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JONFIDEHNTIAL

395TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D~g-1
0ffice of the Intelligence Officer

APO 141, U. S. Army
24 iiarch 1845

COMBAT REPORT
Combat
23 March 1945
368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Squadron
0740 hours
South of Oppenheim
Slight haze, otherwise CAVU
2 FW 180!'s

One (1) FW 190 Destroyed

On 23 March 1945, I was leading the 395th Fighter
Squadron on an Armed Reconnaissence mission, Just south-
west of Oppenheim, at 4740 hours, the two bandits were
called in at ten o'clock high to Blue and White flights,
on my left. The bandits, F¥¥ 190's, moved around to the
left and made an attack on White flight from six ol!clock.
White flight broke into them, and they split up, the
lead ons contlinuing his dive and veering to the right so
he passed under my flight. I split-essed from 10,000
feet and leveled off at 2,500 feet, about 400 yards behind
him, with an indicated air=spesd of 450 mph, I fired a
short burst, getting many strikes, and the FW 190 broke
up and to the right, I turned inside him through a full
180° turn, firing taree bursts and gebtting strikes each
time. Pieces flew off the FW 190 and on the last burst
there were many strikes on the canopy and engine, and the
canopy blew off. I pulled up to keep from ramming him
just as he snapped into a violent spin at sbout 3,000 feet,
The F¥W 190 spun two or three turns and crashed in the
Rhine River. The plilot did not get oubt. Lt ANDERSON,
flying my wing, and Lt BERGMAN, leading my element, both
witnessed this encounter.

I claim one (1) FW 190 Destroyed.

CONFIDRENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL,

Combat Report (Cont!)
JENSEN, HOWARD W, - ,Captaln

Jd. 1087 rounds of ammunition expended.

“HOWARD W. JENSEN,

Captain, 4ir Corps,
Operations Officer.

1. Combat film on this encounter exlsts,

2. Combat film forwarded 24 March 1945,
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T"ONPIDENTIAL

395TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D=-p-l
Office of the Intelligence Officer

APO 141, U, S8, Army
24 March 1945

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Combat
25 March 1945
568th Pighter Group, 395th Fighter Squadron
0740 hours
South of Oppenheim
S8light haze, otherwise GAVU
2 FW 190ts

Confirming Captain JENSEN'sS claim for cne (1) F¥ 190
destroyed -

On 25 March 1945 I was flying Number Two rosition
on Captaln JENSEN's wing., At dbout 0740 hours, southwest
of Oppenheim, two bandits were called in behind and above

One FW 190 passed below White flight and was under
us, Captain JENSEN split-essed from 10,000 feet and lev-
eled off at 2,500 feet, T followed down and to his left
side. I saw my leader fire and saw good strikes on the
Fi¥ 190. After Several- good strikes, the FW broke up and
to the right. Captain JENSEN fired several more bursts
and there were many strikes all around the fuselage of the
W 180, Parts of the FW flew off and the canopy blew off,
I had gone to the inside of the turn when the FW¥ 190
went into a fast spin. The ship crashed into the Rhine
River below, The pilot did not get out, I made pictures
of the FW in the spin. My film should be good, T con~
firm Captain JENSEN's claim for one (1) FW 190 destroyed,

;ﬁ;g;é;,/’;zijfzf;ééihq

ALFRED W, ANDERSON,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Pilot.
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CONFIDENTIAL

395TH PIGHTER SQUADRON D-B-1
0ffice of the Tntelligence Officer

APO 141, U, S, Army
24 March 1845

SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Combat
23 March 1945
368th Fighter Group, 385th Fighter Squadron
0740 hours
South of Oppenheim
Slight haze, otherwise CAVU
2 FW 190's

Confirming Captain JENSEN's claim for one (1) FW 190
destroyed.

On 23 March 1945 I was flying Flapper Red Three position
when at 0740 I heard someone call in two bandits at about
ten ot'clock to us just as we were crossing the Rhine south
of Oppenheim. Flapper Red Leader, Captain JENSEN, started
& shallow left turn but I could not spot the bandlts myself
until we had completed & 180° turn and Captsin JENSEN split-
essed out, One FW 190 had hit the deck and was headed
east, T split-essed right with Captain JENSEN and watched
him open fire on the FW§ from what seemed to be directly
astern end a little abtve. I observed many hits on the
fuseslage, and the FW 190 broke violently to the right., Capt~
ain JENSEN burned inside him and seemed to hit him sabout
two or three times more through about & 180° turn. Then
I saw the canopy of the FW 180 fly off and the 190 sesmed
to snap to the right, and it spun violently until it crashed
into the Rhine River between a barge snd the shore, almosi
hitting the varge. I did not observe the pilot get out,

I confirm Captain JENSEN's cleim for one (1) FW 190 destr-
oyed.

e Tt Ffz’i AN

CLENN M, BERGMAN,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Flement Leader,

CONFIDENTTIAL
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" ONFIDENTIAL

395TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D-s-1
Office of the Tntelligence OIfflicer

APO 141, U, S. Army
24 March 1945

COMBAT REPORT

Combat

23 Marech 1945

368th Fighter Grbup, 395th Fighter Squadrcn
0740 hours

South of:Oppenheim

Slight haze, otherwise CAVU

2 FW 190's

One (1) FW 190 destroyed

On 23 March 1945 I was flying the slement of Flapper
Blus flight, when at 0740 hours I spotted two planes coming
down from ten o'clock high. I identified them as enemy
and they went underneath us to bounce Flapper Whits flight,
We dropped our bombs and broke down on them from behind,
They then split up, one to the left and down and the other
right and uwp. I and my wing-man went up with the second.
He started to turn and for several minutes 1t was pretty
even, then I started to pull a little lead and fired seversal
short bursts, I observed no strikes at this time. From
this tight turn he rolled over and split-sssed. T followed
through, getting & slight high speed stall, but found him
immediately and closed to within 300 yards of him on the
deck heading east across the Rhine, I started to fire
short bursts and observed many strikes on both wing roots
and in the fuselage. I noticed several small explosions
and pieces flying off, My wing-man called us as he led us
across the Darmstadt airdrome. The flak was so intense
that we had to pull up and I thought I had lost him. But
as I went into a climbing turn I saw him turn too, evidently
hurt end trying to make the fleld, I was getting set for
snother pass, flak or no flak, when as he turned into the
field he spun into the ground in flames, My wing-man was
with me throughout the entire flight and saw him crash.
I claim one FW 190 destroyed.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SONFIDENTIAL

Combat Report (Con't)
SNYDER, KENNETH R, - lst Lt

J. 1200 rounds of ammumnition expended.

Sootd Hpl

KRNNBTH R, SNYDER,
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Rlement Leader.

"CONFIDENTIAL
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T"ONFIDENTIAL

S395TH FIGHTER SQUADRON D-4-1
Cffice of the Intelligence Officer

AP0 141, U, S, Army
24 March 1945

SUPPORTING :STATEMENT
Combat
25 HMarch 1945
368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Sguadroen
0740 honrs
South of Oppenheim
élight haze, otnerwise CAVU
2 FW 190's

Confirming Lieutenant SNYDER's claim for one (1) FW190
destroyed

On 23 March 1945 T was flying wing-man to Lt SNVDER,
At aporoximately 0740 hours two FW 190fs came into us sat
ten o'clock and a little high, After calling them in to
Flapper Blue leader, my element leader broke into them.
Each enemy airplsne broke in a differsnt direction. The
FW 190 on the left, being the nearest, my slement leader
took chase. The FW 190 split-sssed after making a short
but futile attempt at a Lufberry. Both of us followed through
on the split-ess and closed in on the enemy on the deck,
Ny element leader closed to within 3900 yards and opensd
fire, I observed strikes on the wing roots and the fuse-
lage, also several small explosions, At this time flak
came at us from the Darmstadt airdrome so intense that we
broke off. The FW 190, trying to tighten his turn, spun
in from tree top level. T certify to Lt SNYDER's claim
of one FW 190 destroyed.

Lo 1?{ L R R

RCBERT D, ANDRUS,
Znd Lt., Air Corms,
Pilot,

CONFIDRERNTIAL
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HEADLUARTERS (ADVANCED)
X TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

APQ 141, U.S. Army
27 February 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation.

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 368th Fighter Group, AFO 141, U.S.Army.

1. In operations ranging from the immediate front of the Third
US Army to beyond the RHINE, fighter-bombers of this Command on 23-
February dealt the most destructive blows they have yet inflicted
upon the enemy's armor and rail transport, thus directly affecting
his ability to resist bthe Allied offensive toward the Rhineland.

2. TYour Group played an outstanding and brilliant part in the
achievements of that decisive day, destroying or demaging 210 tanks
or cther armored vehicles, 331 motor transport, 70 RR cars, 12 field
guns and many other installations or items of heavy equipment. An
atback on an enemy fuel dump csused numerous explosions and fires,

. and in aerial combat your pilots shot down three German fighters,

also probably destroying one and damaging another.

3. For these achievements I take pleasure in commending highly
the entire personnel of your Group, and I do so with full confidence
that the 368th Fighter Group will continue to carry bthe battle to
the enemy with every resource at its commend until the finsl victory
is won.

O. P: WEYLAND [s/
0. P. WEYLAND,

Maj. Gen., Alr Corps,
Commanding.

1st Ind. A-]
HEADGUARTERS 368TH FIGHTER GROUF, APO 141, U S Army, 5 Mar 1945

To: Commanding Officers, all Squadrons 368th Fighter Group.

Well, fellows, you have done it again!! I can't begin to tell
you how much pride it gives me bo receive letbers like this from the
Commanding General in recognition of your abilities. However, I
realize I'm prejudiced, because I already Know that you're the best
damn Group in the whole Army Air Forces. -

FRANK S. PEREGO /s/
FRANK S. PEREGO
A TRUE COPY: . Lt Colonel, Air Corps,
o A Commanding.

e s
sVQL{%u%/Vv&%Q'

ey, 4 L dam
WILLIAMS. BLAGEN,

lst %t., Air./Zorps.
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IYR JJdI V IUE NR3Q OP OF
IYR T-SELF
JJI T-SELF

FROM: HQ XIX TAC (ADV) 0414054
T0 ¢ {1l) CG, XIX TAC, ATTN: CHIEF OF STAFF.
(2) 568 FIGHTER GROUP, ATTN: GLO
SECRET 3END IN CLEAR VIA LANDLINE ONLY, AUTH; MAJOR PAGE

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM CG, VIII, CORPS, THROUGH G-3 AIR,
IS RELAYED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

1. WITH THE FULLEST COOPERATION FROM RIP 2 AND WITH FIGHTER BOMBERS
OF THE 395 SQUADRON, 368 GROUP, DODGING SNOW SHOWERS AND HUNTING HOLES
IN THE CLOUD COVER, A NUMBER OF GOOD ATIR STRIKES WERE MADE 3 MARCH,

2, A STRIEE BY "FLAPPER PURPLE" AT 1720 HOURS IS OF INTEREST, AFTER
BEING VECTORED T0 MURLENBACH THE FLIGHT LEADER FOUND ENEMY VEHICLES ON
ALL ROADS MOVING EAST, THE INTELLIGENCE WHICH HE DEVELOPED, WHILE
MAKING THE STRIKE CAUSED INTERDICTING ARTILLERY FIRE TO ZE BROUGHT TO
BEAR ON THESE ROADS, THE ROAD BLOCKS, WHICH THE FLIGHT LEADER EFFRCTED
THROUGH THE DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY EQUIPMENT CREATED A MOST FAVORABLE
SITUATION FOR THIS FIRE, THIS ADDED FURTHER TO THE VERY PROFITABIE
ATTACK BY "FLAPPER PURPIR,"

GF 04L405AYR (AR JJI)

JJI R.,... IMI LAST BT AND FOLLOWING LINE VPTD
WHAT LINE AFTER LAST BE UR INI. K

BT 041405A

GF

JIT R.ve....04/15904 HH AR

IR R.veood IV

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

WILLIAM S, BLAGEN
1sT LT. AIR CORPS




HistD U2RTTRS ~
3881H FIGUTER X 0UP

AT 341, U S s,
14 March 19:n5,

SUBJECT+  Letter of 4, .reciation.

- : M1 Personnel, Assigned and Attached Units, 308th Fishter Group.

1. One year ago toduy the 368tn Fi_nter Grou, flew its first operational
aission, and shile that mission, in itself, was cuapledely ureventful, it
amazrked the first step touard a great record. Today every mesber of tiais Group
and 211 its attached units may loox at this record with a very coaplete sense
of pride, because you are the people who have buili thzt record.

2. This record is not a product of our collective imszginations., I
stands in plack end white for =11 to sse. Tactically our record may be fovad
in the monthly summaries of the Hinth Air Force and the XT¥ Tactical sir Coa—
+and,  Adwinistratively and technically the inspechion reports show that the
Group has never been gikpa below "Excellent! in any inspeccion conducted by
our higher headquartess. In addition, a more than ample file of ‘comendations
from higher neadquerters wovering tactical, technival and administrative
phases of cur work further substantiates the record.

3. Consideraoie rasponsibility must be accorded Col vilbert L. «deyers,
the first Group Comamander, who so carefuily picked and trzined the original
cadre. .

L. The vork of the coxbat pilots of the Group has been conscien:ious
and unswerving and is widely recognized throughout this theater, and also st
home in the States. Howaver, tiese pilots have not forgotten that it takes
the complete cooperation of every member of the Group and all attached units
to build this record. They all thank you!

5. A5 the present Commanding Orficer, T wish to exbend my sincers grat
itude for the cooperation and help of every member of the 368th Fighter Jroup
Team B of the 84th Service Group, the 1293rd ¥#ilitary Folice Company (avn)
Less Det i, the 2137th Engr Fire Fighting Platoon, Det F 9th Flying Gontrol
Squadron (Prov), Det R 2ist ‘eather S.juadron, Det-R L4Oth idobile Co.municatior
Squadron, and the 45th Ordnance Bomb Disposal Syuad. Congratulations. on,the
great record you have 211 -helped to build:

(‘? .__J.;.,)\ “ \'{d:';'& (o)

FRANK S. TUREGO,

Lt Colonel, .iir Corps
7Coa1mand.ing,. . e,

q.:_‘ - :W-..




