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395THR FIGHTER SQUADROK
off'ice of the Intelligence Officer

APO 585, U,S. Army
8 October 1944

STATEMENT
Combat
8 October 1944
368th Fipghter Group, 395th Flgnter Squadron
1415 hours
Aachen area

3/10 cumulus with slipght haze, high clirrus at 16,000 feet

Enemy aircraft { 1C FW 18C

3 -

Supporting Lt Caldwell's claim tor 1 prcbable destroyed ME 109

Or 8 August, I was flylng Flapper Purple number three, Our
flight was acting as top-cover for Flapper Green and Black Flights
which were carrying bombs, Our Flight was at about 15,000 feet
the vicinity of Aachen when Purple number two and four reported
two bogies at twelve o'clock high, They turned and started down
going by me at nine o'clock. ‘hey did not attempt to make & pass
at us but as I turned in an attempt to intercept them, I recogn-
1zed the first one as an ME 109, I called to my wingman to glve
chase after a second ocne, after giving a 7ood look intc the sun,

I drew closer, I recognized it as a FW 190 with a belly tank
tached, Thev saw us coming for they hit the deck and the ME

9 drouped his belly tank, the F¥ 190 retaining his belly tank,
My Flight Leader who was In a better position sterted clesing on
them but I could not because I had trouble getting rid of my belly
tank, I dropped behind and gave him and number two cover while
number four was covering my tail., At about 5,000 feet, I observ-
ed strikes on the ME 109's right wing, The FW 180 flew egbreast of
n1s leader at this time. Nelther of these planes tcok &ny evaslve
actton but hit the deck going due north, By this time Purple lead-
er had closed into good range and got more strikes on the ME 109's
%'ng. Then I saw ouffs of smoke coming out of this ME 109 at ir-
regular intervals, Purple leader called me to take over as his
gun sight went out but I could not close due to the drag of my
belly tank., We kept chasing them for a few more minutes but ny
low speed and & very bed haze I lost sight of the enemy alrcraft
and of my leader, I flew on ris number two man who also was drop-
ping back, Shortly after Purple Leader Lt Caldwell pulled up,
broke off combat and we returned to our area to complete our mis-
sion as top-cover,
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EDGAR M. McCRONE
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Element Leader




