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SECRET

HISTORICAL REPORT
1 HMay to 31 May 1945

Information contained herein, is wrilten in compliance with XIX
Tactical Air Qommend Hemorandum Humber 20~1, dated 5 Pebruary 194k, It
is a resume of the activities of the 368th Fighter growp Headquariers,

for the month of May 1 to 31, 1945.
1. ORGANIZATION
Yo Change.
STRENGTH AS OF 31 MAY 1945

Figures shown below are total strength for Group Head-
guarters and assigned squadrons:

Asgsisgned Persomnel Authorized Rersonnel
Officers — 206 Officers ~mme—me——w= 201
Enlisted Yen ———— 823 Brlisted Yen ~——w——w 811

1029 1012

DATE OF ARRIVAL. AND DEPARTURE FRGY EACH STATION IN ETO:

Departed AL Y-73, & milés 87 of prankfurt-am-tain,
germany, 13 ¥ay 1945, for ALG RE~A2, Buchschwaback,
germany, 10 miles S of Nurnberg, arriving 13 May 1945.

TLOSSES IN ACTION:

A Fil {for Group Headquarters)
TIARDS AND DECCRATIONS:

Bronze Star

¥#/sgt. Stanley W, Oliver
M/sgt. Filliam A. Tellace

i = 7ot e st~ ) B s
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1 itay 1945

We start thias monthts history with sn added feature, e are presenting a series
of paotographs of 21l officera and enlisted men of Headquarters Detachmert —-
that is, @11 who could be corraled at the time the photographs were taken. 4
few may havs slipped by, but we believe the atiendance to be dlaocst 100%. As
much ag possible the plotures wers taken within the respective departments of
the pergonnel concerned without any special or feney preparations made, just
plain natural like (Supporting Document #1).

The Group vas releagsed for maintensnee & training today but, in spite of this,
we were in one sense operstional, for the advance echslon departed for our new
bage R-42 a2t Buchachwabaeh; 10 miles southwest of Nurnberg.

The advance echelon arrived at their new field around four oteleck finding that
it did not zppear to be as bad as it had been rumored to be. There are enough
buildings for Headeuarter administrative, the dispensary, Red Cross, Theatre,
and Officers! Clib, The buildings are 21l set in elose together among plenty of
trees 700 yards from the airfield. Por living and sleeping quarters, however,
its back to the tents we go.

The usual amount of work is zhead getting the place i-sadied; todays activities
congisting of cleaning out the main building and ereeting the snack bar tent,

Specizl Order #L5 announees the arrival of four 2nd Lieutenantz —- three of vhom
were assigned to the 396th squadron, and one to the 395th Squadron (Supporting
Documert #2). : :

Supporting Document £1 - Photographs of Hg. officers and enlisted men.
supporting Document #2 =~ Specisl Order #45.

2 may 1945

From Y=73 the 396th squadron flew the only two missions flovn by thie Group today.
Two elght plene missions went out on patrols in the Cham-Ingplstadi-gtraubing area.
10/10ths cloud covsrage and bad weather caused both missions to prove imeventful,

“ '

4 second group of men and equiprent were scheduled to have departed for R-42 early
today, but the trucks have not yet returned. ) . B

The German radio announced last night that Hitler died yesterday in his chancellory
4in RBerlin. ) . .

- At Bushschwabach detivity went into the ususl high gear starting s th the long
working day that has become the muguale day for first echelons sinee Feormandy.
nay begins at 0700 and ends at darkness. P

& supply of good lusber was found to be avallsble nearby so no tims was wasied
gathering as mueh as possidle for the differant enterprises plenned, - Pirst was
the flooring for a1l the tents, MHext, work was started on the construciion of 2
. building to house our portuble shower, The building Headquarters was te use
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2 ¥ay 45 (Cont1d)

became a scene of .ectivity, floore being repaired, partitions torn dovn, others
were put up, doorways constructed, ete. Thoss wrking indoors were fortunate
indesd; outdeors the men had to contend with a dlgmal rain that continued e11
day,

3 May 1945

Operations took on a new tempo today in gpite of a 9/10ths to 10/10ths cloud
coverage in the recce area, Six missions totaling 72 sorties were flown on
armed recees in the Tabor-Pilsen Area -~ each Squadron flying two 12 plane
missions. 9.5 tons of bombs were dropped on a factory, marshalling yards, and
an urknown position wnder vector by GUNPOST. (Claims were: 31-25 ¥/Ts and wvehi-
cles, 3-1 locos, 25-20 RR cars, 1 BR bridge, and several hits on a factory.

At R=l2 the zecond group of men and equipment arpived, and by the end of the day
the tents were peactically all up, and a new inovation was begun, For the '
enlisted mens' sleeping guerters sguad tents were erected instead of the usual
pyrapidial tent, Twelve men to a squad tent mekes it just comfortable and gives
4% the semblance of a barrack., The idea was well liked,

Group ‘strength was increased today by the arrival of 15 new officers, two lst
Lieutenmts, tvelve 2nd Lieutenants & one Flight Off icer & two enlisted men
{Supporiing Document #3}.

Fealing seems to be that mer Tagt is not too far off.

Supporting Document #3 -~ Special Order #ib.:

L Yoy 1945

Three missions, two by the 396th Squadron snd one by the 397th Squadron, wers
£lovn in gooperation with units of the XX Corps and on armed Tecce in the Loiy
ares, Eight and one-half? tons of bombs and straffing resulis against ¥Ts & ¥Ys
resulted in claims of T7=40 ¥Ts & vehicles, 4=0 locos, 15-3 RR ears and ome

Jo 52. :

¥ost of the excitement for the day was caused by 2 misalon which was scrubbed,
Then we arrived at the office we found that we were scheduled to escort some of
the Tuftwaffe back to our base, The pilots were to have flown over an airfield

in Germany, do a couple of slow rolls, wait for the Luftwaffe pilots to take-off
and then escort them back to the Frankfurt-Rhein-Main firfield. For soms reason :
the mission did not moterielize -~ too bad — it might have proven to be inter- -
esting if not vworthwhile, especially when everycne had figured on rushing out to -
the runvay as they landed and grabbing all the lugers they could get their hands .~
on; sure would have been a flock of souvenirs fleating arcund.

5 ¥ay 1945 T

Rain fell at both Y=-73 and R-42 today so we were non operational again. ¥ajor
Fast took off for R-h2 with most of the 8-2 equipment and several erlisted men.. ' X

~ e e
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5 ¥May 45 (Contrd)
The Surrender of Germén Army Group "G" becams effective 1200 hours today.

At Wurnberg the general fseling was getting to be that the war will eertainly
be over before the rest of the group gets here. This situstion poses this
question: Do we go back there or do they continue on %6 our new base here?

6 Yoy l9lsﬁ

Continued rain prevented operations zgain teday, but the day did not pass
without some developments in the war situstion. Shortly after ws had returned
to the living area (Y~73) in the evening, the radio came out with premature
news that Germany had surrendered, We had waited a long time for such news
and some of the boys forgot or chose to ignore the army regulations; they went
outgide and fired their sidearms - earbines, Thompsons and L5's. Most of the
fire came from the Squadron areas, but one of the officers thought he had ssen
someone in Hg. fire; hs couldntt identify the man and no one would confess so
all of the enlisted men had to go outside and march one hour. The rain and
marching took the edge off the good news.

The forward surge of the Third US Army was not effected by the surrender of
the German Army Group nat yesterday,

7 ¥ay 1945

The 296th flew the only misslon for todsy; a 16 plane mission in a Pighter-
sweep in the Passau-Cham area., Such inactivity gave us a chance to listen to
8ll of the news broadeasts on the radio; we waited expectantly for the confire
mation of the Germen surrender. By afterncon, May 8th had been declared VB
Nay.

Americen Third Army troeps continue to sweep inte (zechoslovakia on & wide
front; they are reported 7 miles from the capital, and Generzl Pstion has
liberated Pilsen,

& ¥ay 194

The long awaited, much antlcipated, and eagerly expected has arrived —- V-Day
in Parops. Offieclal announecement of Germanyts uneonditional surrender has been
blaring forth over the radio 411 day. Prime Minister Churchill has preclaimed
tomorrow V-Day in Europe and further, an additional day for celebrating and
rejoicing. To 211 in the Group, though operations were at a standstill, it
socemed Just like another day except for the joyous expressions everyone was
wearing. Also on most, you could discern the attitude nwwhat nowv, and "8BI here
we coms', -

Our situation map, long = great point of interest, and lately the center of
attraction for all amateur strategists, a spot vhere someorie could always be
found looking longingly at the ever moving lines converging to the cemter of
Gormany, today stends alene in the bright sunlight with the one terse word
npinir, And like so many other things on this day it is at the end of its
long snd interesting career. '
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The Group was non-operational tedsy, but activity was not at a standstill; the

. Group gt B-42 finelly got into ths celebrabting meood at the approsch of darknecs
when guns of 211 calibre began to go off and flares were scen bursting overhead.
A stop was put to the shooting when it was found that soms of the shells were
landing in nearby A4 emplacements., Other sorts of celebrating were zlso very
mch in evidence,

Pen and pencil will never do Justice to the history made today; its effects will
roach into the centuries —— we end the best day the Group has ever enjoyed.

9 ‘53’5 3.9& 5

V-E Day {officially)~-our last combat operation in (srmany. Hostiliiies
officially ceased as of OO0l hours (T, today. Three missions toteling 46
sorties were flown as defensive patrol in the Ling-~¥latorry area; 211 missions
meventTul.

Todsy we feel in the mood to submit o few statistics concerning the vrominent
part we feel this group played in the defeat and destruction of Germeny during
the period 14 Merch 1944 - 9 Hay 1945:

FLIGHT RECCRD FOR PERICD

Hissions flowm -~ 1,406
gorties flown ~17,455

CLAIYS F(R FERICD

.

Enemy airecraft:
In gir - ——— 135 - 20 59
On ground =e—m———e————- 98 15 125

Destroyed Probably Destroyed Damagsd

DESTROTED

_ Tenks k99
Y¥otor trucks & vehicles -- 7858
Locomotives amem—— 700
Pailroad €ars mee—m—eem— 3236
Bridges 33
Factories & buildings wwe- 792
failroad cuts —w—me—e—m—ne —
¥R marshalling yd.attks, ~ e
Airfields attached ~————= —
Cun emplacements w———~we—— 187
sup, fuel & amm. dumps =< 6l
Yessels and barges < B 3
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9 ¥ay L5 (Conttd)
OTUER INTERESTING FIGURES

ToTAL

. _ Rounds of 50 Celibre apmunition expended —~———  [,570,892
on combhat missions
Pounds of bombsg dropped on target -~————me——— 10,860,000

: Teletype and radio messages handled by ———- 21,128
Cormunications °
outgoing and inecoming telsphone callp a——w- 40C,000
handled by Communications ' =
¥iles of wire laid by Communicationsg ee—e—we . 250
Hours flown on.combat misgions wewee—meee——m l;5,390 :
iireraft assigned to the Group -—~— - Huriiieans -

AT A

PR R AT

Thig Group has made 2 name for itself, first by its reputation it earned as &
bridge buster prior o D-Day, and second as a reliable close-support froup for
the infantry. Kumercus commendations singling out the 368th Fighter Group serve
to support sueh slaims{Supporting Document #4).

RN

ERREE

The above elaimg have not been established without suffering a considerable loss
in pilots to the Group. Shtatus as of 31 May 1945

HIA e 38
FIA mmmmmee—em 2
PN wmmmmmmme 8
BTA e 11
TTA e 10
RUC mmm——mm—m 10 (6-114)

il

To those who were giifher killed or seversly wounded we pause to offez' our regre‘cs
and express our gratitude for their splendid efforts, and for the privileze of
having knomn them; to those who were more fortunete, but still no longer with us,
we offer owr thanks,; and to those whe are gtill in the ETO we wish them a spsedy
return to the USA.

Supporting Document #l - Copies of Commsndations

10 ¥ay 1945

At Hurnberg the zdvence echelon begen to recover from the V-E Day state of
mind, and began to wonder zbout our future plans, The point system, announced
over the radio this evening, started a series of srguments which will probably
go on for months, or until all of us except the 30-year men are gut of the aimy,
Por at least a week the invariable question when two men meet is likely to be
uPow many points have you got?". - There are four different vays in which points
may be accumulated under this system vhich are as follows:
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10 ¥ay 1945 (Contrd)

1. Service eredt - Wusmber of months in army
since 16 gepb. 1940,

2. Oversez gyredit - Number of months served
overgeas sines 16 gSept. 1940,

3. Qozbat eredit - Wumber of decorations and
bronze servics gbars slnece 186 Sept.1940.

L. Parsnthood credit - Humber of children
under 18 yrs, old.

The Hegpian watiing vas being laid at Strip R-42 and we remembersd at Murnberg
that we were only a part of the froup, thab owr planes were stild af Prankfurt,
and woild probebly arrive in a coupls of days. And back at Y-73 the rear oche-
lon was bepinning to realize that the vhole group would soon be moved to the
new field =t Furnberg sven thourh the war was over. The prospect of moving
from the rmodern homss and spartmente to terts didn't make anyons heppy.

13 Yax 1345

Y<¥3 szw little activity other than preparations for movement, AL urnberg we
Pinally lined up a laundry -- a setup formerly used by 10,000 ILehrnacht person-
nel, Mur zner loundry wey find oub, howsver, that 1500 Air Corps men can burs

" in more clothen each weelr than his 10,000 Heinles, Like everything else in
Hupnberg, the laundry's facilities were somewhat disorgenized by the recent
hostilities in this area; we will probebly be lueky to zet our mwashing" baek
before Yemorisl Way, even though we turned it 4n on ¥ay 11,

e had & grim reminder st strip R=-42 that the war was not over for us. Insteszd
of just the U200 roll call, two others have now been scheduled. Ab I000 and
1500 hourg all BY snd Officers below the rank of Hajor are edlled out to dritl
for an hour and a half, This soon developed intc compstition between tue squada,
the igsue to be sebtled fowerrow —- the losers to buy the beer,

The strip R-42 ruaway vas dboub resady for planes today., The 1% % staff begen
to ghlft into high gear in preparation for a unit school. They acquired &
building of their own, bullding Wo. 5, a chort strotch up the hill from the
Group Weadguarters Building.

They .also accuired a new member to add to their growing organization. §/5zt.
Clarence {Soc) flasrud, former rceeorder of the Group History and member of the
g=2 section wae transferred to I E today. His backsround; educstion, snd
former tesching experience {pilus his ability 20 & serownger) will be z valusbls
zgset to the cchool. Already, numerous items from various departments such ag
desks, cheirs, globes, maps, eto. are finding their wer up to the school.

PFC Georre papiclo of Ha. Pirst US Army abtached to roup Hg. sines lagt Jamuary
and & elerk in the G.0..0. pection was made a permanent merber of Hg. per g.0.
#47! supporting Document #5. PRI Cepielo in agsisned to §-1, and is fivek austé,
to #fsph. Trudel in the payroll sectlon,

Supperting Nocument £5 ~ Spacial Order #47
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This group rondevdued wWih ofher Fighter nroups of XIX TAC over Y-73 at 6500
feet, and flew uneventful demonstrailve missions over the praskfort-vieshbaden-
harmgtadé ared,

The rear echelon begen moving up to Ihwnberg -- the planes are dus to move
tomoryow, weather permitting.

The It £ steff had a tentative curriculun drawm up today @nd began clesning

their new building. That proved to be a man~-sized Jjob: Cpl. Foy's G-man detail
recruited from the squadrons had to clear out 15 doer (& long time dead), meny
balls of straw, quantities of chemicels (vhich had an even mors unplaasent affect on
the noge than the deer), many boxes of German ammmition, and ons wrecked Heinie
Tink freiner. The Lufiwnife had used the building to tradn pilots; and they were
succeeded by onr Gombat Engineers who camped there a fow nights, spreading their
cots on the straw apd gebtting in s litile deer hunting when Peinie-hunting became
tame sport. However, they either found the small desr tough eatinz or had to leave
in 2 hurry., ¥hen we got there the deer were of intevest only to maggots.

13 Zay 1945

The planss made the move from Y-73 to B-42 todsy, the first planes reaching
Hurnberg about €930 hours, Col.. Perego flew MThe Slick Chick? to the new base,
and Captaing! Ivey and Longbary were the last to -take off from Y-73, taking off
chout noon. Hone of the pilots had any difficulty in lending on the newly-laid
netbing. Yore of the rear echelon also moved today; & number of men malting the
Jump boday by C-47T. '

The I £ Section coambinued to clean out their building, haul swey, burn, or bury
the nauseous debris, and moved their library and equipment from their hcadguarters
room to the new “schoolr, which gtill looked pretty empty vhen they had finighed
moving, :

The school continues Yo bs the main center of abiraction from a standpoint of
work &nd intersst.

1L toy 1945

The “heels met today to debermine the fate of the projected unit school, and
Fdueation Officer Lt. John F. Regen vresented his plans. - He wag informed that
only a program of pilot training will have priority over the schoel. Fach pilet
is recuired to fly 30 hours a month, which will mean plenty of work still coming
up for plone crevs and other maintenance men. The plans for the new Porbrees
School c¢2ll for reglstration of all personnel on Wednesday iay 23, and for school
to begin two wecks from today, on May 28. . That will gt us off %o 2 start neavly
vuo weeks before the time seb by higher commend, which specified that 30 days
after V-F Day chould see the opening of the unit ashools. .

15 ay 1945

The point system continusg to ba the subject of practically o311 conversatiohs s
uhterever two or more persons sre gathered, the discussion is aimest swe to be

SECRET .
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15 Bay 1945 (conbsd)

on relative mepils, Peatures, and aspecis of the point system. Those that ngot
emt are sure fire for it. »Them that 2intdr, can't see it at all.

The rumor factories, the Snack Bar and Latrine, have been unusually busy of late;
energing forth are all sorbs of stories: we're amy of Qccupation, welre going
direct to the GBI, wetre go:mg to the States, losing all the 85 point men; geiting’
more 85 point men ete, So far nothing has happerad that wouid meke it apnear that
present or future operations are, or will ever bey arything but normal.,

16 pay 1945

g hear thati V/Sgt- stanley . Oliver, chief clerk in the S-3 section hes bsen

awarded bhe Rronze Star Medal. Sgt Oliver is the first and only enlisted man in
Hg to receive this award or sny obher of this nature. This also brings his total
nomts t0 136 = plenty to spare there (Supporting Document #6).

Tork continues to be plentifuld at R-42. The end of the wr has brought no slacke
ening in the amou nt of administrative duties to be performed; in fact, it secems
to have increased in many 3nsiances.

General Order #36.

Supporting Nocument #6,
17 Yoy 1945

The medics started a physical check-up of 21l enlisted men teoday to select those
fit to 2o back to the states and determine those io be Jettisoned here. It wes
more complete than the check—up we had before coming overseas. They must reason
- that onyone could live in the ETD but that it would take 2 healthy man to stand
up under a furlough in the Stetes. Of course, the medies would give a different
analysis of the situation. Results: 211 bub two are 'in excellient shape.

18 yay 1945

Rumerz received & new impetus whsn all pwsennel of this group and sttached unitse
attended a compulsory showxing of the movie "Two Dom:.and One Lo Go" or as soie of
the boys said later #Two Down & Here Fa Got. (omsents were numerous and varied k-
but they were all of a kind ~<0h, thebts out of date nowln ....rdid you see what g
happened to the giv Corps?r .,."Theytll change it a dozen times", ate. but few

said *How Y am sure that I will go homer. . - _ »

Everyene added un thsir pcints today ard hamiu’c 411 the resuits to S-1. Most of us
were gaught with owr points downy single men wished thoy were married and had &
child, married men wers sorcy they had not hag t*ﬁins, md the fcrtvunat.e few went
around boasting "etll be dischargad!ﬂ :

The first issue of our nexly formed Group neuapapar came out today. 1t hasnrt
been ramed veh, but we are glad o see it get vnder woy (Supboriing Decument #7).
A £25.00 war bond has eted to ﬁm pa-sen stﬂmii;ting the Best nage fox- the

paper.

The !!F‘hesls" ‘are

four Majors and or
for XIX TAC fo be
_Supportzng Dccua
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13 Yoy 1965

Infomation & Fducation hung cut their shingle today vhen they put up the FORTRESS
SCHOOL sisn. They also seb oub on another serounging trip resulting in a valuable
aogel in the form of a memo mechins.

Tork was started on a new and larpst theater building across from the school.
apseisl gService has been chowing movies in the Red (ross tuilding. As socon as
they move the theater to bhe new location the Ped (ross will expsnd --it is pi-
peobed that they will blogsom out with seme new furniture and rugs.

20 Yoy l%év

group started & new policy on days off todsy. K With the exception of one men in
each ssation, vho is to Sake the Lollowing day, all persomnsl wers given Sundey
off. Wven so, vith training prograus comlng in, some memberg of S-1, £-3, and
I & E sperd rart of the day at ths offiss drawing up schedules, ete.

Tive new pilots were assicned to Souadrons per Specisi Urder 950.

¥/agt iT13an 4 Tallace joined 3/ Sgb Stanely ¥ (liverst distinguished positio
of having been awirded a Bronze Star Kedal (Supporting NDocument 410%. -
supporting Nocument #9, Special Nrder #50 .
Supporting Nocument10, Aeneral Order £37.

21 Yay 195

Information & Fducation showed signs of 1ife today when they called a meeting of

Ha. and @1 Squadrons; Hq at 1000, 395th at 1100, 396th &t 1515, ard 397th ab

1615 hours — to distribute eatslopuds, schedules, and registration blanks outlining
the T & E progrem. The Principal (Lt Fegan) 2nd his right hard men (Sgt flasrud)
axplained the sctivities, studies, classes etc. of the Fortress School(Supporting
necument #10). #11 personnel interested in participation in the education program
were instructed to $i11 out the registration blank, ard secure the approvil of

their department heads. & grest desl of administrative work remsins %o be cerried
on and office work holds pracedence over the school. Hours and courses weore shifbed
s0 that offices would nsver ba unstitended, The same situation will prevall in the
Sgvadrons ones the training program gets under way —-plinss will need meintensnce
and many derartments will heve duties to parform. Pinsl vegistration is scheduled

for ¥odnesday. - .

At 1400 hours todsy Capt. Powall read the Ariicles of ¥ar to Hq Erlisted Men, and
iomediataly thereafter Capt. (lsary gave 2 lecture on Sex morality.

éuppbrting,!}oemmt #11, Class Schedule, Reg, Mank & List of Courses.

22 ¥ay 1945

1 & T borrovs some men and sre off on snother "Hunting® trip to the Town Major of
Rurnberg where the cooreration has so fsr bsen excellent. Kot resulis indluded
six deske, three drawing tahles,"rfoﬁr ohaies, snd many other supplies. The school

e coming along fine,

A11ied gooparstion baeé‘zﬁé on setusl veslity todsy. 48 Belgium Ay Alr Police
L irberatedt the 1293 17 Hetachment. isting of 1 officor, 47 enlisted men,
dnc)uding three corporals, They ore to assuge the dities of interior guard re-
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lieving the 1293 P Netachment. For them, conspicucus in tﬁeir aritish uniforms,
the Red Cross Glub geems to be £he main attraction.

To the enlisted men, todays amouncemsnt that censorship of their mail will no
longer be reauired is probably ths best liked directive (next to the declaration
.of T~ Nay) they have sean gince coming overseas. Immeidately following, Head~
quartsrs outgeing mail vas tripled. The Officers wera also overjoyed at being
relioved of the responsibiltity of seeing that eertain girls letters wsre placed
in the pight envelops. )

Radio repovts that the entire Fivst Amy is already on the move to the Pacific

via the good old USA. Tveryone in the Group, of course, is wondering if the winth
pa0 is dlsc ming along? Being fomer marbers of the Ninth TAC welre Jjusi von-
dering if wetye missing out om anything.

23 Way 1945

Changes in Hg personnel finds Lt. Col. Carbine moving from Group grerations Officer
to peputy Commender. Major arisp, former Commnding Officer of the 396th Smuadron,
to nroup Operations 0fficer, and Capt. nobert Killer from 395th, Capt. Walter lou-

ghary and Captain ¢liver Ryerson Prom the 396th to Assistart Croup Operations offim
cérs. (Supporting nocument #11). :

After sweabing out three days of bad weather 13 Officers and & v left in the =47
for 7 days furlopgh at the Riviera. g personnel consisted of Hajors, Hugh 7.
Rice, Teo M. Faat, Rusgell E. Marks, milliam ¥. Davig, and pfe Howard oweeb.

They all expressed the wish that the weather wouldntt interfere with the £-47
srriving on timé at the end of the leave. +ould be terrible to be weathered in
down thers for two or three exbra days.

Registrations blanks were finelly completed and delivered to the school. “Prof-
eszors® flasrud, Stowell, and the other membors of the faculty wers up late com-
bining, sorting, counting end arran ing the registrations inte proper clasges.

sugporting pocument &12, SP #51.

2k yay 1945

Headquarters loses three of i41s Pilots today. Capt Jsmes M. Ivey, and Capt.
wayne M. Driscoll, Asst Opsrations Officers, ard ¥t. gcl. Herold P. Sperks Do-
puty Commander of the group took off today 3n the 0-47 for the T70th reinforcement
Depot for the eventual return to the ZI —-a job wsll done. Lt. Col. Sperks has
besn our Depuly Commander since }:’agch 15 previcus to which he served as Group
Opor, &E@P&%ﬁ%‘é‘iﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁd fioer of ;the 205th Squadon- 1G2REREIBSSM
&ﬁ%f Yoy having come up from the 395th Squadren on April 3.

25 ¥ay 194

$t. John . Regan, or Education officer, is now DARTATH John P. Regan - — could be
that the principsl has been promoted to Supt. of Schools! The promotion was effect~

| SECRET
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PAGE ELEVEN
25 ¥ay 45 {contid)
ive the 16 of May.

Teachers, instructors, and professors gathered today for the final meeting before
the term begins on Monday.

Beginning a new series of leaves and passes ¢apt. King, 7/5gt. Mainenshein and -
H/Sgt. Hoore left on the C-47 for a 3 day stay in Brussells. The C=47 will make
regolar trips to Paris, Brussells and the Riviera, every three days io Paris &
Brussells, and evary seven days to the Riviera. The same schedule for leaves and
passes drawn up months ago end nearly completed 1s still in effect assuring within
the next few weeks that all personnel will have had at least a 3 day pass.

26 May L5

The formal opsning of the new Group Theatre last night saw capacity crowds atiend-
ing both performances, The theatrs, now a complete building, has been in the
process of construction and alteration for the past week. Sections were built and
slevated toward the rear affording a good view to all--First showing, "A Guest In
the Hougen,

" The Theatre, the Bed Oross, and the baseball diamonds comprise about 75% of the-
soclal activities at the base these nights, Ouite a change from the nights in
France and Belgium we used to know. The merits of nonfraternization are freguently
discussed. Some men deny that it has any merits, but most of ue will patiently
dwait the word from ffen. "Ike" Efsenhouer. ’

27 yay LS.

Todey gaw the first of a series of tours conducted by I& E to points of interest
in and eround Germany. They will continue for a period of seven wesks, and will
include mid-weekly seminars for discussion of the coming trips snd examinations
covering historieal and geographical data of previous trips. )

Todayt's trip saw 30 E¥ from Hq. leave abt 0800 on two trucks bound for Bumich and
points in between. Lt. Tchirkow in charge, the weather good, and hopes high they
got under way. Nurnberg stadium was the Pfirst stop, thence to the ruins of Munieh
with 2 stop at the famous beer hall. gixtesn miles south of Munich, at Starngberger,
they claimed they conld see the Alps in the distance. Aattention was guddenly
directed to some Qerman girls in bathing suits (its sll right to look? I guess).
Homeward bound, chow was had on the banks of the Damube. Only one flat tire mared
the trip. A larger attendance is definitely expected next wesk. Back at the baze
the usual skeleton force was in opération. Huff said for them — pretty dull day.

28 May L5

Fortress School started today. From éarly moi‘n:}.ng'to late afternoon students could
be seen windlng their way towstds the school building —- making our main street
look like & campus; The Red Cross club taking the place of the campus drug stors.,

_ SECRET
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28 ¥ay 45 (Contig)

Weeks of preparation and a great amount of work has gone into the schonl, Opening
day finds us with 41 courses ranging frem general agriculture to philosophy, plus
3 technical courses, (Qther figures show: Total enrollment 519, largest class -
thotography, largest department - business, muober instructors - £0.

Enrolled alsc ars 1 officer and 3 erilisted men from the Belgium Army Air pPolice,
each averaging 21 yrs. of schooling. Two were teachers in eivilizn life. One ie
taking an English course and instructing hther Belgium soldiers at night, commenc-
ing the first Sub-English Depariment. Pay off for the day -- Student who enrolled
for complete course of six subjects and then tore name off enrollment slip §

Worat feature of the school -- Manner in which tardiness or sbsence will be
avoided -~ Mo hookey (Supporting Document #13). & directive on "Absence and
Tardiness at clagses*® reminded us that however scholarly or colleglate we may
become under the I3 E program, this is still the army. We are reminded of the
days when the Professor bogan the semester with the snnouncement that more than
three "euts® would be serious, but 1t wes generally assumed that each student
was fully capable of gebting himself to class., However, we all realize that an
army school can*t be run on an rhonor® basis boeanze we have too many Sad Secks
who are locking for an eesy way out, Too bad they can't be eliminated in some
manner instead of putiing the bee on 81l of us.

Supporting Document # 13 - Direciive on attendenes,
29 ¥ay 1945

¥ord was received to submit the names of 10 men in the Group to higher headquarters
for deployment to the U.S. and possible discharge, 3 from each squadron with head-
quarters represented by ¥/sSgt. Stenley ¥W. Qliver high scoring man of headquarters
with 136 points. This news of the sudden turn of events was received with elatien
by a1l the 85%ers in headmarters. It locks like the beginning of things to come,

The officers! club is undergoing ftmther alterations, walls are being torn down and
the bar is te ba enlarged. .

Group S-2 adds another rember to iis sectlon In the person of Pfc Flmer inderson.
Pfe Anderson, a former member of S-2, returns after a brief stay of 2 ronths with
the 9th Tacticsl Recce Grioup (Prov).

Special grder #54 assigns 3 new pilots to squadrons, and sends ¥/Sgt. Xellam of an
attached unit to London on a furlough. For onee they can not say that sttached
units are unfortunate, : .

Supporting Document #14 - Special Order #54.

A0 May JOL5

© A most unusual thing; we flew four missions: 395th flying two and the 396th & 397th
flying one each on navigational pstrol. 12 plane missions, they proved uneventful,
to say the least. To Liezen fo Inabruck snd return. No bandits, no strafing, no

divs bombing, no sothinmg., - R )
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30 ¥ay 45 (contrd)

First issue of the de lux edition of the Portress Features is disbributed.
(Supporting Document £15). Everybody feels the whole staff should be commended
cn & fine bit of work. Especially liked by all was the cartoon on page 3 and
the brief running account of the Group's complete histery.

411 gas masks were supposed to be turned in today. Like the lifting of the
censorship regulations, another burden has bsen lifted from the back of the G.I1.
e hope things of a similar nature continue,

The (roup baseball team remains undefeated, walloping the XIX TAC boys today to
the score of 13-1. Hgs. is represented by Pfc "General® Ahonen, Cpl. Joe QtDowd
and 7/5gt John Mainenshain. ®"General” shonen pitching for the Group somehow
slipped up and allowed TAC 7 hits. Previous wins:

L48 sig. Bat, 9-1 Demcheck pi'tching-
3199 serviee Co. 9-C Check pitching
Supporting Document #15 - The Fortress Feature 30/5/L5.
1 Vay 1945

Only bright spot in this dreary, rainy day was that it was also payday. Gapt.
Reinthal gets his first assignment as paymaster(supporting Document #6). MHost
of the men ssem to be holding on to their money just a little bit more so than
wag the case a few months ago. The expected passes to Paris, Brussells, and the
Riviera is no doubt the reason. Some more officers and enlisted men were gent
to the Riviera by Special Order #55.

This brings us to the end of a full month -~ & month that has seen the capitula-
tlon of all German forees on land, in the sea, and in the zir, and in many ways

it has been one of our best months; today completes our second year of existance
.as & Group. On June 1, 1943, the 368th Fighter Group was organized a2t Pestaover

Fisld, Yass.; two years later we stand at the end of owr jounney. %¥e feel that

we can safely and Justifiably say miission Succegsfuln,

Supporting Document £16 - gpescial Order #53
Supporting Document f17 - Special Order #55
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SNACK. BAR
Left to right-folonel Perego, T.t. Colonel Sparks, It Sol. Carbine, Major Crisp, Majlor Yumaw

SHACK BAR INSINE
Left to right-Pvi. Yorelo, Pfc Ahonen, Pfe KeNew, Cpl. New, Cpl. Frank, S/Srt. Nazzaro,
Cpl. Raker, Tvi. Dubbin. =ackground, Fvt. Stark, and pouring the coffee is the owner
Sgt. Spahn *




s-1
Teft to right-Capt. Powell, S/Sgt. Trudel, ¥ajor Rice, Cpl. Reare, FFC Carski, Sgt.
Richards, ¥/Sgt. Thieme

S-2
left to right-rajor Fast, §/sgt. nlasrud, Capt. Clark, S/Sgt. Nazzaro, Ti. Plagen,
PFC Ahonen, PFC Anderson, Sgt. Ionien, Gapt. Reinthal, T/Sgt. Reese




Teft to right: 5/sgt. Stecklein, capt. Loughary, Major Crisp, Capt. Barker,
Cpl. Burns
¥embers of Nept. not shown: Capt. Doris, ¥/sgt. Oliver, 7/Sgt. Pratt

Ccommunications

Left to right {standing): Lt. Hibbets, gpl. Pederson, Sgt. Newsome, Cpl.Frank, s/sgt.
Oliver, ¢pl. Bryant, Cpl. Young, Cpl Baker, Sgt. Anger, Sgt. Best, Lt. Goldknoff,
(sitting): Pfc Hudson, Pvt. flichinski, Cpl. McCarter, Cpl. Curcio, Sgt. Kornatoski.

Members of Dept. not shown: ¥ajor Marks, ¥/sgt. Smith, S/Sgt. Pleiss, $/Sgt. Plante,
Cpl. Hicks. -




- Sy
left to right-s/ggt. ¥ichalak, Sgt. Tange, 5/Sgt. Sherman, Pvt. i'eill, PF7 Horning,
tapt. ward, v0 (jg) Blivers, Major Sparks, T/Sgt. Mainenshein.

. , : Inspections
Standing left to right-i/Sgt. Shea, T/sSgt. McConnell, ¢pl. Vince, (hidden frcm camera),
T/sgt. Fox, ¥/sgt. Klosowski, T/Sgb. Mance, (sitting left to right), M/.Sgt. Yoore,
5/sgt. Gadomski, It. Conder, ¥/sgt. vallacs. =




GROUR SURGECN
MAJCR DGNALD A DAVIS

" DISFENSERY
Pvb. Isaac S. Hutehins




Front Row: Pfc Hutchens, Capt. Haag

Rear Row: (Cpl. Kreuger, Sgt. Cramer, Pfc Cardman,
Sgt. ventzel, T/Sgt. Mullens

Kembers of Nept. not shown: (pl. Cowie, Cpl. Ciadella,
sgt. Raposzza, Pvt. Castle, Pfc Hosteller




BRIEFTHG ROGY FROM THE ROOM
Left to right-Major East, Major ¥rause

MATN BRIEFING MAP
Left to right-Major rast, Lt. Col. Carbine, }ajor ¥rause, Col. Perego
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ETH TLAHTIR GRCUP

AP0 141, U, S, Army
1 May 1945

§PECIAL ORIERS )
HUMBER 45)

1, Under the provisions cf A2 6:5 % 30 Jun 43 and upon the recormendation
of thelr Oren Comdr, fol named I, 395%h I%r §3. are promoted to Zr as indicated:
.. 203 ga@mi (Tep) )
Opl (405) ®.caard J, Kosser 1535476
Cpl { 747) Sitas Thompson 34444788

0 33 _CORAQRIL {TEMR)
Pfe { 05) Zdwar® G Fountain 12190244
Pfe (275 Charles G. Newbsr 13080881
Pfc (060) Jose G, Do Los Reyes 38353646
Pfe (903) Wilism G. Baker 33554923
Pfe (405) Haroid 323l 16081288

I0 3% PR VATE FIRST CLAS3 (TEMR)

Bvt (060) Sobert 3., dood 38274683
2vt ( B0} Pellerino J, Liberatore 33804946
vt (74%) Frencis Geading 026375

2, Under the provisjons of 4R 615.5. 30 Jun 43 and upon- the recommendation
of their Orgn Comdr, fol named 2Y. 7263 Fiw 8q. are promoted to zr as indleateds

. - d

— 50 BF MASTER SBREBNT (mmyp)
1403281

T g9gb (747 Jim Todhctfor

s PR
“ZG 38 20RO (T,

Ffe (911) Hovaid D Oatier ., BA4054
Pfc \911; Firpr Evans - -, 1316723,

3E PUVATE FLRST 01,485 (TRE)
Pvt-(911) John D Coxcgiboies Du3596 -
Pvt (70) Trhest B, Gibsen dz 18016947,
2v% (890) Aaron Jaffec " 33187283
Brt (901) Frank § Xoblinewi . 15376023 .
vt (E90) Bthridgo B, liaszidum 34733858
Pyt (90I) Robert T. Head 18213986
Pvt (901) Geurgs R Lichaleon 3756672

uL,
8, Unddr the provisions of iR 615 5 20 Jun 3 and upon thé recommendation

2,
of his Orgn’Cemdr, Pfc (555) Even 7. famnlgen. 3561927, B7th Fir Sq, is promted
to the grnds of Corporal (temp). . -

.
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80 45, Hq 368th Ftr Op, 1 May 45, Cont'd.

4 The VOCO 368th Fir Gp of 29 dpr 45, under exigencies which prevented
the issusnce of* advance orders are hereby confimmed and made of redord: .
- - " mich of par 1, S0 41, Hq 368th Ftr Gp, cs, &3 reads,®lst Lt DALLAS D,
ALSUR, OLS7AED, @C, 2499th QM Trke Co Avn Dot 4,7 48 amended to read, "ist Lt
MILFORD BLONSKY, 01801699, QMC, 2499th QY Trk Co 4vn Dot 4. (Portains fo ‘sptmt
of Class "3 lgent Fin Officers.)

B, The VOCO 368th Fitr Gp, & Apr 45, under exigoncies which prevented the
issuancs of advance orders, are hereby confirmed and made of record:
"Having been asgd this orgn per par 1, SO 116, Hq 134th Binforcement Bn
(43F), 26 spr 45, the following named officers are further asgd to Sq as indicated,
EICMR 2 Jpr 45, .

24 Lt (1055) JAMES A, BRYANT 0834115 40 - 395th Fir 9
34 L4 (1055) RANDOLFH GOULIING 0834165 4AC 3D6th Fer §q
24 Lt (1055) CURPIS B, IRYDEN 0821421 40 296th Fir Sq
21 Lt (1055) MAHION A, FETTISONE 02063873 AC 6th Ftr Sqf

(Travel dir is pursuant to mth contained in Ltr, Hg Buropean TO, US4, file 300,4
¥PM, 22 Nov 44) .

AP ' ‘BY ORDER CF COLONEL PEAEGO:
HUGH I, BICE,
» ¥ajor, Air Corps,
OFFICI 4L: ) s 4 jutant,

a4 -,
Pk 7 .
HUGH L. RICE,
Hajor, Air Corps,
djtant,

DISTRIBUTION:

L) 4"




e BRESTEKISIED
HEADFIARPERS
358TH FLETIR GROUP

SPECIAT OFDIES )

NUMBER Pr

Having been ssgd whis orgn per par 4 §0 111. Hq XIX Tactical Mr Comd,
the following ramsd officers are further asal to Sq as indicated, EDCMR

1,
3 May 45,
6 May 45,
{1068} _BARLT 8, TENOLIS 056420 AC MG :
(2055) IQULS STATANG 063610 40 DL T Oy
(1055) ESDMAT O, BALIWIN 0206354 40 F5th 1
(1.055) WaLTZR T, COFPINGER 32062993 47 . Z95th
(1058) JOHN H, BaCLESICN 072025 46 B 5th :
(1055) IDNALD O, CAFLSON 075781 AC B84
(1055 HARVEY L. 00K 02057555 AL 296th
(1055) VAUN I, JOHANSER 02062820 AC 6th
(1.055) CLIVE 2. MALGSE 02064086 40 296th
(1058 JAMES B, COQMS 02053985 L 27th
(1055) RALFE N, COSTIIOW 020333 AL 397th Ftr Sq
(7055) JOHW D, GATTHER III 0206288 AC F7th Ftr Sg
(1055) WILTA® I, ELODY  (78S324 40 39%h Ftr Sq

(T

s%-Lb
st Lt
24 It
24 Ly
24 Lt
24 Lt
24 Lt
24 It
24 Lt
24 Lt
24 Lt
24 Lt
24 Lt

2, The VOOD BE¥ iR i3 o 4% wador sidgencies which prevented the
issvance of advance oraers, abd Liook contizmed and made of record:
fHaving been zegd this orgn per par L, SO 118; Hq 134th 2sinforcement Ba
(4a7), 28 &or 45, the following named ofiicers ave further asgd to Sq as indicated,

EDCUR 1 May 45,

24 1t [3085) DIGHE G, SIUON 0834220 AC Z6th Fir Sq
Fit 0 (1055 ROBZET M, NARNIN 753248 40 37a Ftr S

3, Pfc (2837 LaMont 3. 33080172, Hq 768th For Op. is placed on TDY.
WP Hq Ninth aiw Force: ofa 5 Mar 45 for s perioed of sppmoximately two (2) daye,
for the parpose of phcking vp Officern Upon compl of this TDY B will rat to proper
orm, TIN by MT, mil acft or raii, 6O 1L3P 433024 Zmaimass

4, Sgbt Pamt W, Zueckholiz: 25759164, 129370 K F Co (4vn), i3 placed on TDY;
WP Pan.s, Fr, for a perist ol five - & Gawe. reporting to Hg Commandant, JAGD, |
26 Avonue Xiebsr; Room 408, cu € by 45. fgr the parpose of being intexviewed,
Upon compl of this TDY 3« ii rct %o pruder orgn, TOF by EP, mil acft or rall,
60 115 P 4%3.02 & 232/50425

§ Pfo {677, Chaxles D, fonaway. ZTBJLRY. 1REX MNP lo {4vn), i3 placed on
TDY. WP Famis, Fr, o 2w 65, fo 2ot :pprosimaioly five 35) days, for
the purpesa of acting ; : % Br 5, Upon compl of this TDY EM will
ret to proper orgn, Tl by M 115 P 432 02 4 212;50425,




T oo
FE A

3 had g
ik g

' S0 46, Hq 368th Fir Gp, 3 May 45. Contid

6. Fol named officers are granted soven (7} days ieavs. WP Nice, Fr, ofa
6 May 45, Upon arriving ab Nice Strp; officers will report to USERA Operatlons
Tent for transportation to Cjnnes, Fr, whereat they will report to CO: USHRA,
Martinez Hotel, Upen compl of this laave. they w1l ret to proper orgn, TIN by
UT, mil acft or rail. 60,2115 P 432 02 A 212_/’50425‘, WTHs Tay., Jq ETOUSA. file
AG 354,1, subjs FUnited States wviera Rocreational Areag 78 Jan 45:

Copt BDFARD 7, DAMB omwas3i2 AC {In chares)
Capt IZTLEG OSTUW 0680065 AC

1st Lt JOSEFH D, CIAYETTI 0818367 AC

23 Lt ROBERT D, AMNDRUS 02063773 AC

24 I FRANK #, OITRO, JR 0832575 AL

24 Lt JOSEPH A, K¥ELL, JR 02064073 AC

24 It CLIFFORD J, FRICE 0830070 AC

24 Lt WILLIAM 4, SHEPARD 0830342 AC

7, Fol named officors and EM arc granted seven {7} days leave, and furlousgh,
WP Njce, Fr, o/a 13 May 45, Uron arriving at Fice Strip, officers & B will re-
port to USHRA Operations Tent far transportation %o Cannes. Fr, whercal they will
report to (0, USRRA, Martinez Bokel, Upon compl of this leave and furlough, they
will ret to proper orgn, TIN by WP, mil acfi or meil, 60115 P 432-02 4 212/
50425 AUTH: VOCG, XIX Tactical Alr Somd,

1s% Lt ATBERD F, BRIZIIIINE 052045 4AC (In charge)
ist Lt ROBSHT R, WaGGWIR 072869 AC
ist Lt ARTHUR B. BOLIMAW J3 0770283 4C

26 Lt WILLIS H. DIFF 08Z.B1L  AC

2d Lt DONALD ¥, KIUHER 0830480 AC

M Sgk Charles V. Hicks 18065144 P 5th Fir Sq
M Sgt Fim Ledbobter 14037181 H6th Fir Sq

8, Having heen asgd this orgn per par 24. 50 116, Hg Winth 4ir Force, 26 Apr
&5, Pvh (953} fbrgham Carsteln. 3R2M443). is furither asgd 396th Fir Sq, EICHMR
4 May 4%

9, Haring been asgd this orgn Per par 9. S0 3il, Hg XIX Tgctical &r Comd,
3 May 45 (ol . 747 Samwol Stsizon. 12021093. is further asgd 335th Fir Sqo EDOMR
6 May 45

(Pravol dir is pursuant ko zifh confaired in Iir, Hg. Zuropean TO; US4, file 300, 4
WK, 22 Nov 44

MAURICE D POWELL,,
Capt. . Air Corps,
Leiokad AL Pants

v,
OFFICLALY / A,u/) e ﬁ%fé[

MART OB Iy FUTEWD |
Cans, - &r Gorps,
Assiatant Adjuianig

DISTRIBUTION:
i All t
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(1) Telebyps, ¥aj.Gen.Guesada ~ 8 June 1944

{2) Teletype, Waj.Cen.Quessda ~12 Aug. 19L4

(3) Lethc‘r,D( Inf.Div.,R-!é.Homll,Bﬁ.g'Gcn. - 1} Qet. 1944,
4 accoapanying indorsemsnts

{4) Bq.Einth Alr Foree,Cen.Order No.lh - 22 Jan. 1945

{5) Lettor, Hq.XIX TAC,Brig.Cen.0.P.Feylend — 2/ Jan.1945

(6) Extrast, XIX TAC Daily Int. Summ. - 15 Fsb. 1945

(7) Letter, Hq.XIX TAC,HaJ.Gen. Veyland - 27 Feb. 1945

(8) ¥emo. XIT U.S. Corps, 5th Div. - 3 Mapch 1945

(9} Telstype, XIX TAC, Maj.cen. veylani, - 18 Har. 1945

{10) Letter, Hq.12th Army Group,Lt.Gen.mradley - 27 Mar.1945

(11) Letter, Yq. 9th Alr Force,Maj.Cen.Vardenberg-30 ier.1945
1st Ind. XIX TAC,¥s].Gen.Yeyland - 1% Apr. 1945

(12) gen.Order No. 3i4,Hq. XIX TAC - 9 May 1945
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¥ UGO KR UGG OPS 33
¥OP T 71ST FTR WING

FRO¥ : O IX FIGHTER COMMARD

G, LX TACTICAL AIR COMMAMD

€G, 715T FIR VING

G0, B4TH FIR WING

G, 100TH FIR VING

G, 3038D FIP TIRG

Co's’ 371, &B: 366, 368: 365) 36?: 3703 3633 351&,
3;3{}?358, 36, 373, k06, 50, 484, KT4 AND 405 ftr/B
3 S .

ROUTINE

CONFIDENTIAL - SEND IN CLEAR ¥ AUTHORITY MAJ.GEN. "UESADa.

ADV B~ IX FICHIER COMMAND
APC 638, 1.8, ARMY
g JUNE 1944

THE FOLLOYING MESSAGE HAS EEEN RECEIVED FROM THE COMMARDING
GENFRAT, NINTH AIR FORCE AMD APPLIES TC THE 365TH, 366TH AND
368TH FIR/B GPS, THE SPIRIT V'ITH VHICH THESE GROUPS ACCEPTED
AND FERFCRMED THEIR MISSION REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT ON THEM AND
I A¥ MOST ORATEFUL FOR THEIR EFFORTS. IT IS POSSIBLE IF
MOT PROBABLE THAT THEIR-EFFORTS YERE IN 4 LARCE PART RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE ATTACK ON BEACH OMAHA CONTINUING. HISTCRY BAY SHOW
THAT THEY SAVED THE DAY. ~UQIE '*ON SEVENTH JUNE GROUPS CF
YOUR CCMMAND FURNISHED CLOSE CONTINUOUS SUPPORT TQ THE CMAHA
DEACHEAD AREA FERIOD THE SITUATION THERE V'AS CRITICAL AND THE
EXCELLENT ATTACKS AND CONTINUOUS SUPPORT REWDERED EY YOU
RESTORED A DELICATE SITUATION FERICD PLEASE PASS MY :
PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GROUP COMMANDERS CONCERNED
FCOR THEIR FINE WORK BRERETON?®' UNCUOTE.

QUESADﬁ B - -
BT .
AUTO/BURGESS.
TODuueennansesss 2237/8
AS FOR K VITH R .

m .
1/3 4 194 90 33eececcccns
CXE R FOR OPS 33......... 08/23458 JLB THANK 8 AR
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TR WEANTTIARTEFS, £ ZT% TACTICAL GUALND 12 :‘«_‘}f‘J?ST 1944

may  GEETENTING OFFICER 366TH PIIMTIR CROVE

CONGRATIT ATICNS OR 4 GCGD D18 LGRTY ¥OU LD YAUP POVS JBF GONTRINTING
o T VAV RE TV RIGINGIRG OF THE B T ANTULIY G JOEECTANS OF TINT
v pem verm pove EAVE TURNER L TGOKY 20 T AY R CRETIEU o TrReR

pop wrERISe, T Y LESS MY AP 10N T2 VOUR STEFT

T orv merv peNSRICUS OF THAT YOUR SERVIGL TRIY, SOTTE, ERFITYRE,
TRTEFS, >

SIETEFRS G i L mL ooF YOUR ITH ATL XTNG. THYY TAE £ TRENTHDONS

CoTRTRrTION




HEADJUARTERS MINTH INFANTRY DIVIBICN ARTILLERY
APO #9 , U.5. Army

11 October 1944
SUBJECT: Performance of 368th froup

TG :  Adr support Officer, 9th Tnfantry Division, AP £9.

Tt is my desire to call to your attention the splendid cooperation
on the part of those pilots who narticivated in the dive-hombing of targets
for the 9th Mivesion on October 7, 1944,

- In spite of diffiecult flying conditions, the 368th Group a2rrived on
schedule, identified the artillery red smoke placed on the targets after the
first rounds, and dropped their bombs squarely on the smoke markings.

Dur vcub" observer reports that all seven of the targets were
precigely hit and the effect was excellent on each.

It is believed that the exceptionsl sucess of this operation could
only be the result of a most thorough briefing and careful planning on the
part of the. entire organization. That this enabled us to conserve precious
artillery marking smmunition, of which there is an extreme scarcity &t this
time, is only one of the benefits derived from the efficiency exhibited by
the 36%th nroup.

It is sugmested that the contents of this letter be brought to the
attention of the commanding officer of the 368th froup,

/8/ B, Howell

P.X. HOVELL
Brigedier General, U.§.Army,

Commanding

’ lat Ind.
Al SUFFORT OFFICER, 9th INF DIV APC # 9, US Army, 11 October 194k

T0: Commanding 0fficer, 368th Fighter Bomber nroup, AFO £ 595 » US Army

THRU: Commanding General, 9th Infantry Division
Forwarded.

/8/ John %, Vatson
JOHN ¥, WATSON

capt., Air Corps,
A.8,P.0., 9th Inf piv
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2nd Ind.
HQS 9TH INF DIV APQ £ 9 US Army, 11 October 1944

TO: Commanding Officer, 368th Fighter Bomber Group, APO #595, US Army
THRU: Commending genersl, YII Corps, APO # 307

Tt is with pleasure that T indorse this commendation for the pilots .
and others of the 368th Pighter Somber froup who participated in the dive-
bombing of targets for this division on 7 Cctober 1944. Such fine cooperation

and splendid performance are worthy of the highest praise and are a great
contribution to successiul ground operations.

/s/ Louis 4. Oraig
LOUIS A. CRAIG

¥ajor General, 11.5.4.
Commending

3rd Ind.
201.22

HEAD"UARTERS VII CORPS, APC 307, U.S. Army, 20 Oct 1944

TO: Commanding Officer, 368th Fighter Bomber Group, AFC 595, U.S. Army

THRU: Commending fieneral, IX Air Tectical Gommand, AFO 595, U.5. Army.

I take pleasure in transmitting this tribute fo the fine per-
formance of duty by members of the 368th Fighter Bomber firoup. Such
splendid eooperation adds materially to successful air-ground activities.

/e/ 3. Lawton Collins
Je. LAWTON COLLINS

};Kajor, General, U.S. Aroy
Commanding
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COoOPY

201.22 4th Ind. CaK~2

HEAD"UARTERS, IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND, APO 595, U.S. Army, 23 October 1944,

TO: Commanding (fficer, 368th Fighter Group, APO 595, U § Army.

The Commsnding General notes with pride the splendid tribute paid
to you and your Group. It is very gratifying to him to leern that the
Commanding Generals of the Ground Forces are so apprsciative of the fine
results you are obtaining., and it is indeed a pleasure to pass on to you
this well deserved commendation.

By Command of Major General {UESADA:

/s/ A. G. Kincaid
4. €. KINCAID

Brig flen. US4
Chief of gtaff

A TRUE COPY:
HUGH L. RICE

Kajor, rir Corps,
Adjutant
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Bad DV UVARTERS

RINTH AIR YORCE
ARG 6536, T 3 Arny
22 January 1745
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WDER 14
BATTLE HOHCRS

1. Under the provisions of Section IV, nipcular Number 333, "D, 1%4i3s the
folloving nemed units of the Ninth Alr Force are cited for outstanding per—
sprmance »f duty in achion apainst the enemy. The cibation reads as follows:

wrThe 368%th Fighter Oroup. For outstanding performance of duly ir
action ageinst the enemy on 3 September 194k in the executiocn of ar afr-
ground effort in conjunction with units of the ground forces in the viclnity
a® Yons. Tn the face of a withering barrape of antiaircraflt end small ams
fire, "lights of the 368th Fighter (roup bombed and strafed enemy tarpets.
The eroup destrnyed 262 motor transport and damaged 3C more, Tn addition,
270 horse-drawn vehiclés were destroyed as well as an undetermined nusmber
of encny personnel in the target areas. The group was farther successful
in seeking out, strafing and bombing targets of opportunity that impeded
the advance of the ground forces. 7o accorplish their nssigned tagk, eighty-
three P-L7 aireraft were dispatched on seven missions to strike a devastating
hlow in disrupting and battering the ferman defensec. The victorious expdloits
of the pilobs of the 368th Fighter Aroup whe struck -a steggering blow to the
eremy's supply of armored vehicles and motor transport, exemplify that leader-
ship, teamvork ard flying skill which is in keeping wth the highest traditions
of the Serviced.v

ry command of ¥ajor neneral VANDENBERG:

%. V. ¥IILARD
(olonel, GSC,
GCofa
OFFICIAL:

6. Y. &eebach

¢ M SEEBACH

Ccclonel ; AGD

Adjutant General A TRUE EXTRACT GOPY:

Hugh L, Rice /Ju/

HUGH L., RICE
Hajor, Al Corps.

RESTRICTED
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HEARCUARTERS (ADVAKCED)
XIX TACTICAL AIR COMEAND
Office of the Commanding General

APO 141, U.8.Army
24 Jenvary 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation.

TC : Commanding Cfficer, 368th Fighter Group, APC 141, U.S. Army.

1. On 22 January 1945 the operational units of this Command achieved
the greatest wholesale destruction of enemy transport since the -beginning of
our operztions. On that day owr fighter-bomber formations, attacking viciously
despite heavy concentrations of enemy flak, destroyed or damaged 1749 motor
transport, tanks and armored vehicles, doubling our previcus beat day's record
of destruction. These tremendous losses by an enemy already pitifully lecking
in trengpori, cannot but materially effect his ability further to resist.

2. The operations of youwr froup on that day wers outstandingly effective.
By accomplishing the destruction or damage of 589 motor vehicles, L armored
vehlcles and by killing of 150 enemy troops your units made a major contribution
to the successes of the day, I feel sure that, as reported by your pilets, your
claims of destruction and demage were wvery conservative and that undoubtedly
many more losses were inflicted on the enemy than the official figures portray.

3. I am very pleased to commend the personnel of your Group highly for
their outstanding part in this vecord day and to express my full confidence
that their high devotion to duty, great courage and ability will continue to
provide exceptional contributions te our ultimate victory.

0. F. Weyland /a/
0. P. VEYLAND

Brig. Qen., UBA
Commanding.

1st Tnd. A-pP~L
HEAD UARTERS 36RTH FIGHTER GROUP, AFO 141, U S ARMY, 31 Jan 1945

TO: CO'S, 395th Fir Sn. 396th Ptr Sq. 397th Pbr Sq. APO 141, U § Army

It is with a great deal of pride that I forward these commendations
from General Armold to you boys. T hope that all of you are as proud of the
Job you have accomplished, as I am of you as individuais. You fellows Jed
the way in the mass destruction of the retresting germens. You are all
fighting "one hell of a war.v Many Thanks. ’

- /s/ Prank 5. Perego
. FRAMY 5., FEHEGO
Lt golonel, Air gorps
Cemmanding




10 pebruary 1945

XIX TAC DATLY INTELLIGENCE SWEARY  (Condta)

s T T S

6. General Information

Orchide to the 368th Group's 395th Sguadron., Photographic
interpretation reveals that iits attack of 10 Feb on the BULLAY
Bridgs over the YOSELIE has knocked down one span and left another
henging. This bears oubt the pilotst claimsg that their 500-1b bombs
hit the bridge, "knocking 4t into the water." Much bombed by
mediuwms and also by fighter-borbers, this bridge had borne a
charmed 1ife until the 395th Squedron's highly successful attack.

CHARLES H. HALIETT,
Lt. ¢ol., Alr Corps
AC Of S, ['L°2
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ITY TACTICAL AIP COMYARD

APC 141,05 Army
27 Pebruary 1945

SUBJECT: (ommendation,

¢ : Commending Officer, 368th Fighter firoup, AP0 141, 11 § Army

1. 1In operations ranging from the immediate front of the Third US Army
to beyond the RHINE, fighter-bombers of this Command on 23 February dealt the
most destructive blows they have yet inflicted upon the enemy's armor and
rail transport, thus directly affecting his ability to resist the allied of-
fensive toward the Phineland. .

2. Your froup played an outstanding and brillient part in the achieve~
ments of that decisive day, destroying or damaging 210 tanks or other armored
- vehicles, 331 motor transport, 70 PR cars, 12 field guns and many other
installations or items of heavy ervipment. An atiack on an enemy fuel dump
caused numerous explosions and fires, and in zerial combat your prilots shot
down three ferman fighters, also probably destroying one and damaping another.

3. For these achievements I take pleasure in commending highly ths
entire personnel of your firoup, and I do so with full confidence that the
368th Pighter froup will continue to earry the batfle to the enemy with every
regource at its commend until the final victory is won. ’

0. P. Peyland /s/
0. P. VEYLAND,

Haj. Gen., Air Corps,
Commanding.

A TRUE COFY:

Maurice M. Powell  /s/
FAURICE D. POUEIL,
Captain, Air Corps

Ist Ind.
HEAD' TARTERS 3681 FIMITER (ROUT, APC 141, U § pwmy, 5 Mar 1945

To: Commanding Officers, all Squadrons 368th Fighter Group.

~¢ll, fellows, you have dons it again//. T eenit begin to tell you how
much pride it gives me to receive letters like this from the Commanding General
in recornition of your abilities, However, I reslize I'm prejudiced, because
T already know that youtre the best damn firoup in the whole Army Air Forces.

Frank S. Perego, /s/
FRANK S. PEREGO,

Lt Colonel, 2ir norps,
Commanding/




COPY

Through the g-3 Air, XII US Corps, the 5th Division sends the
following report to the 368th Fighter Group: The last three flighta
assigned for the day (3rd March) consisting of 397 Blue, 396 fireen,
and 396 Yellow, did an outstanding job of ccoperating with the
Divisiontroops. The flights attacked a woods at 1-2057 today vhen
our troops were but 200 yards away. Befors the attack the division
(10th Infantry) had received three artillery concentrations of 100
rounds, 40 rounds, and 30 rounds., After the aircraft attacked the
woods no more fire was received, The weather was 7/10 cover with
1500 feet ceiling at the time. Two tanks were obsgerved burning after
the attack. BADEM 1-1956 was strafed by the aircraft at the request
of the Division whereby three AX positions were silenced. Our troops
were. 150 yards away from the target disposed In a horsebhoe pattern,
complicating the safty factor for the fighter-~bombers. As a result
of the assistence of the bombing and strafing the troops moved inte
the town with very little resistance after the attack. A Division
artillery observer in a2 cub plane statsd that the work of the aircraft
was magnificent. Some nebelwerfer installations were knocked out in
the attack.
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18 warch 191;45

FROM G XIZ TAC {ADV) RLB2250

T0 G0 363TH FIGHTER GROUP

¥Y HEARTIPST ACHGRATULATIONS TC THE A ARD GROUEN PERSONNFL. CF
TAR CORANIZTICH WHOSE TEAMTORK, GOURAGE AND DEVOTION T4 T™TY HAVE
MADT PGSSTRIF THE DEVASTATING BLOW TODAY STRUCK BY TIX TaC WWITS
AAINST & NONFUSED AND DEATEN ENRGY. I A¥ CONFIDERT THAT YOUR
SFLENDID AGCOMPLISHVENTS HAVE DECISIVELY AFFECTED THE ABILITY OF THE
ENEMY TO FROLONG A USELESS STRUGOLE AND TERT THE U TIVATE VIOTORY

I8 WRARTR PECAUSE CF YOUR EFFCRIS.

s M e ST X T i D S ey e
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HEADQUARTERS TWELFIH ARMY GROUP
APO 655, U.8. Army
0ffice of the Commending General

27 March 1945
373.11 (6G)

SUBJECT: Recent Records Established by Units of Ninth Air Force.

70 : Commanding Qeneral, Headquarters Ninth Adr Force, APO 696.

1., I have noted the recent reports of the record number of sorties
by both IX Bombardment Division and the Tactical Alr Commends of the
Ninth Air Forgces and tske this opportunity to forward my heartiest congratu-
lations to you, your unit commanders, and most particularly to your combat
crews, On behalf of the fighting men on the ground I would 1ike to convey -
to a1l your men fighting in the aly owr personal admiration for their large
part in our jJointly sustained attack zagainsgt the enenmy. .

2, I feel that the bombardmsnt of bridges, marshalling yards, commni-
cations eenters, and supply installstions by the IX Bombardment Divielon
has had and will continue to have an inestimable effect on the enemy's
ability to continue the fight. I also fsel that the close cooperation
existing betwsen your Taciical Air Commands and my Armies hag bsen a prin-
eipal feature in driving the foreces of our foe back and acrose the Rhine,

3. Too much credit cannot bs given to these men of the 12th Army
Group~Ninth Air Force tactical team who are relentlessly battering cur foe
on the ground and from the air., They beat him on the beachhead, drove him
from the occupied nations, crushed him in his own Rhineland, and next will
destroy him in the heart of his Fatherland, It is these fighting men vho
are respousible for our past successes, and it is their indomitable spirit
which assures a speedy and crushing victory for our cooperating arms.

/s/ 0.§. Pradley
/t/ o.N. BRADIEY
Lieutenant general, U.S.A.
Commanding
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COPY

HEADQUARTERS
NINTH AIR FORCE, ADVAKCED

APO 494, U.5. ARMY
30 March 1945

SUBJEGT: Letter of Commendation from Lt. Qeneral Bradley.

T0 : Commanding General, IX Tactical Alr Command, APO 595
Commending Gensral, XIX Tactleal Alr Command, APO 141
Commanding General, XXIX Tactical Air Command, APO 151
Commanding Gensral, Sth Bombardment Division, APO 140

It affords me extreme pleasure to forward a copy of the inclosed letier
from Lt. Gsneral Bradley in vhich he so enthusiastically endorses the close
cooperation and all out efforts of your command in hastening the conclusion
of this war. To this, I add my own appresciation for your splendid operations.
It is my desire that the contents of General Rradley's letiter be brought to
the attent%on of all pereonnel of your cammand.

/s/ Hoyt 5. Vandenberg
/t/ HOYT S, VANDENBERG -
Major General, USA
Commanding
1 Inel: Ltr Hg 12 Army Gp
dtd 27 Mar 45
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HEADNUARTERS, XXX TACTICAL ATR COMAND (ADV), 4PO 141, U S ARMY, 16 April 1945.

70: Commanding Officer, 368th Fighter Qroup, AP0 141, U 5 Ammy.

1. Tt is a pleasure to forward this communication. I sdd my commendation
$o those of Generals Bradley and fandenberg for your outstanding accomplishments
in recent operations.

2. The hard work, courage, loyalty and aself-sacrifices displayed by all
personneél of your organigation have played a lavge part in the destructlon of
the enemy's means fto fight., The Third Army%XIX TAC tesm continues on the vie-
tory march as the best combination in a larger team.

3. Please bring the contente of this commumicatlon the attention of a1l
personngl of your organlzation. . i

/e/ B, P. ~eyland
o, P, VEYLAND,

*aJor Aenersl, 794,
Sommanding.,

1 Tnel: nfe
A TREL COPY:

vush 7, Rice [s/
mnH 1. RICE
Yajor, ilr forps,
Adjutant,




TrNUAL URTIERS)

IABEER seese3h)

TH SQODAND

At one minute past midnight this marning the Serman enemy®sz m"ﬁe*
arime ended in unconditiomal surrender to Allied amms, the mighties
~entration »f air, land an? s2a trwer ever assembled to cwrb and
?.T»':Sh an aggregsor nation,

To each of you, this is a parsomal vietary, for the efforis of
swery officer and man rave contribuksl o the effectiversss of the XIX
ia ,‘bzcal Alr Comand ~ Third US Aruy team, which hes carrisi air-
ground cooperation 1o new helghts of cambat efficiency and vsaten the
sy af every baro-

frouzh the Mociunes oF wr o the ammressiveness of our reat
conradeente-arme, the [nird Avyr, 3 Joummrd as been o »qtlrwll, in
Corefront of the battle, 1*4. ormendy to the neart 50 the enemy's
land and on acrigs the berisrs «f Austria and Jzechozlovakia. Por
vo than nine months we hmve had the Pun sSo the run, umtil at Just he
~1il3 run 1o farthers fhe day i vietory finds us roundin- up the last
remnints ©F che cecben Poe anl =sgorting hls ouce-Wiriise
our bages 1o ablect surrender.
N

Upsn the sucee:-ful sorclaion of our aiszsisn, I wand Lo eupress

S nsartPelt admiration and arrresiation for ell that each ol yuu hus

: 42 male oz3ibls tni vict £y T prowess and devoilion are &
it go our sountry -- and tiers .s no hicher praise. ) /

6“ W ,véU /ﬁaz/;y/

u. P v‘fﬁ.ﬂz&m,
¥ajor General, T34,
Camandinge.

TalnIBron Re®




RESITRIEGIED

ADGIARTB2S
358TH FIGITR GROUP

AP0 141, U, S, Army
11 May 1945

SPECIAL ORIERS )
FUMBER 47 )

1. lst Lt PAUL ¥, BORGES, 01561033, QNC, is aptd Group Posl Exchange Offieer,
for units assignod and attached to 368th Fizhter Group, vico 24 Lt RALFH C, ERALL,
0591971, AC, rald,

2, Having been asgd this orgn per par 10, 50 129, Hq First United States Army,
11 May 1945, zvi {405) Gsorge i, Uaplelo, 32989663, is further asgd Hq 368th Ftr Gp,
EDCMR 13 May 45,

Having been_asgd this orgn per par 4, S0 131, Hq 134th Reinforcement Bn

Y
(44F), 11 May 45, Pvt (256) Donald C, Ferrell, 15117285, is furthor asgd 397th Ftr
Sq, EDCMR 14 May 45 .

(Trevel dir is pursuant to auth containod in Ltr, HEq Bumpean T0, US4, file 300.4
amaM, 22 Yor 44)

BY ORDER OF COLOWEL FEREGO:

HUGH L, RICE,
Major, Air Corps,
) ad jutant,
o7 7 '
}é g
FUGH L. RICE,
Major, Air Corps,
Ad jutant,

DI STRIBUTION:
ugn




HRADCUARTERS
XIX TAQTICAT ATE COMMAMD
’ APO 141, ¥ o Aroy
11 Yay 191;5.

CENFRAL ORDERS)

NIRTR......36)
ATARDS OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL

By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Pxecutive Ordsr No. 9419, I February 1944 (Sec II Bulletin 3, "9, 1944}, and
in decordance with authority delegated by the Yar Department and Peadruarters,
¥inth Adr Force, a BRONZE STiR YEDA] is awarded to the following named
officers and enlisted men in recognition of meritorious service in connec-
tion with military operations apainst the enemy:

stanley ™ Qliver, 6836491, Hester Sergeant, Head-uariers,
362th Fighter Group, for meritorious service in comnection with militsry
operations from 1k warch 1944 to 10 aApril 1945.

By command of ¥ajor fGeneral WEYLAND:

JLNES P THOMPSON, JEB,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Deputy Chief of staff.

QFFICTAL:

/s/ Franeis ¥ ¥hitlock, Jr.
FRANCIS ¥ THITLOCK, JB,
§§aj0r, AcD,

Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:  “p
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Preparations for the
unit school under the Army
Zducation plan have pro—
gressed to near completion
and enrollments are to be
taken Wednesday, lLiay 23,
for those interested in
attending. The courses
are open to everyone and

are to be as varied as
‘pessible considermg the
number ol students inter-

ested and the instructors
available,
The unit school is gt
" aally 2 schools; five
courses applicable to line
vork , which will be a
sontinuance of the GI tech
schools attended in the.
states, will make up one;
and the other will consist
of regular academic subjects!
for high school or college !
sredits, The "on _the job"
sraining school conducted
>y Capt. Howard, 397 Eng.
sfficer, and the acadenmic
schools will be run in
sonjunction with (Cont. P.L)

A Goop Warso ;

FRom THE CotONEL

Congratulations to all
>f you people who are re-
sponsible for this, the

e “_.;N
2

S

24

Here she is boys - neat ship, eh? .ot the .
gal ~ we mean that %25:00 War Bond that is

prot’ecting her interests,

You can win this bond.

first issue of the Group
Jewspaper, I admire your ind
itiative and interest in
organizing this paper, and
I'm sure that in the days
to come 1% will be a
source of relaxation and
amusement for all of us!

I hope that many of
you fellows will take an
active interest in this
-1nd will find both %he
.ime and the desire to
:onbribute any particular
salents you may possess.

Good Tucks

Colonel Frank 5. Perego

ATH L{; TIO ["R("L,thi Ny ME Ve

7o START Mown-
Oay May 2lsT

The Army Athletic Pro-
gram, which will take eff-
ect Monday, May 2lst, was
announced by Captain W.E.
Quinlan, Group Special
Service Qfficer

Captain wuinlen dis-
cloged that this program
is that part of the Army
plan which = includes

(Turn teo Pege 4)

cur New 588 "L
win WAR Bens

& 25 wiar Bond, donatec
by the Officers Club,
will be awarded to the
member of the 368th Fight-
er Group or a member of ar
attached unit who submits
the winning entry in the
Name Your Newspaper contes

RUIES:

1. Any member of the 368
Féghter Group or an attach-
unit is eligible to

enter the contest,
(Turn to Page 4)
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Publ hcd every wriday sn 1ts o'flce
368tk Tighter froup Une’.‘.nuarters,
for all nersonnel of the 36Pth Tighter
firoup and attached units, TGT ephone 117
) STAF® .
s/agt ®.e, ~omack, C‘pt ®, freenspan,
"'t T Alequln, 7"/“srt RIS F’ellam, orl
o Pliver, st =, ovland, T fegt W,
‘lein, cgt ., Woods,.! fpl T .1‘.
eidelberger, Pvt ".,meill.
ficer Advisor: Tt. Navid raldknont

& CROUP MNE STLTER .

This peper is being published mulnly
"or the entertainment and amusement of
vhe personnel of the 368th richter firoup
nd attached units.

™ will publish as much inormation
zencerning thinps. of scneral interest
s army. cengorship vill allow,

e heve no axes to rrvn”, no world
ovine causes to promote

*e invite all c:1t101=m of a construc—
ive nature and hteg al, ‘contributicns of
ny tvpe. -

¥our continual interest is the only
“hing that can nossiblvy neie this reslly
‘ne 347th Firhter nroup Mews-aper.

If we are akle to give you & laurh
-o» and then, a tit of in‘orraticn here
nd there thst rossibly vou had not
icked up otherrise-——and one of the-e
ays should ve hear someé of you refer to
here four pages as Your'™ nevsmaper, then
e will ferl that ocur effort have bes

'ce¢~le

TETIOH CF

VIOES — BGETU oeuP T“’flhR
ricday, @ 1?
Jew1sn ﬂh
undav, &y ”ﬂ

Pat?ollc nhaplain PlearJ

tain Peldhoim

Protertant chaplain »iller>

BFR 7P0GT .
"riday, ay 12 i
Recordsd Jsm Session
funday, *a+ 20
Recorded Nlassical réncert
Yonday, 'ay 21
Cpenine ®ing Tong Pournament
Tiesday, May 22 ) '
Fing0 '
‘e@nesdey, Yay 23
"st;afers Group Jazz Panﬁ

POCTAL CAIFINS

.2030

2030

1
|
i
i
]
i
+
s

but.the
much

rot plenty of points,
thinks T1a makint too
come horme."

0ld la2dy
dough to

(Tditorts “ote—-Plegse make 2ll 1att=r.
as brief as pog:ivle. Vo anonyrous 1at

ers will be used, L1} surgestionc of 2

constructive nature will be forwarced
to proser authoritiecs.)
Near Fditor:

T have just bern Lo the orderly room
and vas informed Lhet T dontt have crougt
points for discharge, T have a wife and
threc children, 11 over eichtecn yeavs
old. T am oved thirty-iisnt and unler
forty-two. I ves on ™.7. to "rgirnd aar!
am not elieible for the hatile share of
the eproup. T left the States vifhout a
furloursh home, and my Adear wife insists
T get a2 ¢dischavesn~——vhat can I ¢o?

LR T
L,

Tear Ffitor:

. The athletic program is zoine griat
funs. Wow 2bout a svimming run? Ther
must be a pool avazilabie somewherc in th
vicinity, and it locks iike rood ole
summer time is here, Wow abtoub it ?

' : F PV,

?“I

A
\ﬁ.f ;




I TS INVALE THE ARMY™

Sopn after the war was ended
One night while in his bed

A soldier thought, then spoke
And this is what he said:

uT!ve heard about the points
You had to have for meat
And 2ll the points recuired

" To get enough to eat,

‘There are points you need
To get your gasoline’

_And others you must have

_ For tires on your mechine,

The points that made a muddle
0f every civilian's life

Never worried me at all .
As they did the poor housewifc,
Put now it 211 is different

And T see it very plein
_Fithout points to meke the. grade
I vonr't be free again. .,

- Phough I didnit care before
Itt's now another story . ..
For.I get points for overseas
4nd even points for glory.

So T must add and figure truc

. A1l the credits due me
Ancd hope and pray I have eneugh
To bring a discharge to me,

Angd now I, see why #civvics?h swore
when faced with points and such
Fer T am swearing, sweating too
To escape the Armyts clutch.
If T have the right amount
Then soon at home T111 be
mut if my points fall short
Itts GoPelo for mel

-~ gpl. "alter Oliver

If any of you have a bit of poctry -
for thie column and would ecare.to sce
it in print turn it in to your sguadron
reporter or to P.R.0. for the Group
paper. Tt mst have your name and
squearon, This column will be a regular
Ffedture and will print the best poem
of each week, Send in your bit and
help get your paper Yor the beam.® )

395th —"Panzer Dustersn .
by ¢pl. Louis 17, heldwx Jote e
Cpl. Harold F. varley of Taylor, mux
recentdy returned -to the "Panzer PL ere
aftcr a long stay in frmy hospita’s. v
had suffered facial injuries whun a
nerman mine e;.nlode,d &t our 1ast bc.se i,

, France

' ‘:‘ar" F-V was hoqmltall r.d in France

| and Znglond for more than 3 months. Pric

to his rcturr to the contincnt he had a
furlough in Englend. I had a vonderful
time on my furlough,» said rFarleyx. Tt

was the first time in three months I ha

been permitted to go out. Those old mils
and bitters sure tasted good, and the gi
ware betber locking this time,

Asked how he felt to be back with the
outfit warley replied: 1 ¥ell, at first
they told me I'd go back to the states
and raburally I was looking forward to
seeing my wife, ‘"hen they told me T
eouldn't go home I was verv disanpointcd
Iim glad to be tack in the old surround-

:ings m.t}'\ my pals.n

396t1'; - uThunder Bums"

by Cpl. malter Qliver

malking of urusual occupetions (we
wersn't but that is one wav to shart thi
we have discovered that Sgil. Andy hudas,
396th Arm., was 2 stiil ~perator. He
didn't have to. worry about the “revenonr
however as he was employed in a logal c:
‘acity by the feneral Aniline & ¥ilm Gory
of Linden, M.J., where hc regulated the
steam prissure and operated the "stilln
which turned out benzine, alcohal; ete:

.+sThe recent party for the froup and at-
tached units had little effeet on the
3%6th,, unless you count Jack Marmion
sleeping in the field, John Owens being

! escorted . to bed by "\’uz‘ phyn ¢ friends,

the mass singing of the Army air rorrs

‘} song, and stan Feltz with that ndarck
' brown taste."

oIt is generally agreed by the 1ist =gt
that the following men have cualified fo
their degree in F.S.E. (Field sanitatior
Engineer.) ¥yatt, ‘Redford, fartin of Arm
Oliver, Fngle; and Fdwards, nave complich:
the course in hole digging. nid you ask
what kind??1}
...0an anyone contest Pvi. Murrayis clair
that he. is one of the few remaining !™ar
Departrment Rrains,v

{Continued on Page L)




Squadren News (Continued from Page 3)
397th J4PN AMRELS
py: T/cgt WY, vlein

Welcome, vou lucky people! Well, here
we are in sumny CA~rmany, and tryving to
nake the most of it. One thing is cer-
tain-—ve won't go hunrsrv due to our
zxcellent chefs. ™e are infesd fortunate
in having <rt. shelby cmvih, of the Fen-
tuckv smrths, cooking for us. #s an added
abtraction e have °pt. JTouis Horst on
the ergs. Roth are unbeatable and invite
sompetitiont

"Fapny Tooligant Piller is vearing
that "over a hundred noints smiler, and
is the envy of the squadron. We antici~
pates spending July fourth at home. Pe
was recently seen in the orderly room
hard at work on the adine machine.

"The ¥lying Parnyards, Skirmy and
Tonesome Tuke, recuest the men to please
refrain from saluting them zs their arms
are wveary from returnine hirhballs—-

The nolicy of our fommunicaticn Mept,
is: Pring your nermen radios to us and
~g will make them talk ~nelish-for fur-~
sher information see the wizardv.

These days the Armament shack looks
like Vacy's mept. store at ¥mas time with
evervone wrappine packages to mail out |

Judeing from reports and noises heard
“uring the nicht, the nroup party was an
overvhelmine sucess.

e all mourn the departure of "Omar"
"irantino, "Rlackjack® tavdi, "Iuckyy
jantre®l, and "Tuprot Jarvis,
SHErstld Story of the “eckin=«s

“che isn't rerman, sir, she's Frenchi !

33

WIN " #7 BOD (nontinued from Page 1)
ith the exception of the newspaper staff,
. "rite your entry on any piece of pap—
er, sign vith full name, rank and organ-
izetion and submit to your unit reporter
or "Croup Fewsraper? at froup Ha.(P.R.0.
of fice}.

3. zme -u-t he representative ef the
whole froun, rather than that of any com—
sonent .

%. Necision of the judeges vill be inal.
5. flozinr Azte is %:00 Pm, oy 25.

Calf For Sroge Ta/ent
Officers .and W ~ith talent for enter-
:@inment~-~cingineg, dancing, comedy, ete.,
'nd vho want to take part in stare pro-
uctions, seée faptain nick, 296tk Special
cervice.

G20UP SCHOCL (nontinued from Page 1)
each other in school house buildine 5,
headauarter site. The classes vill ccre-
mence on ¥onday, ¥ay 22, and are to run
four hours a day, from G'CC to 120C You.
tonday throush caturday. The maximum
classes any msn may attend each day are
three, and each class will meet thrae
dzys a week, Fach course -ill run & dur
ation of seven veeks, and 20 hrurs will
be acrrecited for each class enrolled in

The army education system has made
arrang=ments whereby the credits earned
ithrough thrse courses will be accepted i
hich schools ané colleges in the States,
iso men wishinm to estch up on hish school
jeredits, or to rain extrs collere credit:
can meks use of the time they are left o
the continent. Mne seven week course in
the unit sckool will be compararle to on
Tourth credit in & school st home, or a
imzn may take tyo courses in the same sub-
Jjeet to make a helf credit for the seven
weekse

Mo prerecuisites are needed to enroll
it is left up to the incividusl as to th
courses he wishes to take. After emroll-
;ing in a coursc, attendance will be com-
{pulsoryand vork will be risily supar-
tvigsed, The army dutias are to ke s-ranpo
tsn the school doesntt conflict with them
Fach course will be 2 lucrative undertal-
ing to the individual, but vill recuire
reel work to keep up satisfactory srades

ATHIETTIC TROGRIT (Continusd from Ta.
participetion of individuals, herec in
fermany upen cessation of hostilitics, i
mzss zames »n? attletic competition.

n(alisthenics are not a part of ths
‘nrogram," he added.

" The individuel may choose to pertici-

iate in either the TWrucaticnal or tthlet:
Program or both, Fach mzn +ill take part
one hour every oth:r dar in organized
athletics and pers semes,

* basebzll tourrament -ill-be hald =pn-
officers and +nlisted men from the f4th
cervice froup, 368th Yo., three scuad-on
tezms, and anti-aircraft vill particip-t
ramss will be rlayed on lrisure timc,
There 131l also h: games played in & com
«bitive tournemcnt +ith teams from other
units in the 9th #ir “orcc. i

Captzin Auinlan has reverled that w-r
has been started on an athleztic field
which. vill have an equipment house, four
softbell arid one bsschall diarond, a
large foothall and soceor fifld, various
tennis and volleyball courts, and some
horseshoe sites,

s

£
{
t

,gi—




BESTRICI=ZD

HEADQUARTERS
368TH FIGHTER GROUP i
4F0 14, U, §, 4rmy
18 May 1945

SPECIAL QRDERS )

NUMBER =~ 48 )

1, Capt FRANK D, LaMONTE, 0649508, AC, 9th Flying Contml Sq (P), D=t ¥, is
placed on TDY, WP Hq 9th Flying Control Sq (P), o/a 18 May 45, for a period of
four (4) days, for the purpose of inspection of administrative records, Upon
compl of this TDY, 0 will ret to proper orgn, TDN by MT, mil acft or Tail, 60~
115 P 43302 4 212/ 50425 AWUTH: TWK K.384-E Hq Oth Flying Control Sq ().

2, Capt NEWTON I. STEERS JR, 0865546, 4C, is placed on TDY, WP Hq XIX
Tactical 4ir Comd, ofa 19 May 45, for a period of seven {(7) days, for the urpose
of teachinz a course in Educational idvisement, Upon compl of this TDY, 0 will
rot to proper orgn, TDN Dy MT, mil acft or rail, 60-115 P 433-02 4 212/50428,
AUTE: TWX ¥-214-C Hq XIX Tactieal 4ir Comd, -

% Under the provisions of Sec III, Ninth air Force Memo ¥No, 125-1, 23 dpr
45, a Mess Council is aptd with members as follows:

Lt Col LEMUZL R, GORRELL 0415495 4C President
¥ajor IDNALD 4, DAVIS 0477249 MC  Vice-President
Capt HAROLD J. K3SSLER 086140 a6 -
Capt CARL H, GUNDLACH 0571886 4C
. lst Lt SAMUEL R, SCHOFIELD 0582942 AC  Recordsr
4 Fol named officers are granted seven (7) days leave of gbsenece, 77 Niee,
Fr, ofa 21 May 45 Upon arriving at Nice Strip, officers will report to USERY,
Oporations Tent for transportation to Oynmes, Fr, wio reat they will report to Co,
USRRA, Martinez Hotel; Upon compl of this leave, they will rot to proper orsn,
IDN by MT, mil acft or rail, 60-115P 432-02 4 212/ 425, AUTH: ILtr, Hq ETOUSA
file 46 3541, Subj: "United States Riviera Recreationsl irea," 8 Jan 45,

Major HUGH I, RICE 03295 AC (In Chargs)
Major IEO H, EAST 0913617 AC
Major FUSSELL A, MARKS 0578511 &C
Major EENEST R, FENDLETONCL1638240 4C
Major JAMES R, WESNII 0386975 AC
Major WILLIAM B, DAVIS 0372836 INF
1st It EDGAR R, BAXER 073829 AC
1lst Lt VEENON D, FEIN 0767237 40
1st Lt EARL I, KIELGASS 0766555 AC
1st Lt JAMES S, MITCHILL 0824535 AC
24 Lt MAURICE J, SHEA 082034 AC
Fit 0 DONALD ¥, HAFRIMAN TI26586 4C
1st Lt RO3ERT M. STRONACH 0858020 4AC

-1 -
RESTRIGCTED




§0 49, Hq 368th Ftr Gp, 18 May 45 Cont!d,.

5, Fol named EM, Sq indicated, are placed on TDY, WP USER4, o/a 2. May 45,
reporting upon arrival to CO. ATSCE. Leavs Hotels, Advenced Detachment, AP0 772,
for the purpose of being granted sevon (7) days furlough, Upon compl of this TIY,
M will ret to proper orgn, TDN by MF, mil acft or rail, 60-115 P 432-02 4 212
50425 AUTH: ILtr Hq XIX Tactical Air Comd, subj: Leaves, Passes and Farlousghs,
file AF 210, AL x 220,71, 12 May 45 ’

M Szt Joe E, Dennis 7002606 337th Ftr Sq¢  (In Charze)
¥ Sgt Panl J, Miller 6238502  295th Ftr Sq
P Sgt Walter F. Szymomewskl 8330550  37th Fer Sq

Sgt Joe I, Meroney 18202554 396th Ftr Sq

Sgt Trmest S, Stophens 35350893 1JZrd M P Co

Pfec Howard B, Swest Jr 346508714 Hg 368th Fir Cp

6, Capt WILLIAM E. QUINLAN, 0566474, 4C, is placed on TDY, WP Hq XIX
Tactical dir Yomd, for a period of one (1) day, reporting thersat at 1000 hours,
19 May 45, for the purpose of attonding o conference, Upon compl of this T3Y, 0
7111l tet to proper oren, THV by MT, mil acft or rail, 60-1152 432-02 & a2/
50425, AaUTH: TWX XIX Tactical 4iy Comd M-1118-C, =~ C ’ .-

{Travel dir is pursuant to anth contained in Ltr, Hq Buropean I0, US4, file 0.4
MPM, 22 Nov 44) :

BY ORIER OF COLONEL PEZEGO:

HUGH I, HCE,
Major, &ir Corps,

OFFICIAL: _ Adjotante

g o
HUGH L. RICE,

Major, 4ir CGorps,
.- ad jutant,

DISTRIBUTI QV:
-HA“

-2 -

gialshd ol i bt stttk &




T o

363Td FIGHTER GROUE

. APO 141, U. S. Army
£ Way 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS )
NUMBER 50 )

1. Having been asgl this orgn per par 12, S0 137, Hg 134th Reinforcement Bn
(aaF), 17 lay 1945, the following named officers are further asgd to Sq as indi-
cated. EDCHR 20 Nay 45.

lst 1t (1055) ROBERT L. STEPHENS 0519425 397th Fbr 8q
1st & (1055) JACK F. SEYRE 0766743 396th Ftr Sq
1st It (1055) HAROLD 0. POHERS 0812137 395th Ftr Sq
2d 1t {1055) MAURICE W. ANDERSON 0715430 395th Ftr Sq
2d 1t (1055) IYNN R. HAGEMBISTER 0766502 2 395th Ftr Sq

2. So much of par 5, S0 49, this Hg, cs, as reads "Sgt Brnest S. Stephens,
35350893, 1293rd M P Go," is zmended to read, "P Sgt George Bresick, 33086464,
215t Weather 5, Dst R." (Pertains to TDY to US Riviera Recrestional srea)

BY ORDER OF COIONEL PEREGOs

HUGH L. RICE,
izjor, Air Corpsy
."udj ubant »
OFFICI,Ls

/%/;/.42.,

HUGH L. RICE,
Major, Air Corps,
adjutant.

DISTRIBUTION®
W0
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RESTRICTED

XIZ TACTICAL AIR COMMEND
APO 141, ¢t 8 Army,
17 ¥ay 1945

GENERAL (RDERS)
RUMBER. ... ..375

SECTION I: AWARDS OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL

SFOTION TIT: AVARDS OF AIR MEDAL

SFCTION IIX: AFVARDS OF OAK IEAF CLUSTER TO AIR MEDAL
SECTICH 1IV: AWARDS OF PURPLE HEART-

SECTION I

1., By direction of the-President, under the provisions of
Executive Order No 9419, L Februsry 1944 (Ssc IT Rulletin 3, VD, 1944), and in
accordance with autherity delegated by the War Department and Headquarters,
¥inth Air Forece, a PRONZE STAR ¥EDAL is awarded to the following named
officer and enlisted men in recognition of meritorious service .in connection
with military operations against the enemy: :

®william A V2llace, 14097927, YHaster Sergeant, Headquarters,
368th Fighter Group, for meritorious service in connection with military
operations from 14 Yarch 1944 to 1 Aoril 1945.

Ry command of Major (eneral WEYLAND:

ROGER J BROWNE,
Colonel, Air Qorps,
Chiaf of staff.

OFFICIAL: /s/ Frencie ¥ ¥hitlock, Jr.
. FRANCIS ¥ ¥HITLOCFK, JR,
¥ajor, AGDH,
Adjutant Qeneral.

DISTRIBUTICN: "W
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Honday, Tednesdsv, Friday (E 7 F) (Jumeral indicatés Joom Ho.)

0800~-0845:
090(0-09 45:
1000-1.0435:

1300-1345:

1400-1.245:

1500-1545:
1600-~1645:

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday ( T Th S)

0800-0845:
09C0-0945:
1000-1045:

1300-1345:
1400~ 245;
1.500-~1545:
1600-1845:

T

N 25874 FIGHTER GHA0UP

Class Time and Foom-Schedule
S

Tlementary Bookkeeping 3, A4dvanced Bookkeaping 2, Trigonometry 4,
Salosmanship 11, Shorthsnd 10, HS &lgebra 4, Eem Bookkeeping 3,

Small Susiness 11, Flane Geomeitry 4, Journalism 9,

Comiareial arithmetic 4, Taglish Iit, 11, ksch, Drawing 3,

Berman 12, Faysical Science 10, lmsic dvpree,-Bsd Cross, amer~
ican Govi. 1L,

French 11, Basic hath Feview 4, Geozraphy 12,

Fronch 11, Vooszl iusic & Glee Club-Officers' Clud, Physies I, 10.

Typing 2, Slide Rula 4, 3iolozy 10, World Folitics 12,

Slide Rule 4, American Literaturs 12, Business Inglish 11,

Commereial Law 3, First Yr College Tesiish 12, HS Inglish Re-
viaw 11,

Fhilosophy 11, Hetoorology 4, Agricaliurs 10,

dnerican Fistory 12, Fhwaices III, 10, Psychology & Living 1l.
Photography 8, Saropean Hisi, 12, Eadlish Hist, 11,
Zhotozraziy 3, Femly Feladioas 10, Latin dmsrican Hist, 11,

. T P - et s am = a w w

. e e et e e e = e - - — - —

Orzanization D,

Years of School

Civili=n occupation

Coursss

Txamplo-Enz, Hist, 180-T Th S

1,

Wajors (or cnief intorest)

gt

Tyme of training dssired

Honms
11

Hours SU3STITUTE COURSZS

2

3.

Cours: desired that is not

lisbed,
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HRATQIARTERS
3¢3TH FIGHTER GRCUP
4LPO :l.ll-l; Us sa Am
23 day 1945

SPECIAI. ORDERS.. )
NUMEER 1) ,
1. Having been asgd this orgn per par 6, SO 124, Ha XTX Tactical Air Cumd

20 Mzy 45, fol named officers are further csgd 49 Sq as indicated, EDCMR 23 way
453

siajor (1055) ALBERT J. FREUND 0L28489 AG  397th Fir Sq
Capt (1055) FREDERICK E. MILES 0398565 AC  396th Ftr Sq
Capt (1055} MELVIN RIKE , 0728734 AC  395th Fir Sq

2; Fol named off and EM are placed «n TDY, WP -B-56 ¢ fa 24 may L5 reporting
to the senier flying control off thereat fuxr a per:.od of five \5; days for the
purpose of disposing of material, Upon cimpl of this TDY they will ret- to proper
orgn. TN by =T, mil acft or rail. 60-115 ¥ 432-02 A 212/50425,

- 1st Lt GRADY P. GRIFFITH 01613-2129 4AC
Sgt Frederick iutthoff 17059803 Det F, 9 F Control Sq

3. It Col THOMAS J. CARBINE, 0392748, AC, is aptd Deputy Commander vice
Lt Col HAROID P. SPARKS, 0432726, AC trfd, . (Prmc duty)

k, Major DENNIS CRISP, 0427531, AC, is aptd Gp Operations wfficer vice It
Col THOMAS J, CARBINE, 0392748, AC, reld, (Princ duty)

5. OCapt ROBERT MILLER, 0680143, AC, is aptd Gp 4#ir Inspector vice Capt
WAYNE H. DRISCOLL, 0745323, AC, trfd, (Prine duty,

6. Capt WALTER G. LCUGHARY, 0802321, 4C, and Capt OLIVER S, RYERSON, 0680085,
AC, are aptd Gp Asst Operations Off, princ duty.

7+ Under the provisions of Minth #ir Feree memo 20 9, 11 =ay 45, Capt
ROBERT G, BERGMAN, 0567286, AC; ic aptd Station Custedial Officer, add duty.

(Travel dir is pursuent to auth contained in L& , Hg European 70, LSA, file 300.&
=P, 22 Nav Lh) .

BY ORDER.OF COLONEL PEREGO:

MAURICE D. POWELL,
Capt., 4ir Corps,

oy
OFFICIAL: L//Zm,c, m "ﬁ’%”% Assb., Adjubant,
MAURICE D. POWELL,
Capto, 4ir Corps,
Asstp Adjuta;::"s

DISTRIBUTION:
""""'Tl"ﬂ‘u_"_'
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HEADQUARTERS
368TH FIGHTER GROUP

APO 143, b, o g
29 may 1945

" SPECIAL ORDERS )
NOEER s )

1. Having been asgd this orgn per par 1, SO 132, hg XIX Tactical Air Comd,
28 May 1945, the following officers are further asgd to Sq as indicated. EDCMR
31 sy 1945, K

- 2d it (1055) HARRY KNOWIES JR 0835356 AC  395th For Sg
2d &t {1055) GEORGE W, RABE JR 02066712 AC  395th Ftr Sq
. 2d Lt {1055) EDWARD B. LOCKEY 02067859 AC  396th Fir Sq

2 M Sgb Jack B, kellam, 18057859, 2)st Weather Sq, Det R, having been

granted a fur in the Lk, for a period of seven (7, days, eff ofa 30 xay 1945, is
auth to proceed from this hq to UK, reporting upon arrival thereat to Londoen Con~
tinental leave Center, 1 iorth Audley Street, London.  Upon compl of fur, EM will

- ret to this lige TON by T, mil acft or rail or water, 60-115 F 432-02 4 22/
50425, AUTh: Ltr, Hq, European 10, USA, 23 Jan 45, subj: Y"Leaves and Furloughs
in Great Britain", and ssg form Y101, Kq winth AF, file 220,711, 5 xay 1945,

3o Cart WILLIAM E. QUINLAN, O56647L, AC, is placed on ™Y, WP astz, France,
ofa 31 =ay 1945, fér a period of four (4) days, for the purpose of picking up -
supplies. TDN by =T, mil acft or rail. Upon compl of this TDY, off will ret to -
proper orgn. 60-115 F 432-02 & 212/50425, :

k. Under the provisions of rar 4b, AR 35-1100, 12 may 45, fol named officers
are aptd to witness and verify the cash balence of major ALAN M. LANARD, 0382291,
FD, Accountable Disbursing ufficer as of 0800 hours, 31 may 1S45;

Cept JOSEPH G. GLASSBERG 0495283 DG
1sb Lt JAMES W, WOODS 01636849 SC

5. Fol named Off and EM are placed on TDY, WP Metz, Fr, o/a 31 Her 3565,
for a period of three (3) days, for the purpose of picking up supplies. Up
compl of this TDY, they will ret to proper orgn, TDN by MT, mil acft or r=il.
60-115 P 432-02 A 212/50425, B

Capt ROEERT G. BERGMAN 0567286 A2
T Sgt Choron A. Grimsley 6920830 395th Fir Sq

-

6. 1st Lt PAUL F, LUDWIG, 01554425, CRD, is cebailed to conduch the monthly
inventory of the Group Post Exchange on 31 Msy 1945,

{Travel dir is pursuant to zuth contained in Ltr, Hq European 10, USA, file 300.4
MPM,; 22 Nov L)

x
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S0 54).Hq 368th Fbr Gp, 29 May 45, Cont'd.

BY ORDER OF COLONEL PEREGO:

" MAURICE D. POWELL:;
Captss Air Corps,

‘ OFFIGIAL. Assistant Adjutanta

/?f/mwa 28,

MAURICE D, POVELL,
Capb., Alr Corps;
Asaistant Adjutant,

' DISTRIBUTION:
TomAn

L ekmedn i o e et S o e g el

o A B A SR e

2

- L Lt e i e
S e L L R R




TR EY 4 A LT S i A4 T

It UEIY SCLO0L

Lireetive on sttendonce: . .

nd 4 iiness at Classes,

nuel obiending Group Hcliool,

1, L & either accdenic or techniesl, is cnm-
stued to : 4"._~ o‘u:.'ic.-, snyone late or gbsent will see
C..:.)t Jicli, in s  Ffice of the school hetireen 08-40 houxrs and 1130
hours on eitlhier one of Gl next tio school doys iimediztely follovr-
ing: (i.e, Zate on wriday, cec Lupt, wicl before 1145 hours on iion: 2y, )

*

2. ] I absence st vbe justiried by a written excuse
Trom Tl z .," eod, Peilure to ssc Cept Di& will result in
avtouctic diseinl 11;a::;' ceticn unless hespitolizetion or saae legit-
imete receon hos beon the ccuse, . ’

CULULi, 20 80
,..AzU..IU..J ..J. _I:’O.:um,
Cent, A5G,
isst, Adjutant,
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Somewhere in Germany"

Vol. 1, Number 2

Team ""B" 84th,
.F’gysi Service

(. bup in France

The history of the Service Team
has its aorigin in the Siates where it
was an integral part of the Sdib
Service Group. Under the guidance
of Air Service Command at Patter-
son Field, the Group was on the re-
ceiving end of three long months of
rigorous tramning under fickd condi-
fions 1 tropical, mid— summer Mis-
sissippi. Finally, in early August 1943,
came the much anticipated Lony Seal
Voyage euding in

the Group was split five ways and
sent to an equal number of destina-
tions. However, aiter months of com-
parative indolence jor the Group with
the exception of the 3582nd Air Ser-
vice Squadron which had been ser-
vicing Sth Air Force light bombers,
Ggeeral Brereton arrived in England
¥ his 9th Air Force and the Group
Wiy assigned to it

With its entry inin the 9th Air
Force, the Group underwent rather
drastic reorganization and emerged
as two Service Teams. Team B, un-
der the command of Major Lelund W,
Richardson, was composed of the
382nd Service Squadron, 1814th Ord-
nance Supply & Maintenance Co,
with  detachments of  the 1221st
Quartermaster Company, 1074th Si-
gnai Company, 29th Mobile Reclama-
fion and Repair Squadron and 2499th
Quartermaster Truck Company.

Service Team Joins 368th

Still, it wasn’'t until the 9th of Fe-
pruary 1944 thai the Team was bles-
sed with a tactical zroup to service.

the piciaresyue;
harbor of Greenock, Scotiand. Here:

With the arrival oi Colanel Myers
and his aﬁﬁmFightcr Gro! th

9 MIA Pilots
Reported as Safe

Reports Iave reached the growp
that seven pilots who were Missing
in Action were liberated from Pri-
soner of War camps and hespitals.
Some are reported to be back in the
States.,

The seven men are: Major Richard
E. Leary, st Lt. Robert 7). Cassady,
2nd Lis. Ruben . Bork, Jog Burney,
Cliarles J. Hucke, Joseph F. MeMii-
lan, and Robert M. Pace.

Two other MIAs, Ist Lt William)
T. Wright and 2nd Lt. Alired W.
Anderson, are oificially reported to
be in American field hospitals.

368th Given
Redeployment
Physical Exams

The entire personnel of the 368th
Fighter Group amd attached units
have been examined physically by
Major Davis, Captain Havwood, Cap-
tain Fox, and Captain Haag in order
to classify each man under the new
physical classification system known
as PULHES. Briefly, mnder this sy-
stem, each individual is graded irom
ane through four in six major physi-
cal factors and is assigned a Physical
Profile Serial Card on this method of
classification.

Redeplovment of individuals will
be based on PULHES findings, as
well as other factors otheg than an
individuals physical coundition. This
vstem is being applied to both offi-

626 STUDENTS REGISTERED
FOR | & E SCHOOL COURSES
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cers and enlisted personnel in all
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HIGH FLIGHT
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Registration Far

Exceeds Expectation

Exceeding  all  expectations 625
stndents registered for the 41 aca-
deraic and 3 technical courses offered
by the Fortress school on registra-
tion duy Wednesday, May 23, From
inorning 0560 untit 1700 the schonl
library lonked like a polling place on
election day. By 1400 several classes
were already filled and later in the
aiternoon severid major changes had
to be made in the original class
schedules.

The course in Pholography proved
io be the most popular, with 124 stu-
dents eorolling. French was next
with 112, folowed by Slide Rule
with &7, and five business courses
next in line: Small Business 75, Tv-
ping 70, Salesmanship and Elemen-
tarv Bookkeeping 44 cach, and Come-
wercial Law 45,

Out of 626 that curolled in the
schond 155 chose "oa the job“ traintng
subjects wsuafly in addition to ace-
demic courses. -

One course noi previwosiy listed
was added to the schedule at the
request oi men enrnlled in the Ele-
meniary Radio course. This course,
Mathematics Essential to Radio, will
be taught by Lt Duncan.

On the other hand four other cour-
ses had to be dropped irom the ori-
ginal schedule for lack of students:
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Y m’,‘i« b. Loare, Iat Lt Robert Iv Cussatdy, ] 7
e ':“’ii ! 2nd Lre. RuPen G 3 Jog Burtev.
wammer Mis=) Bt o f Hacke, Joseph B MeMi-

sissippl. h:mmr.‘m early Amgust B3| e - Aty
c:amgfl the much antivipated Come Seal Ml and Robert M, Pace Wiltiam!
e Two other MIAs, Ist Lt William

Voyage ending i the picturesque . ] ) L tised W..
i i KA . . ght and 2nd Lt Alire Ry
narhor of Greenock, Seotiand, Here Anderson, are officially reported 10}

tve ways and

* nance Supply & Mainlenance Co,

the Group was split 1
sent to an egqual number of destina-
tions. However, aiter monthis o com-
parative indolence jor the Group with
the exception of the 38Znd Air Ser-
vice Squadron which had been ser-
vicing sth Air Force light bomhbers,
Giemeral Brereton arrived in England
¢ his Oth Air Force and the Group
wa» assigned to it .

Wit its eniry into the 9th Air
Foree, the Group underwent rather
drastic reorganization and cmerged
as two Service Teams, Team B, un-
der the command of Major Leland W.
Richardson, was composed of the
382nd Service Squadron, 1814th Ord-

with detachments of the 1221st
Quartermaster Company, 1074th Si-
gnal Company, 29th Mobile Reclama-
fion and Repair Squadron and 2499th
Quartermaster Truck Company.
Service Team Joins 368th
Still, it wasn’t until_the 9th of Fe-
bruary 1944 that the Team was bles-
sed with a tactical group to service.

be it American field hospitals. -

368-ﬂ1 Given

as PULHES. Brieily, under this sy-

cal factors and is assigned a Physical
Proiile Serial Card on this method of
classification.

be based on PULHES findings, as
well as other factors othep than an
individuals physical condition. This
system is being applied to both offi-

With the arrival of Colonel Myers

the Service Sauadrow's four mobile
repair units, tech supply section, and
all the shops— electrical, para-
chute, welding, machine, instrument,
enging change, carpenter & sheet
metal; the 29th MR&R’s four mobile
units; the 1814th Ordnance Compa-
ny's automotive shop, tech supply,
armamient section, ammimition sec-
tion: the 2499th with all its trucks;
ibe Siznal Company, its tech supply,
maintenance, contmunications, and
repair sections; all were at last pel-
forming their primary mission, while
preparations for "I Day took on a
new significance.
First to cross Channel
The Team is very proud of being
the first operational unit of IX Air
¥ 2 Service Command to cross the
¢. py Channel to set up for business
in the erstwhile Festung Europa. Bu-
siness was booming in  Normandy:
with no Air Depot Group in France,
{he Team cxiended itself to the ut-
most—the, supply sections were ser-
ving both air and ground fiorces up
and down the beachhead, the aircrait
maintenance section topped ofi its
regular maintenance by  building a
combat-worthy 1-47 {from spare
and salvaged parts; the Signal Com-
vany periecied the fank to plane
communications which paid off so
richlv ia the battle across France and
into Germany.

Group Memorial

Services To Be
* Id in Nurnberg

“onaplain Cleary is conducting Me-

and his 368th Fighter QGroup, the :crs and enlisted personnel in

“Penmwent into full scale operatlon:| io's Yind is not an indication of any
particular destination of an individual

morial Day services jor the Group at
the Nurnberg cemetery. The service

Redeployment
Physical Exams

The catire personnel of the 365}[1
Fighter Group and attached units
liave been examined physically by
Major Davis, Captain Haywood, Cap-
tain Fox, and Captain Haag in order
to classity each man under the new
physical classification system known

stem, each individual is grfxded irom
one through four in six major physi-

Redeployment _of _individuals will

heaters as well as the continental

,

h!

5

(

unit.
The Physical Profile Serial is a

permanent tecord and is entered in
the individual's personnel records.

Qfficers and enlisted men are subject
to this test in exactly the same
manner.

The Physical condition of the per-
sonnel examined is extremely good
according to Major Davis, the group
surgeon.

Group Band
Offered Job

In Riviera

"The Strafers®, the group and
service team band, has been oifered
an engagement in the Rivieria. The
band, under the leadership of Lt
Campbell, has practiced since Ja-
nuary, and has performed at the oi-
ficer's club dances, enlisted wmen's
dances and at the Red Cross jam
sessions.

The band is now seven pieces with
a vocalist. Because of receat losses,
there are openings, and Lt Camp-
bell is the man to see ii you want fo
{ry out.

Players in the band are; S'Sgt

»Chopper® Fowler, string bass, and
Cpt -McDaniel, trombone, irom the

group. S/Sgt William, guitar, Sgt

Deck, trumpet and Capt Glassburg,

sax, are the service team men. George
Spnumers, vocalist, iS  also  from
team B.

Lt Campbeli was with_a ralio
group in New York City. Pic Som-
mers sang m a Chicago night club.

is jor all men fallen in the war, but!MacDaniels, from Amarillo, Texas,

pariicularly for our own men- One;

had his own archestra in high school,

of our pilots is known to be baried}and plaved in the dance band at Uni-

in this cemetery, and it is planned io,
holl the service over his grave. The
group will sead a convoy, and re-
presemtatives  jrom  each squadron
wil] be asked to attend.

Chaplain  Cleary  said, "This Me-
moriat Day  should mean more fo
our men than any Memorial Day be-
fore. because, many men we have
known personally  have given up
their lives, and are buried in ceme-
teries in France, Belgium and Ger-

many*.

versitv  of Missouri for two vear.-

Aiter graduation, he jnined ihe music
umion of the Music Corporation of
America and traveled around the
Squthwest part of {he States in va-

rious bands. Sommers was taking art
training at a schon} in Chicago. when

ofiered a job at the Silver Cloud, a
nighi club there. While in the army
in England, he worked on several
stage shows jor special service, and
las been in this group since Chil-
boltot.

\
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© HIGH FLIGHT

Oh, I have slip;ed the surly bonds éf earth,
And danced the skies on laughler-silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed and joined the iumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds——and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of——wheeled and -soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring Ihere,
I've chased lhe shouling wind along and [lung
My eager craft throngh foolless halls of air-
Up, up ihe long delirious, burning blue
P've lopped the wind-swept heights wilh easy grace,
Where never lark, or even eagle, [lew;
And, while with silent, lifling mind I've lrod
The high unirespassed sanctily of space,
Pul out my hand, and louched the face of God.

John Gillespic Magee, Jr., in N-Y. Herald T ribune-

(The author, 2ged 19, an American volunteer with the Roval
Caradian Air Force was killed in action December 11, 1841)
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Regisiraiion Faf

iFxceeds Expecialion

Foroenlding o expoafatinon w3T
sirdentn repistered for the 4 acd-
Jentic end 3 tectmeal vonrses oifered
Ly tite Durtress school on registrd-
won day Wednesday, Mav 23, From
sosning 0500 untl 1700 the school
fibrary looked like a polling place on
election day. By o0 several classes
were already idled and later in the
aiternoon several major changes had
to he made in the original class
schedules.
_The course in Photography proved
to be the most popular, with 124 stu-
dents enroMing. French was next
with 112, folowed DY Slide Rule
with &7, and five basiness courses
next i finc: Smaif Business 78, Ty-
ping 70, Salesmanship and Elemen-
tary Bookkeeping 44 each, and Com-
mercial Law 45
Out of 626° that enrolled in the
school 155 chose “on the job“ training
subjects usually in addition to aca-
demiic courses. .
One course not previvosly listed
was added to the schedule at the
request of men enrolled in the Ele-
mentary Radio conrse. This course,

Musical Comedy
Still Needs

Local Talent

»Two Down and Here We Go,* a
musical Comedy portraying the 368th
Fighter Group lustory, is to be pre-
sented in one month at the new
Group Theater. The cast is being
drawn entirely from Group personuel,
and casting, a slow and arduous
procedure, is not conmplete. The few
parts leit open will be choosen irom
men inierested, at dfour p. m. cach
day in the ofiicers club.

The Comedy will review the hi-
story oi the Group with the aid of
an ociet, comedy skeiches and a
dancing chorus. Writing and direc-
ting have been under the expertama-
teur hand of Capt Dick, Chaplain
Cleary and T,Sgt. Facka. The musi-
cal end is handed by Lt. Campbell.
‘The dancing routines are going to be
taken over by a professional irom
Special Service, for no one here
seems qualified to accept the job.
Any applications?

|Sgt Thompson
Names Paper - -
Wins Bond

TsSgt Thompson of the 395th
is one twenty-five dollar bond
richer dor having picked out
the name of THE FORTRESS
FEATURE jor this paper.

Out of the lundred or more
names submitied there were
many  excellent  suggestions
and it was a difficult job for
the stafi to come to a final
decision.

The stafi appreciates the
interest shown in the name
contest. We are only sorry
that it is not possible 1o award
abond forevery entry—-—and
we hope that THE FORTRESS
FEATURE can continue {o hold
the intercstoi the 36Sth Fighter
Group and all attached umits.

Mathematics Essential to Radio, will
be taught by Lt Duncan-

On the other hand four other cour-
ses had to be dropped irom the ori-
ginal schedule for. Jack of students:
Pihiysical Science, Lattn -American Hi-
story, English History, and Biology.

As  originally plammed the Phot-
graphy course was divided into two
classes given on alternate days. But
three more classes had to be added,
which may still prove to be insuffi-
cient: buf the instructors for addi-
tional classes are not available at
present. The Freuch had to be in-
creased from two to four classes,
and the same appled for the Slide
Rule course; the Mechanical Drawing
increased from one to three classes,
Tvping from one to icur, and Small
Business irom one to two.

The book situation may bhe acute
at first especially in the business
courses. The Army has supplied
hundreds of books, but on subjects
which have no value at present. Most
of the extra books on hand are on
farming and agricultural subjects.
It appears that the Army is trying lo
dufluence the educational program
away from the business angle and to
promote farming.

ft is hoped that the necessary
pnuks might be secured in the near
future. One reason for the present
bouk shortage is that the school is
starting two weeks ahead of sche-
dule. Classes were not scheduled to
start untifl June 9, fhirty davs aiter
hostilities ceased. On registratfon dav
an oificial OK was received from
command to go ahead with the pro-
Fram,

New Theater
in Operation

All those who have attended the
theater during the last few days will
agree that we now have one of the
hest such sct-ups that we've enjoved
since leaving the States.

An inclining  seating arrangement
has been made by dnstalling plat-
forms-- — ntaking for a good view of
tiie screen withont the inclusion of a
G. L’s head.

An excellent stage has been buiit
and the seating capacity is much lar-
ger than in the old sile. The new
flieater is located in building 20-2,
Rirectly across the street from  the

Fortress School.




DECORAT'ONS INCLUDE
AWARDS FOR HEROISM
Pilots and Giound Personnel
Recognized

For Outstanding Service.

Distinguished  Service
“extraordinary heroism in action®,
teen Silver Stars for “gallantry in action”
were among the decorations awarded to the
pilots of the 368th Fighter Group during foar-
C.{teen months of combat operations.

i the total of <432 combat decorations seven
iints received the Croix de Guerre, 124 recei-
ed Flying Gross, four recui-

THE FORTRESS FEATURE

Somewhere In Germany
Wed, May 30, 1945

Publhished every Friday
HOOL  building,

FORTRESS SCI I
1 Fighter Group and attached

somnel of the 368t
Units. Telephone 29.
S

$:Sgt E. 5. Womack, Sgt
1. F. Alequin, M/Sgt J.
Sy . Nowland, T/Sgt M.
. M. Heidelbecger,
t Bill Schuler, $/5zt

B. Kellam, Cpl

St ROW. Woaods,
Pvt W. Weili, SSg

W, Waond, Pic W. G. Jacobson.
Publication Advisors:
Lt. David Godknopi
TiSgt Don A Facka

ved the Distinguish
ved Bronze Star Medats,
Medals, and 25 the Order of the Parple Heart.
Additionn] decorations may he a
“Far meritorious service in suppor
= §8 ground oificers and entisied
rded Bronze Star Medals.
Six EM received the Order of the Pusple
Heart. The Gronp also teceived the Distin-
anished Unit Cilation,
Major Randall W. I

men have been awa

Hendricks, former CO of

ombat award, for his action
On that day he led his fligit
fighters who were ilvinz
qid troops.” The flight

second highest ©
on June 12, 1944,
to attack 15 gnemy
ip dive-tomb Allied grot
oi Tiunderbolts broke up the ¢n
Major Hendricks
and damaged 2 fiith
Major Carlos M.
with the DSC for sit

destroved jour enemy #ir-

gy attacking 15 enemy
anes preparing to bounce ai
outnumbered  squadron
cnmbat. Maior Talbott broke
and destroved (w
Ie was foreed to bail

of P-47s enga

o of the enemy planes beiore

H. Arnold decorated Lt Col
as, Captain William G. Garry,
and fst Lt. William J. Wavland, with the DSC
in ceremnnies at Luxembeouri.
Cul. Dnuatas led seven P-47s to attack 20
tier-howmbers near American Jines.
\ n seven of the enemyv as Ceol
Dowrhas, withoat support accnunted for three,
then escaped under attack to @y his burnimr
plane buck to base.
Witen 30 plus enemy i

They shot dow

ahter planes attacked
of ‘the "Panzer
Giarry fought alone
i the enemv at one time, shooting
He then destroved two more in
otectne his fellow pilots.
Li. Wavland shot down two enemy
s of his squadron, an
3 _continued to_press

Dosters* sguadron. Capt.

z l{f God ta those. who, killed and
forever missing, gave their lives to gain peace

SQUA DRON NEWS
3971h JABO ANGELS

Air Corps——————Tniantry

What does the Infantry think of the Air
Corps?? Well PH tell you! Your reporier
looked up a nearby infantry regiment and
selected a doughboy for questioning. He was
PFC Walter Bear oi New York. PFC Bear has
sen action with the Famous Fourth Infanry
Division which the 386ih sepported at Cher-
honrg and various other engagements throuzi
France, Laxembourg and into Germany.
“Dont let anvone ool vou“, he said.
"W sure looked jor those planes when things
got rough, and thanked God when thev
sppeared, As for the around crew-———they Jo
their job and leep the planes flving, thais
what counts. We waon didu't we?*

[ quote some further remarks from our
conversation: “lt's difficult to describe  the
feeling of happiness in cmmbat, but the rearest
thing 1o it is the sight of friendly planes dive-
bowbiny the 8¥'s that inrmally pinned vou
down ———seeing your buddies wave and tauwh,
when hui a iew moments hefore thev were
close o death, and then that forward surge.
knowing you are fully supporied. bath on ine

ground and in the air— — Why should we be
sare ai Air Corps ground crewmen when hey
are pari of such suppert—-— that’s all Comm

Zone {uik!

395th PANZER DUSTERS

S8zt Teets leads

Others ars T98gt Onev with 125
with 124, M:Sgt P. ). Miller,
and Cpl Eral’ Baily with
Baoby prite goes o
30 puints and Pvi
points.—
Col. Em
Th had Pvi. Flovd Nelson couldn’t make a
trip to Munich with the Sgdn. The "G.
Blues* had him that dav. Sgt
has found little fo do

117 points each

»Medic™ Smith with

has improved.

——————

exira roll of iilm on
would Jike to try his
again. The Jasi 6 rolls came ont

by the courtesy of the "mad barber* of lie
1074th. He won't quit

sitioned _the ’
Have a Furlough®.

two days looking for
finally fomnd a G L
sleeping on it

son to explain the two
Unless it was a German
stanmd a chance getting the

observed that a certain r
e 368th is undergeing vigourous trajuing
as to be able to change an engine

Bruce Kirkbride

=

the

Team now eniovs music while they

By: Sgt. Robt & Nowland
In all sincerity, our sympathy is with Cpl.
Witlie DeCristoforo who, last week, received
word ef his father’s-death. Mass was said for

Mr. DeCrisipioro  last Tuesday by Father
Clearv. Many of Cpl DeCristoioro’s  Trends
attended.

the squadron with 12%
points toward being discharzed from the armv.
: S:Spt Halzuk
S8t B, 1) Jones

Pyt Pefe Liberatore “‘““-]!

A4
It was cither work or school for
McDermod. He went o schioof. - -

"G. 1-}ioregoing 1o any person
R. C. Hoffman{purely in
since the Sqdn. lost its
racket ships. 1i you notice, his ping-pong game

INFORMATION DESIRED—— Has anyone an
hand? M/Sgt Urbanc
hand at photography
blank.

The unique Raircats (bald-heads) vou see are
tili he rans out of hair.
it is rumored that Joe Caivert has rteqii-
new WD phamphlet, "So You
Is he trying to be funny?
Hubbard of the 2499th tore his hair out jor
a latrine screen and
in his own tent was

t.
It was rather embarrassing for T/Sgt Arkin-
bandazed thumbs——
Peanut can vou don’t
Parple Heart
3—-—It has been

from bowl
Fighter squadron in

A liot oue

by 1947
You haven't seen anvthing nntil vou've 3
aiter haw  much  Cham-
azne— -— Hut Twg— —3—— Four— — What
Hell! What the Hell!

The carefut Jeep driving mail clerk, Coh

Fuller of the 29th MR & R. approached the
rilsnnd crossing near Metz, He siopped, laoked
and fistened. All e heard was the Jeep behind
Wim crasline into his rear end!

Pic. Austin, the lHitle FElectron. from the
1074th worked out some phase & the Service
loaf.

——————

368th Hg. NEWS

Congratulations are now due M/Sgr Sunlev
W. Oliver on his latest schievement of heing
awarded a Bronze Star jor meritorions serv'ce,
{Ollie now has 134 points.)

Announcement of a more liberal pass pn’
1o Brussels and Paris has brought fond mes
ries 6 the former to manv Ho. EM According
to reliuble reports a petition has been sent to
“Fimmegan®, promising 1% attendance.

Now that censorship of outgoing mail s no
lopger with us, vou can expect the follow sy
"Nicknames* i ecreep into Hg EM lettersO
“Snilin Jack™ "Sad Sam “Harpo™ —
“Gq and So's Brother-in-ltw* and many other
pew  addiions. (Any  resemblance oi the
fiving or dead is

purely incidental))

INFORMATION |

3961h THUNDER BUMS

_and EDUCATION NOTES |



forever missing, gave their lives 1o gain peace
for us on earth.

MEMORIAL DAY 1945

Throuzh the ages conntless thousands of
words have been written in memory of those
who have died in battle. Many in this Group
have lost close Is, have waited in vain

for the return of the men who had made their
final ilight. Many times it is hard for a close
friend, or family, to take the highly patriozic,
glorified view— - - some ask WHY?

Great essays will be writien, Jine tributes
will be spoken, beantiful monuments will be

built. But do any «f these thingzs even approach

paving the debt of thyse lives, or answer that
quesiion of WITY that keeps on repeating

jtseli in the hearts of many?

We womt attempt to answer— — for a
satisfving answer caw't be given— -—a ful-
filling memorial will never be written nor
sufficient monument ever built of stone.

If those men, who have died, could speak—
would some of them ask all of civilization the
same question. Would they want to know what
is going to be dowe in partial compensation
for all the grief and agony that has been visited
upon this earth. Would they want to know
WHY tlieir familics have to bear the anguisa
and heartaches for the rest of their lives.
Possibly théy would want to know what we
the living are resofved to do about it

What type of memorial wonld they prefer.
Surely not glorviving speeches, sky-reaching
monuments and magnificent, unkept promises
of a better world. Perhaps they would hope
that their families and other families will not
have to go through all of this again. They
might skeptically hope that we wilio are left
will earnestly and conscientiously strive ior
a civilization that is worthy of its cxistance— a
civilization whose conlinuance doesn’t depend
on conilict of anns among its young mcn
every generation.

Qur dead will not be forgotten— — not by
their families and we who kuew them. But
that is far too small a tribute— — we ows
much more. A fitting memorial could be
esiablished— — it might be achieved, if each
of us, on our return fo civilian fife, would
dedicate at least a part of our every day
fives to the expansion of “justice and the
maintenance of peace 1o cover the whole earti.|

ciwd N Flenoroowe, formrer JH
rooeived  thp LINC, e @

secend oeliest owming award, for i

on lune 12, 1934, thn that dav he led Inis

to atack 13 gnemv fighters whn were flviny

in dve-tamb Alfed giotnd troops. The fhight)

of Thunderbulis broke ap the enemy attack,
Muinr Hendricks destroved four enemy air-
planes, and damaged a fifth

Majnr Carlos M. Talbolt was decorated
with the DSC for singly auacking 15 enemy
fighter planes preparing to bounce an already
outmunbered squadron of P-47s engaged in
combat. Mafor Talbott broke up the attack
and destroyed twa of the enemy planes beiore
he was forced to bail out of his burning
Thanderbolt,

General H, H. Arnold decorated Lt Col.
Paul P. Douglas, Captain Willian G. Garry,
and st Lt. William J. Wavland, with the DSC
in ceremonies at Luxembonrg.

Col. Douglas led seven P-47s to attack 20
enemy fighter-bombers near American lines.
They shot down seven of the enemy as Cnl.
Douglas, without support accounied for three,
then escaped under attack to fly his burning
planc back to base.

Wilien 30 plus enemv fighicr planes attacked
a squadron of Thunderbolts of ‘the “Panzer
Dusters* squadron. Capt. Garry fought alone
with eight of the enemv at onc time, shaoting
down {wo. He then desiroyed two more in
pratecin his fellow pilots.

Lt. Wayiand shot down fwo ememy planes

{attacking members of lis squadron, and after

running cut of ammunition_continued fo press
his aitecks ai close Tanze. He clipped ifle wing
oif a third enemy plane in a mid-air collision.

Tvpical of the “gallantry in action” dis-
wlayed by the sevenieen pilots who were
decorated wigh the Silver Star is the action
af Mainr Richard E. Learv. “Maior Leary
‘earlessly executed numerous minimum altitnde
strafing attacks upon enemy armor in the face
ni n witherine barrage of awii-aircrait fire
which sericusely dvmazed his plane Fiis
atacks halted, femnorarily, a strong enemy
eolsnm i the Belgian breakthrouzh, enabling
reinforcements to reach American ground
tronns.

Other recipienis of the Silver Star are:
1t Col. Pan! P, Douglas, Mainr Dennis Crisp.
Maior JInhn W. Baer. Capt. Alired E. Benfon,
Capt, Clifford L. Gamble, Capt. William I
Garrv,

Capt. Meredith W. Henry (Posthumous).
Cant. Frank S. Kerchner, Caot. Joseph L
McLachlan. Capt. David C. Parrish, Capt.
Jerry B. Tuflis.

Ist Lt. Robert N. Dicks, Ist Lt. Joseoh D
Granetti, Ist Lt. Hugh P. Matthews, Ist 11
Furene R. Smith. and Ist Li. George L.
Sutclifie.

The Croix de Guerre was awarded by the
French government for "services exceptionaels
de Guerre rendas au cours des oberations de
liberation de la France”, to: Colonel Gilbert
L. Mcvers, Colonel Frank S. Perera, Lt. Col.
Tohn D. W. Haesler. Lt. Col. Paut P. Douglas,
1.t. Col. Henrv R. Ouimbv, Lt. Col. Harold P.
Sparks. and Maior Randall W. Hendricks,

Four Bronze Star Medals were awarded {o
nilots for their wark as air controllers with
the grommd forces. The men who received them
are: Maior Richard E. Learv. Capt. Joseoh
S. Nolan, Ist Li. Forrest D. Midiam, and 2nd
Lt. Charles E. Rife.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LINE

A large amount of credit for the combat
efficiency of the group during the fourtaen
months of operations Gees to the men on the
fine. It was the efficiency of the men on the
line of all sections that kept the planes in
excellent condition despite handicaps of dust,
mud, rain, snowm and extreme cold.

.. . Working more than 20 hours a day the
first week of the Normandy invasion with
“Bean-Belty* Regers of the 396the moving his
bedding out to his airplane.

. .. The armorers struggling in the wee
hours of the morning of D plus 1 with bomb
clusters.

.. . The three 47 vear old men on the e,
Simon and Staniield of the 397th, and Wenier
ni the 396th. They stuck it out all the way
througgh, asking no special considerations.

continued pg.- 4
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o shald we e
snre ar Alr Corps o crowmer whon
are part of such supprrt—— that’s all Comm
Zone talk!”

395th PANZER DUSTERS

By: Sgt. Robt G Nowland
In all sincerity, our sympathy is with Cpl
Wiltie DeCristoioro who, last week, received
word af his father's.death. Mass was said for
Mr. DeCristoforo last Tuesday by Father
Clearv.” Many of Cpl DeCristoforo’s Trieads
attended. X
S:Sgt Teeis leads the squadron wifh 128
points toward being discharged from the armvy.
Others arz T'Sgt Oney with 1257 $/Sgt Halzuk
with 124, MiSgt P. 1. Miller, $/3gt E. D" Jones
and Cp! Eral Baily with 117 points each
Booby prize goes fo Pyt. Pete Liberatore with
30 points and Pyt "Medic® Smith with 44
points.— 1t was either work or school for
Cpl. Jim McRermod. He went to schooi, ——
To bad Pvi. Flovd Nelson couldw’t make that
trip to Munich with the Sgdu. The "G- 1
RWes* had him ihat dav. Sgi. R. C. Hofiman
has found liftle to do since the Sqdn. lost its
rocket ships. If vou natice, his ping-pong game
has improved.

3961h THUNDER BUMS

By: Cpl. Walter Oliver

We've just dicovered that Sgt. Peters of
A, is doing exactly ifie same type of work
that was liis joh previous to entering the
service. It seems that he worked in the capa-
city of an Armament Specialist jor one of the
numerons aircrait prants in the States. The
change in working conditions and the pay
scale muist have been rough to get used to.

A Est of names and home addresses arc
being made up inio a directory, a copv of
which will be given to cach member of the
squadron. 1t seems lke an excellent way fo
locaie iriends (or encmics) after our return (7)
o civvies.

Does anvone know of a Staie named TWest-
bv--God-Virginia®? That's where Whistler
Wryatt claims he hails irom.

Qur Mess Hall is at present being graced
by some nofable K. P.s namely some of our
Stafis and Techs. It brings io mind a saviag,
*Oh, how the mighty have fallen”

Poor Meroney sweais out a plane which is
to take him on his leave to the Riviera: then
the plane goes the other way. Tsk, Tsk, Tsk!

1i tooks like schoel days are here again for
some of us with the Educational plan geiting
mderway. Oh Well, they always say fial
you're never oo old to learn.

84th SERVICE CROUP NEWS

By: SSgt Bill Schuier

Capt. N. B. Mullerns, "Moon® to his frieads,
claims to be a "Teetotaler* but he’s been ~een
sending home souvenirs in a Gin Box.

Who is the man that was kind enough to loan
a Fraulein his pup tent and forgot that his
name, rank & serial number were stenciled on
the tent?

The 2499th must have found some potient
beer to make Swaiford walk in circles!

Famous last words from Lt. I. W. Wenger
at Chitbolten, "They are just nigth iighters
men," Pssssssss! Boom! Boom!

After the ifalse gas alarm at Strip 3, Dnc
Swint found out he wasn't a casualty, he just
forgot to remove the waterproofing from his
gas mask.

One of the 1221st bovs was out on a "Night
Operation” in Winchester with a_woman a
zood deal bezond ihe "Productive State” One
of his buddies approached him quite audibly,
*Yous'e lucky Floyd, to have your mother here
in th ETO®.

Joe Crede gives a clue to all——Do unt
jump ditches when you have a case of the
G, I’s.

For instructions on the hest wayv to get out
of o sleeping bar during Air Attacks see Tho-
mas Tucker of the 2499th. He didn’t do so

i e

corked vt snme
Tewm now 3ines My Wi

e————

368th Hg. NEWS

Conzrainlations are now due M8zt Stanjev
W, Oliver on his latest schievement of being
awarded a Bronze Star for meritorious serv-ce,
(Ollie now has 134 points)

Announcement of a more fiberal pass pu’
o Brussels and Paris has brought fond me

ries of ihe inrmer to manv Ha EM. According
to reliable reports a petition has been sent {p
"Finnegan®, promising 100° attendance.

e they T

Now that censorship of outgoing mail s no
longer with us, vou can expect the jollow'ng
"Nicknames* to creep into Hq EM lettersO
"Smilin  Jack® "Sad Sam* "Harpo™
"So and So’s Brother-in-law* and many other
new addilions. (Any resemblance of the
foregoing to anv person living or dead is

rurely incidental}
INFQRMATION l
and EDUCATION NOTES |

By: Cpl L. M. Heidelberger

Spaif Sergeant Clarence A. Glasrud is one
of the kev men in our school program. His
.sistance has heen of great value to Captain
Steers and Lieutenant Regan in getting the
schoof set up. the courses and instructors lined
up, and in mapping out the whole schedule.

Set, Glasrad is instructing in the followmg
subjects: American Literature, German, World
Poitics and Geography. He is the tall, lanky,
light-hmired, blue eved Norwegian, commonly
known as “Soc*. formerly a map man in
group S-2,
"Soet comes iromn Detroit Lakes, Minn. Iis
teaching background extends to when lie was
17 years of age and siared feaching the three
"R's* in grammar school. But he only taught
for one vear as he went to the Moorehead
Teachers College where he maiored in Engiish
and Historv to graduate with the B. E. deg
in 1933. He continued his teaching career
teaching history and geography in junior high
schiool during the 1935-36 scason. From there
he upoed himseli io Enzlish Department frend
oi a ligh school, teaching Speech, Americia
and Fnglish Kterature and Journalism.
Sri. Glasrud became director of publications
1t the Mankaio Hizh School, Mankato. Minn.
and trusht Journalism unéil he got the call
from Uncle Sam to enter the service in 1942,
Because of his knowtedze of the Norwerian
langnaze he was enrolled in the ASTP where
he studied the languaze. history, geography
and administration of Germanv.
Exactly one vear ago ago todav he embar-
ked for nverseas service and inined the 388th
Fighter Group at Chilbolton, England.
Corporal Frank Stowell has also been verv
instrumental in getiing things started at the
school. He teaches First vear colleze English,
English History, -and Geograhpy. Frank will
also be in charge of the library.
Cpl. Stowell was born at Ellensburg, W‘
He gratuaded from the Whitman College in 1930
with an A. B, and in 1932 he received un
A. M. degree at the University of Oregon.
Following that Cpl. Stowell did 1% vears of
postgraduate work while teaching ar the
University of Washington.
Frank Bas four solid vears of teaching expe-
rience behind him. Those he gained in teachury
English literature and composition at the Uni-
versity of Oregon and University of Washing-
ton. After that he went into publications wor
inr five vears, and at one time was associuie
cglitor of trade publications for the Paciic Bud-
ding and Engineering Corporation of Seatte,

Washinrion.

. Students attending Cpl Stowell's classes wiil
find that he has a veryv dry sense of humor,

good at Frankiort but learned since.

and js very easy man to get along with.
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We All Remember
By Tech Sgt Don A. Facka

T he first light of dawn filtered across
the English countryside; it was 3:15
a.m- Beneath the Nissen roof of the
briefing room a Colenel faced expec-
iant pilots: “Men, the time we have
been- preparing ior is here”
; tineing, Colonel Gilbert L.
Y rs told the pilots oi the 368th
Fighter Group what their role would
be in an historic day— D day, June G,
1944. Intelligence officers took up Lhe
briefing— presenting the details of
vast operation. Mechanics going out
to preflight the planes, pilots arousad
at 2 a.m., had seen the long rows of
red lights marking the paths of the
glider trains to Normandy. Everybody
knew: “This is It.”

In scarcely an hour the 395th Squa-

dron roared off on the first fighter- [P35

bomber mission of the invasion— for-
ming up by wing lights.
Back at Westover Field

“The time we have preparing for—"
thoughts of many flashed back to
Vy ver Field, Mass., where a year
b¥®¥- the 36Sth Fighter Group had
been activated with Lt. Col Gilbert
L. Meyers commanding. A large num-
ber of the personnel of his previous
command, an OTU group, came to the
group with him. Afier months of truin-
ing a cadre in Florida, Crosscountry,
instrument, night flying, gunnery prac-
tice and frequent inspections, the
368th Group disembarked for overseas
on Decembter 29th, 1943, with the
reputation as the “best-trained group
turned out by the First Air Force.”

From Greenoock, Scotland. ihey
proceeded to their base at Greenhawm
Common, southwest of London, Janu-
ary 13, 1944, where the 382nd Ser-
vice Squadron had the base prepared.
Finding they were assigned to the
Ninth Air Force, ihe group b‘ggan 3
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hit by flak as their bownbs knock ed
down two bridges.

The Naval Guas Flashed
In the morning coolness of Juns 6.
Li. Col. Perego led ihe 395th Squa-

dron lLack from Normandy, buzzing
the field.

"The Nuval guns were flashing as
they laid on their barrage. We saw

g]ix}cvrs on the peninsula. Bunches of

possible i not probable that fighter
bomber efforis were in a large part
responsible for the Allied attacks en
this beacliiead continuing."

General Queseda added; "History
mav show that von saved the day.”
Crews preilighted planes at 2 a.m.
for beach head patrols which pilots
described as 7an hour and hali of
blind ilying before the {irst crack of
dawn.” Crewchiefs Richards, Bailey,

Haesler, o

gd _f3au-g nonaed  aud ofl

Support.  June 29 Major Harold P.
Sparks led the 396th fo dive-bomb a
jort in Cherbourg larbor, stubLornlv
resisting for two days after the city
fell. As doughboys watched irom the
docks, the squadron scored direct hits
and near misses— the enemy iroops
ran up a white ilag.

Julv 2 Lievtenant General Lewis

Tiger tunks holding up 2 column of
American armor- Iive bombing, they
scored only near misses. Not éxpccl
tiong to doanuch damage, thev sirafed
the Tigers, shuttling back and forth in
the road- One burst in to flames from
external fuel tanks— the other even-
tually began to explode, "shooting ont
red balls like flares and firecrackers.

H. Breretont visited the base, pinnedf That evening pilots reported tafks

DFCs.on_Lt. Cols. Perego, Quimby,
aptain Thoms:

.

U6 Y3

Lt. Col.

v,

advancing inio Contances.
Hae omy pd- “Garm




red dights marking the paths af the
glider trains to Normandv. Evers bodv
knew: “This is Ie>

In scareelv an hour the 395th Squa-
dron roared off on the first fighter-
bomber mission of the invasion— ior-
ming up by wing lights,

Back at Westover Field

“The time we have preparing for—*
thoughts of many flashed back to
Vi@mover Field, Mass., where a year
b o the 368th Fighter Group had
been activated with Lt. Col. Gilbert
L. Meyers commanding. A large num-
ber of.the persomne! of his previous

command, an OTU group, came to the [

group with him, After months of train-
ing a cadre in Florida, Crosscountry,
instrument, night flving, gunnery prac-
tice and Jrequent inspections, the
368th Group disembarked for overseas
on December 20th, 1943, wiih (he
reputation-as the “best-trained gronp
tarned out by the First Air Force.”

From Greenoock, Scotland, ithey
proceeded to their base at Greesham
Common, souiftwest of London, Janu-
ary 13, 1944, where the 382nd Ser-
vice Squadron had the base prepared.
Finding they were assigned to the
Ninth Air Force, the group began a
tactical training program— “Hank'
Mazur bailed out in a snow storm,
officers and enlisled men got passes
to London. Some pilots went to Ttaly,
some flew with ihe 56th Fighler
Group, seme trained in Scotland.

March 14, 1944, saw the {irst coni-
bat mission, an uneventiul fighter
sweep over the French coast. Next
dav the group moved to Chitholton,
twalve miles above Winchester, a for-
mer ‘RAF base in the “Battle of Bri-
tain'.

Farli- operations included fighter
sweeps, c¢scort, dive-hombing, and
strafing Missions to targets in Frauce
and Belzium, the “rocket coast” at
Pas de Calais.

Meet the Laftwaife

ie first aerial encounter on March
2, sulted in claims of 3 destroved,
13l able and 3 damaged. As the
davs lengthened crews worked loug
hours, the group ilew two missions
sometimes three a day. Objectives at
Somain, Turceing, Aliove, Pas de Ca-
lais, St- Gislain, Arras, Cambrai, Tour-
naj, Nawur, were dive-bombing tar-
sets early in May. Major General E.
R. Ouesada visiied the field to deco-
rate 44 pilots with the Air Medal and
Colonel (il Mevers, promoted the day
before, with the DFC.

On the night of May 15, 1944, flares
suddenly appeared over the field
Enemy hombers came over, damaging
ten of the groups aircrait. Air raid
warnings became nightly, officers and
men got up to look at the long red
beads of ack-ack tracers ahove Sout-
hampton, target of Luitwaffe attacks.
May 27 the group destroyed 27 loco-
m s in France. Colonel Mevers
t@out *buzz bombing® and fighter-
bom tactics in a CBS broad-
cast from London. May 29 the group
flew the longest mission on its re-
cords— to Hannover, Germany.

Thest came the attacks on the Seine
river bridges. Lt. Col. Frank S. Perego
led & mission May 30 which destroved
two and put a third out of commis-
sion at Flbeui ant Pont de L’Arche-
June 3the group attacked an ammuni-
tion and fuel dump at Domiront— Lt
Clarence L. Staton coming back with
pieces of rail ties in his cowling aud
eniine. June 4th crews received or-
ders to paint the planes with black
and white stripes on wings and tail-
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hit by flak as their bombs knock ed
down two bridges.

The Naval Guns Flashed

In the morning coolness of Juns 6,
Lt. Col. Perego led the 395th Squa-
dron_Lack jrom Normaady, buzzing
the field.

“The Naval guns were ilagshing as
they laid on their barrage. We saw
gliders on the peninsula. Buncles of
LST’s and boals are crossing like flocks
oi sheep”, he commented.

That aiternoon Col. Meyers received
a call from General Quesada. Omaha
beachhead was wnder severe fire from
enemy guns- The armorers loaded
irag bombs as the pilots were briefed
to attack by gun flashes. That eve-
ning they reported a dozen or morc
gun positions bombed, some silenced.
showers of ground fire indicating ene-
my strength. Next day the squadrons
took ofi at dawn in relays to bomb
and strafe everything they could see
at low level— the situation on (hnaha
beachliead was critical-

Eleven missions were flown Let-
ween 4 a. m. and midnight June 7,
with pilots, armorers, aechanics, and
clerks consmmed with an intense an-
xiety and delermination as they eag-
erly sought news ot the flghting which
at times was scarcely 100 yards irom
the beach. Baitle damage irom light
flak and small arms fire was heavy.
Sgt. “Lanky™ Peers counted 28 holes
in his plane, Col. Meyers flew back
with more than 20 bulled holes— ad-
mitted being scared. The 36Sth Group
incurred hali the battle damage in
Ninth Air Force that day— the 395th
could muster only 11 planes for their
tast mission. Mechanics covered bul-
let holes with fabric, let the small
ones go until a later date. The Ser-
vice team worked nights putting planes
back in shape.

“We've had a big day—"

Landing aiter his third mission and
eight hours flying that day, Major
Paul P. Douglas said: “Where we
found more enemy convoys and ve-
hicles than we could hit this morning,
we could find none on the roads
tonight. I we Tradn’t been out there
hitting their troop concentrations, stra-
fing their couvoys, I'm convinced the
roads would have been jammed io-
night and our troops faced with much
more mechanized equipment and
troops that ever got 1p to the beach-
head today. Iustead of them, our toys
are moving up.*

The group flew 289 sorties the first
two days of invasion, claimed 398
mechanized vehicles destroyed or da-
maged:. A few days later Colonel
Mevers received a commendation on
pehali of General Montgomery, Allied

That afternoon Col. Mevers led the
group to Rouen where his plane was

Commander on the Béachhead. "It i3

possible if not probable that fighter
bomber ciiorts were in a large part
responsible for the Allied attacks on
this beachhead continbing-*

General Queseda added: "History
may show that vou saved the day.”

Crews preilighted planes at 2 a.m.
for beach lkead patrols which pilots
described as an hour and half of
blind flying before the first crack of
dawn.* Crewchiefs Richards, Bailey,
and Downs were summoned out of
bed Ly Flight Chiel Grifiiths exactly
five minutes aiter they had hit the
sack— many others went without
sleep to keep their planes in shape.

June 12 Maior Randall W. Hendricks
led the 397th behind the lines to strafe,
bhounced {iiteen Fw190s and shot dowa
four himseli, Next day Captain Romine
oi the 396th got two, Captain Parrish,
Lts. Larsen and Olson scored a day
laier- The evening of June 13 Lt
Col. Perego led the 397th in landing
on a newly completed strip on the
beachhead to rearm and refuel for
the first operationa landing by Ameri-
can planes in France.

Oii to France

The advanced echelon, headed bv
“Rice's Raiders®, leit Tfor Southhamp-
ton June 12, crossing the channei i
LST's to disembark during an air raid
at 2 a, m- June 15. Squadrons took nif
from England in the morning, opera-
ted from the ntew strip in France, and
returned at night for several davs.
Col. Mevers, flying to the new base.
dropped  belly tanks containing his
field equipment and other supplies in
the Channel. Robombs began to hit
Eugland, one not far from our base.

June 19 the planes landed at Strip
No. 3 at Cardonville, the first group to
Le based on the continent. Evervone
busied himseli in sparetime in foxhole
jmprovements. Nighily the throbbing
engines of enemy planes could be
heard above the din of ack-ack.
Enemv bombs were wide of the mark.
Red chains of ack-ack tracers laced
the night skv From the front lines. at
times less than 10 miles away, the
booming thunder of artillery ro'led
back, night and day. Stories of sai-
pers, counter-atiacks, and rumors be-
came ridiculous. Drv runs on field
defense were held. A wild gas alarnn
arising irom fumes drifting in from the
beachhead, disturbed the guards, awa-
kened the camp, sent soldiers scur-
rving for masks. caused Col- Mevers
tn instruct ON's fto restore order
K rations and 10-in-1 were the regular
dief.

Bomb Cherbourg Forts

Pilots were briefed for targets fourjo

minutes from base, dive-bombed with
1000 pounders to help reduce the for-
tified hills around Cherbourg- Yank
magazine reporied work of the group
with the 79th and 4th division in the
Cherbourg campaign as typical Air

Support.  Juie 29 Major Harold P.
Sparks led the 396th io dive-bowmb a
fort in Cherbourg harbor, stubLornly
resisting for two days aiter the city
fetl. As doughboys watched from the
docks, the squadron scored direct hits
and near misses— the enemy iroops
ran up a white flag.

Julv 2 Lieutenant General Lewis
H. Brereton visited the base, pinaned
DFCs on Lt Cois. Perego, Quimby,
Haesler, Douglas and Captain Thomas
N. Montag- In the next few weeks
the squadron supported ground force
drives for La Have du Puits and St
Lo. Major General Coliins, VIl carp.,
sent his commendations jor excellent
close support bombing at “Hill 131"
The rear ground ecchelon arrived
Julv 3, dug bigger and better jox
holes, listened fo stories of air raids.
four-hour ack-ack barrages, cider and
calvados, suiliciently embellished Ly
members of the advance party.

Otio Plessner of Life spent seve-
ral days on the base painting tvpical
scenes. The squadrons played soithail
in the warm summer evenings, pilots
scrounged dilapidated cars and babv
tanks.  Spitiires pursned MEN9's
among the clouds over tlie base one
ajternoon. Channel fog rolled in, to
the desperation of Ops oificers. A long
parade of RAF bombers ilew over one
evening, turning among the bhiack
bursts of flak in sight of the base,
coming tack 300 feet overhead.

Bombers at St. Lo

July 25 Colonel Meyers briefed the
pilots on a concentrated attack west
of St.Lo. The 368th group was cho-
sen to team with tanks in spearhea-
ding a break-through. At noontims
officers and men watched the forma-
tions of heavy and medium bombers,
winging over in endless iundreds, saw
winging in their bomb-run, saw some
plunge down in trails oi smoke. Later
the squadrons took oiff to dive-bomb
targets in the area, reported long co-
Tumns of massed American tanks and
armor with cerise panels. -

Next day, taking oif in flights of
four to provide armored column cover,
pilots found the tank columns moving
cautiously, threading through the gap
in enemy lines. As tank columns sna-
ked forward on the roads, Lt. Col
Haesler radioed a tank commander:
”Come on, get those iron buggies ro'
ling. T) take care of anything that’s
ahead of you” The fighter bombers
flew low, bombed and sirafed everv-
thing they could, as the tank columns
speeded up, teached Canisy, pushed

n.

July 27 the armored columins were
on the move, thev asked fighter-bom-
bers to hit enemy tanks and gums, w0
strafe the roads and srout the hedge-
rows. Captain J. J. McLachlan an”
Captain John W. Baer jound two

Tiger tanks hotding up a column of
American armor. Dive bombing, they
scored only near misses. Not expec-
tiong to do much damage, they straied
the Tigers, shuttling back and forth in
the road. One burst in to flames irom
external fuel tanks— the other even-
tualiy began to explode, “shooting out
red balls like flares and firecrackers.”
That evening pilots reported taiks
advancing into Couwtances. Lt Cof
Haesler commented:- "German veliicles
are scrambling souti. When we o
down to strafe, thev stop, iwnp out,
and rem like hell for ihe ditches.
They're all suafoo.”

Taming the Tigers

In two davs with the armored co-

luinns the group damuzed and destrn-
ved 107 enemy tanks and 155 MTs.
The flak ‘was intense, the low-level
atlacks were costly, several veteran
pilots failed to return. A dayv or so
later Captain McLachian bailed out
between the lnes, hid for six hours,
and was picked up by an American
pairol.
_ The planes and tanks were welded
into a smooth combat {eam. Mafor
Hendricks led a "perfect mission™ —
five targets were hit with sixteen
bomts, sometimes onlvy 300 vards
ahead of the rolling tauks.

Lt. Col. Henry R. Quimby beltv-lan-
ded his flak-dumaged plane near Dom-
front August 3 and was hiddem by
French civilians as American patiols
came up and took lim to a hospital.
A few days Tater word was received
that Capfain Leary was hospitalized
as a result of having uis jeep hit by
an "88" near Mortain; both were eva-
cuated to England. Major Walton B-
Ten Eycke went home, a veteran of
two wars.

”Poodle caling Thunderholts—*

Teamed_ with the Third Armored
division of the U. S. First Army, the
Squadrons bombed and strafed in the
Falaise encirclement. On August 12
the group dazstroyed 160 tanks, armo-
red cars and trucks, damaged many
more. General Quesada sent a mes-
sage: "You and your men are contri-
buiing to what may be the beginning
of the end.”*

Flying had been steadily at the rate
oi 30 to 40 missions a dav, flak was
the most dangerous pilots Iiad encoun-
tered. The Service team worked long
hours. Mechnics of the 395th conver-
ted the first “piggy back.”” Major
Sparks was named commander of the
395th. A day later Captain Moniag
was killed in action: evervoue felt
grimly the loss of "a pilot’s pilot**

Attacking on the Seine to hap
more of the enemy- the group bombed
barges and bridges, sank vessels,
strafed retrealing jorces, as the ad-
vanced echelon moved to Chartres
just as Paris pas liberated.
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Paris,

FivinziromChartres for the first time
Augast 2y, the syuadronsTound the Third
Armored ar Meaux on the Marne easi
of Paris. flew on ahead {0 destroy
retreating encmy convoys. The 396th
pagzed 130 M {*s un one mission, the
397th 10 on another, the 395th beat
disw gun positions and armored resi-
<tance at the Marne. The Thunder-
Bolt-tank ombat leams swept on e
Spjssons, Keius, Laon.

Lt Cot Paul P. Douglas declared
e encmy is helatedl ¥ irying to
moye nut Enpertant storages of war
material. We  love  never Tefore
canghl such hevev trucks and trailers
loaced with somunition and fuel this
Cose b the lines:™

“fhe enemyv is apparently trying
ty disenzuge w ground forces and
retreat abead of the fighter-bomber
artachs™, Col. Mevers surmised-

Ah, Parce— Gay Parce

Septemter L enlisted men_ and
aiticeis were given passes to Paris,
returned o regale their less fortunae
fettn s, with glow ing zccounuts: Beanti-
ful girls, parisne, wine, cogunac, thon-
sands of hicveles— “You, just say
"Ry lour” wud they stop and talk
with vag, then o whole crowd gathers.
You et imagine, it's the most won-
derfid, the st marvelous— what a
place. girls on meveles

Lt Col Hueder was named Group
eperations  nificer, Major Hendricks
hecame contnsader of {he 397th. The
Chaplain  held services in Chartres
Cathedral. Tie advanced echelon Teit
jor Laon-Athies September 7-

Flving in advaace of the Third Ar-
mored Division on September 3, ilie
397 squadron discovered a huZe
concentration of enemy vehicles at
Maubenge and Mons- Enemy tanks,
vehicles, and horse-drawn artillery
retreating irom Northern France, finad
the roads for miles. The Squadrons
mowed down horses. set trucks und
armored cars on fire, sent enemy

Brussels - Ooh lala - -

aitacks in close coordination with the
VI Corps- Rain was frequent, days
arew shorter, the group was moved
into barracks for winter quariers.
Buzz bombs were seen going over at
night.

Lientenant General Hoyt S- Vanden-
berz, Ninth Air Force Commander,
visited the base, awarded DFCs to
eleven pilots.

November 2 Lt- Col. Perego became
Group Commander as Col. Mevers
was made Ops officer at IX TAC. Lt
Col. Douglas was appointed deputy-
group comumander, Major Hendricks
went to 1X TAC operations, Maior
Thomas J. Carbine was appointed €O
of the 397th, Major Deunis Crisp co
of 396th - Lt. Col. Quimby visited the
group before departing jor the US-A.
Maijor "Dick” Leary returned  jor
combat flving and was assigned to
307th as operations ofiicer. Ted Ma-
lone and William Randolph Hearst Jr.,
visited the base, becane the first radin
and newspaper correspondents to
make combat ilights with P-47 Thum-
derbolis, which they described in Blue
Network radio broadcasts and special
articles in the Hearst papers.

Enemy planes were enconntered
over the Aachen-Duren sector attemp-
tinz to ward off fighter-bomber attacks
on ground troops- "Some of {hosz
Jesries are okl timers— pleny good,”
Captain “Hank" Mazur said about
enemy pilots. Scveral oi our pilots
did not relurn from encounters.

Rail-cutting, building-busting, and
rocket-iiring niissions in ctose conrdi-
nation with grownd forces were usual
operations. Pilots reported blowing
up trains of anxmunition and tanks,
hitting gun positions and blowing the
gun crews washing sky high, bombing
Eschweiler, Stelberg, Julich. Durca
Fiving weather was bad, missions had
to be off by 2:30 to te back by dark.
Many spent a day off in Brussells. Li
Col. Douglas went home on leave.

troops scattering.

At the end of e day the 368th had
rozed. 204 trncks, and 230 borse-

Wayland radioed to a squadron mate:
»Come on up here, T've got three of
‘em cornered-* Coming in to give hism
2 hand, pilots found Li Wayland
firing at one plane with two othera
»eornered® on his fail. All three wer
shot down.

Christmas and New Years found ihe
group seiting up in the rain and snow
on a windswept flying field- Service
Team fruck convoys were strafed by
enemy planes envoute. The rear echie-
ion reached Juvincourt airdrome neir
Reims, just before the advanced pasty
proceeded o Metz-

Lt. Col. Lemuel K. Gorrel and other
persomnel were at the Metz airdrom2
when thirty ME10Y's made 2 daviizht
straiing attack- At Metz, the German
street names, the former German bar-
racks, the cold weather, snow covercd
ground, almost bare sireets, unsmiling
Givilians were in grim contrast to the
iriendiv atmosphere of Belgium.

The Official Score Board

March 14, 1944 to May 9, 1945
Missions: 1406 Sorties: 17,455
des prob dam
Enemy Aircrait (Air) 144 13 39
Enemy Planes (Gr) 98 15 125
Tanks 499Nes 002 dam
Armored Veh 250 32,
Motor Transp 6863 27947
Horse Veh 683 99
Locomotives 700 213
Freight Cars 3174 4271
Railcuts 475

"

Garry getting four. At one point Lt}

Battle damage was heavy the first
weeks of January, crews had trouble
starting engines on the coldest mor-
nings. Several crewmen were injnred
by a mine. Enemy planes were being
encountered cver the Saar, airborne

alert Hights patrolled
T st s S0 A0 G

above the_ field:
ZOTICITAY 2 D23

were killed at work-*

305t to Frankiurt,

Remagen bridgehead.
307th, thev shot down

a party at a Metz Tiotel.

The ground crews
speed refueling and
takmg off to_cover
advance io Koblenz.,

minules after landing.

circlement. March 25, as
aroup. The 397th
in

zot

mand of the 395th.

Major Talbot became

oificer.

Worms were cancelled.

366th Squadron, the 397th knocked sut
an enemy cammand post in a castle

where “advanced echelon personuel

March 14 Lt. Col. Donglas led the
intercepted 50
enemy fight3r-bombers headed for the
Joined by ‘he
10 without loss,
as Col. Douglas claimed three. Thus
cuthused, oificers celebrated the first
anmiversary in combat operations

Cracking the Saar

worked at top
rearming_ planes
the Third Armv
then i
Kreuznach. The 396ih crews
their planies were taking ofi again five
Pilots were
getting in wore fiying time than ever,
On March 23 the 397th set new squa-
dron records for destruction of enemy
vehicles and armor as the Third ans
Seventh Armies closed the

o

On April 2 Lt. Col. Paul P. Douglas!
left for [X TAC to take command oi
the 36th Fighter group. Lt Col. Sparks
was appointed deputv commanae:,
operations
Missions were longer,
307th flew one of 3 hours 8 minutes:
Expected moves to Wiesbaden and,

Move to Germany

The advanced echelon

Frankfurt April 9 to establis|

Riein-Main

received lis

airdrome.
ts PE:

U695

moved {0
h base at
Colonel Perego
agles” April

.

clai

Saar en-
the Third
leaped the Rhine and sped to Frank-
furt, the squadrons  added 45 tanks,)
233 MTs and 148 ireight cars fo tne
scoretoard- March 24t had set a
tecord  of 184 sorties flown by the
had missions «destro-
ving more than 100 enemv veh
jor 11 consecufive davs. Some pilois
100 hours combat time i
Alarch.Maior Mazur left tor the States,
Maior Marsha! E. Mumaw took com-

with

Ba:d
imad

icles

(1

the

368th Hg- EM
Hold Lead In
Sofiball Toutney

The sharp crack of hickory and the
dull thud of cowhide on leather re-
sounded over the four soitball dia-
monds, opposite the 397th dispersal
area, as the Group Soitball ‘Tourna-
ment began on Friday May 18th, 1945.
Although rained interfered with the
schedule of sixfeen games, eleven
games were played up to Wednesday
of last=week. The 397th won a for-
feit irom ihe 1221st Quartermaster for
not appearing ou the day schedule.
The 36Sth H.Q. enlisted men bla-
sted the 397th Officers’ Team 13-7 and
trimled the Group Oificers’ Team gog
o put titem in first place. The Sﬁ
Service Squadron shut out the 359
E. M. 3-0, while the Firefighters,
20th MR&R, sith Headquarters E. M.
won one victory apiece irom the
1814th Ordnance Co. 5-4. the 84ih Team
B Ofiicers 18-7, and the 396th Oifi-
cers 15-4 respectively.
The $59 Chemical Co. lost a heart-
breuaking one-hitter to the 395th “Pan-
zer Dusters® by a score of 1-0 but
eked out a 4-3 descicion from the
365t H. (0. Officers’ team, when in
the latter hali of the 5th inming two
singies and a double brought i what
prove to be the wimning The
307th Ofiicers scored six ruas in the
first inning to blast the 395th Oiiicers
11-6. The 396tk E. M. bunched twelve
hits to heat out the 1Si4th Ornance
by a score of 4-3.

STANDING OF THE TEAY

TEAM
368th E. M.
397th E.M.
352nd Service Squadron
Firefighters
29th MR&R
s4th H.Q. E.M.
397th Officers
396th E. M.
859 Chemical Co.
395th E. M.
395th Oificers

1221 Quartermaster
3951l Officers
s4th Team B Ofiicers
368ih H. Q. Oiiicers

1514 Ordnance i
Sgt. J. E. Alequim

1S
W

Continued from pg.2

11th.




4h, Farew ~ Gay Paree

soae tor b onlisted men ang
o passes to Paris,

wvine, cognac, thon-

w-— "Yon, just say
e b J they stop and talk
witly v, tier awhole crowd gathers,
Yo cant mewine, it's {he most won-
derird, the miest marvelous— what a
place. wrhs an hieveles.”

Lt. Col. Haesler was named Group
eperations oircer, Major Hendricks
became commander of the 397th. The
Chaplain  Mheld  services in Chartres
Cuthedral. ‘1ie advanced echelon leit
jor Laon-Athies Sepieniber 7.

Flying in advance of the Third Ar-
mored Division on September 3, the
397th squadron discovered a luge
concentration of enemy vehicles at
Maubeuge and Mons- Enemy tanks.
vehicles, and horse-drawn artillery
retreating from Northern France, lined
the roads for miles. The Squadrons
mowed down lorses. set trucks and
armored cars on fire, sent enemy
troops scattering.

At the end of thte day the 368th had
destroyed 294 trucks and 230 horse-
drawn vehicles 1o lead, the Ninth Air
Force groups. Total claims for 1X
TAC were 919 trucks, 757 horse-
drawn vehicles, 59 armored cars. The
Third Armored Division roundet up

20000 prisoners cut off from retreat

Later the Grovup was to receive the
Distingnishead Unit Ciatation for its
periormance that day-

September $ tho group flew to Brest
to dive bomb enemy guns and forts,
Near Liege September 10 a flight of
the 396th squadron led by Captain
Charles W. Romine attacked a con-
centration of 500 enemy iroops and
killed or wounded 300 ta 400. On
September 11 the 397th was attacked
by 35 enemy planes east of Verviers,
near the German torder. Captain
Talbot attacked 15 alone, shot down
two of them bejore his plane was set
on fire and he parachuied into a Bel-
gian towit.

Escort Tanks into Germany

From Laon the squadrons attacked
with the Third Armored as they cros-
sed the German border and captured
the first German town o comc into
Altied hands south of Aachen. All the
rear echelon had not reached Laoa
heiore the advanced echelon leit for
Le Culot, Belgium. Captured German
food supplies were received at Laon
for tations. A gasoline 3upply leit at
the airdrom= was used for motor
velicles. Fleven enemy troops had
been captured in the woods affer the
first group personnel arrived. Some
enlisted men joined the FFI in sear-
ching nearby woods ior enemy troops.
Natives told of the German garrison
moving out fourteen hours ahead of
the American tanks, just a few davs
bejore the 368th group began moving
in.

October 2 the move to Chievres
Belgium, was made. The Service
team and group trucks had been shutt-
ling for a month on these moves.
Qctober 6 the 396:h attacked Briet-
scheid airdrome, across the Rhine
Chaims were 22 planes destroyed,
9 probable, and 4 damaged on the
ground.

Passes to Brussels tezan October
01. "Just like Paris, night clubs. gosd
beer, ice cream. periume, lots of
people speak English, the first visi-
tors reporied.

"That’s a flying bomb*

The group dive-Lombed targets at
Aachen, received a commendation for

Lenmbat fising and was

4'v their less fortunae!
§ accounts: Beautj-§

g tnr
i 1 assimed o
35Tt as aneratwms ofitcer. Ted M
tone and William Randaiph Hearst Jr.,
visited the base, becume the firstralin
and newspaper correspondents 49
make combat flights with P-47 Thun-
derholts, which they described in Blue
Network radio broadeasts and special
ariicles in the Hearst papers.

Enemv planes were encountered
over the Aachen-Duren sector attemp-
ting to ward off fighter-bomter attacks
on ground troops- “Some of thos:
Terries are old timers— pleny good,”
Captain "Hank" Mazur said abont
enemy pilots. Several of our pilots
did not return from encounters.

Rail-cutting, building-busting, and
rocket-firing miissions in ciose coordi-
nation with grouud jorces were usual
operations. Pilois reported blowing
up trains of ammunition and tanks,
hitting gun positions and blowing the
gun crews washing sky high, bombing
Eschweiler, Stolberg, Julich, Duren-
Fiving weather was bad, missions had
fo be off by 2:30 to Le back by dark.
Many spent a day off in Brussells. Lt.
Col. Douglas went hiome an leave.

Pilois were aroused early one mor-
ning in mid-December, hurried to ihe
briciing room to incredulously listeit
ta reports of an enemy breakthrongh.
Weather limited operations. Passcs
and days off were canceiled, guards
doubled. Missions taking off to attack
enemy spearkeads were hounced by
enemy fighters. Eleven planes were
shot down December 17, (]Zaptain Wil-
fiam M. Kerr. shot down four, damagcd
a fiith. The afiernoon of Dec. I7th
the 397th destroved 119 tanks and
MT’s on one mission at St. Vith.

Leary Stops Column

[ you can stop that colum we may
be able to hold the town all night,”
the beleagured ground controlier had
radiced from St Vith. Major Dick
Learv in a gallant one-man aerial
attsck made eight passes througn the
ilak, destroved several tanks and a
dozen or more vehicles. St. Vith held
out for five days.

squadrons were dispatched on nrgent
missions despite impossible flyng

Major Dennis Crisp led the 396th on
instruments as a controller plotted his
course. Through a break in the clouds
e saw iwo serman armored combat
teams of thirty tanks and armored
veliicles each.

The ”Thunder Bums® destroved 12
tanks, damaged and immobilized 18
more, shot up a score of armored
vehicles and mobile flak guns. Next
day thev learned thev had heiped o
stop the enemy colums at Stavelot,
cuihing off a thrusi northward toward
Liege behind the U. S. First Army.
The example stands in records as 2
classic of tactical airpower haliing an
armored gronund force.

Fog and rain bound the planes 1o
the ground dav ajter dav. Enemv
planes strafed the field and the high-
way running alongside. The dull thun-
der of artillerv fire could now he
feard night and dav. The group was
placed under the XiX Tactical Air
Command, ordered fo move to France.
The advanced echelon leit for Reims.

A Record Day in Air

Taking off the morning of Decem-

ber 23 the 396th led by Maijor Johnaie

Baer encountered enemy planes altac-
king American bombers, claimed 13

led by Captain James M. “Poison”
Tvev, was tounced bv I8 enemv

planes shot down— Lt William I

W As Merp, te By
Carpeet naries, e former (ermu
i racks, the ool weather, sunw eoversd
ground, afmnst hare streets, pnsmiliyg!
civilians were in grim comtrast to fe
riendly atmasphere of Belgum.

The Official Score Board

March 14, 1944 to May 9, 1945
Missions: 1406 Sorties: 17,455
des prob dam
Eneniy Aircrait (Air) 144 13 59
Enemy Planes (Gr) 9§ 15 125
Tanks 499 Des 602 dam
Armored Veh 280, 32,
Motor Transp 6865 , 2747 .

Horse Veh 683 ,, 99,
Locomotives 700 ,, 213 ,
Freight Cars 3174 ,, 4271 ,
Railcuis 475

Battle dunage was heavy the first
weeks of January, crews had trouble
starting engines on the coldesi mor-
nipgs. Several crewmen were injured
by a mine. Enemy planes were being
encountered cver the Saar, airborne
alert fights patrolled above the field
Attacked by 50 to 60 enemy planes,
Jamuary 14 over Germany, the 397th
squadron reported six pilots missng
in action. Major Harold P. Sparks
went home on feave, Major Henry I
Mazur Llecame commander of the
395th squadroi.

Buldge Cleaned Up

On Jauuary 22nd the squadrons
attacked the reireating enemy colummns
in the Prum-Vianden area as the Ar-
dennes salient collapsed, shooting up
507 enemv armored vehicles and
trucks, to lead the heavy destruction
bv Ninth Air Force {actical groups.
Next day, [39 more vehicles wece
added o the score- On February 1,
letters were received from Genzral

reduction of the Ardennes salient.

Passes o Paris were something "to

The afternoon of December 18 the[jgck forward too A gyvmnasinm wits

found in Metz by special service: a
basketball tournament arranged. dances

Civilians hecame more numerous and

was wateryv, wine scarce, schnapps

pool. Furloughs to England werz
drawn by lottery.

February 10 the 395th squadron
destroved the Bullay bridge, which

Army aitack on the Moselle river,

b 3 S SR
gerung in mre fving time thas ever
On March 23 tie 397ih el new Squa-|
Jdron recards tor destruction of enemy
velticles and armor as thie Third ans
Seventh Armies closed the Saar en-
circlement. March 25, as the Third
feaped the Rhine and sped to Frank-
furt, the squadrons added 45 tanks.
243 MTs and 148 freight cars to he
scoretoard. March 24th had -set &
record of 184 sorties flown by the
group. The 397th had missions destro-
ving more than 100 enemv vehictes
for 11 consccutive davs. Some pilots
2ot in 10N hours combat time in
March.Maior Maznr-left tor the States,
Maior Marsha! E. Mumaw fook com-
mand of the 395th.

On April 2 Lt. Col. Paul P- Douglas
leit for IX TAC to take command Gi
the 36th Fighter group. Lt. Col. Sparks
was appointed depuiv conumande:,
Major Talbot became operations
oificer. Missions were longer, the
397th ilew one of 5 hours 8 minutes.
Expected moves tn Wiesbaden and
Worms were cancelled.

Move to Germany

The advanced eclielon moved to
Frankiurt April 9 to establish base ut
Rhuein-Main airdrome- Colonel Persgo
received liis ”Eagles” April 11th.
April 15th, pilots hegan attacking
caemy transportation in  Czechi
slovakia. “They're geiting fighter-
bomber paralvsis® Lt Col. Carbine
comented- April 16 they shot up 57
enemy planes on the ground, got two
"iet jobs* in the Air. April 17th the
squadrons destroved 71 locomotives
damaged 20 more for a new rtecord
in one dav.

A large share of the group was
muartered in houses and apartments 2!
Zeppelinheim— a village at the field.
A hevy of automobils showed up at
the base, noon time around the mess
tents “looked like a baseball game.
Suddenlv they disappeared. Gl
scrounged wine, some ‘hunted boar

Patfon commending the work in theland deer in the woods. Oificers col-

lected models of the Grai Zeppelin.
A Focke-Weli 190 flew in fo surrender,
An Me 109 casme over and strafed.

Pilots attacked foris and enemy
auns as the armies crossed the Da-

weather, Thrzading through the cloudsfon Sunday uights were schedided-{puhe. The squadrons were soon flving

their limit to keep up with the Third

more Iriendly, cafés opened, the beer|army spearheads in Austria. Captain

Oliver S. Rverson led the 396th in

fiot, The curfew advanced from 8 pm. | aptacking an underground plant near
to 9 then 10. and 11. Group persomnel| Aypich.  The explosion blew dehris
tock showers ata Metz swimming|inig clouds 7.000 feet above. “must’ve

heen V-2 propellant, or something like
that, pilots said.

On to Bavaria

bombers had aimed at for months-§ The scheduled moves tn Furth, fhexn
Februarv 23. supporting the ThirdyRoth were cancelied. then the advan

ced echelon left for Buchschwabach

the group, raced Ly the 397th, destro- helow Nurnberz. Major Taltot weat

ved or damaged 128 tanks, 416 MT's home, Lt Col. Carbine was named
and 6 Jocomotives, next dav added 43} 9r0up operations officer. Major John

The air attacks helped crack the

conunendations.
“Have Another—"*

clifierent times ior the 396th’s work

centration preparing to counter atfack
at Sefferwich above Bithurg.

March 3, aitacks in the Trier sector

tanks, 243 MTs and 148 freight cars.}1- Tuitr hecame commander of the

397th. Major General Weviand visited

Welirmacht, General Pattow’s iamed|fhe hase. nresented  Sflver  Stars]
4h Armored Division broke trough. PFCs. Air Medals and Bronze Star

Mzior General 0. P. Wevland seat| Medals.

The souadrons flew recces in Cze-
choslovakia as V-E dav arrived—ilew
defensive pairols over the area the

March 1. a grovnd confrolfer offeredf, . . . T
Iy : i ““next day., On Mav 12 thev narlicio-
to buv Major Crisp a drink  threey 04 57y victory parade of XIX TAC

groups, were readv for a grand

i smashing an enemx armored con- narade of Ninth Air Force air power,
k k

which didn't materialize. After all
nersonue} arriverl at the new hase
Bavaria, Colone! Perren directed Sne-

in suppost of the Third Armv brouglt] cial service to zo alead with n Vie-
kot down. In the afternnon the 395th.{ commendations_from the corps comi-jtorv partv—harrels of win~ appeared.
maunders and General Patton for ex-{n GI show. the Group band. and more
cellent air cooperation. The VI Corps}than a thousand men indulzed in vie-
planes, then boxed bv 16 more. The|commended the 395th squadron for anjtnry comradeship. Points were addee

AN 4’;;3,.

i we foevr g Bieacts

N tter f e 395 TP
zer Insters® By g score of 1400 Do
eked ot a 4-3 descicion from the

AT H, (). Oifficers’ feun, wihen in

the latter half of the 5th inning two
singles and a double brought in what
prove io be the winning run, The

397th Ofiicers scored six runs in the

first Inning to blast the 395th Oiiicers
11-6, The 396th E=M. bunched twelve

hits to beat out the 1814th Ornance

by a score of 4-3.

1

29th MR&R 1

S4th H.Q. E.M. 1
397th  Ofiicers 1-1

390th E, M. 1

859 Chemijcal Co. 1

1

305th E. M, -
395th Oificers 0-1
1221 Quartermaster -1
3905tk Oificers 0-1
84th Team B Officers 0-1
368th . (). Ofiicers 0-2
1814 Ordnance 0-2

Sgt. J. E. Alequin:

Continued from pg. 2

... Fixing tclephone lines afier
they had been chewed on by cows
in the pastures at Normandy.

... Consecutive missions without
abortions. . .. 5/Sgt Larson of the
307th with 261 followed by Cuppini
of the same squadron with 259. .. .
Mohn leads the 395th with 242, . . .
Smith leads the 396th with 225,

... "Shorty® Baird, Joe Duily,
and "Nose* Galezynski refueling unit
operators of the 396th who fought
fires on gas trucks which might have
blown them ail io hell, or heaven,
as the case 1may be.

... The seven hour engine change
at Strip 3 by T/Sgt Marsh, and Staits
Emburv, Massie, Rogocki, and Stan-
jield all of the "Jabo Angels® . . . and
the 48 minute spark plug cthange by
TiSgt Watson, Peers, Swanson, 2
ster, and Sgt. Hernandez of the &
squadron.

... The »Thunder Bums® men on
the line who prepared flights of four
planes in five io ten minmutes. at the
beginning of March.

... TiSgt Thompson's and Straus-
ser’s “Panzer Dusters® electrical ar-
ming unit for P-47 bomb shackles.
They Yad to “borrow“ an arming
solenoid from a damaged B-26 to
prove [heir theory.

... The hour prop change during
which time the prop had to be de-
crated. assembled, and then rushed
over from the service team on a
cleat-track hoist by M/Sgt Owens
and Staiis Rogocki, Lagrone, Larson,
and Clancy worked on together
with OQwens.

... 396th “Manpower” Shelton’s
pnenmatic prop grease gun which
cut the greasing time for grej
from 2 hours to iive minutes.

fier ior Army field phones.

... 396ih Armament’s M/Sgt. Wil-
liams bomb loader which ecnabled
less men to load bombs in less time.

... The automatic carburetor air
filier conirol by Ist Lt. Condor and
ASgt. Waliace both of Group In-
spection.

... "The Kid“— That's what Stars
& Stripes, Tec. 31, 1944, dubbed
voung Potter of the 396th who joined
the Army when he was 15,... . Hash-

old age of 19.
... The shortest and jolliest man
on the line ... $/Sgt. Willie Aro of

hattle resulted in claims of 17 enemy|attack ai Murlenbach, the Fiith Tn-|up, bhets were made on the C.Ba.
fantry division seni a telelype to thelagainst the U. S. AL

fhe 397th ... He's a 30 year man,
and has about 23 under his belt.

STANDING OF THE TEAMS

TEAM w
368th E. M, 208
397th E. M, 1-0
382nd Service Squadron 1-0
Firefighters -0

. .. Group’s M/Sgt. Smith’s ampli-

mark® Potter has reached the ripe .

gk

ag 4%
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- HEADQU4RTERS
2%68TH FLGHTZR GROUP

AP0 141, U, S, amy
25 May 1945

SPECLAL ORDERS )
H
TUMBER 53 )

1, Par 6,.S50 42, this Hg, cs, pertaining to Aircraft iccident Investigating
Board is rescinded, .

2, Under the provisions of Part 17, USSTAF Reg 63-1, 20 Feb 45, an Aircrafi
sceident Investigating Board is established with members as follows:

Lt Col THOMAS J, CARBINE 0392748 AC President

Major DENNIS ORISP 0427531 4C Aircraft Accident Off
1st Lt 7IILIAM T, CONDER 0886330 4AC Iibmber

Major MARSHALL E. MUKW 0732315 4C 4&lternate member

Cept FOBERT MILLER 0680143 4AC A4lternate member
23 Lt JOE K, TALKER 01999387 AC Altemate member
¥Major DONALD 4. DAvVIS 0477248 MG Ex-officio non-voting member
Major LZO H, BaST 0913617 af Ex-officio non-voting member

Capt NEWIOY¥ I, STESRS JR 0865546 &C fx-officio non-voting member

3, Under the provisions of par 3a, AR 35-320, 17 Jun 43, the fol named
officers are aptd Class "A" igent Fin Officers, for oren indicated, to Maj ALAN
M, LANARD, 038221, FD, Accountable Disbursing Off, for the pmt of officers and
M regular and supplemental P/R for the month of Mey 1945:

L3 Capt DAVID F, FEINTHAL 0573037 AC Hq 368th Fighter Group
ist Lt SAMUEL R, SCHOFIELD 0582942 10 395th Fighter Squadron
Capt OTIS J. FOSTER 0486639 0 396th Fighter Squadron
1st Lt GEORGE B, GILL 0863973 4C Z37th Fighter Squadron
1st L+t ROBERT L, STABUX 01108342 CE 2137th Engr iwm F/F Platoon
Capt DaVID F, REINTEAL 0573097 AC 9th Flying Control Sg (P) Det F
1st Lt GEORGS B, GILL 0863573 AC Zlst Teather Sq Det R
1st Lt GZORGE E GILL 0863373 4G 0tk Mobile Com Sq Det R
1st Lt SAMUEL KUSHNER 6856309 A Hq & Hq Sq, Team "B"
1st It JAMES W. 7OODS 01636849 SC 1074th Signal Co Int &
1st Lt JOEN S, DRISCOLL 01593547 QMG -  382nd Air Service Squadron
ist Lt GRADY L. McMURTRY 01574983 ORD 1814th Ord S&{ Co &vn
1st Lt P4UL K, BORGES 01561033 QC 1221st QM Co Det &
ist Lt DALLaS D, ALSUP 015705 Qe 2400th Q¥ Trk Co 4w Pt &
\ Capt WALTER J, DINESEN 01635782 SC 29th MR&R Sq (H), Det &
- Capt RAVOND G, MERCHEADY 01036236 €75 8th Cml Co 40 Ikt &
QCapt RAYsOSD G, WERCEEADY 01036296 CiS 850th Cml Co 40 Less Det &
BY ORDER OF COLOMEL PEREGO:
OFFICIAL: / ; MAURICE D, POWELL,
et é;mf%& Capt., ir Cotps,
MAUBICE D. POWELL, tsst Aljutant,

Capt., Air Corps,
ssst adjutant,

DISTRLEUTION: . “-l-
: g RESTRICZED : /6




RESTRIGIEY

:

HEADQUARTER.
368TH FICGHT=R GROUP

7O 141, U. S. Army
21 May 1945

SPECI/I ORDERS )

NUMBER 55)

1., Fol named officers are granted seven (7) days leave of absence, WP Nice,
Fr, o/a 1 June 1945, Upon arriving =t Hice Strip, officers will report to USRRA,
Operations Tent for transportation to Cannes, Fr, whereat they will report to
€O, USRRA, Martinez Hotel. Upon compl of this leuve, they will ret to proper orgEn.
TDN by MT, mil acft or roil. 60-115 P 432-02 4 22/50425, AUTH: Lir, Hq ETOUS.
file iG 354.1, Subj: "United States Riviera Recrectionsl irea,” 8 Jan L5,

Major STANMLEY C. JOHNSON JR 0582662 &iC (Ir chorge)
Capt. ROY D. C:RLSON 0678830 AiC
Capt OSWALD DORIA 01640399 AC
Capt MARVIN E. WARD 083733 AC

1st Lt AUSTIN H. CARR 0582662 AC

2, Fol named EM, Sq indicated, having bsea grunted a fur fo~ o o
seven {7) days, o/a 1 June 1945, are auth to procecd from Lhis Ha - A |
Recreational Area, reporting thereat to CO, ATSCE, Leave llotels. Advaicu Jet,
AFO 772, in accordance w/Ltr, Hq, Ninth AF, Suvj: “Leaves in UF Div
ticnal Area®, 25 Apr 45, DN by MT, mil acit ov vail. & 375 £ 4T

50425,

M 5gt Jay W, Jones 39167254 327¢h Fr Sq
M Sgt Bdward A. Long 3ELE3CRY >5%h The Sg
M Sgt Claude L. Williams 3902222 $GiLh FEes g
T Sgt Ralph J, Petro , enth Fhr S
S Sgt Alfred Stecklein 170095 i

(Travel dir is pursuant to auth containrci in Tiv, g Furopeat T0, USA, file 300.4
HPM, 22 Nov hk)

BY OHDER CF COLUTEL L7a3G0:

11.U1CE D, FOVELL,
, Air Corps,

OFFICIAL:

-~

N
7 /7 auhett />7ﬂ/'¢“£
MAURICE D. POWELL,

Capt., Air Corps,
Aissistant Adjutant.

DISTRIBUTION: -1-
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