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The ,5%1' Group started cul the year by disgatehinz 7C plenes from Strip A-

The oix scuadmn missions condueted zrmed recces ver the ’“rler-cochem—"maig

c*lfirff «&t‘x R’D"&V’ T1T or finding their ocun targets. Though the visi-

ila

group found 1itile enemy ackivity in the recce ares. Tut
re Test nossitle oI ibs borbs, and tie destracticn record

gm esides strafin,; shen saluabl. targels were Icund, the
176 bodss abd fired 14 rockeia. ? ar tanks were Jdestroyed and 3
"" s viere 'ie.strcveu and 24 dameged; one locomobive and 57 frelslil
1. esti Je.i snu <G cars were damsged. A rr.azs!.all' yari at Trier wag
apy wiih Tires storted ad & raurdacuse end olhier bullalngs de.;tro;;eﬂ.
ounor poinis AR Lracks were out In @ Jozen places, a pair uf mobile guas wers
ang G- e o el 3fsrs werc biilea or wounded.
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coed gane £ crow Vetz today that our tdanes will wove to §trip ¥-34 on Thursdsy,
Jenmuary L. So we con’ginua’ L3 ri'sasseabler oar headguarters setup ab Juvincourds
lsaied Ltr w {until 2200 hours,, dnd then drew guard tuty on the convyy which ic




2 January 1945 (cont'q)
due to leave in the morning,

4t velz the air echelon, who had slept their first night in our sew living quarters,
tock their trucks out tc Strip v-34 Tcr a leok at the designated headguarters area,
They were pleas:ntly surprised by not having to put up any tents; for the first
time since we left England all ovr offices wers moved into buildisngs. The fermans
ha< convenlenily left us a pair of long, low, bunporary woodeu builiings., A1l
secticns except S~-4, Inspection, and pari of Communications moved intc one of the
buildings, which was intact. The other structure hin? seversl recoms with their roofs
bashed in, bul most of it could be used., So the air echelon unloaded trucks, moved
in, and wers sccn set up to operate.

Today's operations were actually a continuation of yesterday's, but only helfl as
many planes were able to fly the Trier-Cochem-Sinzig recce area today, The 396th
attacked rolling stock just north of Trier. Thirty-ore cars were destroyed and 20
damaged, with many of the cers exrloding and burning--and the tracks cut. Ripsaw
TI¥ had @ target fcr the 397th, and they dropped 15 bombs om the ‘,!,/T’ aoublmicet of
st. Vith. rood hits were scored on the ¥/Y, with 13 cars destrryed and 12 dsrazed,
&rnd & power house was damaged. The squadron then attscked tanks, other armored we-
hicles, end */Tts scuth of St. Vith, with rockets snd sirafing, The destroyed-dam—
aged score was 7-5 on tanks and 8-2 on Y/7TVs and cthior vebicl s, ~Fipsaw I¥T also
vectored the 395th to targets in the Trier area. "hey destroyed 9 ¥/Tts ana 7
freight cars, besides demaging 9 more care, cutilng iracks, and ligeidating 5 Mazis.

3 Jarvary 1945

Cur cold weather broke todey; buo

fhough To wir muck warmer, it wasnu't flying wea-
whzr and our planes were grounded foday. At Juvinesurt we siipged arcurc dIn mud
and slush as we coaviuned ©o break camp for ihe move to Hetz.

The air echelon at 5triz ¥-35 Jrunt Zife much easier than on any previcus nmove.

Twith no bents bu put up, telr wol was greably o ..070 -n, vl 1l courss there
was plenty of cleaning up te do. They began to wonder if the citlzens of etz were
on our side or not. TPart of it may have been imagination, bub the people didntt

seem te warm up vory fast the perts of the city which werentt beaten up were largely
closed up. And bhe kids have the habit of clobhering passing vehicles with snowballsy
so far there have been no rocks in the snowballs, so maybe the kids are just being
playful. PRut Qerman signs arec more oommon than French, some of the people loock and
talk ferman, and ths Heinies consider Yebz to be part of the Fatherland., 3590 we arc
ool carprised that a sirlet 8 v.m. curfew is enforced, the guards are guick on the
trigger, and the Lleckout has to be pretiy complete, even for vchicles. surbthersore,
the forfis und foxholes armuml ihe eity are siill Full of Cermans--good Germans-——

deuw fermans.

4 January 1945

This was suppossd te Le moving day for our planes from Strip A-68 to Strip Y-34, .
but »2 had both rain and snow to add o the mud &t Juvincourt and our planes were
grounded =11 day. The weatherman said we might meke it bomorrow, however, so we -
made &2 poselble lest minute prepardé.ions for a move. T

At Yelz cur sebup was ready for the move—-and waiting for the planss.
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L Januvary V5 fewnld)

The first specisl orders of the Vew Veor, dated 1 Jamuary 1945, L
®r premoticns in many months: T of cur prliaies wers nade privetes

Supporting pocurent 71 canlad Trders 3.

53 Jenvayy 1945
Sur k-«m nes made the jump todey, taking off on 3 squadron wmissions Iron Strip PISCE:
end landing ab Strip T-34 after the complstion of their missions. 7The sscignment
for the 336th was to supgort units of the XX forps and to schudct an srnced recee
iw the Trizr-Sasrbrucken area. Turpeatine directed the squadron o bomb & pair

of bridees, bub the weather blobted oub the target. 4 F /1 zoverage over the area
mnd & Styons S wind were responsible for generally p os:r results, though the boxbs
droppes on & rallrcad between Trier and Saarbrucken ¢ a.rr-‘ged 3 cars and cut the
tracls.

The 297tk and 395th conducted armed recces over Bithurg-Trier-Hozburg-¥alserlautern
and had excellznt results despite the weather. The 397th c’*opﬂ"e«z 2€ borbs on @
LO0-car trein at vwelsehhillip, nesr Trier. The bonbing was geod, hub resulis are
listed WPO because of the weuther. The 395th hit anaipfield et ®iblis near “oras,
vhirk vas Believed to have been recently used. & hanpsr was seen to be hit. =night
more bombs were dropped on anchher deiive airvdrore ab Engleheim, near Yainz, and
sgein 2 building was his.

& Jenuary 1945

"¢ were nor-speralive today because of the weather, snd we have pleniy of time to

zeb up our normsl wiridng L,.J'*L.u at strip V-34. Teoth the 5-2 rd 53 trailers

pullad In lasht night about #7350 ;m., without any mishap on the way, even though

Lhe stesp, slippery hills on t..- last half of the ‘,,urne;;: md to be negoliated in
the dark. Although several trusks telerging to different jarts of the group had
aenidents on the dangerous roads from Beims to Vetz, besdimariurs esmped ungcathed
this time ‘ue ﬂnly nishap cccurred ,ester iay '»ﬁ'c—' Tannyts the §-2 5 een, deve~-
loped beaving 2 at Suipges, szboyt 30 nlles this side of Peims. “;a‘-‘t Zeess and
ggi. Tonlan 1-:.*.‘2 cyar fay tha'night vwith & paratroop oullit and pwlled in Jjust afber

noon Lodar -

anG equipmer
;ll thatre Teiv ol

'n ;«z u;;;’t live in tons

"¢ were nom-aperative agzain tode; because of the weather. The day was maried chiefly
by the worst accident ws have had. In the explosion of 2 ferman mine in the 395th
arez, 7/ 2gt. Joseph Michd! uwnd T/5 paul F. Tyler, both of the 45th frdinance Bomh
sispesu] Lyndren, wers insheomily killed, end flying fragments of the bombs injured
several 395tk men who werc cn duby in the area at the time. (pl. Harcld p. Farlsy
sstoan eye, and 5/egt Tilliar Jemchuk was esricusly injured by pleces of shrapnel
ok eoiered Bis thish und sbdomen. Iescer shrapnel injuries wers suffered by lst
tey gelph G. Husbert, da., whe wes hit in the s“:ulder, and g/ Sgts. Joseph J. huncon
ung Onarles M. zict *us, wihn were bwu gumcx. ia ‘Me he af by fragments of the ming
Supporting Socuuent |2, Speald ’

~
——




2 carvary 1945

There wes plenty of snow &b Wetz hen we arrived here; bul we got more last night

and it was 311 .:nf'wnc taa%. For the &k 1ra strm ght day we were non-s:eretive.,
Ths krightest ¢ : was ar Iissce or 1T long-sleeved, slipover swaalsrs walzh
made us feel warmer

G dary 1967

St ..,.A—-ag' rabive strlig was cae Le.;a;;, tut just barely, The besh we could &o

was « weablier recce. “a Yor Jarkine and Carlain lsue of the 297th flew the rmissioc,
vecbore 2 Ly Ripsaw TI7 over Twasrbovirs and pest our fr-ab lines. They found 10/17

covsrage generally, somctiimes down to the hilltops, ~na cceasional snow. The ,;.ii,

Yrzalks wers ab Mevz, er we 413 no mors flying today.

More men anc eoninment came In frmm Lirlp 468 % arly wiping-cut our rear
zvard there.

i

Though the wezather was not so grod Loday, oild id @3 3 smadron missicns

for o uﬁd »:: 32 planes dlznatehed. The assi cnm : recoes and JLonorh
—-—t“wr controller being ot a.f?.“ul.“ . 75tk flew & recee, enu

*Mtted a lob ¢f enemy activily arcund Frum ard nany v i

They dreg ycc‘ all their bogbs in that area, with only 2«

ing Beal un 8 gool Jares of Lhe fGerman Lpanspext, [iity-

were c\eé..m_,ved g § vehicles and 16 ““u.g:}:, ears w3

and seversl Yuildinrs desiroyad,

The 273880 el poor bambing resulis at Seilingey zrd 7insdord, but destrayed 2

& daraged 5 !/Trs near Titilich., raflfll farnioa turgel for the 397th, =

sirply depob and storchouses at Reinsbach. jome of the buildings were hit and

damaged. Strafing and rocks®s acccunted for more dumuge in the same arces 13

SfTts were destroved mmd 57 freight ears durnged, hesides tracks sub in 2 places

wng flrus started,

11 Javery 1945

e WeDw ;AGH—D’C;:’,‘tive :zge.:? n today and had b s3I back and couwnl our past
Sevong uae: Lot Wb Tintk 5 lr Toreo g'“’ ieity degartment asked for our
F Jr\.r_g Yookt dn sev,eml departmeats. Today we
: ‘he first team and § or the sseond
eores, «ad apdl., orly to men who are st‘ll on ackigs

-1iton of the 397%h was Cirst in trachs with an esti-

Toving Cstww of the 3724th was rated Lirst in des-

i 75; ﬁr" Tabl Il vill4am J. tarry of the 3795%h

41z awz.gei.

» vied Uhe second best records in the Ninth Adr Foree wire 1st Lol Cliver
st af Ll ;Q'Vt} whe destrayed an csbizated 12 to 15 brzv.;;gs, nd gent.
Tacir of the 305%h, vwhe zestmyed nestimaboed 386 gur prsitions. Cther
a“”‘l’lui st""n-r., Irnn the 36%‘* Grfm" are: simerir--8gb. Samuel J. Simen of the
SIWRL 5 'I’M; eut——gpb. Jdobs 5. Setartor of the 277tk sgjuadren and [Te-FT0
capuel Jodon of the 1273ri [.T.




11 January 1945 fcontid}

Reparts iuab T/Sghb Don Fecka, 67t pylicity rar, was ramed Lhe Test lise in lhs
Z10 are unconfirmed. .

Jur cw Aube "o berT shoner It .o ivia v waf@ Tun inlo
Telms, 57 bo Relp ibe Lopo elear | o shower run was sbarl.a beds) . a deily gulud

of zent g oy wrutk ue . iTbertuster-oSLerebed Showsr setup on V.o tuher slde D

retz.,  An adged Locentive Lo Lucy we 28D oMehaNge sookr and underwesr--used for w.used-
lu the dressing rooa '

troauke on the way from

3.

Supperting Dozurert /3, Jcpy TRC reletype

1< Junvary 1745

Tt was srowlug again ab Melz toaw, &nd our piares steyed orn thne ground--even

LhaoUgA o Lad sone leaflets Lo drop. The Ferners will Luve to rercin muis-i.lcrued
for &b least ancther day.

Jur 210 seciion changed perconnel beday. tvi. Siuaney 3. Jacques, whe has beon
witu she groexs since *uy 1%, 1744, Pas been Lrersferred o thie fojucert fenersl's
oflice, and w11l leave for Javis In e morni-g. Ils roplacenent, Who Cems 1v
todey, is Ivi. feorge . Oapielo.

Cur weailterzen, Ist Ii. Yewlor X. Steers, uill &lso i aris ia ihe acrmlo
Ll attend Lie immy information-Tducs=ilon stall Zehool =t the Lite "nfvsrst ol
for onu week,

Jupporting Jewaeert Fh, Specilel Criers 4.
EF & y i

i3 danusry 1945

Today we re«lly beunced bzek intc the show, with 74 plenes dispatehed. Sixty-

el zhl planes had the saue assigrment: armed recces by stuadrons (var  Ritburg,
susrprucken, snd Jochen and scversl targets to abteck in that srea, The 3074th
had fair reswits with thelir boubing and sirafing attacks on kR cers, 1/ Tts,

and cther vehicles near Trier., The 397th carried oub the sase type of atbacks

al Newrlirchen, bul tleir resulis were more spectzewlar, Llgut bombs Jdropped ¢n
a1 /¥ evidently hit an ammunition dump, because a terrific explousicn followed with
sunke risiag bo L o 6C0C feeb. The pilots, who felt the explusicn in the air
and though at first it was flak coming up, reported that the explosion was the
most violent they hed ever obasrved. Tracks were alss> cw in al least 7 places
and an esxbankment was damaged. 1st It. Lilliso ¢, Clden, who was leading The mis-
«ion, ran into tsc much flak at Hoxkturp and was forced to belly-land his plane

in enemy berriicry, & miles southwest of Zweibrucken. He was ssen to run about
30 yards from his pluane and then return to io. He is listed 214.

The 325%h tried Lo work with Ripsaw V bub got incorrect headings and kad to go
after targets on their own. They picked on the ¥/Y at siegharg, southeast of Eoln,
agy generally clcbbered it. fTwo roundhouses were well hit, the tracks in the
center of the Y were cut in &b least 4 places, besides widespread demage to
sther buildings and rolling stock. The 396th ebtaocked Ritburg, Guilsdord, and
arcther town in the seme vicinity with fuir to good resulbs; despile some wea-
ther difficuliies. The 397th also had only fair resulte in ztlacis uy buildings
of . svorage depsi ot Rodalbin, east of gweibrucken. The 3¥Sth, psilinrg wo




13 canusry 3345 {clnt ol

tergebs Jron Ripsew, conducled an aimed revee east o Trum sid ceussd considers
able demige by binbing apnd strafing., Five horse-drawn guns and their personnul
were destroyed and 35-30 vehicles of various ty.cs were destroyed or dsmaged.
F/0 John I, Russel belly-lended his flak-demeged plane in friendly tereitory,
wnd though slightly wounded retirred to the base. The total destroyed-daraged
scere for the day was: tanks (-1, and Zreight cars h6-11.

Me aleo had 2 cther missiors todsy. Four P-471s of the 375tk esoorted & B-17
on a czlibratien missisn over Verdun, Liege, Namur, Jinant, and Sb. Vith,
Nothing happened—thot our pilets ccwld sze, at lazst. Four mers [-47's of the
376th flew over whalt was left of tle fermar break-through area and disbributed
leaflets, dropring 7 lcaflsl bombs eack at 4 places.

There were tuc other develupments today, one rood #nd cne bad, Veny of us wure
guffering from whal we csll the 47ts, stme devdoping Intc hospits) eases. Ghe
medics were wrable e delarwine Lhe ecause, for Lic allment was witespread, the
365th Srowy belng alse affecied. On the brighter side, deys of £ will start ouexi
Yonday, Jarweary 15, «ith passes to Vebz frox CALG Le 2000 hours.

il Janmvary 1945

Terhape we had 2 day swh 2s this coming, aceording o the lew of AVErsges.
Terhaps we had besn tox lucky fius far Lo krow hoi to take such logsses, for our
Job since Lhe group was activated has been Lo hand it ous and net to take ib.
fut Leday, while 10 planes of the 397th spusdron were well inside Termany, bet-
wesn Yarlsruhe and Mamheim, they weres bounced by 50 plus UTICHts and Fr1SUts.
The atteci cane without warning from the controllsr while one £light was down
strafing BR cers, believed tc be carrying troops, T wough our planes had already
successfully bombed their assigned target, the 3T depot at 5t. Ingbert, they
never had a chance in the uneven encounter. 1t RBauer shot dowe two F1y0ts,
which were seen to erash, and the returning pilets think Lt. Huche may have des~
troyed another £/A. RBub the fell story of that encounter we may never know.
Tisted Y74 are & of cur piiots: gl or néchard E. Lesry, who lead Lle miscion,
lst Lts, "ilton.5. Bender and Roland 5. Potter, tnd Znd Lts. Cherles J. Hucke,
Cyril J. ¥onesny, and Janmzs i, Folen. Li. Folber wias Lears to say that his afc
w2 dn favecord i, Tolen reporded t'wt he might have to bail cub. WNo other
information is avallable.

ne 395tk czme clese to the same hiind of trouble later ir the day, After boabing
T park et Rad ¥reuznack zad destroying 5 Luildings thers; they also bombed
alzen, scoring 3 dlrect hits; =rd by 1f minutes of strafing they des-
reyed a roundhouse, 5 locemotives, # cars, wnd dimaged 7 cers. 5ti1l not satic-
s the sqwdron then strafed aud destroyed 6 passenger cars and ) bex cars
Gamaged a locomotive in the same zrea, Then seeing 12 ¥210%+ts near ¥aing,
th circled to attack but the ey planes broke off castward. About 10
" of ¥aiserlautern they spotied 40 to 60 eneuy planes. Thile two flights
. to attack, 3 F-47!s made a fast rass through the amy formations and each
Febbered one MEICY (Lts. illiam Garry, Nealy kiemann, and L.P.Marsch).
emed tc discourage the rest of the Jerries and they tock off, ending the

In all, 75 planes were dispatebed today, including 4 ilert Patrol [Zights of 4
planes, eact;, but the other missions werk gcfp‘ﬁ;"ﬂ%ﬂy wneventiul.

$ oot teg
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14 Janusry 1945 {econtid)

oo bwe sissions the sguadrons jettisoned their bombs when the controller called

in bandits, bub then falled to find any enemy plares.  The day'!s destroyed-damaged
total was: tanks C-1, ¥/T's ang cther vehisles 11-2, lccometives 6-1, freight
cars 27-7, YL 3-G-0. In addition to other damage already listed, a supply dump
was bombed, barracls were hit, and other miscellaneous damage was caused {including
much thet couldntt he evalnatzd:. )

There was one mission today which was in a class by itself. The 39%th sent cut

€ planes to suppert the ITT Corps in the northern t in of Lwewmbourg, «d Lo work
with & controller with the exctic pame of "Pirkpigs. Dut cur new friend had no
targets so the squadron found their Gv‘n, an assortment of ¥/7's, tawks, and obher
vehicles———starting fires, damaging 2 tarks, and dest rcyins 11 of the cthor ve-
hicles: 4 lone; strange free-lance P-h7 hombad and strafed along with the sguadron
and then teok off again. One plane was dameged by flak aru cras‘* “tomde? o Hrg
reburn to the base. The rilot was ntt Injured.

1% Jenvary 1945

s ly-three sertiss wers flown 'uoi"’ deanite very ’cher;a_. weather conoﬁ.ulu
whieh finally Jorced Lhe last sy eran 4 o nddoir o s Yese Wil L0073 berts
at 1817 heveg, 2.’.3‘&;&1 ; ir:’:r-.rted the lagt 2 syuadrere n3% bo ge rere than ¢C
minutes ;rc..‘ Lhs hase Moel o O ier sceiler conditions. ul ths obher syuaur
misgelor, 2imnd tarrcte with cres?Vorl results, lespile low c',‘.';,rage
which made bBorking more difficull and cobsasrvation of resulits impossible at timas,

e 395tk started tlie day right by nitbing o three-span road bmdge over the YWoselle
northeast of Trier. They got 3 direct hits on the center srap 5 knocking it outb,
ard &lse hit the northern approach to the briage—-and oily 4 bombs were &'onped on
the bridgel The 20 bowbs left were droppsd on a supply depot at ¥ayen, with 2 sood
dispersal of bombs und 5 buildings hit. Thnu bridge-bl asting Job was & raiher ime-
wrompbe affair end gpode Lio Jters and  Stripes for 21 Jemgry. “hat happened was
what fagl. faldwell, wio was leading the sq;:drm tz:rr:ed over the mission to
ancul gy p""' ob shen fumes in his cockpit made him 111, s he was retuming te etz
with Lis wingmas, they atiucked the trlidge instsad of reburning their boubs to the
base. The 3tars and Gtripes acecunt will be found in a supporting document.

59¢tn hit Lhe second i.ur&,ct an ammumicion depot at Ellliveller, belween Trier
+ donarg. '"hmgh the borbing was excellur.t, with good hits in n?e center of
uhu, no fires were obsc: ;ed =G p*l"t:. helieve the depot to be mdct:we.
?”th Iound nnthing insctive it tm /Y at Neustedt snd ‘theu‘ excellent
of 20 boubs rroduced pleniy of smoke and fire, Seventy cars were hii,
< ut L a,,* éestroyed and the rest damaged. Hipsae; V¥ twize tried to veclor ihe
75tk mission to tanks around Trier, but no tarks were to be found. The
t.le,u dvopped their 2 berbs on the /Y et Yerichutte, east of Trier.
sa buniiig ewt Lthe track in 3 z:lm,es » destroyed the sitatlon, destroyed or
26 fred ght cars, and caused large e.wleuion along the RR north of the
tmi‘mg caused more damage in the same gensyel ereu.

The L70th, whe were instructed to st.ay close to the base because of waather ccx;&i-— L

tions, dropped 24 bombs on a BR slding at Schopp, scuth of ¥aiserleutern. Thé

bonking was goov, 124 curs beling destroyed, tracks cut in 2 places, and & buildings

hit, The 397th Brought the:}';r babs back when the solid overcast blo‘tted oub &il

rossible vargets., Only 3 M/7's were destroyed today ani 1 dama ‘bt tha “m* /o

cap tLell was 5" 55 angd one ucamntive vas destroyed and zecond, dam g N "Lgﬁtu
’x 7oy

s i "
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15 January 1945 (contrd)

Fifteen P~47's werc dispatched on L Alert Fatrol missions, providing & continunus
watrol over the airfield from first to last light. Though Ripsaw twice called in
bogles, none could be found and the miszions were entirely unevenifiul.

rasses to Metz started today, but the boys returned with discouraging reports on
tour” cily. The few stores and cafes vhich are open have very Jitile to sell, the
girls are often ninhospitablet, and tue cityts wattracticnst are limited toc a Red
Cross Club and a couple of movie theaters. :

Tight more of our #old " pilots are returning to the states; some of them will re-
turn to the group, and others will be re-assigned after their 30-day leaves.. Since
a mubsr of awhedlst are included in the group, two of the squmdrons ars under-
going changes of command. In the 395th gapt. Mazar bakes over as 0, Capt. Jensen
beccaes Cperations Cfficer, and Ih. waylard is Asst Cpo. officer. . Lhe 356th,
Japt. Fenry is ncw Cperacions Cfficer and Lb, _owie 4ss't Ope; In the 397th Capt.
rrause is Cperaticas Officer and ILbt. Frisbie Asst. Ops. Wanes of the pilots who
are goiug home wili be founa La Suprnorting Document £5.

supporting Document #5, Extract from Stars and Stripes {Jan. 21, 1945)
Supporting Document #6, Extract -~ XTX TAC Speciel Crders “4.

16 January 1945

Today's operations were much like yesterday's: 9 plenes flew the continuecvs patrol
over bthe airfield on L missions—--and saw notihing; 72 more plares took the a2ir on

6 squadron missions to ©ly recces over Trier-Homburg-Faiserslauvbern; the ¥/T score
wac 9-3 and freight cars 10{-55. £11 of the armed recce missions except the first,
flown by the 395th, attacked V/Y!s. That first mission cut tracks in 2 places souih
of voblenz, clobbered ¥#/T1s in several places, and attacked 14 barrecks in the

same arez; L of the barracks buildings, which showued sizns of activity, were des-
troyed by direct hits.

The 397th kit the ¥/Yds at Weustadt and Enkenbach (near Xaiserslautem), destroying
Z warehouses and cutting the t{racks in 2 places at Mevstadi and destroying 15 cars,
blasting severzl buildings (which exploded), and cubting tracks in 4 places at En-
kenbach. The 395th zlso hit two ¥/Y¥8s, both near pad ¥reuznach. The tracks were
cut in at least 4 places at cach peoint, 40 RR ears were destroyed and 15 damaged;
and at least one bailding destroyed. On their second mission the 3%6th hit & veri-
ety of targets bebween Trier and ¥oblenz, act*rzying or damaging ¥/T1s and ER cars,
destraying 2 Larrachs and -danaging 2 near Simmern, and clobbering 1C cars in the
17/7 at that point. .

The 357tk took ensther crack ab the Teustads /Y, and their 24 hombs destroyed 43
AR civs and started 2 large fires. Then, without waming fram the conbreolier
{Ripsaw T}, 47 FUlI01s and 20 1E109ts jumped the sguadron from 10,000 feet, coming
sut of the sun. In a briefl engagement Ywo planes crashed into the ground--one
wilC% and one T-47. 2Znd Li. James 5. Hutcherson, who is credited with shooting
down the wromy planc, is listed WIA. 'ids plane was hit in the wing and crashed,
und the pilct was not seen to bail ocut. Two obher P-A7ts were damaged during the
encounter. Cn the last rission the 205th destroyed & choke point in a ¥/Y 12
rilss north of Jeunlirchen and @lso bombed ME of Saarbrucken~--N¥R0. 7The last 12
Loabs vers Jettlsen:d when Tipsaw T called in 2 fight teling place) bubt the fight
vas over vher Lhe sguadron reached thue area, and no ereny a/c coulld be found.
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TANT WING

17 Jammary 12LE

cri th2 ground again tnaay after z L-dey operational
io wag cuttered oa the TMussians, wic ammouncus 4 6w
T Lolub fron snct.. G b oess westly from
p undersiate, o .;.f,' fula BT~ 3Ga £

ngaln ws were non-operative and could do no wore than cheer the Russlans cu. Ty
this time the Soviet armies had laukon Lot Tersaw and Cratow anmd wers siy ean?ing
wt. 138 Toland, . -

Chirty-stm planes e off wuusy on 3 sguadreng wlssiers te svuppord the 4th Inf-~
anry Nivision arl conduct .f'mi recces over LMe Gt. Vith-Tehtirnach arcas. Yhe
397th esniacisd Lhe conbroller, Crgen; and when ther coul” net Incate the tuZ’L-us
asslipaed, vhey conducbed an armed recee to Lhe Trier egrea, Finding & 10/17 under—
cast at 3500 ©s AODG feet, the squadren ruburncl €l soxbs to :,u: ase.  Bub the
395th, who vierse veclored Wy Ripsaw ¥, S'"‘tb-d a f.:‘alr 2 2il.s 2~ng northwest »f
maisers)autern. ‘..unty—w«o trubs were drogped and ab Jaast T irect hits wore
sc:rx.u, oot ullxe’ ’, iraeks io that xany places besides & Sblf‘j"“’"‘ 25 znd Gimuging
28 egurs. Tuu bye’n, wilab at.pedre.‘ ie be leaded with sipplies, wes als: strefsd.
Tne =47 vy ped 2 boabs on Lhe iown of Welfsteln, destmj‘"" a 2—5»0:‘; Enflling,
*hen Jrgan ad no ter rret For the 12¢éth 3 me sidron alse fmuna 2 long tralrs
of &b Iwast 200 cers ;.mc. uaing oil cars}, in the samc creu., Tour hits wesc
sctred by Lhe 20 bowbs dropped, 27 cars "mu.b destroyed wrd 2 large firess leflt

e

Jarkness was ciesing ia sc no stralisg was dene.
ve ecyaired & new pilols, all Znd Lisubenanis, #nd 2 »wrs ssigned to each squidren.

Supporving JucuLesi 77, Specidld grder 6.
P M i

<% canuary 135

fooud &1 we can repori today is - snowstorm. ";c were nm.—Op&ratj..:’*al—~a;’.d thse
iissians erc inslue [ermany preper in Silesia, zs well as at 2 points in Tasy ;russia.

<l cenuary 29LS

Aguln we were non-cpecsiblonsl. The Russiags Lizd taken Tilsit and were 100 miles
wesl of varsaw. Cn Luzin owr broogs were 35 miles inland on e voad £3 Tanils
and ped virtually cut the islendts north-seuth commmunicacicns,

LI

Clnbs Gie fight with « v. .snce today and rang up some kind o a re-
in cur g, eaia_.., of clcbberis az enemy vehicles. 2ix squedren missicn
- 5 #/Trs und cther velidles, damaged l??, destroyed 4 tanks and dunaged
and d SuI‘Ojbu 3 *’u:g 1L cars. L; additicn, =t m.ast 155 Jerren trooge were
hilied By oiralling, e few Lullddags hit, and w least € guns desLinyed.

L ‘h:s

.._M,M._,.tw
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{uenbirg; )
mealles the Lz t-4T's seal it ou b copblnuous pabrol wissions (w1l wievertind ),
&7 planes were dispatened on € squadron missions wo sugport thie hbh Tnfentry pivi-
sion ab one houwr irntervals and Lo conduch arned reccss over "iarden, irier, ot
Hiktlien, Tx.i. was the operabicns assignment i‘;: guday, Yuu & more urg UL matisy
Gesit up eanly li Ble dey, &nd we vorked on it 211 way witlh Lthe spet tacxi.’.ar reoults
a;l‘eau‘y deptioned., ™e discovered laler thait ~ver P0G vehicles were destroyed or
damdg, “d Ly u‘{:_"'ter ~borbers teday, besides 127 teahs and over L0007 Ireighe velB,
Miw {14 wobal Jur the dey was *,A. Loy urdf's-s.-u’ tarks, and arimored vebhities

desurysG or daragel--and our shere of thet acs 4301

(ke £ull stery on the doy diuntt uoravel wnbil Iater, i the ma in facts are now
prevey well sstablished, Tiao “eruans, evidently counbling on plurwy o cloud cov-
erage, tried o pull off 2 muss excaus Irem their now almeost-wiulinet buige. RBub
slorbly efter daybreak & cub spotied their long convoys of vehicles lined up busper
to busper in the ¥ianden arsa. 4As the weather bezun to clear, tue planes wocih

uie Gub's inforzation had sumoned o the '!party * began Lo work over tlelr fat
varget.  [he 395tk squadron got there lJirsl at aout 1000 & Jur.,, alt.ez uiLe ecn-
Lrolier »Fiabby® nad Jirected them to a P-51 sweadren--who, I surn, lod cur ¥-47's
to the enemy velicles. The 395th anu fue [~51's tlen called the 376th to zet in
o.: ihe massacpe~-and from then until Lhe Jerry vehiclee cawyght hell w:mwut letup.
The T-51ts cumlinuse to shopherd dive-burbers all day lovg, seekling cul tle enery
-end leading other planes to ther.

~Lile the 374tk was attack i the convoy on our second wission of the dey, the
medium Lorbers kuocred cut a road bridge 5 miles norid of Vlanaen—-and nearly
Lomoed our planes on the wing! Thet made the already hopaless sitcetion of tke
'{e:.nl 5 even worse and piled up more Jerman vehicles for later missions Lo work os.
Choge Jtsclons made the wost the situation, a5 the dayts scere indicates. Tn tha
Gebit side of tae ledger, Lhe Grovp had 1, oj¢ demaged by .lak; one pilct is
Lisled Y7o s anotn.. 8I4. lst Tu. ootert L. Cassady of the 39%7ih belly~landed
his Tlaledaseged v-47 near the frond lines J or 4 =miles ! of Tianden ard is listed
¥Ig. <Znd L, Welter Y. Scobt of the 395th was unsble to geb his mheels down
becavse of [lak damage, &nd vien hs ianded his P-47 &t Surip Y-34 the plans créashed
inlr o parked 2-2l, ssverely injuring the piliot, 2nd Tr. william ¢. Nixon of ile
596th bellied his plune in smuth of Iuxerbourz but returned to ihe bass vithoub
injuary.

snsiher neéldent of the dar deserves recording. On the first nissien Ti. CGarry
of *ae 395th spetted atout 1CC Jerries walking down 2 road; and as s propured to
atiacl, hul i of the Cemrans dlspersed aad sought cover. "Tie cbhers bhouga they
could oubrun me and started down the road,® It. farry resorted, ¥Yso I said
‘Remenber Malmedy”! and let them have it.# That accounted for 52 of the 150 rer~
m2ns Liat were clslmed “destroyedn today.

The dey's work, which even care to e notice of Cen. &1'1*014, drew a commendation
from wrig. Ye.. Ueyland, G0 of XTI TAC. & copy will bo found as a supporting decu-
aend.

Supperting Tovunedt #8, Jopy of Lebier, I rom Hg. ZIX TAC (24 Jan 45)




TAGE ELLVEN
22 Jamary 194

Today we went back to the job which we couldn!t finish yesterduy, but we rot

ouly a half dsy's work wne when ‘he weather steopped us shortly after noen.
Thirty-two plunes got into the air on 3 squadron wissions, whougl the 3927w

het only € plenes left vhieh wonld fly. The missions want off rmch the same as
yesterday, bul since ihe game wes more scarcz the totels were morc modesi:

£-0 on janks, IC9-44 on ¥/Tis anc vehielag, h-4 on buildings, and 10-0 on 44 gums.
gleven of our 32 planes were damaged by flak, bub no pilots were injured. The
397th had only 4 planes ready for ihe aftsrnoon's missions—-which never came off,
hovever, *

24 Janwry 1945

Though we had to clear the sncw of £ the runways before our pilznes could itake off,
the 395th and 396th each fles a squndron mission tedey. The assignment was sug~
pert for ihe hth Infartry pivision and to conduch recces over Trier-7Vianden-pRit—
burg-Tittlich, The 3955h, working south of St. Vith, destroyed ? and denaged 11
m/T's and destroyed 3 light 44 guns; but probably even betier results could act
be observed. Twenty-four bombs were dropped on @ conceniration of tarks and RETE~
onnel, scoring at least 4 direct bits anz starting & Jarge fire in & weoded crea——
which preverted any careful svaluation of resclts. The 3764, woarbing with #Grgand
dropped 22 bozbs on & concertration of 75 %/7ts and & Tuel dump Just zorth of st
yith, The bewbing was geod, & lérge gas fire reawliing and 20 ¥/T1s %udng des-
troyed. i lerze van wes desiroyed by strafirz east of Trier.

Razk ab our hase we had laundry crouble. Some of 1i firelly came back, after more
than 2 weeks, bub it was 211 mixed togetlher-—a whole room full: From now on most
of us wuil he wesring scmesne elsets clothes, )

25 January 1945

Tle were ncn-cperalinnzl today se we gave most of our atieniion to the jussians
again. The Red Army was &4 ndles Irom Dreslau, held a 100-mils fronmt inside Silesia,
were threstening to cut off Tast Prussia, and were 125 miles Irem Rerlin. fTrere
were rumors that some of owr B might get backto the states on short leaves and

2 crew chiegs have been picked to "work the’r way" back o1 & hospital ship, get

1C days et home, and then come back to us.

26 Jenuary 1945 _ .

Three squadron sisslons (29 sorties) were {Iown todsy on the assignment "Ho coop-
erate with the 4th Infantry pivision" and to "conduct armed recces over Trier,
Vianden, Baden, Ritburg, and wittlich areas.® pBut the weather made same major
changes in our plans: the first two missions had to be recalled and the third
bombed through the overcast. That did not mean that our efforts were wasted,
krowever.

The 396%h was vectored by Ripsew V¥ towPulpitr first and then to "grgann. Both
controllers had farpois-—but botl seze ccvered by a 10710 overcsst. On being
recalled from the target area the sguadron picked their ms target end dumped
their barks «n & town (believed to be Mustert) and bridge novbheast of Trier.
The bridge was ext in {wo and a airect hit dameged one end of the bridge. Two
gob Lits vere cbeerved in the town and a fire was left burning, The 395th, also
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FAGE TWELVE

26 January 1945 (cOntrd)

recalled from the iarget area by Ripsaw V¥, dropped their bombs on a variety of
targets about 30 miles r-ortheast of Trier. A bridge was badly damaged, a M/Y
nit, 6 frelght cars hit znd 2 damsged, large supply boxee Llown up, @nd tracks
ou’c. Bonbing was generally good. The 397’0!:, vectored by Rirsaw III, bombed
througl: the overcast near nirkenfeld--KRO.

In tvo other ways this was a big day for the 368th FPighter Group: 48 hour
passes to Faris vere arrarged and we were informed that the froup has been
awarded the Presidential Unit ¢itaticn for our pilotst! work in blasting nearly
500 enemy vehicles on 3 September 194k, and alding the Ground Forces in disrupt-
ing and then trapping large enemy forces around Mons. & cony of the citation
3tself and & I 4dr Porce press rmleace o W g, te esivie 3o attached as
supporting docunents.

Supperting pocument 7, Jopy~-pxtract- Ninth adr Force Generad Srders #il.
. Supporting Document #10, Copy-Einth sir Forcs Release #137.

27 sanuary 1945

e were non~operationzl today, bat the first 2 Grovn representatives (and 8 more
from the squadrons and attached unibs), took off for Taris. They are going by
truck te ifancy, by train from there tc Paris, and then rebture the seme way next
Yonday evening, 29 January. The only fiy in the cintment is thal scoe of us

will nave to sweal out our trips Lo raris for a long tize. 2t wals rate, a couple
ef men {whe had the worst possible luck in drawing siips ovh of a hat), will gst
their turne sbout fugust 1, 194%:

e acquired 5 new pilois today, all 2nd licabsnants. They were assigned to the
squadrons, 3 going to the 3%7th. Alsc, 2 men from Jroup Veadguarters znd 15 from
the 395tk Squadron were awarded Yolor Vehicle priver Badges or Wotor Vehicle Kech~
aric Radges. Sgt. Tdward "’. Fisman was awarded the former and rvi. victor J.
Rabideau the latter.

supporting Nocument #11, Special Orders JS.

28 January 1945

e were non-operational agein today. The war seems tc be doing a1l right without
us, howsver, Cn our front the ex-Ardennes Bulge is beginning to bulge in the obher

direction and the Russlans are 80 miles froz Rerlin,

27 Januvary 194

Forty-seven planes were dispatched on 2 group missions today to conduct armed
recces as far as Frankfurt. The first 17 planes concentrated on marshalling yarde
in the ¥aiserslautern area with very good reswits. Three ’*Y/Y8s were well hit,
tracks cut in many places, choke points destroyed, one locomotive blasted, and a
20-30 score packed up on freight cars. The second mission of 30 plenes worked
over ¥/T's in the area sast of St. yith, destroying L5 and damaging 33. ;ngam
the bombing was generally good; roads were cut and enemy traffic was snarled in

a nuwwber of piaces.

SECRET
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29 January 1945 (conttd}

The cold weather added to our operational troiwiles today, when 2 number of planes were k
held up or kept on the ground entirsly by frozen brakes and & variety of other
mechanicel difficuiiies.

30 Jamary 1945

This was our most wintry day in many respects; in addition to the snow and the
cold, z wind began to pile up drifts which reminded us that winter can be a lot
mors ruzged than anything we.have seen yet. We were non-oparationsl.

Cpl. Frank §. Stowell was appointed vEducation Adviscr for the 368th righter
apsup and Attached Unitsv, and the pestwar education plans continued Lo go for-
ward. This evening $/3gt C.A. Glasrud gave the first of a series cf lectures
on "feopoliticsi at the 395th mess hall. The competilion of & USC Show "Swing
Timev, which featured 4 girls, was pretty rough and the burnoul was not large.
ana rie. Lamont U. Rubin of Special Services got his 368th Crour baslketball
tournameat startel. Sixizen veaus are lined v, represemvi. Zillcers and en~
Tisted men of Twroap, the scuadrens, © I a2vtached uaits; it will be run oi a8

2 combinstion round-robin and elimination affsir, 2 defeats knocking = team out.

gupporting documert #z, Specid (rders #3.

31 _Jamuar

Though we were operational agaein on the last day of the ronth, the weather did
an shrupt and promising abeut-face today. It was werm, the snow was meleing
fast, and we ad 2 1itile rain instead of the usual snou. /e were paid on time,
and the Ruse=ians .showed no signs of slowing dovn on the road %o Perlin.

e hed been operational 15 days out of the last 31; tul we-had hopes that
Tsbruary would be a betber month and that front would soca sze an attack to

match the Russien drive, fThis month included vhat may be called our best day--
Jdanuary 22, when We clobbered 600 vehicles, And it alsc included our hardest
blow~-on January lhth we lost 6 piiots over Germany. To us, at Group Headquarbers,
the loss of Major Leary was most keerly felt, for he had been our Group Operatlons
Officer for many months. ¥o man was ever morc respected, admired, @nd genuinely
Jiked by officers and men. His performances as & pilct were zlready legendary
with us, and for & long time we hzd worried about his daring, his willingness to
disregard the risks involved if the need for fighter support was great enough.

I'e was not just & good pilot: he was a great pilot, a fiue gentleman, and a
swnremely courageous soldier. Cur best hops now is that ke may be a prisoner of
war, end thal we may see him again--before too long.




BE ATQUARTERS
368TH FIGETER CROUP

£°0 595 Us S. Army
1 Janvary 1945

SEECILL ORDERS )

3
NIMBER 1)

1.  under the provisions of R 615-5, 30 June 1943, =nd upon the recommen~
dation of his orgn comdr, Cpl ($01) george Re Michclson, 37666729, 396th pighier
54, is reduced o the gr of pvi for misconduchs

2.  Under the provisions of g 615-5, 30 June 1943, and upon the recomene.
" dation of their Orgn comdr, the following nemed EiM, HR 368th Fighier Gp. are
promoted to the gr of Private First Cliess (Terp 15

Pvt (405} Paul E. Carski 13126327
Pvi (590} Er smo garza 38230265
Pt (5457 peasld pe Horwing 33757225
T.5 (297) Jamss W, Hudson 34652166
¥vt (657) Isezc S» Hutchins 32363036
Fvi 1590} Ber:ort J. Merelo 107107
Fvi {385) fir.e H- MaNew 31729563
2rt {203} Jack W, Vailers 277547

3¢ Under the provisions of ap 6i5-5. 30 June 1943, end upon the recommene
dation of their grgn gordr, vhe followin : nered EM, 395%h Fir £, ere promoted
to grades as indicated;

C_BE_CCREORIL, {TRES)

Pfe (B05) john %o goanoily 31230431

4s Under the provisions of R 615-5, 30 June 1943, cnd upon the recommens
dation of their grgn gordr, the foilowing nomed EM, 596%h Pir Sq. ave pr.moied
to graGes as indicated;
€pl (911) ¢iorence N. Fowler  Lh133889
L (7473 Raymond SHonper - 3548026
{7h7) John 4s ppham 31085253
($1%) Jokn ¢. wood Jr 14053200

TO BE _CORPCRAT, {TaMi)
(747 Ciavence Helo 281185265
(932 Tack Ls Mercer 38089210

Cew ] -




RESTRICTED
501, Hq 368th Fir p; L Jan 1945, Conbtd,

5. under the provisions of AR 615~5. 30 jure 1943, and upown the recommenm
dation of his Orgi gomdr, gpl (932) snthony Je Welczak, 32282257, 397° s Ftr Sq,
is promoted to the gr of Sergeans (Temp},

(Travel dir is pursuant o auth contained in 1st Tna, Hq U 8 Strategic Alr Forces
in puropee 2 Dee ki, to Lir, HQ Europesn TO, USA, file 3004 FPM. 22 Nov i9kh)

BY order of 1t (ol PEREG):

HUGH Lo RICR,
Majore AT (OrDS,
A2 iuvans, )

-

o

i" - .
Yo A F i
-

HUZH Le RICE,
Major, pir corrs.
4d jutans,

DETRIBUZICN

eSS S A S A
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H :ATOUAZTERS
368TH FIGHTIR GROUP

ZPO 141, Us S» srmy
7 Jenuary 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS )
H
NUMBER 3 )

1, cept ERNEST R. PENDLETON, 01638240, scs is eppointed iestigating office
to investigate the eircumstences surrounding the dessh of 7/3t Joser.. Michel,
12061912, and T/5 Paul ®. Tyler, 32305i66. . 5th rd morb Dispesal Sg »3ep)s which
occurred on 7 Januery 1945, gomplete mepor. of Invesstigation on WD GG Form 5l
will be submitted to tnis Hq in quiniuplicate.

2» o much of par 3, €0 152, this Hq. 29 Dee 19ith; as reads, tere placed oh
temp dy for epproximately fowr (i) days.s 38 emended $0 reed, § are plaeced on temp
dy for an indefinite period.r (FerSains to officers on op a% villa Gouble, Paris)

s Having been asgd this ovgn per per 9y S0 6, I XX TAC, 6 Jan 1945, Major
(1055) JGHN J. TUTIE, OL24795, AC: is further asgd 39750 FEr Sqe

(Travel dir is pursuant to aubh contained in 1st Ind, Hg U S Strategie Air Forces
in Burcpe, 2 pec 44, to Litr, Hq Etropean 70 LSk file 300sh MM, 22 Nov 944)

Ly order of Lt ol FEREGO:

HUGH L, RIGE,

Mejor; AT Corpss
OFFICIA: Adjubante.

ﬁ—/ ooy £/ ;Zﬂj/{;zcj
HUGH Lo RICE,

Major, pir corps,
Adjubant,

DISTRIBUTION:
-] Aﬂ
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Fi'om PRO 368TE TIGHTER CROUT 02/17004
TO public Relations Officer Headgquarters Finth TAC
ET

362 D38 TD

Following unofficisl records swhmitied as regested

Locomotives 1/1t Tdward ™. Dame Fuitanning, Fa, 27

Trucks and ¥/7, 1/1t Henry B. Uamilton, winnetla, 711. 250-300 est
Railcuts: Major Harold P. Sparks, Frankfori, Yentucky 28 est
Buildings: 1/Lt Trving Ostuw, Tascalc, M. 75 est

Tarks 1/1t williar J. Garry Winona, Mimn., 36 dest 12 dan
Rridges 1/7% Cliver 5. Ryerson, KcFarland 7is., 12 to 15

fqun Pogitions: Captain Henry J. Magur, Lowell ¥ass., 3¢ est
Railway cars: 1/Lt David X. Shers, Urbana, T11., 75-70

snemy troops 2/1t 7illiam G. Dixon, Hollywood, FPla, 225 est

crewchief: 5 Sgt Rudolph 0. Mueller, Goupland, Texas, up to Dec 7uh had 173
consecutive mis:ions without zbortive. ?He ¥2kes It purrt

Armorsr: Sgt Samuel 7. Simon, 2901 ircher Ave. Chicago, T1l. 140 missions without
bomb hangup. Qne vlare flew 102 missions with same set of guns, firad over 1CC,3C0
rds am~o with only seven stoppages, four <l which were Jue to hard primers, ncrmelly
guns changed 15,700 rds. These guns deshiroyed ssven T/A @n.C hundreds RIT's.

Big uilob vator <. YenGr® dis says ¥ Rest ammorer in FEM of  Sgb Lime...

Tech Supply Sgb: Tech Sgb Telssr ¢. gicher, Iromior, Chio-- #If it's in the EtC
eicher will get it." group exec says.

¥ suprly: T/Sgt Pryant 3. Fortner, Tblz, pla. "Ny men never stand shorin is
his mctto.

fook; 8gbt John § Schamber, 113C South Xern, Los Angeles, (alif., <F years ex-
perience cooking, 42 years cld, “as two sons in South Facific, cen whip up
creations’ from  rations, his powdered eggs zlways cleaned up'.. mzkes hiw own
bzking powder when nscessary. -

¥ilitary Policeman: PFC Samuel Nodompxordon, 15C8 South hth Philadelphia can
handle traffic for landing azirplanes and ground crew vehicles on taxl strips
like a 42nd Steeet cop; remembers vehicles, faces, name trip tickets etc. Like
& book, seldom gets a gripe.

-ublic nelations 368th Fighter Group

PERECO.
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HE/DQUARTERS
368TH FIGHTER GROUP .

AP0 141, U. S» ArTy
12 January 1945 .

 SPECIAL ORDERS )
t
NUMERR L)

1s Sgb (677) vates M» Hampton} 34036M1h4 1293rd Military Police go (avn)
i3 placed on temp dy for a period of approximately two (2) days,” will proceed fr
this sta o/a 13 Jan 1945 to Ninth pdr Parce pontinental Stockade, Apo 696, for
tho purpose of picking hp pfc Fred Os Cenbolella; 32849728y 396th pighter Sg,
confined thereats Upoh completion of this term dy, guerd will ret %o proper sta
and orgie TDN by MPe 60-11h P 432402 4 212/50425,

24 Pvb (055) Robert ¥o Lacpe, 12214474, IS Ha 368th Ftr gp, is placed on
terp dy for a period of approximately two (2) days, will proceed fr this sta
o/ 13 Jan 1945 tc Ha ETOUSAs Sr0 887, for the purpose of driving pvt Sidney Be
Jacques, 33748138, thoreto. upon coopletion of this temp dyy EM will ret to
proper sta and orgne TDN by MT» 60«11h P 43202 5 212/50425.

.+ 3o'vist-Lt NEWION I, STEERS, JR, 085646, ACs is placed on temp dy for a
period of approximately seven (7) doys, will proceed fr this sta o/a 13 Jan 1945
o gite Universitaire, 9 Beulevard Jourden, Paris, for the purpose of atiending
Arny InformationsRducétion Staff Schoole ¢Upon corplotion of this temp dy, ¢ will
ret to proper sta ahd érgne TON by MD, nil acft or rail, 60-114 P 432402 4 A2/
50425 -;UTHs OWE XIX PAC (R) T 104, . . '

L -Under the provisions of AR 4,20-5, the following board of officers is
gppointed to convone at the oell of the senior merber for the, purpcse of in= .
vestigating the facts and recormending sppropriate action gn the cdsel of 7/0
Jolin Cs. Bauer, T223157s ACe L

Lt ol FRANK Se PEREGO ol 26122
Lt ¢col JOHN De We HAESLER 0432193
Moj THOMIS J, C/RBINE 0392748
Maj DONALD ke DAVIS Ol 7249
capt MAURICE Dy POVELL 065018
. . TR G R .
- 5e -pnder’the provisions of iR 6155, 30 June 1943¢ and uboh-thé Teccmrdhe
dation of their Orgn’ gordry the follewing need mMy 396th Fighter Sqs are reduced
to the gr of .pvt for:-nisconducty - e e :
e . :

Ve T4 - .

) . " dpi:j‘(gn) Johtt D gorcoleotes. 3§9351;9_6a
- * GplF (901) Roberd.Te Mead .., 128213986 -
4"?1"_?3?‘{90}) Froagik Ee Koblinski . 15376023

+¥ e -1 "

BESIRIGIER
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S0 Ly Hq 368th Pt Gpy 12 Jen 1945, contid,’

- N

5¢ 0apt WILLIAM By QUDNLAN, 0566474y AC» is placed on temp dy for a
period of two (2) days, will proceed fr this sta ofa 16 Jen 1945 to Hy XIX TAG
for the purpose of attonding a Special Service conferenceg reporting theraesg
prior to 1000 hours, 17 Jan 1945, - ypon compleotion of this temp dy, o will rot
"to preper sta and orgne TDN by MPs mil acft or rails 60-114 P 432-02 4 212/
5%25¢ -AUPHY TWK XXX TAC (R) J=157-Xe

(Travel air is pursuant to auth contmined in lst Iide Hg U S gtrateglo pir-
Forces in Europes 2 pec Ly, to Lir, Hq Europeen T0p USAs Tile 3004 MpM, 22 -
Nov 1%4k) + - Lo

- By order of Lt o}, FEREGOs Coe
. " L “.A ’i.; v - ' -
'q ':, - PR . " . . R
~ HUE L. RIGE, .
U ) . Majory alr corpsg
3 (7 " adjutent, >

b - . o . #: H /'/7 L
v T - Cw BT +
'HUGH L. RICE, .
_— Majore Adr gorpsy - S *

.- adjubents. . .
e MRTEPIA « . . '
memmmn o o

’:-;2 - o
BESIRIZCTED . ‘ ) *

. .
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Excerpt from gtars and Stripes, vol. I, Ne. 172 (Paris pdition), Januiry 21, 1945
{ 8).
ipage

NOW THE NAZIS HAVE THL HEADACHE
HINTH AF 19, can. 20.---The fumes creeping into the cockpit of his
Thundervclt were xwalring him dizzy and sick, so Capt. Robert Caldwell,
of Roseville, Calif., turned his squadron over to another pilot and

headed home.

Still over Germeny, Caldwell looked around for a target on which he
could unload his bombs, and spotted a bridge. He let fly--and knocked

ocut the center span.

He then returned to hig fisld and sick eall. "oy, I had a2 terrible

headacher, he said.
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ESIRI
FEAD UARTERS
TLCTIZAL AT COMELY
TS Army
January 1245

SCEGIAT ORDERS)

.
H

IBER AN

L. 7ol named officers, 258%th wir Gp, are placed on T9%, "F 127th repl
T, Sta 591, of2 13 Jzn 45, to awmit urﬂuporbai ion to 2T fur thirty (30} .
days rest. Tf transrortatwn to U¥ required, officers '7T 134th Repi Ar.
Tpon corpl of this Tov thz;'f will ret to prop'v‘ T 'n. TH by ! 'I,m" &2fb or

reil, 40-L14 T 432-n2 4 2 9/"'71"“. Autlh:  TF U3 Sireterlc Air Forcss in
Larope, UF 561:,?5, 15 Ave .u;., Tar 5, Yemw 35-25, ._q, Nimil IR, 7 “ev AL, and

;;(\nn -v., ._.tz N

Vad HBARCLD T SrARYS C432728 SafT IRVING CIUTO LERCTES
SaFT JOPN L BAIL 225681 SAFTY CQUIVER § IULALIL Mecnsy
SATT adARL W DAVE TnE3le 5T TD BLEREOE Mg ,‘u.‘l..f‘g'?;:}»;

LT T TG NITTY N [ - . 1: T TN TEYTITE e ges o
LOXTVERFRDER SRR AR B % B [ ; Ue LI00LRE T VELETTI: S Y

{Trave® dir lo rlrosant th orrtedned i 1st Ctrateric

)
- e - e - e -, L - ' o
rorees L Durero, 2 ouse Lh o ~ Spe ! ! £ile 3 X e,

<2 Yov IBLLY
Ty eomrang of Trigg

THOMT 63N, IR,

Wi, G,
ief of ylaff.
PEFIOTIE.

ELEPN 54




IR LRTLAS
36374 FIGHIER GROUF

AP0 M1, U. S. 753
19 Januery 1945

SPOCLLL CROEAS )
RULBER &)

1. lst I3 DVID GOLOTOLF, GBo0856, AQ, will proceed fr this stz ofa 19 Jon
L5 %o 19+th Paciicsl gentrol group (irev) for & puricd of onc day for the purrosc
of inspociion. Wooa completion of this dy ¢ will rot o proper sta and orgn.
TN by I, mil acft or rcil. A0-1Lk p 432-02 4 212/50405.  arTi: T 1CORY
J 65 m

2. Hovin: boen osod this orpn per par 17, S6 1A, mg 134th Ropl T (L5F)»
1L Jan 45, The follewins nomsd O's zre furthor as;d o Su as inddcated:

24 1t (10%5) RCERAT 3. A LGSR 0332760 o 394%n Fi, hter Sg

24 Lt (16B5) MELELL B. JOCOUGATH 1830635 ac 3575h Fi ater Sg

30 Havings beon as 4 teis or-n per par 12, S0 15, Tn 13415 Rrepl nn (LW,
15 Jon 45, the follewing nized ¢'s are furthor zeqd fo Od @8 indiecd

24 Ly (1055) AFRD i, L3ERE30N £323366  AG %5tk Fi hier Sa
24 Lt {1055 ) LICH . CUUGHIRY CE29323  AC 395th Fighter S3
24 1t (1C55) FR-K F. CIIRC TR 0332575 AU 396%h pighier Su
23 Lt (1255) ZUGEE F. U 332772 ag 39753 wihter Se

be Pl (911) weli-r T. gabz, 12193399, 397t: Fir s3I, will procsed fr this
sta ofa @ Fon 45 to gite Taiversitcire, 9 Bouwleverd Jourdsn, Paris, for the
purpose of pickin: up lst I,b Mowbton I. Steers Jr. on temp 4y taerezd. Upeh cc.
pletion of this 4y, = will rot to proper sbto id oriile TDH b¥ 1T, £u-11L T
32 a1 212/52h25.

5. The followin: nomed officers are pid do ficers (lub gouncil, ic
meet ot the call of tho President thercef; for the 3¢ of crisidering and
cd to it. Ifinubes of

13 col LIFZEL R. GORRELL Chi5hk95 Fresident
17 jor DONALD C. HAAPCER o1574¢30
oot ERIEET R. PRICLETCN 01638240 - :
apt FRAWLIN A. DICK 3565197
1st 1.t JCSWCH D. DRULFIELD JH 0650363
ist Lt DALE C. CIBTEID 01533755
lst Lt JOIN F. REG. 0569887 AL Reccrder
(Trovel dir is pursuent to cuth conteained in lst md, He U S Strotecic ,ir Forees
in Qurepe, 2 Dee 19hk, to Lir, Hi Turopean TG, US3s filc Jud.d rEu, 22 rov 19hKY




50 6, #g 368th Fir gp, 19 Jam 45, conbrd.

"By order of Lt Col FEREGO:

HGH L. 2ICE,
S oot Majore. Air (orgs,
OFFICIL: v B Adjutonts

‘- "
e s
p
AUGA L wICo,
tajor: air gorps,

Adjutont.

DIBTRIBUTICE:

LY 4




IEADUUARTERS (ADVAYCED)
AIX TACTICAL ATR COMMAND
office of the Commanding General

AFQ 141, US Army
2l Janvary 1245

3UNJECT: Comuendsilion.
TC : Commanding Df<tiear, 368Gk Fighter Croup, APO 141, US Army.

1. ©On 22 january 1945 the operational units of this Cormand achicved
the grestest wholessle destruction of enemy transport since the begiming of
our operations. On that day our fighter-bember formation, attacking viciously
despite heavy concentrations of enemy flak, destroyed or damaged 1747 mctor
irensport, tanks and armored vehicles, doubling our previous best day's record
of destruction. These tremendous losses by an enemy already pitifully lacking
in transport, cennot but materially effect his ability further tc resist.

2. Ths operations of your Group on that dey were ouistandingly effeciive.
By womplishing thé destruction or damage of 589 motor vehicles, 4 armored ve-
hicles and by killing of 150 eunemy troops your units mede a major coutribution
to the successes of ths dey. I feel sure thal, as reported by your pilots,
your claims of destruction and damage were very conservative and that undoubt~
edly many more losses were inflicted on the cremy than the official figures
portray.

3. 1 amvery pieased bc comnend the personnel of your Group highiy for
their outstanding part in this record day and to express my full confidence
that their high devotion io duty, great cnvrage and atility will continue io
provide exceptional contributions tu our wliimate viciory.

I. P. weyland s/
C. F. GEYL-ID,
vrig. Gen., Joe,
Commanding.

PRt

: 1st n.. .
ERADCUARTERS 368TYH FIGHIER GRGUF, AFC 141, U S *rmy, 31 Jan 1945.

TC: CO'S, 3%5tna Ftr Sg, 396th Fir Sq, 397th Fir Sq, APC 141, U S Army.

Tt is with & great deal of pride that I forward these commendations
from General Armold tc you boys. I hope that 211 of you arz as proud of the
job you have accomplished, as I am of you as individuals. You fellows led
the way in the mass destructicn of the retreating Germans. You are all fight-
ing "one hell of a war'*. Kany Thanks.

Frank S. Perego /s/
FRANK S. T'EREGO,

Lt. Colonel, Air gorps,
Commanding .

RS R s R




ERATQ IRTRRS
NINTZ &R FORCE
AP0 696, U S amy,
22 Jamuary 1945,

BATTLS HOTORS

1, Under the provisions of Sction IV, Circular Mumber 333, WD, 1943,
the following-named units of the Finth Air Force are cited for outstanding
performance of dnty in action against the enery, The citation reads as follows:

* & * * w”

“The 368th Fighter Group, TFor outstanding performence of duty in
action ageinst the enemy on 3 S2ptenber 1944 in the execution of an air-zround
effort in conjunction with units of the ground forces in the vicinity of Hons.
In the face of a withering barrage of antiaircraft and small arms fire, flights
of the 368th Fishter Group bombed and strafed enemy targets. The group de—
stroyed 262 motor transport and damaged 30 more. In addition, 230 horse~dramm
vehicles wore destroyed as well as en undstermined mmber of enemy personnel
in the target areas. The group was further successful in seeking out, strafing

RESTRICTED

Par 1, 60 No 14, Eq Ninth Air Force, 22 January 1945 contd,

and bombing targets of opportunity that impeded the advance of the ground
forces, To accomplish their assigned task, eighty-three P-47 aircraft were
dispatched on seven missions to strike a devastating blow in disrupting and
battering the German defenses, The victorious exploits of the.pilots of the
368th Fighter Group who strack a staggering dblow to the enemy's supply of
armored vehicles and motor transport, exemplify that leadership, teamwork and
flying skill which is in keeping with the highest traditions of the service.!

> * * * *

By command of Major CGeneral VANDZIBER::

7 7 MILLARD,
Colonel, GSC
C of S

0. ¥. Seebach [s/
C K SEE3acE
Colonel, AGD A TRUE EXTRACT COPY:

Adjatant General /447//1[/’ .

: HUeH 1. RICS,
Major, dir Corps.
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FORCE ELEASE NC. 127 (ctascu wo aebiwvibies of 3 geptuimber

[TINTR & T 7ORCT TOUBERS DESIRCY MIMNDFL.L & CREMEN VIUICLES

LINTH & TR FORCE KLADCUARTERS, FRANCE.(DILLYED)--Catching thousands of re-
treating German vehicles in a tremendous traffic jam between Nons and Drussels.
Thunderbolts and Iightnings on Sunday destroyed 919 trucks, 757 horse-drawmn
vehicies and 59 zruored cars to set a new days record U<z uhe Linth Adr Force
Tactical 7ir Command. The fighter bombers virtually were unoppcsed by the
Lufvwalfe,

The coneentraticn of vehicles was Jdiscoverca early Sunday morning by pilots
of the Thurderboli group commanded by Colonel Gilbert L. ifeyers, Iilford,
Towa. The group earred top honors for the day by knocking out 294 trucks and
23C horse~drawn velicles and artiilery plsces in the dawn Lo Lusk atbaci,

WThe {ermans siure using everything they cun get hands on,% said gaptain "illiam
R. Gibson, Jjeanette, Fa., & Thunderbolis sguadron lezder. Hie caught a column
-of hcrse drawn ertillery; some were four-vwheeled long toms, and the rest were
two wheeled fieiz guns. ~hen we sterfed the column the horses bolted in every
direction.n

A squadron led by paplain John H. Lougee, 3 rardinal Roza, liorcester, Fass.
flew a gunnery pattern vhich left 75 vericles burning. Anolher led by Ca-talr
. oy

william R. nibson, Jeunetie, Fa. kuocxed out 140 vehieles southwest of Yons
where they found & convoy estimated al 506 units.

uIive never seen anything like it,r sail Gol. Ray J. Stecker, Hezelilown, ra. 1-47
group commander, MIn the small Towns anu villages, enemy vehicles were stanu-
ing bumper to bumper. At one point, we were going down to strafe when a col-
umn of 4merican tenlis cere racing along the road and we had to pull up.v

wnile the pilots were sirafing the columns, Allied tanks raced inbo the midst

of the enemy convoys and within a few minutes dozens of vehicles were abandoned
by their crews. .

ety
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' HELDIUARTERS
368T7H FIGHTER GROUP
o AP0 141, Us Se pTHY
27 January 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS )

NWVBER 83

1. pl (911) walter J. Gabaz, 12193899, 397th Fir 5as is placed on TDY fer a
periocd of approximately two (2) days, wp fr this sta o/a 27 Tan 1945 to H9 XIX
qac for the purpose of delivering personnel $hereto. Upon completion of this TDY,
M will ret to proper sta and orgne TDN by MTe 60-13) P 432-02 2 212/50425.,

2, ynder the provisions of Par 7 b (1), AAF Regulation 50-7, L June i9hh,
the following board of officers is appointed to cxamine applicents for peronautical
Ratings:

L%t.gol TRAK 5. PEREGO mebh22  AC

1t col JOHN D. W. HAESLIR 0432193 ac

Maj THOMAS J. CARBINE 0392748 AC

Maj DONALD A. DAVIS OLLT2L9 MG

Kaj DEMNIS (RISP 027531 AC

a - capt CARLOS K. TALBOIT 025797 AC

3. Having been aspd this orgn per par 3, SC 20, Hg 1345h Repl Bn (AAF},
. 20 Jzn 1945, the followin: named officers are further as;d to 5S¢ indicated:
& ? .

24 1t (1055) HELLUT F. OKUSSEIT 827262 ¢ 395th Fir Sg
24 1t (1055) RGBERT D.. SHEEDY . 0830341 ¢ 396th FEr s¢ |
2d.Lt (1055} MAURICE J. SHEA 0830340 AG 397%h Fir sS4
28,1t (1055) CLIFFORD J. PRICE 0830070 AC¢  397th Fir sq
24 Lt (1055) WILLISM A. SHEPARD (830342 AC  397th Ftr Sq

Lo The Tollowing named 0 & Ff arc placcd on TpY for a period of approximately
four () days, ¥p fr this sta o/a 29 Jan 1945 to mtposition Bldg, Brussels, Belgium,
thence to Reims, France, for the purpose of picking up ratiohs. Upon completion
of this Tpv, they will ret to proper stz and orjne. TON by MT, mit acft or rail.
6011, P 432-02 ; 212/50425 and 60-105 P 432-02 a 212/50425. AUTH: VCCG XIX TACe

1st Tt JOHN F. HEGAN 0569887  AC
9/5 wilson E. Holsinper 13145623 (Dpriver) 2499th MReR Sg

5. 15t Lt HARAWD V. DRUIC&S:HAI\K, 5677995 4Cs is dotailed to conduct the
monthly inveatory of the group Fost Exchange on 31 Jan 1945+ °

-1 -




508, Hg 368th Fir gp, 27 Jan 45, gont'de

6« Under the provisions of AR 600-81, Sgt (345) Edward W. Nieman, 16037001,
Hq 368th Fir Gp, having pessed aptitude and drivers guslification tests, end having
been assicned to duty as a driver. or assistant driver of a vehicle or as an actual
and active driver instructor. performed duty for a minimum cf three months as a
driver or assistant driver of an Army vehicle without traffic violations and with
an accident-free record and with aratm'* of e.eccelle‘rb 1s "awarded the Motor Vehicle
Driver Badge. '

7« Under the provisions of AR 500-81, the following named EM, 395th Fir Sq,
having passed aptitude apd drivers guaolification tests, and having been assigned to
duty as a driver or assistant driver of a vehizle or as on actual and actlv\, driver
mstructor, perforred duty for o minimm of threc months =s o driver cr assistolt
driver of an prmy vehicle withoub iraffic viclabions and-with an accident-free
record and rating of.cxzeellent. are awarded the Motor vehicle Dra.v‘.r Badbe. T

S/Sz:;t. John J, iurphy 11030874 gpl john m. con:lolly 312301;31
St pavid palme 39297507 pl Hemwry I.» Moidel 32282263
Sib alton 4. pevidson 17110757 -~- . pPc Ciifford T. Stubinger -~ 36642616
¢pl Ralph J. Flezick 33305245 . Pfe minuild L. DEFOTse . 251291898
cpl chesier E. Urie 353195966 PPe¢ gidney @gréssman’ P 32495450
cpl charles We Race 33760523 - Tfo goorge J. Simpson - 31268713
cpl vietor I. Martin 31083537 -3 F¥t williom Eo Newbon - - 16093320
"' £v% Thomas F» Lynch 37329021
8¢ 1mder the provisions of s 600-81. D7t Viehor Jo Rebideau, Hg 368th Fir
€p, having completed a standard vehicle muchenice's course with -a rating of skilled .
or having sufficient previcus erporience as an aubomotive meghanic to-justify a
skilled ra ating, havins been assirned #o dudy oS an automotive mechanic,. second’
echelon or hi her, or as an aetua. and achive .instructor of .such wechanies. and
havin; perforred duty for a minimum ef three months as- an asvtaomotive mchmuc,
second echelon or hi her, wn.th a rating of c:«:coll.,:n: 2 13 nwarded the Noto:r: Vehlc}.e
Mecham.c Badpe o : : B

%
having completed a
hav.mg sufficicnt previous ucperloncc 235 an uuomafrrb mechanic t Hi
skilled I‘-’“tln[;, having been assi “1“;1 To d'ﬁ j s a:; auv_,no'?:.ar" mechanit

hw1n performcd duty for a minimum of thr c mou"l*q as an antorot
second echeloa or higher, with & I'Eluln[_; of excellcnt are awarded the Mot
Mechanic Badge. R R

S/Sst Joka Jo Hurphy 11030874
Sgt pavid peima 39297507
CPi Ralph J. Flanick 33305245

(Travel d4ir is pursucnt to suth cortzined in lst Ind. HG U Sstrate”la AT Fory
in Burope, 2 Dec 194}, to Lir, Hi European 70, (Sis file 300.1; 1DH, 221\1 v

By order of Lt (ol FEHEGO:

e i
7 A ey s ) Jajor, Al’ﬂ COIPS’ L
Aved L. RIGE, _ Adjutante g
Major, { ~ corps, f
Adjutant, L




AP0 lhl- y Us Se ATTY
29 Jenuary 1945

‘SPECIAL ORDERS )

e
NUMBER 9)

. 1. 1ist Lt CARL H. GUNILACH, 0571886, ac, is appointed Iwestigating officer
to investigate courts-Martial charges against cpl Floyd T. Nelson, 39835675, 395th
Ftr SG. complete report of investigabion on WD AG0 Form 120 will be submitted to
this Hg in triplicate.

2,. Under the provisions of Par 3a, AR 35-320, 17 June 43, the fol named
officers are aptd (lass wan pnent Fin Officers, for orpn indicated, to Major JOHN
P. VOLIVA, FD, pccountable pisbursing Off, 84th Service group, for the pmt of
officers and EM P/R for the monih of Jan 45.

1st Lt ¢SWALD DORIA 01640399 s Hg 368th Firhter group

lst Lt SAMUEL R. SCHCEIELD 0582942 ¢ 395th pighter Squadron

.24 Lt THGSS G. MONAHAN 0583418  ac 396%th Fichter Squadron

1st Lt GE(RGE E. GILL 0843973  ac 397tk Fishter Scuadren

1st 1.t NORBERT H. BRUSKY 0873653 aC 21st Teather Su pet WR®

1st 1,5 NORBERT H. BRUSKY 0873663 aC 40th pobile (com 8§ Det mR"

1st 1t LEOC N. CULKIN 6505551 P 1293rd M P Co (&vn) Less Det 4

ist Lt HIRAM D. BELAK 01558233 0R”D 45th ord Bomb pisposal Sg -

24 Lt ROBERT L. STMRBUCK  011083k2 (& 2137th Engr (4vn) F/F Platoon

amo JAES C, WEAKLEY 72104932 uUsa Hg & HqQ Sg, o4th Service group
capt ROBERT S. GRUHN 01634830 s¢ 1074th signal o Yess pDet 4B

1st Lt JOHN S. DRISCOLL 01593547 QNG ©382nd pir Service Sguadron

1st Lt JAES ¥. WooDS 01636849 SC 107hth Signal go Det rar

ist Lt JOHN P. BANYON 01555340 =D 181h4th ¢ord Se co (4vn)

1st 1t PAUL M. BORGES 01581039 qo 1221st M co Dpet wan

1st Lt DALLAS D. ALSIE T01577050 oo 2h99%h QM Trk o gvn pet man

1st Lt GEOAGE I. TI:BERLAKE 0860770 4AC 29th MReR Sq I.ess Det uan

3+ In accordance with Litr HG XIX TAQ, Subj: rmducational advisement by Inter=
viewr, file 352, dtd 24 Jan 45, opl (405) Frank S. Stowell, 39199927, Hg 363th Fir |
GD,» is appointd Fducation gdvisor for the 368%th ¥ir gp and atchd units.

Lke In accordance with Memo Hq XIX TAC, Stbj: "Movement by Motor Transportn,
atd 27 get 194k, copt MAURICE KING, 01553290, AC, is appointed wncall ynise
commander for the 368th Fighter group.

By order of Lt (ol PEREGO:

) HUGH L. RICE,.
eFFICIAL: /) Major, Air corps,

/ /’/ % Ad jutant.

pd
HUGH L. RICE,
Major, Air cerps,
Adjutant.




