@ HISTORICAL REPGRT &~
& 1 July to 31 July
v sy

Information contained hiérein, is written in compliance with Ninth
Fighter Command Nemorandum Number.20-4, date 22 December 1943. It is a resume
of the activities of thg 368th Fighter Group Headguarters, for the month of
July, Ist to 31st 19k "~ .

1. OEGANIZATICN
Fo Change.
STRENGHT AS CF 31st JULY 1944

Figures shown below are total strength for Group Heaguarters and

assigned pamadrons.

Assigned Personnel Authorized Personnel
Officers—~———mw-==193 Officers———mmmam—e-331
Enlisted ¥enw————873 Enlisted Men-~—m----826

10666 1067

DATE OT AR°IVAL AND DEPARTURE FRGY EACH STATION IN ETO:
Departed USAAF Station 404, Chibbolton, “Hants, England 1st July
for Advanced landing Strip number A-3, 2 miles east of Cardonville,
France, arriving ong 3 July 1944.

LOSSES IN ACTION:
Nil ffor Group Headguerters)

5%
AUARDS /ND DECORETIONS:

idviard of Distingushed Flying Cross:
Lt, Col. Frank S. Perego

Award of 2nd Sliver Ozk Ieaf Cluster lo Air Medal:
Lt. Col, Frank S. Perego
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PAGE ONE

L Jnly 194k

A3th  the rest of the Group isn't over here as yet they are expected at any time,
Here .t the strip in France business goes on as usual. We are flying missions as fast
as they can be bhrown at us, They are mostly ground support work with & little

srmed recce work and intercept work thrown in for good measure. Today managed

to rass off as an easy deoy tho', we were alerted for missions but due to the

weather we could not perform any of them.

This evening a traveling USO show, "The Skyblazers" put on a performance at the
Special Service tent for all personnel. Not expecting any entertainment of this
form aover here, we vere 2 little surprised at the announcement. The show was
well attended and well areceived by a1 personnel in the Group. From opinions
expressed by the "first nighters® it is hoped that there will be more ghows of
this type along at some future date.

2 July 194k

The weather cleared up sufficently to allow us to fly foday., Our first job was

2 dive bombing mission to knock out a railroad bridge near Nantes. The 396th

took this one., Major Sparks lead 12 P-47s off st 1421 on their way to see whatt
they could do in the way of putting them out of commission. Results of the mission
were excellent, hits were observed on the bridges, the tracks were out on 2l of
them but nof spans were down, The squadron did not Tun into trouble, but 15
minutes after take off, Lt. John L. Carters' prop went out and his engine failed.
He celled in a £ix and said he was bailing out. No chute was seen, but his wimg-
man saw the plane going down, obviously with no one at the controls. The squad-
Ton proceeded on the mission snd returned home with out further trouble.

The 397th Squadron was 2lerted suddenly for a scramble intercept mission five
different times over a pelod extending 211 afternoon. One Flight of A planes
were the only ones to see any enemy aircraft. A4Onplus Me-109's and Fw~1901s
ware obgerved over Caen, but due to a greater superiority in enemy planes our
pilots took evasive actlon and ducked for the clouds. Two of the boys took 2
couple of long range shots at the e/a before running and results were unobserved.
The rest of the patrols werr uneveniful, no enemy aircraft were sighted or en-
- countersd any place they were directed to fly by the controller,

In a ceremony in the 395th are a today, the DFC was presented to Lt. Cél. Frank
S. Perego, Deputy Commander, lMajor Henry Quizby, CO, 395th Sgdn., Major Paul
Douglas, CO 396th Sqdn., Major J.D.¥. Haesler, CO 397th Sqdn., and Capt Thom2s
¥ontag, Operaticns Officer, 395th Sgdn. in recognition of their services as
squadrong commanders and in their ability as leaders. A1l of these pilots have
flown &t least 30 missions before D-Day and are continuglly flying them every
day. General E. R. Quesada, Commanding General, IX Tactical Alr Command decor-
ated the pilots. Among the visiting officers gus Colonel Dyke Heyer, Former
Commanding Officer of the 366th Fighter Group.

3 July 19k

For a while today it seemsd as thcs there wouldn't be any flying. Starting early
this morning it rained all day and kept operatioms at a standstill. Several
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* 3 July 194k (continued)

briefings were held as standbys. It looked for @ time as tho! we would get in

a éoft day, but it seems as thot' this weather jis zbout as fickle as 2 woman,
Around 1600 the ceiling lifted ns therain stopped @nd thenext thing the phone
rang with the obvious results. There was enough time for each Sguadronsto fiy
one mission aplece, s1l dive bombing of concrete strong points behind enemy lines.

The 395th was the first one 6£f, 12 of their planes zoomed down the runway and
the lask one leaving the grouyd at 1753. The boys proceeded to the target and a
dropped their bombs with fair results. While bombing s going on the controller
called in and told the boys to investigate some reproted enemy aircraft. The
pilots took a looksee in the area, ‘but no E/A were sighted. Al thisdisappointment
they turned around and came home landing at 1928.

The 397th took off next at 1801 to dive bomb the same type of target at a different
point, Due to the nearness of the strip to the assigned areas it seldom tekes
more than 6 £o 7 minutes to Teach the target. They dropped their bombs with

fair results on the target getting several good hits. On the way back the boys
did a little strafing, destroying two fuel tracks and one unidentified objectw
which gave forth a tremendous amount of white smoke. No enemy aircraft were
sighted 2t dmy time. All planes were back home abt 1959.

The 396th was the last squadron off, and agein the weather broke up any thoughts
of doing any bombing. They went te the assigned target @nd then after they got
there it was totally obscurred by 10/10s cloud cover. The word was given to come
home and 211 bombs were jettisioned in a swamp west of the base. A1l back at 2150,

The pasar eschelon had been expected &b any time having left England on the 2nd of
July. About 1700 the trucks loaded down with the personnel rolled in the gate and
on to the strip. They were guided to the 395th area and there they discharged
their carge of tired men, home at last after 2 long trip from England. Therre
were exclamations of wonder and cries of welcome to tne members of the advance
eschelon who had come out to see what ii was &1l abouh. More than one persth

was glad to see them come, some for the pleasure of seeing old friends and cthers
because there would be more men te take up the burden of work, what little there
was left to do. : :

4 July 1944

As the meh awbke on this morning and went off to their daily tasks, good natured
banber was passed back and forth on the subject of this being Independence day.
Altho' no one had any fire works we could hear thz rumble of heavy artillery

off in a distance, the sound of which filled our ears &l day. Ve had to console
ourselves with this and any bombing our boys would do, as our contribution to a
noisy fourth, The day wasn't any differneht than the others that had psssed since
we landed. Missions cazs up and were flovn er serubbed 28 the weahter permitied,
For the menof "BY party it was a day of work, their holes had to be dug and fixed
as living quarters. Pup tnets were pitched over the holes and by night fall every
one was dug in and sleeping at least 2 foot below the surface of ithe goound,

.
4

Meanwhile on the operational side, our boys flew 3 missions, one pev sguadren,
with the 395th first off at 0745 to excube an armed recce and dive boabing mission.
on an gun emplacement back of enemy lines., Results of the bokbing were exzellent

strikes were well concentrated, the way back a convoy was sputted and strafed
with undetermined results. NO ene %g? were sighted and all planes wers
back on the strip 2t 0847.
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4 July 194t (continued)

The next squadron to take off as the 396th, their job £ being the same -type, armed
recce and dive bombing of gun emplacements, The results of the job were wery

good, the target was thought to be probably destroyed, with 75 per cent hits
obtained. A convoy of enemy vehicles was stopped on a road so the boys dropped
down for a little shooting, coming away leaving four destoppdd trucks and sevemal
more burning. 411 planes were back at the sbrip at 1300, having sighted no booglcs
and experiencing little flak,

The 397th ran into a little excitment on their mission. They vent out to dive
boub road bridges adto execute an srmed recce, but while bombing 18 FF 190s
were ssen below them and over the town of Coutances, Only 4 bombs were dropped
on the bridge and the rest were jettisioned. The bridge was weakened but not
badly hit. Results of the chase were 1-0-1, Capt. Eugene Y, Potter getting his
first destroyed and also & damaged. Theis was the only encounter altho! the rest
of the planes had given chase., All planes were back home at 2058 after which it
was decided to cadl it a day. )

5 July 1944

It vas business as usael again today after 2 somewhat uneventful fourth. Several
of the boys were heard to voice their dissatisfaction over not having any fire
works to shoot off, but it was decided to let this pass and to keep an eye on
them as pending sectioneeight cases,

It wasnét an early start this morning. Ve had 31l been up several hours, wmven the
pilots, when our first mission request came in. The 395th was detailed to go

out and dive bomb a roddbridge and to execute an armed recce in the area south of
St., Lo, The boys must have had plenty of sleep last night because their eye had
impoeved enough to totally destroy the bridge by two direct hits. Since there
wasn't a target to aim at any more, the boys dispersed the rest of their bombs ina
woods that gave evidence of having gun positions.

fterftthe bombing they proceeded on to the recce mission over the assigned area,
Only things observed were several trucks marked with Red Crosses., On return the
boys reproted that this arez was very heavﬂy defended by flsk guns, worse than
ang they had emperienced so far.

After Ue 395th mission we went on 1 hour alert., This is the way we stoocd until
the middle of the afiernoon vwhen the 396th was detailed to go out and @ive bomb

a crigdrweb of roads, Missicn was uneventful, results of the bombing were
excellent with 907 hihLs were smaitk on the target, Planes returned irmediately
from he target ianding back at the base & 1722, It is in‘:.crestmg to note that
these missions last only an hour and & half on the average, this is a far cry from
the missions¥ised to fly from FEngland which lasted «s long as 3 hours of actual
engine time,

A11 Squadrons managed to gt in bhree missions even with threatening weiather cond-
itions. Another womkhxw? poiht of interest is we fly missions with weather cond-
jtions that would have caused us to scrubb a job back in England. Remarks have
been passed that they have been saving all their bad weather for the invasion, .
and as it is usually said when you are new to 2 strange couniry “This is unusual -
vieather for this time of the year"-.--u.-.-.--l”!ll”lu

The 397th last, but not least, took" %% ssion, to dive bomb 2 road
bridge near enemy lines. They must g’rylng day sitting zround maiting
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5 July 1945 {continued)

becauss resulis uere very poor. No bombs fezl on the bridge and it wasn!'t damaged
to any dffect. 411 bombs f&ll in the Smmediate area of the bridge., On the way
home several tanks were wtrafed with undetermined results. 411 planes were home
at 1847.

5 July 1944

4 day of rst ang relaxation for the pilots, but one of unreserved work for the
men and officers of headquarters., A release until daybreak on the 7th had come ia
about 2000 last night giving us-all day to work. NeeBless to sgy it was very
weclome, every thing was in a chaous, maps and papers were all over the office.
Due to the quickness in which a briefing would come up, information had to be
gottma for dissemenation almost ab once. Briefing maps were put in order, pheto
meps were arranged so the right one could be found in 2 moments notice. (Call
boards were made for 3-2 and 3-#3 sections to make notification of sguadrons
easier. At the close of the day we tip-toes out of the office, fezsfully lest

by creating a2 slight breeze ve would destroy a good days work,

7 July 1944

Things started popping early this morning. After the nfce Tresbt we had been given
yesterday we were expected to be on the ball. In the course of the day our boys
flew six missions, two per souadron. The types of misséons were dive bombing,
strafing, and ammed recce.

The 397th was first sguadron off this morning on a dive bombing job, target: a
concentration of enmy vehicles, The field order stated that they vwere to be bombédd
and then strafed. They had just finished bombing and the firsht flight vas going

down when the controller called in and warned the pRlobs that there were EfA

in the vicinity. 12 plus /4 attacked suddenly as they were going down, then breaiing
of f and heading back into the cloudsy e came out on the debit sfide of the ledger
losing two fine boys, ¥/0 4. J. Cleever =nd Bapt. F. ¥. Potter. F/0 Cleever was
attacked and destroyed by an Z/A dnd Capt, “obter 1as lakt seen attacking a 190

head on. The froup vill miss these two fine boys. Our claims are only onk 190
‘amaged by ILt. John F. Foliz.

Tor their seccnd mission they were given ancther dive bombing mission, this time
on & gun emclacement. This time the job went off without event. The boys teok
plenty of itime and planted their bombs right on the red smoks merker., Resulis wers
excellent, the smoke marder was blown oi%. Very little strafing was carried

out, Major Hendricks destroy=d one staff car and a truck after which they came

rome and landed abt 1417,

The 396th was the second scuadron up this morning, 12 of thelr P-i7s tock off on
a @ive bombins mission. They never had 2 chance to carry out their azsigned
task however, on the way to the target, hhey were jumped by 6 to B 190s causing
thep to jettision their boubs over the combat area. (Claims for the encomnter are
1-0-2, Lt. ¥ Clson and Lt. Howie teaming up to dowvm one 190, while Major Sparks
got one damaged ad Cept. Meyers ad Lt. Benton damaged another. The E/A then
broke off and our buys fobuwiuasu . w.« sbtrip landing at 1044. )

Ror their second mission they were given anohter dive bormbing job on anobber

target, this one to be a gun emplscement. This missien went off entirely witheut -
event., Results of the bombing were #4490 per cent of the bombs landed in . .
the smoke marBed area. : g 1 55T B ] Bl
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7 Juiy 194k (continued)

The first mission for the 395th was 2 dive bombing job on a enemy strong point
near the lines, The job was carried out without event, no enemy A/C were seen
and no flak wes fired at the beys. Results of the bombing was excel”ent with
hits all over the area. Convoys of vehicles were seen, but not one was attacked
because they seemed to be lead by civilians.

Their second mission was a combination armed recced and dive bombing job on a road
bridge. Againthe mission was carried out without evenu, nu enemy A/C were sighted,
and no fiak was experienced. Results of the bombing were excellent, the bridge
1as compelety knocked out, No strafing was carried out because all vehicles seen
were marked with R®d Crosses. All planes returned to base at 2122,

8 July 1944

To round off a full week the Group duplicate yesterdays feat by flying six missions
again today, to per sqdn. The 396th was first off this morning, going out to dive-
bomb Le Bignon 4/F the first target of this type in a long time. 12 P-47€s took
off at 0703 loaded with one 500 1b. G.P. bomb under each wing. We have our first
tire to come using 1000 1lb. bomb on this ground support work. The mission was
flown with-out event, no enemy a/c were seen and very little flak was experienced.
Results of the bombing was very good. Many hits were obiained on the strip and hedge
rows &long the sides. No aircraft were seen on the field at the time of bombing.
Strafing results were on staff carg and one truck. fhe second missien went pre-
tty much the same way., The job this time was to dive bomb gun emplacements at

Le Beny Bocage. Resulfs were excellent, 90% of the hits were in the target area,
- although no emplacements were seen. Several lsrge convoys of ¥/Tls were seen,

but they were 211 covered with Red Crosses. The pilots report that there was
more trucks around today than any other time since D-Day.

Tt was & full day for the 396th Sqdn. which was suddenly alerted at 1330 for &
dive~bombing of a strong point and communications center. Within a half an hour
the planes were on their way to the target which was bombed with .very good re-
sults, Hits were obtained in the target area between the twe aiming points.
Nothing eventful took place, all planes were back & 2054, having dme no strafing
or recce work, This mission completed a full day, that saw the 396th leading

the pack by flying three missions, one with the 397th who in turn flew two a1l
told, The 395th flew two missions. It was noticeable that the boys were ready
for a little rest and relaxation that night, by the number that turned out teo

see the movies at the speical service tent.

The 397th was second off this morning their first mission one of dive bambing

2 road bridge. The primary target turned out to be a culvert and because of its
size only six a/c attacked it., The rest of the planes dropped their boxbs on road
intersections and other bridges. Results of this bombing was good. The primery
terget is thought to be out as 211 boubs landed on or very near the bridge.

A1l planes then returned without event, landing ay 1027.

For their second mission they teamed with the 396th for a dive bowbing job on

some gun emplacements. It turned out to be 2 disappointment for the bogs becauge
after arriving over the area no emplzcements could be seen. The vicinity had been -
well bombed before. The bous peeled off anyway and dispersed their bombs tho=

roughly on the area with unobserved resulti. A11 planes then returned home,

landing at 1453. 7 %§ “»%%
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8 .4%2 194, (continued)

First target for the 395th was & strong point nesr the enemy lines. 11 p-47ts
took off at 0905 loaded with 2--5C0 1b. bosbs, one under each wing. The missiong
wag flovwn without event. Results were very good with marked areas completely
biotted out after bombing. Seversl horse drawn wagons were seen in the town of
St. Martin, but were not attacked. Strafing results were one truck destroyed.

Second mission for the 395th was one the boys all enjoy going on. They were
given no specific task except to look for targets of opportunity. First tar-
get attacked was a marshalling yard at St. Martin, and the rest of the bombs
were dropped on roads filled with traffic. Resulis of bombing is undetermined.
1t. Erwin M. Pascal was seen to bzil out of his plane after he had called in
his ship was on fire. Since no e/a were in the vicinity it is thohght this
was due to flak. Lt. Pascal will be missed as he was well-liked by his fellow
men. This was the only event 3in an otherwise routine mission, the rast of
the planes were back at 1725.

9 July 19hk

Another full day for the officers and men of the Group. It turned out to be
one of plenes taking off and landing, briefings being held, missions taking
form and being scrubbed, Due to bad weather conditions it isntt possible to
fly as many missions that are scheduled. It is almost possible to say that
the weather nolds the fate of the pilots flying or not in the palm of its
hand.

Results of the five separate missiens today varied from good to excelkent,
Targets were the usual ground-suppert installations, gun emplacements, strong
points, and tank and troop cacentrations. The 397th and 395th got in two
missions a-piece and the 396th followed with one. Strafing clzims were few,
convoys of military vehicles are not as frequent as they used to be. Claims
for the day were: tanks, 1-0-3, ¥/T1s 2-0-0. No enemy aircraft were encount-
ered on any of the missions but there was plenty of molesting flak, mostly
light AA fire,

The ultimate in publicity was attained by this Group when a story appeared in
the July 9th edition of the Yank magazine depicting the part this outfit
played in the battle for Cherbourg. Enclosed as 2 supporting document is

the enbire story. (Air Support for the 79th) Supporting Document Number one.

10 July 194k

Only one mission was flown today and this by the 395th. Bad weather kept the
rest of the Group groynded a1l day, clearing up only once to allow the 395th
to perform an armed recce in the immediate area south of St. Lo. The bogs ’
spotted a target and dive-bombed it with unobserved resulis, reason being there
wag so much light flak firing at them,2ll they wanted to do was get away from
there., No enemy aircraft were seen and fisk was light #nténse heavy. Upon
return from this mission the boys waited aroynd for a release or another mig-
sion, but nothing came up so the boys called it 2 day and headed for the sack
or the movies., General!Comments® from the boys run like, "slow day" or
npretty softn.

Because of many requestsclasses were started tonite for the serious study of
the French language. The group has two interpreters attached to it and they
are especially proficient in French and German. The beginners class is given
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PAGE SEVEN

10 July 1944 {continued)

by S/sgts. Levesqﬁé arnd Gtasrud. The advance class for those who have had a 1little
French is taught by Capt. Donald ¥. Cleary, Group Chaplain,

in interesting sidelight on the "Sky Pilot® came out today when a clipping brought
to light a fact that Chaplain Cleary had said the first Mass in a little village
west of the strip. Being especailly profiecent in the French language he has no
trouble in giving his sermon in both Prench and English, for the benefit of the
GeI«s and the French civilians who attend the service.

1 July 1944

Four seperate missions todayl The 397th led with one dive bombing mission and one
armed recce, while the 396th and 395th flew one armed reccedapeice. fThe toutine

is different around here, everyone sits sround waiting for the weather to break

so they can faly., The boys are briefed on a mission early in the morning, then they
wait around half a day beforebhefceiling bresks up enough so they can stand up
without hitting their heads on the clouds.

Results of the bombing varied from good to excellent. Some of the targets hit were

& concentration of tanks at a road junction, three small railroad ¥/Y¥s and troop
convoys. There were no enemy aircraft sighted on any of the missions, bot the 397th
lostone fine pilot; Qapt. Joseph Marini, who has been with the Group since activiation.
He was seen to bail out of his ship vhen it caughi fire from Flak. ILt. Horlacker
followed him fown and saw him walk away in the company of two men. They could not

be identified as friendly or enemy.

The 396th and 395th mission went off without event. No E/A were sighted and there
was little flak fired at them. Both mission were routine, planes took off, performed
the missions and came home again. Only strafing claim for the day was one truck b
destroyed by Mgjor Sparks. ’

The first Red Cross club in France opened tonite for the members of the Group and

Squadrons. Also this afiterncon the first doughnbts made on French groundwere made
by Miss Florence Reed and her assistant Miss Helen OtHara. It, Gol. F. S. Perego

and Capt. R. E. Leary, the first pilots to officedlly land in France were on hand

to eat the first doughnuts. The club will be open for off duty h urs, for the

of the Group, it will be a place to relax, write letters, listenf to the radfio and
to drink a cup of coffee before going to bed. .

12 July 194k

After completing the mission yesterday a teletype came in releasing us for maintance
and training until daytreak on the 13th, giving us 2 ch ance to relax and get things
straightened out after the hbdtic days prior to this one. Targets were gone over,
migsions brought up fto date. The stat section caught up on its "Oprep At reports

of preceeding days. The communications section continued to change ibs wiring

set up for the Group, installing new lights, telephones and powerg units, They

gset up a German power unit, one that had been taken after the fall of Cherbourg.
The S-1 section continued to get in our hair by bringing all kinds of distrfbion

up for us to do more paper work on. The S-2 section threatened fo go crazy when upon
arrival at the office found three bundles of maps to be sorted out; listed, and filed
’ he rack. A new briefing map was prepared by S/Sgt. Nazzaro, who is now cursing the .
Es% %eel:mg i

n his thuith czused by Igésérﬁggks into tough plywced board. The
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12 July 1944 (continued)

Special Service sechbion asking fop suggesticns on how to st up a new PX se that
every man in the group will get the same amount of rations. They are sweating o
out the arrival of PFC Earl New who is off getiing the new @ilm for the nights
movie, It will be possible to answer the million and one gays who come in and
want to know the name of the picture., All in all it is a wuiet and routine day
for 211 concerned, things go on as usuzal, IID.SSlOl'l or no mission, released or not
rsleased.

Something new has been added--today a snack bar was set up in the Headguarters
area near 3-4 for the conviencence of the Officers amd Inlisted Men during workinz
hours. Doughnuis and coffe are the main items, bul specials are on the menu once
in awhile too. Craclcers with jam, canned peaches, ard oranges are teo of the main
speittal jtems that have béen on the menu since it opened. The bar is opersted by
donations of the men after they have comé thru the pay line. The coffee dispense
is Cpl. Ed. Spahn, lately of the cooks kitchen ardit is sife to say that he makes
the best coffee in the ET0, any way the shuff tastes likk coffee.

13 JUly 19kk

Up early this morning for a briefing on a Group mis 51on, the flrst in many a day.
The targets vere like those of -“ays gone by before the invasion. e were to go
out and bomb ¥{f and strefe railroads, RR bridges, rolling stock and embankments.
The briefing was held at 0830 &t which time we were given a 2 hour délay because
of weather. This delay lenghtened out until it lasted &1 morning ad part of
the afternoon up until 1448 when the 396th Sguadron tascied out and took off in
a cloud of dust. The next two squadrons took off at ten minute intervals, all
to patrol thr same railroad in Southern France on the Loire River, Not to much
activity in railrcad rolling stock was noted, but six locomotives were destroyed
about 50 box cars were attacked with borbs &d machine guns. Several of the cars
were leftburning and the tracks were thomoughly cut behind the cars. - & bridge
had been given as a primary target, bubt when it was reached it vas found to have
been bomb-d and destroyed. There were no enemy aircraft sighted on the mission
and very little flak was seen. A lot of enemy activity was seen along roads and a
few trucks were strafed ad destroyed. The last plane was back at the strip and
landed at 1730. The weather restricted &y more activity for today. There was
a solid overcast of 10/10s over the base and battle area.

Kaving expected Post Exchanres to be a thing of the pabkt we were surprised cne
night while weiting in line at the mess hald to see sighs about annoucing ihat
a PX voulid be in operation in the HQS. area, hours: 1800 to 2000, every evening.
¥aterid® for the veniture wais broughtover from England with the second eschelon
by the Special Service section with the help of the Executive Officer, Major

L. Gorrel. Supplies may be limited but it thought that there would be enupph fo
£ill the needs for about two weeks at hhe most

14 July 194k

e were to perform another Group mission this morning, ell p:.lots were assembled
in the brisfing wom to go over the target tours when Capt. ¥. D, Henry, dssistant '
Operations Officer, bounced into the briefing tent with an urgent request mission,
targ-t: to bomb ariillery observation post in a church, The 395th was scheduled
to take care of this little detail. The weather was by no meams suitable for
bombing, there was almost a 10/10s cloud coverage withu few occasional holes.. '.The
bombing was done thru thesr holes with faér}ﬁﬁod restbts. Direct hits by g bombs
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1k July 1944 (continued)

were observed to drop on the coubtyard inflicting damage on the chﬁrch. 4 bonbs
were dropped on a crossroads with unobserved results. No enemy aireraft were
encountered and there was 2 little flak throwm up. A1l planes were down at 11322,

The 397th and 396th were held on the ground because of the weather wnbil shoub
11G0 when it cleared sufficently to allow them to take off on railroad patrol. The
397th atbacked the northern mérshalling yard at Chateaudun because it locked like
a likely target. It was crowdddd with box cars and goods wagons, Afber bombing
there were many cars on fire and some were seen to explode, One oil car was seen
to be on fire, large clouds of healby blalk smoke were seen to come up from the car,

¥eanwhile the 396th started their patrol on the same railroad going from nothh to
south. The cloud coverage was so bad that no good targets could be fomnd. “hen
finally one hole did open up in the clouds t“ey bombed the trecks with fair results.
A direct hit was noted on the "V in the tracks east of Veneuil. Aafter bombing the
boys made & fighter wweep to the east and nothh and retirned fo base, NO E/A were
encountered and flak was only experienced =t one plane,

The 395th got in thef second mission today, taking off at 1225 to patrol their
section of the railroad. However due to the weather :nd solid overcast ihe briefed
target could not be found. The boys flsw on course looking for holes in the clouds
and targets of possible interest. The entire bonb load was dropped on the track and
it vas cult in several places. About 59 goods wagons n.ere seen in & small marshalling
rard and these were strafed. #bout 20 of them were destroyed ad left burning., HEo
enemy A/C were encountered, the sudes were clear of any type planes.

A5 July A9kL

“'e vere given another firoup mission for this morning. After yesterdays railrocad
patrolling it was a welcome respite to go out afier targets of differemt nature.
“& were scheduled to dive bomb one of ouar o.u targets, & railroad b -idge over the
Seine River at Mwuntes Gassicoukrt. Briefing was held at 0730 after which we were
held grounded the entire day until 1951 when the weather finally cleared enough
to @llow 36 of our-P-47s to take off. The boys arrived over the target =t 2100.
Three bridges vere picked as targets and the boys went after them. Rgsults of
the bombing was difficult to observe, because of heavy smoke over the area, Two
of the bri‘ges ¥ere destroyed and one severely damaged. #11 plenes then returned
to based, landing at 2210, just in time becaue fog was moving in so fast that in
five minutes the entire field was reduced to zero vi ibility. No enemy 4/C were
sighted and flak fire experienced was viciousz, three of our vhanes were dameged by
A& fire,

16 July 194k

Briefing again this morning at 08C0 for enother Group mission, the target was the

same as yestirdays, * railrcad bridge near Mantes-Gassicourt. #1tho! the briefing
wag held ea'ly in the morning the boys were held on the ground until late in the
afternoon because of the bad weather. Cur luck with the weather bas been bad the
lagt three days, it has been impossible to fly because of the solid overcast with

few breaks, It is noticable that the boys want to @ out and go after Jerry positions
and every once in awhile you satch then lodking into the s ky for signs of a

breskup, Qu-stions by the dozens are thrown a2t "Cloudy Joet {Li, Wewbon Steers)

for Information about the weather. ™ith all the talking that is done azboubt it

it sti]l stays around putting the tfpg gay missions that are planmed, . 7°
- EREY e s
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16 July 194k (continued)

A break came along about 1800 gj.vmg cur beys the chance they were looking for.
At 1826 the first Seuadror, 297¢h was t.azung of f followed by the 396th and 335th
each at a ten minute mt@ngal. Upon arrivgl cwer the target they had to lack
for targets of opportuniiy, because our nemesis the weathsr hed again Shiruea
thingze up. ‘fucie +83 5 solid cuwud cover ~ver the entire farget &rea so the bhoys
went out for targetsof opwortunily. Targets atbtzeclied were reilroad hridges,
military installations, marshh ling yerds and railroad tracks. Resulis of the
hombing on these targets of oprortuniiyf were excellent in =1l cases, one bridge
vas de~troyed by diredt hits, carsin marchalling area were hit and left bm‘nlr.g
rallv‘oad tracks vzre cut thorsughiy.

No enemy aircraft were encountered by any of the squsdrons on bheir missicns.
There was pl nty of anti-aircraft fire, five of our planes received betile damage.
A1l planes ard pllots returned safdély, the last one landing ab 2020, after which
ve were releaded until daybreak on the fdddowing days

17 July 19k

The weather is still restricting operations this morning, beeause of having a nicé
day yesterday it is to hazy to -=ee, visibility is anout one mile. Sbout noon

things cleared up suf ‘icently 1o enable the Group to £fIy 3 missions per squadron,
and one Group mission, making four missions in &ll, /fhe first one up this morning
vas the 396th, taking of f at 1231 to dive bcrb troop concwnt.ratlons, vehicles in
woods, and to strafe traffic jam if any at a c oss road Results of the bombdéng
vas zood, hits were obtained in the target area md the bombs were well concentrated,
Two trucks were strzfed by Nazjor Tparks flight lesving themon the road Y slightly
damaged. o enemy aircraft were sipht d and 211 the planes were back at hhe field
at 1334,

The 395tk vas the next souadron of £ ab 1244 to dive bozb gun posiitons and a gun
park, The mission wes absoutly uneventful, being flowm as briefed. Resutls mere
excellent with 211 the bomts landing in the east andsouth east portion of the woods.,
#11 plznes were back at 1348, having encouniered no enemy aircrafi., Wone of our
planes vere Camaged by flak which was light and heavy intermixed.

The 357th s mission was & little more exciting, 12 of their planes tock off at
1431 on an armed reccejﬁ missicn, Strafing was carried out on medium temks, staff
cars, jes s, soldiers, and alsc bowbins was cavj"«ed out on these targets plus

a bridee, Results of the strafing und borbing were several tanks kaocked oub,
staff car and jeep destroyed, 2nd 20 near misses nn these targets. The brldge
was damaged by near misses.

Lt. Rudolph Marko encountered znd destroyed one 190 southwest of Lt. Lo. It was
the first ikamdtt time that an enemy aircraft wes seen carrying & belly tank. This
brines the total of planes destroyed to 32 and 2 probables and 18 dammpged. #11
rlanes were back end landed 2t 1356,

The last mission for the day was z Group mission involving planes from each of the
squadrons going out to dive bomb strong points androad junciions. The mission was
uneventful being flown as briefed. R.sults of the bombing was excellmht, hits were
obtained on &1l of the targets and there was 2 good concentration of bombs.

Several of the targets that were marked by red smoke by ihe Ground Support Pariy
were completely blotted out. Ho eneawy aircr j; vere encountered it was a purely
routine mission, a matter of flymg‘ cgg? ,\ the job and retumning to the bose.
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18 July 1944

Today was a full day for the pilaots and officers of the Group. There were seven
operational missions flown teoday, six of them were out to dive bomb bridges over

the Orne River andone was an escort job to a B~26 that was dropping leaflets,
Results of the bombing were generally excellent. Two bridges were completely
destroyed and 4 ohters were severely damaged. Several bombs were dropped on other
targets such as cross roads and read jJunctions. DNirect hits were obtained on these
targets, The 396th lost a fine boy when Lt. John Spencer was shot down by flak

over his terget on the bomb run. The pilots did not Inow who it vas that was shot &
down until upon their return when it was found that Lt. Spencer was NYR. e will be zm
sorely missed by the officers sndmen of the squadron and a geezt desl of hope is
held out for his return.

Muite a bit of excibement was seen to take place down by the S-§ sections tent this
morning and upon investigation was found to be that the boys in the area were hot

on the trail of scme small animal, species unknown. After chasing the animal around
the water trailer for about 15 minutes Sgt. Hutchins of the medical) section pounced
upen it as it came ouil from under a tent, by dropping his helmet on it. Leaving

the helmet under the guard of the men that were watching the proceedings he set out
in seapch of a receptible to lodge the “eritter® in. When he came back and the cmn
he had procursed was in place everyone stood around with bated breath waiting for him
to take the helmet off, Slowly but surely he lifted it unly to look underit ard see
that it vas entirely empty, A shout of laughter was 1iffed into the air when Sgt.
Hutchins lifted his face with a look of shock, surprise, and disappointment. It is
feared that he will never live it down, because every where he goke he is known

as "The Hunter' by those who witnessed the show.

19 Julf 194k

The only operations scheduled for todaywas an escort job to a C~78. They were to
B/T £ ¥4 over the field ard after taking off ammsking the circle around the

field they couldn’t locate the ¢-78. The boys flew the briefed course until land~
fal1l out where the cloud ceiling became to low to continue, At one place the

clouds were dovn as far as 100 feet from thewater. The boys then returned to the
base at 1401, They encountered no enemy aircraft and no flak. All other operations
were scrubbed for the day because of the bad weather., Visibility was slmost nil,
and there eas a solid 10/10s cloud coverage.

20 to 23th July 19Kk

The weahte finally broke today, the "Rains Came" and with a finality that looked

as tho' they would be here for a long time. The perimeter strips and the tazi

ways are @ sea of mud and it is impossible to taxi a plene thru it, Jeeps and trucks
passing along the side make deep mats and get stuck firmly in the mud cavsing

more chzos, The rain finally stopped on the 23th but the strip is still in too bad

a shape to use, e have been releaded for maintance and training these thres.

days, 2ndin a1l the offices routine matter is being takend care of. The officers

in S-2 and 5-3 zre working on something that is very secret and is expected to break in
the next couple of days, hile it is raining you can whlk down the paths Jeading %o
the various foxholes and hear nice epithats being huried into the airbegause of a
slight matter of water runminginto the hole and meking it a little wet, The day after .
the rain about 50¢ of the men have there things out of the holeandare meking new

ar angements for keeping it dry., Some dig their holes wider, others longep =nd all are
out looking for stray pieces of canvas to cover up the entrances fo the tente. ¥ork
was started on recreational facilit{%%@éﬁ men of Group Headgquerterss ¥Vith ';hfz
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20 to 23th July 194k (continued)

assistance of the engineers that are maintaingng the strip a ball diamond is being
cfut ofit of the turf in a field back of Headquarters. 4 sofball team has been
organized and the men are out working on the field to get it in shape for their
first geme Puesday,;25 July 1944, with the Group Headguarters officers. Evening
came around and with also the weather man who gave us @ promise of no rain but
gtill a few clouds Bor the next day so maybe tomorrow we will go back to being
operational.

It was learned toddy thatl we will have another Squadron operating with our Group.
Advance elements of the L06th Fighter Group, the 513th Sguadron hade come over

here and will:be operating off our strip untiltheirs is ready for them. Thhk

Group uses P-47s, but have & strange feature about it, They carry rockets besides
the usual eight machine guns and are also eguipped with bomb racks. This Group
will only be with us for a few days but thgy will fly a few missions off this strip.

24 July 1944

This morning was heralded by most important amd secret operations. In the S-2 section
maps that had been specially prepared were brought out into the open andit was

found what 81l the lititle lines on them are for. The briefing meps wer fixed up
specially with all kinds of meaningless symbols andlines, Two briefings were called
ons for 1045 and the other 1130. Colonel G. L, Heyers took the stand for the first
one and gave out the story of what was cobking. The details to the big show about

to begin were given and thepart that Air power was to take in the mission. Out

on the dispersal areas tractors are being hftched to t he planes ard they are all
being towed to the end of the main rimway, marshalling there until take off time,

The strip is in too bad a shape for the planes to be able to taxi out ot the runway.

The first briefing was over anithepilots of the 397th were assembled in the briefing
tent for the second one and it was elmost over when Capt. Henry walked in and told
us that the show was completely scrubbed. It was a little hard to believe that it
wasn't ghing to take place because heavies had been flying over our heads for about
three quarters of an hour. Considerable disappointment was expressed by the pilots
who were counbing on being in on bhe ¥¢f goings on and now they are a litile afraid
that it woun't come off now for some time.

Abdut 15 minutes later Capt. Henry came in and told us that we woulld go backto
thecrginel schedule for today, 4An operations order had come in during the night
and we were to revert backio this instead of flying in supportiof the big drive.

Starting at 1447 the 396th took off on their first mission. The Group flew six
midésions, two per squadron. The lastplane landed at 2130, Targets were marshalling
yards at Le ¥ans and Granville, road bridges and en ammunition dump at Livarobf,

Two excort missions to B~26s and A-20s were flown. BRpsults of the dive bombitg
were generally very good. Large fires were started and much smoke was seen. There
were several large explosions seen in the mershalling yards at Granville. The only
enemy aircraft encounterd were by the 396th Squadron when 7 190s and 109s made a
short pass and then veered off. The boys chas d them southward but never caught
up to to them. Some strafing was carriedout and two ¥/Ts were destroyed. "Flak
encountered on the missions was generally vicious and several ubfiourgplanes
received battle damage. It was a tired bunch of pilots who hit the sack that night, a1l
viere getting ready for a2 bilg day tomorrow. :

+

To night inaugrated the first ball gay
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24 July 1944 (continued)

The Enlisted Men took on the officers in a 9 inning tussel that turned into & rout.
After the third inning when the EM got started and scored four runs to go into the
lead. The officers got two in their half of the inning and again in the next inning,
The E¥ had racked up a couple of hits to bring the score up to 8-4 and in the 7

and 8 they weally got -ging by racking up a couple of hits to bring the score to
11~; and that is how the game ended. Batteries for the officers was Lt. Regan,
pitching, Capt. Quinlan, backstép, For the EM ¥/Sgt. Conder behind the plate and
the twirler was Sgt. ¥ichalak,

25 July 194L

When arriving at the office this morning we were surprieed to hear the big show
planned for yesterday and then scrubbed was on again today. It had been thought

that it wouldn't be able to work today beeause of the bombers going over yesterday
and giving it &1 away, but there they ere zgdinwday, Fora solid two hours

heavy bombers, medium bombers, and fighter bombers passed over our heads towardd

the front andas far back as this strip the thud and shaking tremors of the bombs hitting
the ground could be felt by the men who stood oubtside watching the planes flying
overhead., Capt. R. E. Leary held a special briefing for those who hadn't heard the
entire story. Our boys were being held on the ground for special request missions by
the army. The first mission came off at 1226 when the 395th squadron took off to
dive bomb a fael dump., The bombing resulis for this First mission were very good,

22 bombs were laid down the lenght of the target area and two were near missed.
Notmuch could be seen because of the smoke of exploding bolbs and burning fuel.
Pilots observations show that the roads leading south were choked with civilians
trying{ to evacuate the area under attack.

A totsl of vie missions in all were flown br the Group. The 395th flew 2, the

397th flew 2, and the 396th flew one, The last mission was a combination of ithe

395th and 397th who whnt out to bomb a2 road junciton with delayed fuses, from

1 hour to 12 hours delay. The type of bombs fusing was split up in the squadrons

and some instant fuses were carried along withthe delayed. REE¥ Resulis of the bonbing
couldn't be ascertained because of the types of fuses used. Several of the road
Junctions tha t had been given as targets could not be located beceuse of darkemss
and this resulted in bombing of ohters thanthe one briefed for,

Other targets for the day was an ammunition train and another fuel dump. The 397th
ard the 396th took over htese chores and had uneventful missions. No enemy air

craft were encountered on mmmx any of the missions flown today. The train was thought
not to contain any ammunition ad the fuel dump could nt be fourxeat the place

it was supposed toie. The boys bombed and strafed the arsas and then returned to

the base doing a 1little strafing on the way, damaging two halfirakks that were
holding up civilians on a road junciion. The last plane dovn for the night landed

at 2230, Seven other planes landed on strip A-2 because of darkness.

Besides the missions flown by our Squadrons, two others were flown by the S13th
Sguadron of the 406th Sroup that had joined us for a few days to work with us.,

These planes are armed with rocketsand their job was mostly strafing of teanks

and armored vehicles., "In their two missions they destroyed several tanks, M/Ts,
armored cars, pill boxes, flak installations, and staff cars. Generally the strafing
results on the targets attacked were very good. The encountered no enemy aircraft
but several of their ships were damaged by flak and small arms fire due to the

low level they carry out their aﬂta?k. Thi . will be with us until the rest of
their Group arrives and their sirip their usge, '

-
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26 July 1944
Today this GPoup flew missions in conjunction with the drive the Army started

besterday. Our job was to fly cover for ihe four columns of advancing armor,

4 total of 111 ajrcraft were dispatched from the Group, &n average of 27 planes

per sguddron. These planes went out in 4 ships flights and were over the armored
cdlumns continually from 0853 to 2208. The initial job for the boys was to provide m=mx
escoXt, and a close reconnaisance for the tanks that were advancing against German
armor, We were assisted on these missions by aircraft of other Sroups. 411 planes
carried two 500 lb, G. P. bombs besides the usual eight machine guns, A11 types

of targets were bombed, tanks, gungd positions, strong points, artillery spotting
positions in churches. HMost of the targets bombed were targets of opportunity.

Only a couple were called in by the Ground Support Party.

Two of our best pilots are MIA after the close of todays session. Capt. Heon D.
Meyers, 396 Squadron, struck some wires with his plane while strafing. He was

last seen to hit some trees, his left wing came off, the plane turned upside

down and exploded. Capt. Robert S. Anderson, 397th Squadron, was investigating some
tanks when hit by small arms fire, because no flak was seen, His plane billowed

out white smoke and it dived straight into the ground and exploded. Lt. Col. Douglas
G0, 396th Squadron, bailed out of his plane when he was hit by flak. He landed

in friendly territory and returned to the strip late tonite. Col. Douglas was
wounded slightly in his left hand.

The 513 Squadron ofthe 40Bth Group was akso working with us on these missions, 4
total of 40 aircraft were dispatched from this sguadron. Their planes are armed
with high velocity reckets to be used extensively for strafing of tanks and other
armored vehicles. Cne pilotis missing after the close of the days operations. He was
believed to be hit by flak and went dovn somewhere in the immediate battle area.
No chute was seen, Total strafing claims forthe 513th are 11-6-12 tanks, and

1-:+0 halftracks.

The S-2 section was increased in for ce this morning by the addition of a pew officer,
L. Willidm Blagen, who had arrived to replace Lt. J. P. Hoffman who had trans-
ferred to Commard., Lit. Blagen was appointed Assistant Group S-2 and Historical
8fficer, )

hiteletype £rom General McCauley, Commanding General, 70th Fighter ¥ing came in
this evening commending the men of the Groups under his command for the part they
played in todays operatidns, The attached document tells the stogy.

Copy of teletype, ¥Y317-5D, Supporting Document #2,
27 July 1Shh

T>day was & repeat performance of yesterdays activities. Our Group provigded tank
columm cover for the 2 Armored Division by maintelining 4 ship flights ovsr the area for ¢
a time lenght of 30 minutes. Planes were teking off and landing €11 day long. Cur

boys would stay over the tank columss until relieved and if they still had bonbs

tergets of ppportunity would be attacked. All kinds of targets were attacked bub the
bombs were dropped mostly on tank couvoys, road junctions, and artillery cbser¥ations wm
posts. In most cases the Air Support Pahity woudd be called for an (K before atiacking
any targets. About 30-35 190s and 109s were encountered on todays missions. Total
claims on enemy aircraft are 2-0-3. Lt. Stetdnf and Lt. Caldwell of the 395th gebtting :
one destroyed 109 and 190 apiece and Lt. (aldwell .two damaged 109s. ILi. Browm claims
the third 190, Two of our boys are stﬂ% er todays activities, Lt. G.Y.

T oE T e i e e e
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27 July 19kk (continued)

Oreene of the 396th Squadron was seen to bomb & tank, pull up to 3000 feet and

then bail out. He was then seen to walk away frem his chute. 1%. R. G. Bork was seen
to bomb & column of tanks, pull up to 1000 feet and bail out. He was last seen o walk
unharmed into 2 hedge., Capt. J. J. Mclack®an was seen to bail out after his plane

was hit by flak. He returned to the Squadron late this evening uninjured.

!

Total strafing claims for the day are: Tanks, 18-8-36, armored cars, 26=2-1, ¥/Ts
51-2-35, The past two days have been unparalled in the history of our Group. e
were told that our duty over here would be to fly close support to the Amy and

we have found this to be true to the Nth degree, much more than we thought possible.
Regardless of weabher our boys fly two and three missions per day in direct support.
411 targets bombed are first picked by the Gpound support party whe relay this
information o0 us via radfic and then our boys bomb on their say so. An armed recce
is kept up at all times to ald the Army. The pflots strafe anything that may be

an enemy asset. To date we habe destroyed well over 2000 ¥/Ts and over 50 tanks
and other armored vhhicles. In the air we are the highegt scoring P-47s Group in
the ETD with 2 record of 30 destpoyed, 3 probables, esnd 18 damaged.

28 July 1944

Early briefing agin this moming 2t 0500, but our luck with the weabher was losing
its grip agiin, WYe were held aon the ground all morning wntil noon when an ops
order came in givingus the job of escorting and maintaining top cover for B-26s

and A-20s. A1l three Squadrons were given this job, taking off a2t intervals of

45 minutes, They R/E with the bombers, escorted them to the target, maintined vover
during bonbing, escorted them back and left them returning to the strip and landing.
No enemy aircraft or flak of any kind was encountered. Remarks from several of the
boys call attention that it was just another milk run to them,

There were no more mission scheduled for today., Some of the boys hit the sack, others
relaxed by going to the movies and others just sat around and did a little “hangar
flying! A release for maintance of the runway and landing strip perimeter ceme in
about 1830 giving us two days to zet things in shape. "¢ would have no missions
until the 31st. :

29 ~ 30 July 1944

Early last evening Capb. Leary called over the speadker from from the Ops truck

with the news that we woudll be released for maintance of airplanes and more esp-
ecially the sirip and taxi ways. Because of the bad rain sbout a week ago the perimeter
had been in bad shape end aimost impossible to tami phanes back and forth from

the dispersal areas to themaln runway. On these two days the Engineers were out

all &y rolling upthe wirs, grading, filling holes and generally repaifing hhe
raveges of rin, In the "Ops! sections it was mainly a couple of days of relaxation
for the officers amd men. Only routine work was carried oub. New briefing maps were
prepared as the ground forces mowed forward. On Sunday night 2 softball game was
played between the officers and EM. Itwaes played primarily to give the offizers

who were unable to plyy at other times when we are on operations. It was enjoyabie
time, the EX won again by a score of 11 to 5. Generally the men telaxed and rested
up for & hetic couple of days because tomorrow we go back on B80PS.®

31 July 194L
This morning when arriving at bhe ofWE‘nd _that we were placed on a one hour

P T Iy
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31 July 1944 (continued)

alert, and this is the may we stayed until 1400, Being todgy is payday the men are
all walking around figuring how much money they will have to spend, if they could,
after they had paid off debts and other things. After passing thru the pay line there
are expressions of wonder on some of the mens faces because of questions being

asked by Capt. Pendleton. The next thing you hear is "Where is so and so, he owes
me some dought )

On the operational side we flew three missions today, one per squadron. The 395th
was first off and the other tww squadrons came off at ten minute intervals. Their
targets were fuel dumps near Rennes. Bombing resulis on the tafget were generally
good, bubt they couldn't be sure of any observation because of heavy smoke, WNothing
eventful occurred, There were no E/A encountered and flak was light and meager.
Comments from the boys run like tEasy 1life," and #Just another milk run".

The end of July finds the @ oup firmly established on Advanced Landing Ground, site
2-3, on the continent of Europe, and now flying the type of missions they had
trained so long and hard for. As hee month ends the situation looks pretiy good

withth Allies driving ahead on every front. Egery morning eager eyes turn to the
maps in the ALO tent to see what progress has been made, Every one is looking forward
to the coming months its trials and errors, and with a fervant hope this war will be

over sooniitl
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CONTTNUATION OF REAR ESC ON MOVEMENT FROM STATION 4Ok, C “BOLTON, HANTS, ENGLAND,

1 July 1944

At 0230 this morning word came that the time had arrived. The second eschlon was

to move out bag and baggage for the long awaited trip do France. Yord was relayed
to the troops and they made a quick job eating breakfast, polling their packs and
preparing to leave. By 0730 we were in formation and on our way to the railroad
station at Fullerton, a hike of about 3 miles. Mispite the clumbersome heaby packs
the jog was completed in jig time and everyone got to the diation in good condition.
%e were loaded in the cars and packs were daken off and everything made ready for
the ridde After the ridd which lasted zbolt 23 hours we arrived at the city of
Dorchester where we were loaded into trucks and taken to the marshalling yards. The
men wiere bedded down in tents, ten men to a tent, 2nd then off to a good supper.
After supper some of themen went to the show and others cleaned up in prepartion
for the trip across. Most of the men hit the sack to get a good nights sleep., The
first part of our trip wes accomplished and over with,

2 July 1944

After a restless night we were up early to greet 2 reiny morning. No definile word
had come through as yet as to whether we would be leaving today or staying for 2
longer period. After lunch our rations wereissued, one carton of cigarettes,

candy, and K rations. About 1430 the word came, be packed and ready to go by 1715.
Everything went off without a hitch, we were loaded into trucks and taken to the town
of Weymouth where we were to embark for France. After the usual waiting in line for .
doughnuts which were being given to us by the ARC and 1ife jackets, we were finally
loaded on a ferry ship that took us out to our transport ship. On the ship we settled
down to a sleepiess nite and 2 rough trip which turned out to be better than expected.

3 July 1944

Te arrived off the coast of France at 0900 this morning after a fairly rough trip.

e waited on the boat until about 1300 hours until we were notified to file out into
the landing barges. Needless to say, we were very much impressed by all the shipping
in the harbor and the apparent results of D-Day blasting. Forming our group on top
of a big hill, our CO, Capt. E. R. Pendleton, led us off the the transient area where
we relieved ourselves of the packs and prepared to spend the night. Lady Luck was
with us tho!, Capt. Pendleton had managed to hitch a ride from a C-47 that was going
to our strip and he procured transportation for us, After a short ride of about 3
hour we arrived at the strip and unloaded, took & ro}l call and found not one person
migsing after the trip, were taken to the assigned areas for the headquariers men told te
set up our pup tents and to start digging our fexholes in the morning. After the
tents had been put up and necessary things finished the men settled down to seriws
thought and the job ehead, what the futwre will bring only time will tell.




fought its way to the base of a hill

-heavily fortified by the Germans,
and had flowed around it toward the,
outskirts of Cherbourg. Jerry still,
used the position o pepper our re ’
however, and that's where t

By Sgt. BILL DAYIDSON
YANK Staff Correspondent

N THE RoAD 7O CHERBOURG (DELAYED)—Lt
OHere @ Canards is a gently sloping hill ‘tha

dominates one of the secondary highways lead:
ing into the great French port of Cherbourg. %
summit of the hill is 160 feet above sea level, and as.

you stand on its bald top, you can look to the north

and see the rooftops of Cherbourg, obscured by over-

cast and the smoke of battle, four milesaway. .-
Between the hill and the city are rolling French

farms cut up intothe usual littie squares by the omni-

present hedgerows and drainage ditches. There is

an occasional patch of woods and a gray stone farm-
house, and just in front of the city, another row
of picturesque low hills. Before the war La Mere a
Canards was a popular
the people of Cherbourg. There was a charming
clump of woods on the southwest slope of the hill,
and on the edge of the woods 2 quaint little police
station, where a few beneficent old agenis de police
held forth. ’

But La Mere a Canards isn't so beautiful any
moré. A bitter air-land battle was fought here
two days ago, and now the hill is sta
by the tracks of maay vehicles, and blacks
ened by the blasts of combined weapons. The clump
of woods and the quaint police station are destroyed

Sunday picnic ground for

The only inhabitants of La Mere a Canards now'dre Ey

the dead. The slopes are dotted with the
of cattle that stepped on mines or got in the<lin
of fire. The cattle lie there on their backs, bloate
beyond recognition, with their
into the air. .
The Germans had heavily fortified La Mere
Canards. 1t was a typical minor hedgehog position
with three solid concrete gun positions set into 1

top of the hill. The Germans cut down the trees >

to give the.88-mm. guns an unobstructed field ;
fire in all directions. Then they surrounded the,
concrete positions with Spandaus and flak. Thehi
covered one of the three main approaches to Ch
bourg. .
The American 7gth Division fought its way npx
to the base of La Mere a Canards, and then flowed™
around it to the outskirts of Cherbourg, four miles
away. The hill was thus an isolated island of resist-
ance behind our lines: A U. S. combat team was
left behind to reduce it. The island of resistance
proved tremendously troublesome, however. It was
like a big super-sniper left in the rear to harass us.

‘The Spandaus commanded the valley leading down

e B - E I

legs jutting stifily

e

The smoke of battie rolls across Cherbourg poninsula as Amsrican ground forces, sidad by aerlal
artiilery, close in for the final assauit to seize the vital port for the Allies.
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its third mission of the day. The ships were already He called in Lt. George Coburn, ‘of Milburn, N. J..
gassed up and checked, and Combat Operations  the armament officer. “Can we take off from this

had been informed that the group was ready to go__strip with 1,000-pounders?’’ the Colonel asked.
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e American T Divicion hed
fought Hs way fo the buss of » hil
hewvily fortified by the Germens,
and hed flowed around it foward the
cutskirts of Cherbourg, Jerry still

used the position o Pepper our regr,
howevsr, and thats where th

fighter-bombers of the 9th AAE:

came into the picture, thereby se:
ting up one of the betHer examplex,
of ground-air coordination in this war.

By Sgt. BILL DAVIDSON
YANK Staff Correspondent o
ON THE ROAD TO CHERBOURG (DELAYED)—

Mere a Canards is a gently sloping hill 'th
dominates one of the secondary highways lea

ing into the great French port of Cherbourg. The’

summit of the hill is 160 feet above sea level, and as

you stand on its bald {op, you can look to the north-

and see the rooftops of Cherbotrg, obscured by over-
cast and the smoke of battle, four miles away.
Between the hill and the city are rolling French

farms cut up into'the usual little squares by the omni- -

present hedgerows and drainage ditches. There is
an occasional patch of woods and a gray stone farm-
house, and just in front of the city, another row

of picturesque low hills. Before the war La Mere @
Canards was a popular Sunday picnic ground for

the people of Cherbourg. There was a charming
clump of woods on the southwest slope of the hill,
and on the edge of the woods a quaint little police
station, where a few beneficent old agents de police
held forth. :

But La Mere a Canards isn’t so beautiful any
more. A bitter air-land battle was fought here

two days ago, and now the hill is scarred;

by the {racks of many vehicles, and black:
ened by the blasts of combined weapons. The clump
of woods and the quaint police station are destroyed.
The only inhabitants of La Mere a Canards now-are

24
ey

the dead. The slopes are dotted with the carcassesi %y

of cattle that stepped on mines or got in the*

of fire. The cattle lie there on their backs, bloater

beyond recognition, with their legs jutting stiffly==z 5

into the air. .
The Germans had heavily fortified La Mer
Canards. 1t was a typical minor hedgehog positi

to give the-88-mm. guns an unobstructed field. of
fire in all directions. Then they surrounded--th
concrete positions with Spandaus and flak. The hi
covered one of the three main approaches to Cher;
bourg. :

The American 79th Division fought its.way
to the base of La Mere a Canards, and then flowed
around it to the outskirts of Cherbourg, four miles
away. The hill was thus an isolated island of resist-
ance behind our lines. A U. S. combat team was
left behind to reduce it. The island of resistance
proved tremendously troublesome, however, It was
like a big super-sniper left in the rear to harass us.
The Spandaus commanded the valley leading down
to Cherbourg, and they were firing at the backs of
our attacking troops. The 885 were zeroed in on all
the imnportant road junctions and stream crossings
in the area, and almost invariably the shells caught
some of our men or materiel crossing the points
covered hy the guns. -

Our own 105 howitzers of the combat team opened
up on La Mere a Canards, but the shells only bounced
off the concrete walls of the emplacements. Elements
of the infantry battalion attacked. The doughboys
worked their way up the hill, past the dead cows,
and went to work on the first concrete emplacements
with rifles, BARs, flame throwers and demolition
charges. The emplacement was knocked out. But
the men had taken a lot of punishment from the
cross-firing Spandaus, and they went down the hill
again, carrying their wounded, and leaving their
dead behind. .

The battalion commander looked at his watch.
Tt was 1500 hours. He reached for a field telephone
to call Division headquarters.

T 1700 hours, the phone rang in the operations
Atent of a Thunderbolt fighter-bomber group
settled down in the dust at an air strip a few miles
behind the lines. The group had just returned from
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with three solid concrete gun positions set into the®
top of the hiil. The Germans cut down the trees”

The ;moke of hattie rolls across Cherbourg peninsuia as American ground forces, aided by asrial

artiifery, close in for the finsl assault to soize the vital port for the Allies.

its third mission of the day. The ships were already
gassed up and checked, and Combat Operations
had been informed that the group was ready to go
again. .

When the phone rang, Capt. Meredith Henry, of
Philadelphia, answered it. The call was from
Combat Ops. Henry took the message down almost
automatically. He had just finished writing his
report on the last mission, and he was tired. The
voice on the other end of the line droned: “Grid
location so-and-so. Time over target, 2100 hours.
Two squadrons to attack strong point with 1,000-
pound bombs—check—r1,000-pound bombs. The
target will be marked with smoke, fired from artillery
on the ground. The leader is to call in by radio to
ground. Our troops will be withdrawn 1,000 yards.
That is all.” . ‘ .

As Henry looked at the message, Col. Gilbert L.
Meyers, of Milford, Iowa, the z7-year-old com-
mander of the group, walked in. He lcoked puzzled.

“Did you just get a mission from Combat Ops?”*
he said.

Henry handed over the order.

The Colonel studied it. * Well, 1 just got a phone
call from Command,” he szaid. “This mission
is hot. General Bradley requested it himself. It's
a strong point that’s raking our guys from the rear,
and the General says we must use 1,000-pounders,
otherwise we don’t even nick the concrete.”

. .
He called in Lt. George Coburn, of Milburn, N. J.,

the armament officer. “Can we take off from this

strip with 1,000-pounders?’* the Colonel asked.

Coburn shook his head. " The strip is too new,”
he said. *The mesh will billow up in front of the
planes on the take-off and catch the bombs from
underncath.”

* “How about onc bomb? " said the Colonel.

*“Maybe,”* said Coburn.

The Colonel's armorer, Sgt. Earl Adamson, of
Montevideo, Minnesota, watched the Colonel and
Coburn approaching. He was sitting under the
wing of the Colonel's P-47 munching 2 D-ration
and writing a letter home. He stood up, scribblin
a few last words as he rose.

* We're going to load one 1,000-pound bomb under
the right wing,”" said Cobum,

Adamson laughed. He thought Coburn was kid-
ding. Cobumn wasn't kidding, however, and a short
time later, the bomb had been jacked up and clamped
under the wing.

Then, mouth open, Adamson stepped back to
watch.

Col. Meyers got into the Thunderbolt, wobbled
crazily down the runway and took off. The ship
swung from side to sideas if the Colonel were fighting
the stick. Then the Thunderbolt headed out in the
direction of the enemy lines, and Adamson and
Coburn could hear the explosion from where the
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Colonel jettisoned the bomb in Jerry territo

a few minutes, the Thunderbol‘g ;z'ne ﬂyin?'baiﬁ
and landed. The Colonel stepped out. *¥ogood,”
he said. He walked over to the line chiéf.
M /Sgt. Joe Walker, who used to be a student at
Appalachian State Teachers College, in Boone, North
Carolina. "If we cut the fins of the bombs down a
bit,”” the Colonel said, “do you think we'll have

enough clearance to carry these 1,000-pounders under -

the belly, Joe?' Walker measured the distance.
“Yes, sir,’" he said. *“ About 2} inches off each fin
ought to do it. But won’t that affect the accuracy
of the bomb?”

" Not from the height at which we're going to do
this little job,"”" said the Colonel. .

The pilots sat around under a tree outside the
squadron operations tent. They watched the group

welder, Sgt. William Fields, of Springfield, Mass.,
carefully cut down the fins of two dozen 1,000-pound
bombs with an acetylene torch, and they knew that
something was up. Lt. Homer, of Warren, Ohio,
a shy, mild, 2o0-year-old redhead called “Homicide
Homer” by his fellow pilots, sat on the ground
nervously reading an April issue of the Safurday
Evening Post. Tough, blond Lt. Joe Nolan, of
Springfield Gardens, Long Island, was playing one
man mumblety-peg with his trench knife. The
powdery gray French dust splashed like water
every time the knife went into it. )

Suddenly, Capt. Thomas Montag came out of the
Operations tent. The pilots clustered around him.
Montag posted the mission in chalk on a black-
board leaning against the outside of the tent.

THE pilots rushed away to see their crew chiefs
and check their planes and equipment.

Briefing was in 45 minutes.

Capt. David Reinthal, of Cleveland, Ohio, the
Assistant S-z officer, prepared the briefing. First,
he checked the grid coordinates and located the

target on a big map. The target was La Mere a

Canards. Then he took out a big book of aerial
photographs of the Cherbourg area and found a
picture of La Mere a Canards. Alter that, he sat
down to prepare his briefing speech to the pilots.
The briefing was an interesting one. Gentle-
men,”’ Capt. Reinthal said. “We have a tough
job ahead of us today.” He showed the pilots the
map and photograph of La Mere a Canards with a
Velopticon, which projected the pictures on a screen.

#Ordinarily,” be continued, “it would be a job for
our heavy artillery to reduce the four-foot-thick
concrete fortifications of this point. The ground
commander in the field requested either artillery
or air support, and it went all the way up to Li.
Gen. Omar Bradley, before it was decided to use
dive bombers. That's us. If they used artillery,
there would be danger of the shells going over the
hill and hitting our own troops on the other side.
Remember, we have the enemy surrounded here.
He is behind our lines.”’

gINTHAL showed the pilots how to locate the

target by following a road all the way up the
peninsula. Ide told them how they were to take
radioed directions from the ground and how the
‘target would be marked for them in smoke. “Then,
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with a final word of caution about our own troops
just a thousand yards away all around the hill, the
briefing was over.

The mission took off at 2027 hours. It was led
by Lt. Col. Frank Perego, the Deputy Group Com-
mander, who four years ago was a sales representa-
tive in Kansas City. Thé z4 Thunderbalts, kicking
up huge clouds of dust, roared down the metal strip
runway one at a time, and climbed into the air.
They quickly picked up speed and elevation, and
formed themselves into the spread-out, line-abreast
battle formation they have adopted since they
arrived in France. The sun was shining. But a
haze was beginning to rise from the green fields and
torn-up roads. A mile from the field, the haze
became an overcast.

The Thunderbolts headed into the overcast and
went up to 6,000 feet. A few minutes later, they
burst out of the overcast again, down to 2,000. They
were over the target, and the Battle of Cherbourg
was spread out below them.

Our own lines were clearly visible—intricate trench
systems jammed with soldiers, who seemed to be
just waiting. The rvads back from the front were
clogged with vehicles, long convoys going in both
directions. A big artillery duel was in progress,
and the pilots could see the gun flashes of our Long
Toms and 1055, and then the puff of smoke and
dust as the big shells landed in the Cherbourg dock
area. There was lots of light flak coming up at
them from Cherbourg. The city was enveloped in
smoke. An occasional tall building protruded from
the smoke. Huge fires raged at scattered intervals.
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The Thunderbolts turned back to La Mere a
Canards.
They recognized it almost immediately. From all

. around the target flares went up, identifying friendly -

troops. Col. Perego called the ground on the assigned
radio channel. - The Ground answered. “We will
drop smoke on the target,” it said. The pilots
wheeled and watched for the smoke, which soon
appeared right on the bald dome of La Mere o
Canards.

Lt. Nolan was flying the Colonel’s left wing. They
put their noses down together and headed into the
target from 2,000 to 800 feet. As they dived, the
flak came up to meet them. ' Nolan took evasive
action, and before he knew it, he had gone past
La Mere a Canards. By the time he was in position
for another run, he had to queue up and wait his
turn. Everything was all mixed up there below
the overcast. The Thunderbolts were milling around
waiting for a crack at the target. And a squadron
of Col. George Bickell’s Mustangs, who were sup-
posed to be flying top cover for the Thunderbolts,
were down there, too, grabbing a look at the excite-
ment.

Finally, Nolan’s chance came again, and he made
his run. He went down to 8oo, and dropped the
heavy bomb. The whole target—200 yards square—
was covered with thick, black smoke: Nolan watched
his bomb strike through the smoke. A tremendous
red explosion licked up at him. Nolan pulled up and
four or five bursts of heavy 88-mm. flak followed
him. The Germans had elevated the 88s for air
defense now. They'd never get them zeroed on
the roads again. That took time and observers,
neither of which the Nazis had any more.

Lt. Hayes was one of the last to bomb. There
still was a lot of light flak when he went in. He
saw it coming up at him, but it was too late to
avoid the stuff, so he scooted down low in his
cockpitand flew through it. He got through all right
and ‘dropped his thousand-pounder. He couldn't
see a thing except.the smoke now. He knew the
concrete was being hit, however; because every once
in a while there would be a puff of white smoke
among all the black. Also, in the debris through
which his plane was flying, he could make out
chunks of masonry and bits of what secmed to be
gun metal. None of the 88s were firing now, and
even the light flak was dying away.

The Thunderbolts flew up through the overcast,
reassembled into battle formation, and headed for
home.

HAT night, after the ground commander had

phoned headquarters that the air attack had been
successful with 18 direct hits on the top of La Mere
a Canards, the infantry attacked again. Some of
the Spandaus fired, but they were soon silenced.
The doughboys filtered into the shattered emplace-
ments and pillboxes. After that they went to work
mopping up and wiping out the snipers. By morning
La Mere a Canards was firmly in our hands.

The doughboys rested for a while, and then headed
north to Cherbourg.
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The pilots sat around under 2 tree outside the

squadron operations tent. They watched the group

welder, Sgt. William Fields, of Springfield, iiass.,
carefully cut down the fins of two dozen 1,000-pound
bombs with an acetylene torch, and they knew that
something was up. Lt. Homer, of Warren, Ohio,
a shy, mild, 20-year-old redhead called *Homicide
Homer” by his fellow pilots, sat on the ground
nervously reading an April issue of the Saiurday
Evening Post. Tough, bload Lt. Jos Nolan, of
Springfield Gardens, Long Island, was playing one
man mumblety-peg with his trench knife. The
powdery gray French dust splashed like water
every time the knife went into it.

Suddenly, Capt. Thomas Montag came out of the
Operations tent. The pilots clustered around him.
Montag posted the mission in chalk en a black-
board leaning against the outside of the tent.

) Tm: pilots rushed away to see their crew chiefs
and check their planes and equipment.

Briefing was in 45 minutes.

C_apt. David Reinthal, of Cleveland, Ohio, the
Assistant S-2 officer, prepared the briefing. First,
he checked the grid coordinates and located the

target on a big map. The target was La Mere a

Canards. Then he took out a big book of aerial
photographs. of the Cherbourg area and found a
picture of La Mere a Canards. After that, he sat
down to prepare his briefing speech to the pilots.
The briefing was an interesting one. “ Gentle-
~men,”” Capt. Reinthal said. ‘“We have a tough
job ahead of us today.” He showed the pilots the
map and photograph of La Mere a Canards with a
Velopticon, which projected the pictures on a screen.
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ar air support, and it went all the way up to Lt
Gen. Omar Bradiey, before it was decided to use
dive bombers, That's us, If they used artillery,
there would be danger of the shells going over the
hill and hitting our own troops on the other side.
Remember, we have the enemy surrounded here,
He is behind our lines.”

Rzm'rmu. showed the pilots how to locate the
target by following 2 road all the way up the
peninsula. He told them how they were to take
radioed directions from the ground and how the
Yarget would be marked for them in smoke. Then,

E 79"

with a fieal word of caution about our own troops
just a thousand yards away all around the hill, the
briefing was over. :

The mission took off at 2027 hours. It was led
by Lt. Col. Frank Perego, the Deputy Group Com-
mander, who four years ago was a sales representa-
tive in Kansas City. Theé 24 Thunderbolts, kicking
up huge clouds of dust, roared down the raetal strip
runway one at a time, and climbed into the air.
They quickly picked up speed and elevation, and
formed themselves into the spread-out, line-abreast
battle formation they bave adopted since they
arrived in France. The sun was shining. But a
haze was beginning to gise from the green fields and
torn-up roads. A mile from the field, the haze
became an overcast.

The Thunderbolts headed into the overcast and
went up to 6,000 feet. A few minutes later, they
burst out of the overcast again, down to 2,000. They
were over the target, and the Battle of Cherbourg
was spread out below them.

Our own lines were clearly visible—intricate trench
systems jammed with soldiers, who seemed to be
just waiting. The roads back from the front were
clogged with vehicles, long convoys going in both
directions. A big artillery duel was in progress,
and the pilots could see the gun flashes of our Long
Toms and 1055, and then the puff of smoke and
dust as the big shells landed in the Cherbourg dock
area. There was lots of light flak coming up at
them from Cherbourg. The city was enveloped in
smoke. An occasional tall building protruded from
the smoke. Huge fires raged at scattered intervals.
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‘They recoynired it almost immedistely. Fromall
zround the target flares went ap, identifying friendly
troaps, Col. Perego called the ground on the assigoed
radio channel. The Ground answered. *We will
drop smoke on the target,” it said. The pilots
wheeled and waiched for the smoke, which socon
appeared right on the bald dome of La Merc a
Canards.

Lt, Nolan was flying the Colonel's left wing. They
put their noses down togetber and headed into the
farget from 2,000 to 800 feet. As they dived, the
flak came up to meet them. Nolan took evasive
action, and before he knew it, he had gone past
La Mere a Canards. By the time he was in position
for another run, he had to queue up and wait his
tum. Everything was all mixed up there below
the overcast. The Thunderbolts were milling around
walting for a crack at the target. And a squadron
of Col. George Bickell's Mustangs, who were sup-
posed to be fSying top cover for the Thunderbolts,
were down there, too, grabbing a look at the excite-
ment.

Finally, Nolan’s chance came again, and he made
his run. He went down to 800, and dropped the
heavy bomb. The whole target—200 yards square—
was covered with thick, black smoke: Nolan watched
his bomb strike through the smoke. A tremendous
red explosion licked up at him. Nolan pulled up and
four or five bursts of heavy 83-mm. flak followed -
him. The Germans had elevated the 88s for air
defense now. They'd never get them zemed on
the roads again. That took time and observers,
neither of which the Nazis had any more.

Lt. Hayes was one of the last to bomb. There
still was a lot of light flak when he went in. He
saw it coming up at him, but it was too late to
avoid the stuff, so he scooted down low in his
cockpit and flew through it. He got through all right
and dropped his thousand-pounder. He conldn’t
see a thing except.the smcke now. He knew the
concrete was being hit, however; because every once
in a while there would be a puff of white smoke
among all the black. Also, in the debris through
which his plane was flying, he could make out
chunks of masonry and bits of what seemed to be
gun metal. None of the 88s were firing now, and
even the light flak was dying away.

The Thunderbolts flew up through the overcast,
reassembled into battle formation, and headed for
home,

THAT night, after the ground commander had
phoned headquarters that the air attack had been
successful with 18 direct hits on the top of La Mere

a Canards, the infantry attacked again. Some of
the Spandaus fired, but they were soon silenced.
The doughboys filtered into the shattered emplace-
ments and pillboxes. After that they went to work
mopping up and wiping out the snipers. By moming
La Mere a Canards was firmly in our hands. X

The doughboys rested for a while, and thenheaded
north to Cherbourg. .
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COPY OF TWX ¥317-5D 7O0tn Fighter Wings COMMENDATION

EVERY-MAN IN YOUR ORGANIZATION IS TO BE COMMENDED FOR TE PART HE PLAYED INTOBAYS
OPERATIONS. DUE 0 SUPERICR LEADEESHIP, AND AGGRESSIVENESS QN THE PART OF EVERY
PILOT. THE PART BF ATR SIPPORT DEVELOPED INTO A BATTLE BETWEEN OUR FIGHTER (ROUPS
AND BHE ENEMY. THE SMOOTHNESS OF THE DENONSTRATED TEAMWORK RFFLECTS GREAT CREDIT

ON THE PERSONNEL RESPONSIBLE FOR TRAINING UNITS TO THIS HIGH STATE OF EFFIEIRNCY.
IT WAS NOTED THAT THE PILOTS FOLLOWED EXPLICITLY THE INSTRUCTICNS OF THEIR BRIEFINGS
AND MADE EVERY EFFORT TO POSITIYELY IDENTIFY TARGETS BEFORE ATTACKING, EVEN AT RISH OF
PERSONAL SAFETY, THE R/T WAS OUTSTANDING FOR ITS BRIEFNESS, CLARITY, MND ACCURACY,
YCOUR WORK THIS DAY HAS BEEN A GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO THE FINAL VICTCRY. '
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