SAFETY & FiLpe

TORTA STTOTRTT - ey
JE 14 ARMEY R AR




[ ER 4] LA . T

BBBIL TR A L b
Tfice oF bhe Intelligence . 2ficer

vonbab

2% Lwrll 1945

3686h- “ighter Groun, 390tk Fi; nter « juadron
d8bL hours

fhree ~iles dus iovbh ~1lenstock, Leoraany.
16/10 ovurcast 700 fesbt - vigibility 8 miies.
7ollser (eingle engine blpluns; :rvobably 5-7.
#ne {1} Tollser V7 destroyed.

G B2 pril I yas flvipe number four wosition in ¥lap-
ser ohibe fIL kb of bhe 595th Jighber »oaadron.  «¢ were re-~
turning from an arzed recocy mission in the viciniby of ira-
gue, wvzachoslovakia, and were in the vieinity of & Yown lster
dstormined ag ~ilenstoek, Usrmgny. Due bo adverse wveather,
the entire wyuadron was flying st viry low eltitude. I
slitited a single bi-lane ~ith conspleuous ialbese orosses
coringe down @ small ravine on z course approximabaly 180
degrees from our own. I called in over the & T, "Thare
£088 n Jerry reccy Flapper, white four.” “ohould I gk
hin®" The sjzuadron leader, LT DICUS, replied, ™ioger' and
at bthe samo blme iT J2TPY, whlte numbsr baree gaid, "I%'11
oover your tail.™ AL the tlae we were flying aboub 500
feat above the ground and bhe enemy sircrai't was perhags
100 Yeet below the sjyuadron. I did a Lizhb 180 degree bura
at the some time peinlng as much a2lbitude as wug expedient
due bo low clouds. :erhans 30 secomis later, I ayain sight-
ed the snremy airerafb off Lo ay vight hepdirg up =n small
valley below and eway from me. I called him oub on bhe ®/T
and wonb aftor him. The nilob Lad evidenbly soen me bub -
was unable Lo geb oub of bhe valley. He turnsd to bhe left
as I apzrogchsd and I fired a shorbt burst holding about &/4
radil lead ab about 80 degree deflection. Any rate of glose~
ure was very tast and I could net follow the 1ichtor alr-
eraft in the burn much longer. I was now aboub 75 degree




. - ~
(9] e

iaesunber Ve awb {Lon't;
LIAEGH, s iy - o)

daflgction so I puve Lig 18

fired & long burst. I saw good hits fron bhe cockyplt back
t the b411 and alss on 8 w nouse directly in line
with ~y line 32 five. Th 1: sag headed o7 a small
field surrourueq by tress and was balow tree lovel by this
time 1 nad o puil up sbrupbtly bo nee, from erasulpp in-

o

Lo bhe breesu I then #id a bight left hand elimbing burn
and ssw bhe ship pull over a bkis sbrip of brees and land
in g large Pisld zesarby. The silot enorped izuediabely and
tried Lo rTan Ffor the aearby trees. sis woverenbs were slow
and he limped badly. The .lane was Lurned by myaell and
the rest of bthe miadrsn by strafing.

400 rounds of U eal. smunitlon expended.
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serbkh f Jilenstoclk, Germzny.

On ~pril 22 1 was leading Tlupyer Bhite "lifhb on s
armed recey in the vicinity of .ragte. ss wera healding
towards home in bhe vieinity of .Lilenstock, Germany und
were on the deck because 3§ low cloud cover, Ly number
four man, ¥ TioE, oslled in a Gsraosn biplane flying
180 derreses Lo us. The plane passed between se and Lhibe
bhree, L¥ JE&6.7, so I saw that it was definitely Jerry.

I told my number four man bo get him and I followsd him
around. I saw him zgeb zoud hibs im the encine, cockpls,
and fuselase of bhe Jerry plane, and ib inmedlnstely head-
a8d for the ground. The pileb rob ouk and lirpod into =
amall wooded areas. It is oy opriaion Shab &7 B¥xlul
knooked oub the ensime zad aloo wonsded the vilob. The
~guadron thon finiszed off bhe ~lane by sbtrafing.

RUGLRT L. GICKS,
1st Lb., alr Corps,
FLishe Leader.
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' v lorth of Iilenstock, ©rmany. 3
; e wn 2% Lpril lval 1 was flying number threc osition :
E in ‘hite Flighit of bhe 3956 Fipnber wguadron. L -7iIGH, i
! number four, sighted an epemy recey biplune at aboab 200 ;
feet near vileastock, Uermany. Uur 2lipght leadsr, oy 4

DICE=, to0ld nim bo co seb kim since LT 102 vwas in the E

z best nosition o do sg. &¥ UHICH immedistely went atber - 4
3 . this bdbislane end I flew his wing. I observed many sbrikes :
4 raking the entire Tuselazpe of this zlane foreings it into k
3 - the ground, the enemy :ilot limpsed away from the alrplane 3
9 and ouy entire squadron strased the alrp lans and lefts it 2
: burning. ]
Yadineld e SIS,

Znd Ltbe, air Cor:s, 3

f “ilot.



