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368TH FIGHTER GROUP !
HISTORICAL REPCRT LA #

1 June to 30 June T 4 O

Informaticn contained herin, is weitten in compliance with Ninth
Fighter Command Memorandum Rumber 20-4, dated 22 December,1948. It is a
resume of the asctivities of the 368th Fighter Group Headguarters, for the
month of June from the 3st to the 30th.

1. ORGANIZATION
No Change.

2. STRENGHT AS OF 30 JUNE 1944,
Figures shovn below are total strength for Group Headguarters and
assigned saquadrons, o

Assigned Personnel Authorized Personnel
Officers——m—m——m-li8l Officers——e—mmene--1861
Enlisted Men——---855 Enkisted Mene-—--=--826

TOTAL 10736 TOTAL 1007

DATE OF ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE FROM EACH STATION IN ETO:
Departed USAAF Station 40L, Chilbolbon, Hants, Ingland lst July 1944,
for Advenced Landing Strip number three (3), 2 miles East of Cardonville,
France, arriving on 3 July 1944. (Advanve Eschelon arrived on 16 June 1944.)

BCSSES IN ACTION:
Ni} for Group Headguarters.

AWARDS AND BECORATIONS:
Adwards of Distingushed Flying Cross:
1t. Colonel Frank S, Perego

Award of Bronze Oak lLeaf Clusters to Air Medal:
Coloriel G. L. Meyers, 6th and 7th Oak Leaf Cluster,
Lt. Colonel F. S. Perego, 6,7,8,9, Cak Leaf Cluster,
Capt. Richard E, Leary, lst Bronze QOsk Leaf Cluster.
Capt. M, ¥, Henry, 2nd Oak Leafl Gluster,
Colonel G, L. Meyers, lst Sliver Osk leaf Cluster,
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@ RECORD OF EVENTS &

JUNE 1944

1 June 1944

Another month has rolled around bringing with it new hopes and zbove
211 more work to keep us busy. Contmary to expectations this first day of June did
not dawn bright and sunny as it was expected tdo. Instead at our appearance
at the door about 0500 brought us the view of low hanging clouds, poor visibility,
and the smell of rain in the air. With an optmi:tic sigh we started on our
way to the headquarters building, we were starting the month out right with a
briefing at 0800 for a dive bombing mission

After everything had been prepered and all the pilots were assembled
in the briefing room things got under way. Our staff weather officer, It. Newton
Steers, was sbout to give his version of the weather conditions for theday, when
Capt. Pendleton strolled nochantly in and said, "Mission called off until 1600."
That was too much for us so we nurried out to escape the gripes and groans of
sleepy pilots.

About 1130 operatiocns called us over the inter office squawk box to
say the job was on again, TOT was to be 1300, but zgain our good or bad friend
the weather cancelled everything., The miasion was further called off until
late in the afterncon when work was finally recelved that the mission was
scrubbed. This is a typical day in the 368th Fighter /Bomber Group,

Report of Intelligence Training Progress, Supporting Document #l.

Promotion of Engisted Men, G‘rboup Headquarters, Supporting Document #2)

2 dJune 1944

UPON arrival at the office this morning we were greeted with the news that .
we had been released until 1100 for maintance and training. The morning passed
slowly while we did routine work that had been acculating on us. About 1030 .
another releare came, thid time giving us until 1700. A good breek or so we thought.
fbout 1500 were given a mission with briefing set at 1700, TOT to be 1830. The
mission was one that had been pending for some time. We were to use incendiary
bombs, for the firsttime, on a fuel dugp at Domfront.

58 of cur P-47s took off at 1740, Lt. Col. Perego leading. The boys
arrived over the target at 1828, The first two squadrons went in releasing
their 1000 1b, G. P, bombs and obtained meny hits, The third squadron came in
releasing their 500 1b, incendiaries over the target into the fuel, The theory
was that the G. P. bombs would splatter the fuel all over and the incendiaries
would set it all on fire, Needless to say, the GPs -et so many fires that the
third§ squadron had a hard time locating the storage tanks. Strike photos taken
after and during the attack give us excellent results, hugh fires and explosions
were seen. Our boys went so low that several of our planes were damaged thru
the bombs exploding on the ground. Coming back from the target 5 locomotives were
destroyed and tow were dem ged., Flak for the most part was light, moderate,
and inaccurate., No enemy planes were sighted, and general cozments ran along

1ike, "pretty slow."
Mission Summary Report Supporting Document #3.
3 June 1944

A teletype came in durin%rg?\ﬁ\zﬁgi%n yesterddy reading, "After comp-
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letion of peesenﬂl;%;heduled mission, the 368th Figi¥:r Bonber Group is releaded
for npaintance and training until daybreak, the % of June."

The above paragraph gives the story of todays accomplisments.thoroughtly,
Throughtout the day we carried on routine work, straighting out our target
files and preparing for futther missions.

4 June 194L

Today was not to be a day of rest for any of us. We had been alerted
for a dive bombing job, a contination of smashing of the enemy transportation
system., Our precise job was to knock out a specially important highway bridge
at Rouen, Freance,

L6 P=47s took off at 1411, with our Group Commander, Colonsl Meyers
leading the pack. Arriving over the bridge at 1500 the first flight peeled off
and went to work. Rasults were bery good, The south east bridge was hit and
left in the water, the northwest bridge was severely damaged by several direct
hits. From'the gist of the pilots talk after returning, they really like the
way the 1000 1b, bombs blast hell out of things they hit.

-

As ususl our boys kept thelr eyes open for possible strafing targets
on the way out. Things were pretty slow today, the only thing strafed was 40
freight cars, and they were left burning where they were standing.

Flak experienced wasn't too bad, with only a scattering of heavy fire
along the route and at I/F out at Fecamp. All planes were back at 1614,

Mission Summery Report, Supporting Bocument #,.

5 June 1944

Morning came early again today. We were up at 0500 to prepare the
0715 briefing. With eyss still full of sleep we arrived at the Headquarters
building and started working. All information pertinent to the operation was
dug out and recorded for dispensing to the pilots.

1t. Steers had just started his weather story, when dur old news
dispenser, Capt. Pendleton, came in the briefing room, and in his own casual
way told us "Mission Scrubbed.” Tt was time to leave again,

Returning from breatfast we were surprised to learn that we were on
the alert for a nother mission, same type, only a different target. Again all
information was delved into, recorded for disementation., Just prior to briefing
time the announcement that it was scrubbed again came over the inter-office
squawk box, We were then released until 1300, After lunch we came back, and
there was no news of anything happening. Junst then wordt came we were released
until 1800, and zbout an hour later it was changed until 1900.

The night duty officer and enlisted man departed for an early supper
and upon return waited around for some word, Exactly at 1830 came word we
were to attack the 1lst target we had been briefed for &t 2000, giving us sxactly
1fess than no time at all to prepare briefing. It was scratched and pilots wers
already on the way to their planes when word came via the phone: Serubbed.

Needless to say it was a very trying day, and a funny one too, Alerted
3 times, briefed twice, on two different targets, on the way to the planes ang
cberything is called off. After that last one the release cane, and officers”
and enlisted men returned to the seclus. the barracks for a little resk from:
8 crazy world. % \L nE o o -
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6‘June 9Ll : @ o ‘% . .

At last the big day had arrived. The nmoment that our hoys as well as
all the men in the armed forces had awaited, came at last. Word came at 0200
this morning, when an excited CQ rushed in the barracks and awoke all the .
mechanics with orders to hit the line and in a hurry. The duty officers and
enlisted men tunbled cut of the barracks and headed for Group Headquarters to
find out what the dbtails wers, Pilots were awekened and assembled in the brief-
ing room at 0230, and Colonely Myers took the stand and broke the news., It is
hard to put on paper what went thru the minds of those men who were gathered
there. After Colongl Ysyers had finished, Lt. David F. Reinthal, Assistant
Groyp S-2, took the shbnd and gave out all the details, A t this moment the
gtory of what Lt. Reinthal and Capt. Richard E, Leary, Group Operations Officer,
had besn doing the last two wesks secluded by themselves in a guarded room,
They had examined 50 targets, plotted the enemy situation, had full scale models
of the terrain ready to let the boys have the most thorough oriefing the group
had ever known, Much credit for the success of our first days operations should
go to these two 6fficers, who knew the biggest secret in the world and had kept
it right up to the last minute,

The honor of leading the first invasion mission was given to the Group
Deputy Commander, Lt Col Frani S. Perego, and the first squadron was to be the
395th Fighter Bomber Squadron. Their first job was to dive bomb and destroy
a vital road bridge at St. Sauveur, 16 P-47s took off at 0520 and arrived over
the target at 0612, Results were good. Direct hits were observed and there
was a good concentration oB bombs., Fires were started and columns of smoke
drifted skywards., As one of the many contributions to our Ground Forces, our
boys let go at a 30 truck convoy hitting most of the vehicles and leaving two

Describing the scene, Col Perege sald, "There was all kinds of Allied
alrera®t, you almost had to put your hand out to turn. The barrage of gunfire
from the channel was terrific. We could see hundreds of flashes as the navy
laid down their barrage.® .

Throughtout the whole show not one enemy aircraft was sighted. Nor was
there any sight of the thousands of paratroopers that had been dropped earlier
in the morning.

To most of us "paddle feet® that were left sitting back at our field,
the day didn't seem much different thah the usual ones. With the exception of
the pilots waiting on the alert in the briefing room things wers fadily quiet,
altho! there gas a knovn tension in the air, About 1530 we were notified that
there was a target for the Fighter/bombers so after & quick briefing the boys
were off to dive bomb a concentration of ¥/Ts and troops in a small woods south
of Isigny. This was a group mission so 47 P-4T7s were off to the races. All
planes were loaded with 3 clusters of fragmentation bombs, Hesulits wers ex-
cellent, bombs had been disperesed throughout the area and 3 rows of trucks at
on end of the woods 2had been scored with direct hits. One locomotive was
strafed and destroyed at Airel, Flak fire was mostly light AA fire intermixed
with small arms fire, All planes returned at 161k, the coapletion of the second
nmission and the last one for D-Day.

Mission Sunmmary Reports, Supporting Documents 5 mnd 6.

7 June 1944

Today was & very important day in the history of this Group, Tae
invasion plen called for D plusggﬂg? a fighter/bosber show almost eniirely,
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A1l day long our doiE flew patrols, one squadron aft? another at 1} hour intervals N
starting at 0549 an ending when the last plane was down' at 2327, A1l day the
headguarters was a madhouse, officers and enlisted men kept coning in the S~2

- office with one question on their lips. "How is the war coming.”

Results of the 11 seperate missions carried out today varied from good
to excellent. Pilots reproted strafing of countless trucks, taniisand other
types of military vehicles., Others reported dropping thsir bombs on gun edplacements,
flak towers, and concentrations of enemy troops. The boys pabreled roads in
front of the beachhead up and down shooting st anything that looked like an
eneny asset, However, as well as our boys did shooting up the engmy, it cannot
repay for the loas of three of our pilots all from the 397th Squadron. It. Norman
E. Lengmaid, was seen to spin in 10 miles south of Bayeux, but there seems to
be a doubt as to whether he was killed or not. It is thought there might be a
chance for his 1ife, Lts. Joseph Howard, and Buel Bates were lost on the same
mission thru flak and small arms fire., WNeedless to say we are holding out great
hope for the safety of these men.

After the last plane came down and wewere officially released for the
day the boys all headed for home and the sack. The weredall to tired to do
anything more than just hit the sack, some of them had flown as many as three
missions and that is 2 lot of flying time for any man.

Mission Summary Reports #l to #5. Supporting Documents #7 to 1l.
£ June 1944

Despite weather that ordinairly would have kept us grounded our boys were
up bright and early again today for a 0230 briefing. Todays mission were flown
according to the invasion plan "Japeo®. We were to fly assault area cover in

" the form of three group missions, the first on e to take off at OLOL.

The first patrol was uneventfuly ho flak, enemy fighters, were seen.
Pilots reported that it was too dark to see anything anyway. Lt. Col, F.S, Perego
led this one, Col, Meyers led the next patrol out at 0857 and again it proved
to be uneventful. Pilots again reported nothing., The flew their patrols in the
assigned areas and returned home landing atl116. Thers was no flak or enemy fighters.

9 The third patrol took off at 1357, Major Henry Quimby, €6, 395th Sqdn.
leading, to patroliheir assigned area over the assault areas. The only thing
reported were general movements of enemy vehicles in front of the beaehhead line,
Again there was no flak or enemy fighters, all planes landed safely at the home
base at 1627,

A teletype was received this morning from Lt. General Louis Brereton,
Comna.nding General of the Ninth Air Force, commending three groups on their work
on the day following the initial assault, The document read as follows:

nThe spirt with g which these groups accepted and performed their missions reflects
great credit on them and I am most grateful for their efforts. It is possible

if not prcbable that their efforte were in & large part responsible for.the

attack on Heach Omshe continuing. History may show that they saved the day.

Quote "On seventh June groups of your command furnished close continuous support
to the Omaha beachhead area. The situation there was criticsl and the excellent
attacks and continuous support rendered by you restored a delicate situation.
Please pass my personal congratulations t¢ the Group Commanders concerned for
their fine vork. (Signed BRERETON Ungquote. This message was signed by Hajor
General E, R, Quesada, Commanding, Genexéhléfactic&l Air Command.




9 June 19%' ’ @ ' g p .

Today was a very dull day. Due to extremely bad weather we were
grounded the entire day. ¥We weren't officially released but were held on ground
alert and 211 pilots were assembled in the pilots reoms in the squadrons ready
to go out at 2 moments notice. Nothing ceme up however, and things were very
quiet. It was noticeable tho' that the boys were champing at the bit wanting
to get up and at them again. Lt Reinthal was promoted to Captain, per Special
Order 155, Headquarters Ninth Air Force, Dated 3 June 194k. Captain Reinthal is
assitant S-2. He had the honor of being in the the "know" before the invasion.
It was due to his efforbs along with clpt. R, E, Leary, that the details of the
assault were put forward ot the pilets at the D-Day briefing. Hn his own mysterious
way he kept everyone guessing as to what they were doing in 2 locked and guarded
foom vorking all day and helf the night.

10 June 1944

After & quick 0300 briefing this morning and a 0350 takeoif the day
settled down again to be one of squadrons flying in and out all day. These
missions are being flown in accordance with the invasion plan "Japep" and our
part is that of flying high cover intermixed with clese support.

During the darly part of bhe day up to about 1030 the patrols were
uneventful. Only one ¥/T was strafed and destroyed. After about 1030 when it
geemed that the boys had gotien the sleep out of #heir eyes and the eney was on
the move again, they really went to town. Total strafing claims for the days
activity was 71 M/T, destroyed, 2 staff cars destroyed, and 18 M/Ts damaged. For
the first time since the big show started enemy aircraft were encountered over
the beachhead. It, W. E. Horlacher encountered an ME 109 and after an encounter
came away with e damage claim. This didn't quite belance the score however,
because we had one NYR, 1st Lt. Edward Haughton, who was last seen south of Cherboug.

Flak was both heavy and light, with the light AA fire predomiant, Ve
flew 154 sorties today, the first plane off at 0346, the last cne downat 2158.
It was & tired bunch of pilots who hit the sack that night.

11 June 1944

We are still operating according to the Air Support plan "Japeo® of
which our part is the job of close support and patrole This morning our group
made 2 total of 8L sorties, 2ll ageinst enemy transportation and troop cencent-
rations. :

After an early briefingat 0300 the boys took off at 0341 to start
the ball rolling. Our job as explained by "Japeo" is to provide high cover
in three different areas. Consequently we are now flying cover in three direct
and different sreas over the beachhead. The patrols were uneventful and not much
strafing was carried out. Only eleven enemy vehicles were destroyed with one
probable and one damags.

Lt. Robert H. Howie, 396th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, belly landed on
French ground in Allied contridlled territory. Pilots who observed the landing
reported that “they believe he is safe and only a little the worse for wear.

The boys say this it is getting rough er over thers, we have been
fired on by friendly naval and ground AA guns. They say that it is the most
accurate fire they have ever experienced.

After lending at 1135 tmjﬁxmed to the Officers ¥ess for
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junch and & little reést after which they prepzreded ibr another full afternoon's
work, Nothing like this happened however, due to bad weather and a low cloud
ceiling we were grounded for the rest of the day. There will be another day
however, and plenty more enemy vehicles and planes to shoot up.

Report of Intelligence Training Progress, Supporting Document #13.

‘ Advance elements of thie Group left this mprning at 1200 for the mar-
shalling area preparatory for embarkation for the beachhead in France. The men
from headquarters, affectionately known as "Rices Raiders” wlll set up over
there and take care of the various dutlies while the rest of the Gproup is on the
move from this base here at Chilbolton, There seemed to be an uplift of morale
on this departure, becauseit means that we will all be over there soon and that
thought is upper mosté in everyones mind at this time.

12 June 1944

Another full day for the memb rs ofthis Group that are still "Sweating
3t out" on this side. Ws were upa at 0230 again this morning for the early
briefing, and shortly after that could ve heard ihe roar of engines as the
mechanics on the line warmed t he plenes up. 43 P-47s were off the field bright
and early at 0358, Colonelf Meyers leading the group. The first phase of the
patrol was uneventful, excspt that one flight was fired on by unidentified 4/C,
possibly Mosquitoes or ¥E 410s. They took off in & cloud) of slipstream after
dropping two pink flares. .

Afterthe release by the controller, the boys went out lecking for targets
to shoot mp. Strafing claims for this first mission, 13 M/Ts destroyed, and 40
plus German soldiers strafted with uncbserved results.

A1l planes returned to the base at 0648, grabbed a small snack and
prepared to go out again after more targets.

The second mission for the day turned out to be 2 little more exciting,
At 0848, It. Col. F.S. Perego led 36P-47s off the runway and headed for the
beachhead for their turn at the job of providing cover, Things went along
guietly for a time, then vwhile flying along on the patrol one of the flights
saw a numbey of planes flying along below which looked 1ike FW 190s. Capt.
Pandall ¥, gendricks s 397th Squadron took out -after them andin a running fight
shot down four of them with one prebsble and a damage, Meanwhile Iis. Rosvold,
and Soo converged on one ¥E 109 and shot it down. Totel for the mission was :
six destroyed, one probable and one damage 211 out of the 397th Squadron. Included
in this total is another FW 196 shot down by Lt. Foltz. This is a pretiy good
days work. Capt. Hendricks is our leading man now, his score is the highest
in the Group. However, even with a victory like this, it is hard to teke the
loss of two fine boys, one of whom was shot down, Lt. Clarence Palmer, and
Lt . Robert W. Reinhart, who was presumely lost tc flak over the Everux airdroxe.
Besides the 6 planes shot down, the boys claim a total of 18 destbtoyed enemy
vehicles, and 3 damaged. .
When the boys entered the briefing foom they were full of talk about
their encounter with the G. A. F, This was bhe first time that we had run into ther
since D-Day. They were &1l ready and willing to take off again right away without
a nmoments motice, desptie the fack that we had flown & total of 79 sorties before
noon,

The third mission proved to be exciting too. It seemed as tho' the
German Air Force had finslly made up its mind to come out and fightit ocut. AL
1354, 36 P-47s took off with MAJO%E CO 395th Fighter Squadion leaﬁing,
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and headed ,out te t%™ over their period of patrol t%?\ *. At first it seemed it
was going to be the%ame old thing, just flying out &id looking around for trouble s
but this time they didn't have to look for it. While flying along over Garentan
20 to 25 UE 109s attacked in 2 waves from front and resr. The score bdlanced up
like this, 2 MR 109s destroyed for @apt. C. Romine, 396th Squadron, and 0-G-C

for the ‘enemy, Besides this the strafing results were 12 }/Ts destroyed, This
seemed to be & pretty good days work., Total destroyed afc for today wp to 1600

is 8«0-1. .

The fourth mission proved to be uneventful, on enemy aircraft were
sighted and strafing results were only 9 ¥/Ts destpoyed and a couple of tanks
damaged, With the completion of this mission the sum total of sorties that
our boys flew today was 151,

We had good news today, word was received that Lt. Howie, who had to
velly land on the beachhead, had returned to the Group and was ready to fly
again. Relating his experience he seid that on landing he was greeted by a
Colonel in the British Army and given & cup of tea, Within 6 hours he was on
tls way back to Fngland in an 1ST, with a German helmet for a Souvenir.

13 June 1944

We were released until 11CO today andboy was it a relief not to be
rushing around like mad men working on & mission or getting maps resdy for
missions, By 1100 nothing had developed, except that we were placed on ground
3lert, one hours notice. It is believed that bad weather was the reason, because
of a low cloud ceiling,

As no $ffical word had come, the night duty officer and enlisted man
departed to the varous mess halls for their evening meal.Reburning early to
sweat out a misslon or a release, Fyerything was going along quietly when all
ofa sudden a voiice boomed out of the inter-office squawk box saying that in
five menutes you miist maps ready for the Colenel. In other words a mission had
come up, and it gave us exactly five minutes tc get 8ll ready. Briefing was
scratched, and all p%lots headed for their planes. It. Col. Perego led two
squadrons off at 1840. fhere was a little excitment over the patrol arez, one
flight was erising along when a wave of 16 FW 1908 attacked and decided to give
a 1ittle battle. The final outcome was 3-132, with Lts. Parrish, Larsen and
Olson all of the 396th Squadron getting one destroyed apiece, Lt. Parrish also
got a probasble, and Lts, Larsen and Olson each a damaged, Lts. Jensen and
Schulte landed on an emergency landing strip for refueling., Tt became offically
known that the 397th Fighter Squadron was the first American fighters to offically
land on The Continent. All planes were backs at 2311, the labest to date that
we had ever been out.

1k June 1944

As the war goes on so do we, as usgal we were up bright and early again
this morning for a quick briefing &t 0300, our missions for today were again
covered by "Japeo" which stipulated that we were to provide high cover over the
aggault areas,

The first flight left the ground at O450, Jajor Sperks, Operations
Officer of the 396th Squadren leading. Incidently Major Sparks had just learned
of his promotion to the rank he now holds late last nite, Just as the planes
were taking off and circling the field prepartory te setting course, a fchute
was seen to furl out and then collapse. It was then learned that 2nd Lt.
Rice had been killed when the fChute had failed to open. His plane had deve oped
engine trouble and the engine had cut out on him. Heanwhile the rest of the group
continued on to the area and mgfﬂﬂftf he]l, strafing and destroying 25 ¥/7s
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and damaginé L othetx. The boys were out looking fo.. .argets and didntt fail
{Lv find them, taking shots and squirts at recce cars, staff cars, busses, and

medium tanks,.

The second mission proved te be a little more exciting then the first
one. ILt. Col. Perego led 36 P-47s off at 0950 andproveeded to their assigned
areas, After heing released from patrol the squadrons flew south locking for targets
of opportunity. Flights became separated and one fiight was jumped by 40 plus
MEIC9s. In an encounter lasting about 15 minutes Lt. Bechold, 397th Squadron,
was seen to bail out over France, The rest of the flight proceeded to EBES md
managed to refuel before coming home. It. Resvold, 897th claimed a damaged ¥E 109.
Meanwhile the 396th had been jumped by 12 F¥S190s over Vire, and in an encounter, -
Tte H, B, Olson was seen to hit one FW and the pilet bailed out. This was Lt.
Olsons second victory in two days.

Flak fire encountered was vicious, 2nd Lt, Robert Fay is believed killed
when his plane crashed resulting from anti-afreraft fire. Lt, Fay was & vell
1iked boy and it is a sure thing that he will be sorely missed by all ‘the members
of the 395th Squadron,

The third méssion was a slow job, It was nothing more than routine
patrel, noenemy aircrdft were sighted and = very little strafing was done. 4
total of 16 4/Ts were destroyed and several damaged. The fourth went much the
same way and nothing eventful happened. Large convoys of enemy troups were
cbserved but the boys didn't go down on them, having been directed by the controllgr
to fly patrol at 20,000 feet. Total sorties forihe day: 142,

15 June 1944

After yesterdsys high pressure full day, the boys were just a little
tired when they were awskened early this morning. Lfttle did they knoew that this
would be another one of those days. Todays schedule was a little different,
we had been assigned to specific areas, two section boundred by imaginary lines.
They were to be called the eastern and the western. Our job now as called Bor
y the new admzndment to "Japec¥ was just high cover, with no strafing work called
for, unless by specific order of the contreoller.

The plenew were to operate completly off the landing strips on the continent
and would not return to the base until late thet nite. Theres was no activity, patrols
were completely uneventful, No enemy aircraft were sighted and very 1ittle flsk
was experienc d. One mission had deken off and was on the way to the assault
area when they were directed by the controller to return to the base,due to the
pad weather. This was the first abortive mission we had had t is ménth., Total
nurber of sorties forthe day: YiZ{ 121.

16 June 194L

Fe are still operting our patrol work under Appendix "D¥ of Japeo.
These patrols have turned out to be more or less routine, with the boys Just
fTying back and forth, orvitting overthe eastern area of the assault heach,
Ma jor Quimby led the first mission of 24 P-47s takeing off at 1654 making TOT
at 1730 to 1830. Patrol was uneventful except for one incident when one P-47s
landed on ALG 8-2 because of low oil pressure, The pilot returned to the Wase
via C-47 late tonite. The controller had called the planes and ordered them
to pick up and escort 20 C-47s from Beuzeville, France to Fngland., Flak was
1ight meager inaccurate over all points on the mission.

axximamx Lt. Col. F. Sg Perego ngugt"mission of 12 P-L7s off at 1740
'1 wit
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on Japeo Appendix “%}: This mission was also anevenlf??ﬂ., no anemy aircraft wers
sighted, ohly light moderabe inaccurate flak was experienced, ' One P-47 or
Typhoon was seen to crash south of Cyen, but no chutes were seen. All planes were
back at 2045,

Major Quimby, G0, 395th Squadron, leading his second mission of the day
which was also under Japeo, had just about made landfall in on the assault ceast
when they were recalled py the controller, this making our second abortive mission
in two dsys for the same cause, bad weathere

17 June 194k

Another full day today, starting early in the morning. The first one
led by ¥ajor Spprks of the 396th Squadrong 12 P-47s took off at 0659 for the
assault area still under Appendix "D" of Japeo, The patrol was uneventful, on
enemy aircrfat were seen and hhere were flak guns fired at the boys. A few trucks
were seen on the roads south of the lines but no strafing was carriedout.

111 in all there were four mission today,none of which proved to be
eventful in anyway. The 395th and 397th had been operating off the landing
strip in France, returning late at night. The last plane down was at 0020,
the latest we had ever been ofit.

18 Jiine 1941

Good news for today, we weres released for the entire day giving us a
chance to work undisturbed on last minute packing and distribution on maps.

Early this morning ¥ajor Lewis, IX Fighter Command, called to ask us
what tacties we had used in bomwbing our second target on D-Day. He told us
that after the woods had been taken they found dead soldiers and totally des-
troyed equipment all over the woods. In his -own words the woods were totally
wiped out. This proves the ability of our pilots and the thoroughness of
their training.

19 June 194%

The first of our squadrons teck off today for the landing strip in
France. The 395th will be the first squadron of the group to be permanently
based on the continent. )

We were glven a release again today so their was no flying. Pilots
of the remaining two squadrons continued their packing, making ready for the
time when they would fly over to remain permanently. The various secticns
continued their packing and in the afternocon a short hike was taken, one of a
series of conditioning hikes that would run until the time we were to leave,

20 June 194L

Ye were on the alert today for a possible target, the the weather is
so bad that it is thought we wouldn't fly unless reslly necessary. The 396th
Squadron took off, pilets and planes to join the 395th and the Advance Fchelon
on the continent. :

About 1000 a quick flash target was called into us for an attack, the
only remaining squadron, the 397th was called up for & briefing on it, but
after it was finished word came that we were to scrub the mission due to the
weather. : -

_GECRE




ad)

21 June I94L ¢

The 397th Squadron, the last one left on this side lefi for France today.
We now have a full group operating from an advanved landing strip. Therear
eschelons part in operating the group is now over, and the advange eschelon takes
over as of teday. OQur Group Commandeér, Col. G. I, Meyers, Group Gp Operations
officer, Capt. R, E, Leary, and Uapt. M, D. Henry left via their own planes
for the strip. Operations have now ceased from t is base as far as fiying any
missionsfare concerned. -

22--30 June 19%4

Not having any missions to bother us and very little admidnstrative
debbil to carry out, we started today to pakk in ernest. The men were taken
out on a series of conditioning hikes with full pakks and equipment that we would be
required to carry on the trip. Capt. Ernest R. Pendleton, assistant Opetations
Officer had been appointed as the commanding Officer of the rear eschelon troops.

. %e were busy right up to thé last minute pakking and shipping eritical
material to the landing strip by C-47. Several key men from the different sedtions
were flown over to enforce the advance eschelon. Every one was still doing last
minute work when the order came that were £O leave at 0742 from the railroad
station at Fullerton for the marshalling area. Word was sent down to the tkoops
to be ready the following morning at at 0600 and to be in formation by 0615.

Besides not having time for any sleep that nite our tempers were a little on

edge vhen just before we left it started torain. This coupled with the weight of the
packs left us a little of edge and the feeling we would be glad when the trip

was finally over.

##x%Continuation of this narrative and final movement of rear eschelon from’
Chilbolbon will ke found added to the July installment of the Group Hjstory.
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEAT (RETERS
3580H FIETE BROUESR Muoup Cim T

AP 595, V.o frow
1 June 1854
CCERGIET: Yevorh of Istellizenes Traindng Progress,
T + B ef By a2, TE Yoctiosl iir Comeomd, ALO 995, B, ., srmy.

ibeny i, Uolunel Trrknan,

L. “he follesing intslligence fraining was glven bo Filotu of the
36t vashuer Vorber Sppup during the sericd of 21 Vey to 31 Toy 1944
inslnsiver -

3955k Pishtar Borher “rusdron

Faaurity Leotare Hourw
sirersft Locopnition 1 Houp.
earrant Yyente Y Fhrirs.
Hieewilonepte Intelligoree fubjechs iurs,

336th Pichter Sorber “susdron

eneral ;;rimti@
siveraft tesognition
Flek

A% ?ighi::r Bomber guadren

Ceoril Orientakion (Hsw piloks}
Surbert Tyenks
Semuriiy Leciurs

Yor the firoup fiosmander:

DRVID ¥, GEINTNRL
ist Lb. 2ir Chree
dzat. Bronp Se2
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2RS
"2 GROUP
AP0 595, U, S, irmy
1 Junc 1944

SPECIAL ORILRS )

FUIBIER, ..., .61 )

1, Under tho provisions of IR 815-5, 30 Ja:’ 1943 and won the recommendstis
- of their Irs Comdr, -the: folloving nemed 3, 395th Fitr Sorber Sq, ars prorot~
to grades as ind:.cat*d'

T B3 TI0ET TIREIWT (T
s/ 85t (750) ;nwmt " Simpson- "16595286'

TGn g3 Sy 5?@2 el g

rmond [, Taclker 14162087
Ra2lnh J, I-’Jtro . 36444310
Crerles T 32805614
Soim ., Do Jos - 33514777
Jdmmnd I, Sprlding 35496279
Horpen Birk 32456428
Daniel H, iohn, 33366288

™ B e {72 T
Serl Z, WeCoy. | - 32746545
) Tardl I, B3eilow 17033424
Alton A, Davi@zon - 17110757
HEnrry 3, Osbroslg 13081328

70 37 CoR0R E (TIP)

: Telter 8, Plumer 31180115
Pfe (356) dosesh O, CordwelY ™ . 34720495
Pfe (747) Josank T, Surat 32409111
iPfe (747) Georze Fubchir-- - 35363521
Pfc (952) Doneld A Tuntley . Z5631.6C0

20 33 PRIVT FISSE OLASS (WEY)
B (a»og &ror1y Sikinson ’ 31256713
Pvt (911) Onamrie’ ;C, lualy 33728758
Prt (747) Pator L, Soland 12020798
Bvt (060) Herbsrt L, "Reed 6537125

2, Under the provisions of .2 £3 5-5, 30 Jun 1943 and upon th: reen mendstior
of their Orgn Comdr,. the followins nemed ?I', 336th 3’1tr 30m Sq, are prorotod
Yo grades as 1m.1cated
o]
5/ szt (747) He: t 3, Cau?s : 07209420
5/ 3zt (862) . zrl 513 --azisiadas‘ 1180335

70 33§ RELIT (v
Robert &, Duffy 17187038
Roy %, Eichsrd 33318598

-1 -




S0 61, Hq 368th Fér 3om Gp, 1 dx:me 134247 (Tont 7 a)

.LO 33 0oR( (F31P)
Pfe (405) Jerome ¥, Chojnacki 35555484
. Bfe (050} Wavford 3. iicGsha 34720884
. pfe (747) Rcherd H, Dottoery 12157303
Pfe (405Y Foward B, Pruett 29695627
>fc (590) iorris Sokoloff 33054818
Pie (405) Joan G, Wepfer 38332740

() 53 DRIVITE FIAST CLASS (FB2)

IV TS
“pub: (237 Fred 8, €wmtololla 32849728
oh J, Zovaraik 5

Pri (ODO} Jo S9%

3, Und>r tho provisions of 4R 8§1B-5, 30 Jun 1943, snd unon the r-commond-ti
of their Organ Comdr, the followinz nemed I, ¥97th Fitr Jom Sg, ars promotzd te
graies as indicatad; - :
. B0 3T TECTICIEL SLRETWT (TUR)

S/ 3zt (784) 2aymond F. Hlrod’ 10130475
3/ 3zt (759) Swrml Ledisay 332407328

. 70 3 I S2360 HT (T33)

Szt (747) rman J. - mte 52362617
st (060) =e L Foliziani 39844654
Szt (747) John 3, Lizssie Jr 35713789
Sgt (747) "Tnest L, iorrall 21109122
Szt (683) Froneh Shams 34472020

S To 3T R63 {(735:=) -
Cpl (932) Gastaf i. Trikson 110423577
Opl (911) Froderick . -elson 39121195
Cpl (911) Zdward R, Stanise 1757374

70 B2 cor-on:L (T3i0)
Zfe (014) i~rvin I, 4deoms 33242724
Ffe (911) Frrond 7, Barrest 32520951
Pfe (S11) Filliam #, Hogarth 33507443

T 3% 5u% -z:.m FIRSD 5185 ()
Zvt(§00) Josxmh J. Gredoveki 32909606
vt (747, S orzc T, Sawago 1112324

4, TUnder the ‘)I‘O’/’l“lons of AR E15-5, 30 Jun 1943, snd unan the racommEnda,tmn

0

of his Orm Comdr, Ffc (405) Grril F, Fap, 3568:3284-, Hg 368‘051 "1171' Bom Bp; is -
promotad to arad: of Cormoral (Term), S

.

BWO:"COum’:Rs: ‘ A :
JAURICE D, POWELLS
ﬂM/tl/f/f/ /J HZ [/ lst L4, 310, ’
WURICE D, 207015 4sst adj.

1st Lt, .C, .

+sst »;dj.
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(Poge two) = _ .

aeading west st 18.v from 13,000 focts

Aread boundel apppoxs by - icauvilile, Jte dauveur, Gorges, and Jarenban
flocded.
Ha ng 3/10 cu. 6 Lo 7000 feet viaibillily poods

(5] over tavrebl 9amoe
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ggg‘ﬁ%i Phone to Lt. Bond 1745

il 3
(et

HISSION SUMMARY REPORT
Dive Bombing, road bridge at Rouen

368th Fighter Bomber Group, Col. Cilbert L. Meyers leading
46 P-4T18
(30 3 for mechanic

(1) vp 11
(23 TOT 1500
(3) 144

(1) 8 P-47's cat. A flak
(2) w1
(3) w1

Resulis very good, SE bridge hit and left in wster, NV bridge damapged by
several direct hits. :

46 x 2 x 1000 1b. G.P. instant nose 1/800 sec tail loaded.

83 x 1000 on terget

8 x 1000 in channel

1 x 1000 brought back tobase,
Dived from 10,0600 feet Teleaded at 3,000 feet angle of dive 70°
Strafing results: 4O stationary freight cars at Pavilly.

(1) a. ni1
b. R

{2) a. Heavy and light intense accurate.,
b. Fecamp heavy-moderate-inaccurate,

6 smell boats hea ed weat in mid channel at 1520 seem from 12,000 feet.

Ballons over Seine between Rouen and Le Harve., Sunken ship seen just off St. Valery
10 to 12 trucks convoy statlonsry at Cleres 10,000 feet at 1510,

12 large gasoline tanks in bend of Seine south of Nerville at 1510 from 3000 feet,

glg 8AVU
§2) Scattered at L/F in CAVU REST OF WAYY
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gpstlash #2 June 6, 194k, o0 348

Ao
B.

- CONFIDERTIAL & Hector Bontrol 1735

FISSTON SUMMARY R PORT / J Y

i
g “J

Bombing 1/Ts wonds 5 of Isigoy. (2} Hil
368tk Fighter Romber Group, fol Heyers leading
L7 P=i7

w1

1313
1500
1614

1 P-47 Cat A TFlak
Wil
¥l

pesults very good, excellent disperssl of borbe. 3 rows U/7s west end of woods
hit dirsctly, but thcught that they may have been d .

1,7 a/c csrried 10 cluster of 6 frage each. ¥ 1 A 1. 455 x 6 on target.

15 x 6 jettioned in channel by 3 elreraft.

pived from 4000 feet reidased at 1000 sngle 30 degrees.

(1) w1
{2) (a) M1
{b) Junction KE of Alrel--Lipht Yoderate Insccuate,
cux
30 to 50 smell vehicles on road 1U miles south of Bayammx ot 1505 seen from 4000¢

cver target-~8/10 4 to 6000*
fn Route——-8/10 & to 6CO0Y

E. ‘ocontinued} 1 train was strafed st 2irsl, Tocozotive destroyed.

CONFIDENTIAL
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. Phoned to MaJ vanger at Sector
: sntrod. at C825.
MIZSICH SUMMARY REPORT /..{Lu:_/‘f“

6 June 1944  Opsflash #l. 0ps order 3Lk5. _
k. f1) pive §mbing noad Bridge B of At. fauveur,
{2) s2

8. (1) 368th Fighter Pomber froup, 395tk Ptr. Bomb Sgdn. Lt. GCol. Peregg leading.
(2} 16 p=-4T7s
{3) Fix

{1} o523
(2) 0612
(3) 0710

(1) 1 P-47 Cat. & Zflak
£X% 1 ?=-47 Cat. & bombe exploding over larget.
(2; vin

3)

Pesults Oood. Mne direct hit ovserved, bombs well concentrated, smoke obscured
most strikes. & x 2 1000 1b. §.P. 810 sec delar plus XXYEXHEMEXIRSYXEEMHIY
12 x 3 x 500 1b. G.F. 1/10 nose instant £ail loaded. 35 x 500 and 8 x 1600
on target. 1 x 500 dropped by accident on take-off, Dived from £0CO feet
neleased 1000 at sn angle of 20 degreen. Strefing resulta as follows: 30 u/T
convoy—zost vihicles hit; 2 Teft buridng. ' )

(1) ui2 .
(2§m @) vk
{b) Carterst—light intense inaccurate. )

Convay 30 military vehicles etanding fscing west on east uest road south of St.
Sauveur. Ceen md straled 0610, Aldernpy Island—5 destroyera going into and couzd
out ot hevror seen from 6,000 fest. Lsrge bon fire belfeved to bz ground-agr
sirnal indicating direction of winds,,between 3 houmes 908286 68/5 1:50,000.

05l sllck 4 miles due Yest of dnderville,

{1) 8/10 680> visibility good.
(23 1/F to target same &s shove.

% e Y SIS Pl S O T P g i R T S T e AT,
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CQ&‘E 1 DE%}'* AL Phoned to Lt Here;ggé ;g, “vﬁ_:;ng

YISSION SUISsRY REPORT
7 June 1944

patrol Isigny-Rameux, 0.0, 350, Opflash Ho. 1

396th Pitr, Boxb Sqdn., 368th Fitr, Bomb Group, Najor Douglas leading,
15 P'h?s-
Nile

Up 0549
TOT 0630-0730
Tovn 0835

8 - Category A
ground explosions and small arms.
wil,

25-30 ¥TS destroyed on road — Gontances to Marigny oubt of & convoy of 75/100
heading NE, Tenks and btrucks demaged NE corner of woods at Balleroy.

15 X 4 clusters of fragrentstion bombs.
58 on target.
2 jettisoned in chamnel,

(1) i,
{(2) mile

Yarigny packed with troops md trucks ~ Highway between Bayeux and Gt. Lo Very
getive with trucks eand tanks.

T
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CONFIDENTIAL

MISSION SUMMARY REPORT

OPSFLASH 3 for 6 June 1944

A

B.

(1) Dive bomb Artillery Positions on Aure River between.Isigny and Bayeux,

(1) 368th' Fighter Bomber Grogp, Lt. Col. Perego leading.
2

47 P=kTs
(3) 2, one batile damage, one escort,

(1) uvpisx
(2) TOT 1900-2015
(3) Down 2125

(1) 4=-—, 1 cat & flak, 1 cat. AC flak, 2 cat A ground explosions.
{2) ri1
(3) w1

Results~-very few gun flashes located along Aure river. Radar installation mear
Anneville Fair results. ¥oods 15 miles south of Ceen--Good~-large explosions.
20 trucks sirafed and bomted 18 miles south west of Caen~-—good results. Large
building 5 miles south of Airel-—destroyed. 6 miles south west of Bayeux-—very
large explosion--road spot. RR 6 miles west Bayeus~~large orange flame and ex-
plosions--possibly gasoline trucks., 6 trucks and staff cars destroyed heading
Southwest out of Caem~ten miles. 6 gund positions, direct hits at St, Lauber
4 miles south of Isigney. M/Y de Volay--good hits, 5 ¥/Ts 10 miles southwest
of Bayeux and left burning., Strafing trucks robling stock.Bayeux, Caen, Isigney
Area, Toaded L7 x 3 x 500 GP 1780,1/100 tail on target 116 x 500. dJettionsd
25 x 500 in chaminel. Dived 3000 feet 30 dggree angle, 1000 feeb,

1) (a) over target Wil
(b) eEmmIrmood®k ferminy Light Meager sccurste, St. Yaast H med inace,

(2) (a) mn

{b; M1
8¢ to 100 trucks convoy 5 niles lons on road 1 miles south east ofBayeux st 2040.
from 3000 feet. Big)fl concentration troope an’ srucks near river 4 siles W' of
bayeux.

(1) aver target 7/10 at 3500 vigibility good.
(2) on route 7/10 at 3500 visibility good,




CONFIDENTIAL

HISSION SUBMARY REPORT

& 7 June 1944 Opsflash #2 Ops. Order #350

A. (1) Patrol Isigny- Bayeux

B. 1. 397th F/b sq. 368 ¥/B Gp. Major Haesler leading
16 Ph7

Nl

Up 0722
TOT 0755 to €905
Dowvm 1017

6~ Category A & C 2 P47 NYR ——-flak and grd explosions
vil
2 NYR -—- 2nd Lt. Joseph Howard
2nd Lt Buel Bates
Results good - all bombs dropped on concentrated troops and trucks around
Litry
Ioaded — 16X10C Ml-3l fragmentation
On target - 130X2CO M1-41
Jettisoned in Charmel - 10X100 M1-AL
HYR - 20:00 mMixAl
Glide tombed - released 600!/700!

1. Nil
2, Flek around Litry - Light-Intense-Accurate

Area Bayeux -airel- St. Lo has very large concentration of troops, armoured
cars and flak,

Road West from Marigny to St. Szuveur- lenddlin is a solid mass of trucks
and troops. . :

One pilot made pass at large truck convoy KW of Marigny - On second pass
six (6) trucks were pubting up Red Croos flags.

-«
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. P .
r:mwﬁﬁggmﬁgt vhoned to pLt. Hirizel 1315

folons). HEYERS leading

\

7 June 19L4 meflash #3. 0.7, 356

A symed Recco
i
395th 7/ 2 268th /R fx
16 ks
¥il

ip GB5G
TR 0940 to 1100

pe) 7 N VRS

(1% 10 pi71s Tategory 2 - Tlak and emsll arms
{zy pi1

3y nil

Heavy battery bombed 1 mile voulh of fastillen. 144 ile L * esande

hit £ tanks bombed on wad ¥ of ILignorelles
Strafing:
3 trucks © of Alnoy
3 trucks o of Yont Trliaume
O trucke degtroyed 7% of Licene
12 trucks strefed 20 to 3 miles 2 of llercy
16 % & clusbers 14l Yrap bombs
77 elusters on Targels
2 olusters in channel - 2 cluecters brousht bach Base

st

Il} 143

v § TVl

(2% voret da Serioy - Tiglt-Toderele-sce
noret de nerisy T11led with troops, trucks, pung and very great schivity.
tangk 2t Lignorelles — 400! ot 1030

“

/10 at 15000
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7 June 194k,

A. (1} Patrol
(2) M1

CONFIDENTIAL . s i

HISSION SUMMARY REPCRT Phoneé to Seclor Control

0.0. 350 oOpsflash #4 LY. COL. FRANK PEREGO leading

Isigny~Bayeux

B. (1) 396th /B 8¢ 368th ¥/% 7p
(2} 11 P4's

(3) m1

(1) up 1019
(2) TOT 1100 ~ 1155

(3) Down

(1) One PL
{2) w11
(3) ma

Resulis go
6 ¥/Ts bo

1250
7 Cat A TFrag bombs exploding on ground.

od — most hits on read junction at E side of Foret de Gerisy.
thed and destroyed at Tournieres.

11 x 10 clusters F1-Al loaded

10C cluste

rs on targets (100 x 10)

10 x 10 clusters brought back to base

Atrafing:

7. (1) wil
(2) wi1

L ¥fT demeped 1 mile N of Foreb de Cerisy
2 /7 destroyed — spvarertly loaded with munition

6 ¥/T destroyed at Tourniers
21 M/Trs destroyed)
g damegedt/T's)

3 ¥/Tts destroyed and 3 damaged 7 miles S of Balleroy.

between Bayeux and Airel

@. Troops at Foad junction E side of Foret de Cerisy 15 ¥/T's carrying troops
headed N on =mall road. T 650460 ( seen and strafed at 115C)

Some rollin

H. 9/10 sG 15¢

gz stock at ER junction at Airel (seen 1155)

0! - Visibility good




7 June Opsflash #5 Operation order 350, B

A.

B.

o s . Phone to Sector Contrél at -
IISSION SUMMARY REPORT 25 received by Lt. Herzel

3

N I v"h/
(1) Ammed Recce--Aure River, Bayeux Airal. . J«{j ’
(®) ¢

f1) 368th Fighter Bomber Group, 39%th Ftr. #i§f#. Bomb Sqdn, Capt, Hendricks leading
(2) 15 P-471s ,
(3) mix

(1) up 1158
(2) TOT 1235 to 1337
(3} Dowm 1438

(1) 1 p-47
5 P=47's damaged Cat "A" gmall apms
(2) w1
(3) 2nd tt. Norman E. Langemald, Spun in 10 miles south of Bayeux

Results good to excellest--Several columns of ¥/Ts 15 ¥fTs in each on highway between

Contances and Lt Lo bombed and many destroyed. Radar instalations » 390170 destroyed.

Troop and Material concentration in Foret de Cerisy bombed with generally good results
30 clusters M14A1 loaded. 28 clusters on target, 2 clusters on ¥IA. Dived from

1500 feet, releaded at 50 feet » angle of dive, l5degress, Strafing: Severzl columns

of MT, 15 ¥/Ts per column on highway between Contances and St. Lo. Excellent results-
Troop casualties high.

(1) w1
(2) mx

8/10s 8¢ 1500 feetf-~visibiilty good.




