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2010 Reunion in Phoenix Arizona 

Plans have been made and reunion information is included with this newsletter. If you have any questions about the 2010 reunion, you are encouraged to call any of the organizers who are listed in the reunion packet. We acknowledge two Veterans in this issue’s Folded Wings. I would like to extend my apologies to the families for not including these tributes in the February newsletter.

Folded Wings

We learned Deforest “Skip” Townsend passed away in the spring of 2009 from his son Eric. Townsend was with the 382nd Air Services Squadron and helped keep the 368th in the air from the beginning. He was on the ground in Cardonville when the first P-47 landed. Skip was with the 9th when it arrived in England and mustered out from Straubing, Germany.

Alva Jack Coker’s wings were folded on Oct. 17th, 2009. He honorably served his country as a decorated Staff Sergeant in the Army Air Corp, 9th Air Force, 368th Fighter Group, 395th FS, from 1941-1945. His obituary noted that his loving family survived him; in addition to listing them, it also included his “comrades left remaining of the ‘Greatest Generation.’” 

George Ohlman presented DFC 

Rep. Mike Coffman honored Air Force Lt. George Ohlman on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives. Coffman presented Ohlman with the Distinguished Flying Cross medal he was awarded for valor during WWII. On September 3, 1944, near Mons, Belgium, Ohlman lead his wingman in a strafing run on enemy positions. His aircraft received several direct hits but he continued the attack until out of ammunition. Ohlman flew more than 100 missions in WWII. Due to the chaos and confusion prevalent during war, he never actually received the medal. “Rectifying that oversight… was a great honor for me,” stated Coffman.

Archive Collection from Ruth Storms 

Only recently did the widow of Ed Storms make contact with the 368th Fighter Group Association. Ed Storms was part of the 368th FS. Ruth recently purchased The History of the 368th FG and was very please to see Ed pictured and mentioned in the book. She has decided to donate Ed’s artifacts from his years of service to the Group. They will be displayed at the upcoming reunion in Phoenix and then be added to the archives, in possession of Tim Grace, the Group historian.

368th Fighter Group DVD 

Due to arrive any day, SECOND TO NONE: The Video History of the 368th Fighter Group. This two-disk set is based on the book by the same name and written by 368th author/historian Dr. Timothy M. Grace. Disk One follows the Group's chronological history and legacy, gun camera footage, hundreds of photos, and authentic color combat action. Disk Two includes personal stories by 368th veterans, HQ and squadron photo galleries, nose art, POWs, a moving tribute to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, reunion photos, and more. To find out how to order the DVD, go to the web site: http://www.368thfightergroup.com.
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Katie Hanson Sings National Anthem

Katie Hanson (pictured right), daughter of Gerry Hanson and granddaughter of J.J. Hanson, sang the National Anthem on Memorial Day, 2010, in Floral Park, New York. Katie began volunteering her talent to local Veteran’s ceremonies when she was only nine years old. She is now 21.

2011 Reunion

It’s not too early to be thinking about where to have the next reunion for the 368th Fighter Group Association. If you are interested in hosting the 2011 reunion, please contact Randolph Goulding at (770) 436-4254 or by email at: mailto:Rgoulding@charter.net.
Final Note

Please forward any address changes, 368th information, and/or photos you’d like to share in upcoming newsletters to Jo Ann Grace at 1107 Genoa Ln., Carson City, NV, 89706, email: jo_anngrace@hotmail.com or by phone at (775) 721-9314 (cell) or (775) 884-3747 (home). If you have any personal stories related to the 368th FG, artifacts or historical photos you would like to place in the 368th FG archives, contact Tim Grace at (253) 988-3400, or email at ahilt7@msn.com. Randolph Goulding can be reached at (770) 436-4254 or by email at: mailto:Rgoulding@charter.net.
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