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SECRET

Lonth of April

Zegative

STREUGTH COLLISSIOUED and

At beginning of Feriod:
OFPICERS
ENLISTED L EW

Net Increase:
CFFICERS
ENLISTED IRK

Neb Decrease:
CFPICHERS
EMIISTED LEW

ab BEnd of Feriod:
OFFICERS
EULISTED I BN

# eschelon deparbed Y-34 ¥Metz for ¥Y-74 pear
Frankfurt. The xove began on 1£ april 1545 was
cospleted by 18 a:ril. The move was aceomplished
with Sjvadron bransportation, _uarbter Master
trucks and C-47's. This was a permanent change
of sbtabion by secret orders.

On 11 April 1945 CAFTAIN CARLI0CL was leading
the oSguadron on an armed reconnzissance mission
over Czechoslovakia. Ab abonb 0800 2nd 1T IHILIT
in. HOLITITE wenbt down bo strarfe ap airdror.e near
Amberg. His airplane was hit by flak so ae rulied
up and bailed oubt. He was seen to floab Lo She
ground, land and walk inbts bhe woods. Mo word
has reached us csacerniag his whereaboubs. At
the bize, 1T HOLSPIIE had besn flyingz nuaber four
position in the lsad flight. He is being carried
as I..,1.4,

On 16 sApril 1945 LT ALFRED Y. . DERSOM was £ly-
ing nusber four sosition in bhs lsad f1icht of the
Saradron led by LLATOR IZML.W. The mission was an
armed reccy bo Karlsbed, Rskowibs, and Tilsen. 1T
4DERS01'S airplane developed proszallor brouble so
ke turned and set course for home. a4t a roing
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he had glenby af rumors bub 40‘.ubomOnge
the pddole of the nighb, Lf RBOLSTILE, 0D
=0t a call "Released" 611 deybreak
ayed? Up a8il nigshit and everyone else could Zo
uveﬁlers in Serpmany wiile he wovrld be sleer-
didn't burp oub quite thabt way for at aboub
10 4l another call gsace rescinding that order and pubbting
us oxn clert ab 12 noon. Vhy???t I doan't know, and nor
does anyone else around heve. +he weatner wWas too bad
for ororations 80 ws stuck around till zbout S AN when
our vel.ass cawe throvgoh. DULL bub restful dayl

on, waibing

Today was uostly bteken up b wlan 1!1{ jod ulSSi
J £
ifer.nb cne.

for it, and taen foipg vo on an cnbirely
They hnd us oubt ol bed abt a reascnable hour, then bLriefed
the pilots on an escort wission which thej were to fly
with the 383th Fizhter Sguadron su porbling BrlBISL Sombers.
Talke-ofl for an R/V ab Du”en (;o0d 21d ssamping grounds)
and then deep inbto Germany -- was held up for guite some
while. sventually, Major BURAY led his pilots ta the ships
but they were all recalled -~ illcsion Scrubbed -- and all
they had to reporb was their cockasit nrocedure!l

Suddenly, oub of a clcudy-sky, Group called through the "Squavk
Box!! liszion bo bake-olf ab gppromimatbely 1615. Tt will be
an armed reccy beyond Kassel. Here are the courses --—-—---
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It wasz btien already 1805 but
to get cub 4o thier shirns
not bveing very good,
e.celt that wes ran

and overcast,
Ll*ﬂng on. Getbing
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and we took our weary way Lo
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bt some Ba

This gave
petb prebtied-up for ths party Lonighs.
varg -~ bdub it iIs as always, pariies

IVELTS

somehow tihey boys all mauagced
with everything

H“bhl"” gl
into blie forrzation of RAT we were supposed
to have escorbed had thin s worksed as

The weabher
£roas 1¢Hort ance book (lacs
miss

~lanned. In the

the Scuadron szw ten odd Lancasters =ad wensc
nearer 1t turned out bto be & shrful on
damned thln(s in &yxiezl Iorvoation --
xzuch shoobing of

they
red
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bub
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PATOR Wi is sure 3 flring
vp bub bhere wian't very
ed raocey ocub Lo Teivdr but
md o obiTn

has heon
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-~ L7 1elR0UTE
go8 acbhlial duwell bo seaort
slad Lo oo Lack aind so

rhel alﬁe‘
egoort «~ission
to ar.ed Reccy
Tais nonbth
r weabher, z1ly after
Varch.

we were released for bthe re-
us all ths op;orbuniby bto
The party went off
are no fun in
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relubling -- jusb

¢i:is -orby cun bs entered

Dafvil J0LITT drop ed in wik: 2-38 loo
being very welcome -- lorg tise no

w:ore oifben.

What a day. t really starbed b
of vesterday bubt chat is all by
at 0400 for an 03195 briefing an
could be said, but so whatl?

the endiac of the party
he way. Je were called
3 0815 bake-offl! So.ebhing

e
L

Cac’l' CARLSOIT book ths B-ships up on bime to find & corrplete
overcast so he cruised around withoub incident -~ excert
that he saw some strange P-47's bub determined

The weather clos=d in again afber the take-nff

the next missicn which LT HeCRCHE was supoosed

never did bake-off. Thez rest of the day was s:
leisuraly fTas-ion and we felb pretbty good by the ernd of
‘the day.

Some rore new pilobs here today. LTS THO a3 XY LTLiS,
RUSSHLL I. GRUBBS, JOE ¢ ZIGGS, DOLAID R PAILIKG arrived
and socon we will see how they make ocub in combat.

Late in bed again. <This is the life. 4 09135 briefing for
an 8-ship close-sup-ort nission in the Zisenach area. LT

EeCRCIE took up bthe first £flight which went out bul being

unable bto conbact the controllers beab-up brain activity.

Good work Kac, keev it up and you'll maks your second bour
bebtbter bhan ths first and thab was plenby good.

1T VIECK wenb ur after lunch and worked with the ground con-~
trollsr by bo bing a town bubt couldn't sce any results obher
than busting up some buildings cnd I hore btas conbroiler was
sabisfizd.

Our "Ops" Officer went up ab almost 4 o'elock in the after-
noon wnich peat-up plenty of btrains and I/T's again. LT
ALDRUS did a geod job on CiarT CaRLSUE'S wing -- he is gebbing
in the groove of the '95 bridge-busbers. He dropped his
bombs Tair and sguare on a railroad bridge.

Well, we're moving sSoon. Right now it is scheduled as the
tenth.

Group "Ops" is taking a sordid pleasure in waking us early.
Five o'clock briefing and that was followed by a seven
stclock bake-off led by HATOR HMUKAW in whick some troop
concentrations were bombed and strafed but unfortunately
it is as so often, no resulbts could be observed but it is
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2 1itile vib like che old ulmeu. LD SCaiiot ;10L;u L
13%ple arcibecent right ab takeoff. He conldn't seb enough
cower up znd after batbtling his waj shrouch trees finally
erash landed. This Las besa 2o for a rouch day on airplanes.

SOLU.EL s:..773, our vid GC, boox ths second daission aub —-
Lf

ssehelon derarbal Strip Y34 by truck by jeep and by
irilane be”VﬂDIn‘ 1t a70C bhis worning. Those of us who
X ,lr%l¢ue mizzed ta:z ineonvernlznce o & long hard

but bicse who truvwlbd by cround viewed many interest-

sichbs. dumor had it tha b cne lay we would De sbationed
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aily & 4 : h I LLo way around. 4
agarby viilage, ZEIFIL ‘ over lock, sbtoel
harrel. A& neardy viilagze v gocd -~ Wo%?? e
couldn't be more comfortab n at home. The line
some disadvantages bub the ¥ i » Lroned osutbt very

iy ~-—- bhat's for sure.
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I5 was uyp at 0600 with a lob of work oo be
envire Sguadron is expecbesd to acwrive the 1

5/Sgt Faliziannl and his mess-Lall orew ha

al
grand job of feeding us. It will be hard

off « Bschelon from here on in.

The rearranying arnd cleani.. of the living area ani bhe
line took up moszt of ths time. A tPeak in the work cmae
when our operabions building czught #ire by accidens and
really caused guite a bit of exsitexenb. Heroie woric
led by IL.JOR FEIDLETCY with auple contributions by LT
FUBERT, 30T .0RGaX end others finally subdusd the fire
and saved the building. *he destruction of tnis build-
inc would hnve beer a blow to cur nlwas sineg it was
i-tended bo house the €0, S-&, 3-3, rersomnel Eguipnent,
nack Bar, redics and whabt rot. These nen sook a lob of
isks Lo save an snexy building.

Bygersticial day - sure ‘npugh -~ begap with a elowdy day,
serubuing {around noon) = wission Lo sscord a=33ts into
Coeckoslovakian bare2b - a Fighter Sweey o Dresdsn was
scrubbed - bhen She bomber escort was on nnd 227 apaing
wfter averybody was bthoroa’hiy Wgorabb-hanuyt 2nd bhe
weabner co sletely ancooperative with Hppopte" and Yehund-
erigads,” bthe Flsheer-Syes; finally €.as ofT in tue late
< gerncon, LT ZDGAR 1eCRUIE, Sguadron Leader, Lecaue
losh Lo bihe rest of L3 Sguadron aboub 700C Jeeb in a

eavr slond =zl raian overcast which ran Zrom 30,000 fced

2 ths deok. Pharz vas ao word frow i oves tuie & T

sbow sees o0 Lin socewheres Bast of baaru
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Tue incoming members of cur Sguadron con hardly belicve
their syes when thsy sze for the Pirsi blme whab consbibe
vbtes our living area. It is unbeliczveable for e huve
been used bo living a rrugh 1ife. This ill 5301l all

of us bub a little sroiling won't really do as much harn.

Je ar all realy to go ojerational and word has it thab bo-
aorrow is the day. Foving day for bthe bulk of Ehs cround
crew -- the €ay dawnsd fresh and sucny with scom: low haze
over the distant hills. The first mission {saae as on
spril 12 -~ bepmber sscort to Xempten I'E of Iake Constance
was serubbed opn atcount of bad wzabther in the Gwgeb area.
Shortly before noon ths e wa: grzat regjoicing in camp.

Lac (LT ILL.CROTE) retursed to bie usit (brouchat back by

a couple of Infanbry b;ys ssabicned & »? sSaarbruckan where
he had bailsd out). The onlry injury he sustainsd was a
badly bruised knee, recieved wien he hibt the rudder of

his plans as he laft it in bhe rough air and clouds. An
gxray baken ab a uerpar aospital over bihsi2 rhowed no
bro'zen tonss.

The 3Squadron was released ai soon unbkil darbraszk of the.
1B5th 30 evsrrone scabbtered to bhe four winds Zor cne last
"f1ling"™ before the big wove.

This has besn wonderful here the ast few days for though
there's been a great deal of work to do nonme has minded.
Pomever, this noon we becaume suerublun41 acain. Lbst of
the ezuipment and sersonnel have arrived by truck or by

Cma7 und with the excertion of the necessary (o run the
few missidéns from Meoz.

The .ueals 2t this sbrin have been w.onderiul besyond des-
seripbion. Fresh egzs, steaks, lambchops and coc’fee
which btrings beck melories of those whibe btower resbuar-

anbs atbt howe. OCAFTAII TUCHIAYN secured scwe alumiruas robs
and our colffee should conbinme bo bs gocd.
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whersver 1t found. This war busiuesc 1s surse gettlné
to be a loig aravnrguu Lrocess. t should be ending any year
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ur pilobs a rest hey!
b we these days.
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The moroine wag a Julet one with bho various departasnbs
concenbrating on their own “a;Qb&”aﬂCB- In bhe afternson

a meebin, was held by IIAJUS ~TRoWT and SIATOR DZIUDLETON clar-ify-
ing our stabus and achions while in this country. It doesn't
sound boo good. ©Oh, to De elsewhere. ilow —-- eszecially bthab
summer is here. & tra;ngng Tilm sn Aussian aircraft was shown
but it Llooks like bthc Russians had bebber have big red soars
painted zll over their aireraft or else. ’

32802 UL Lr“‘santf}'é &E,b Bs.bT.L{C.LI P j3
ruplic -r resentztion nser the numlris : ; £
and bhe iar goes nd.

a
fe

The Siuairon wsent back to work today wibh vigor. ne missions
tis week heve covered the same reccy area of Karisbad, tilsen
and Prague. Uur pilobs &id noct sbir up any unusual excitement
wibh routiue missions rredominabing ail day long. ‘'Twas an-
sther long dey but war is hell. .

Soue pleasant events branscired ts liven up the day. LT
KBSTING who spent some bime back in the good ol' USs finally
reburned ané nas been regssigned to our Sguadron.
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12702 BLLLIN an old b ; returaed for a visib wita
1r0“' and Sguauran ; red us thab he is now Groug
b;ans Ufricer for 05 cnbar G“wux. Tnis is a

for Llm cad Wl no puesblon sboub his bslng

iob. He u

St Y RTHE .l learned thzb he I1s on order:s
1nok for him bto raburn in thrse wonths or

= ag bhiis A fcuna LD JAYLaTD leadling bthe Syuad-
ror inkc bas ual ruqu ur TLese earlv :l;g;on terd Lo
find tar;et~ reso bl 3 I snd this was
grue again bo" . BB { b e twenty pius
horsgs-drawn vehﬂcles and L3 an ’ :“DRTS found 300 en-
emy brooLls reathg ons g 1 hvay J gave tham the well
knocwn hobfoot. Hs im nave ! zd ab lzasb ZiTty
%ith wore injured.
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oro.cobicsn, He was sitbing araound
cther iromobions oaLs aub bub since
-7 bhem has baen uade -~ we'll waikb

ts -anbion Shem. Ths promotions

bcc"”c itts FIRST LT STRINGS, FIRST LT
LONGAR, ﬁ ! ZAYS, TIRST LT EBRGI AN, “IRST 1T SIITH,
“IRST LT TORTTREY, FIRST 1T JICKS, FIRET LT TARSCH, It
al-es now for a w3ll balanced Sjuadron.

Our Sguadron finelly reburned B0 nase aftor being gone all
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SECREBT
CURRENT EVEITS

Tais was guite an inberesting ore. The Sguadron ran across
a enemy cub nnd LT SYRICH forced it to the ground and tae
rest of bthe Syusdron crocesded to clobbecr the aircraeft and
vilot. +hat a blood-thirsbty crew we lave now -- just plainp
gager. -

The rest of us had most of bhe day off for the Squadron had
besn released bub we had bto waib on the airborne flicht to
land. The ground forces had moved so far azheed thab we are
practically out of the war. However, rumor has it bhat this
condibion won't last long.

This was some day. 16 began with an early briefing where
we were informed bhat it was doubtful thab any miesion weuld
be flown bsecause of ths weather. Ib was brue unbil 1830
when our Sguadron was airborrpe on a tatrol mission. Ivery-
one was very ha~ry aboub all this.

In the meanbime the new 1st LTS wers running shubtle-runs
to Frankfurbt bto buy silver bars. Nobhing like a yromobtion
to raise morale ever so cfben.

We added two more pilots bo our roster in 2nd LT I'CCRYE and
Spd LT GIIK®S. We are a new Sguadron now so far as rilots
are concerned. 4£h, bo be back on sbtrips such &s strip F 3.

The pabtrol mission came back from & milk-run bub still it's
soft combab bime. For all pracstical purposes this war 1is
over bub nobody seems to tell the Syuareheads about 1t.

Our Sguadron flew a series of pabrol recey's all day makirg
for =n uneventful day bub good combatb bime for some of our
war weary boys. X like bo see these missions scheduled from
time Lo bime for buey serve as a relaxation from the contin~-
vwal sbrazin of pounding away at enemy targets. Too, bhey

are such lovely missions bo inberrogatbe, time up, time down,
no casualbiss, no loading, no flak, 0O nothing. I can do
these standing on one leg. 4An sasy day but a lons one.

This day bezan at an early hour with z briefing for an
armed reconnaissance mission. CAITATN CARLSCH, 1T FORTIEY
and LT BERG &Y book btheir respective bturas in lesding the
Sguadron. The first mission did Lot find too rmch bto work
over in bhe way of ground bargebs except for an ensmy gir-
arome which was loaded with airplanes. CAPTaTY CARLSCH
triei bo cabCi a Me 153 bub couldn't do it. The tragic
note of this mission was that LT CRUBB5S! airplane was hit
ty flak over bthe Erding.airdrome @and he was forced bo bail
out. His ehute was seen bo cpen and he floated to bhe ground
bub %e's ;rebty dscr in enemy terribory so I exzect he'll

”

sit out the rest of this wer. 4 good boy, LT GRUBBS was
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This was bthe ki one could relax because fly-
ing was impossible -- 3 in fine print. AL any rabe

the mcrning hours afbe 1ng were consumed with z Filobt's
meebing with MaJC0R VUL sETATH CAHLS0Y ironing outb a
fPew wrinkles here and there. This pretbty well took care of
the afternoon.

The F¥ found the Pilot'e bakipg it casy. DBub the mission
boys had bo sibt around sweabing out a takeoff. It rained
most of bhs afternonn and just when the Teather gob real
bad - Group ordered the boys into the blow -~ what blne?
As bhis is war they wenbt. LT HAYS led tne Bgqua dron on a
divebombing atback on bhe airdrome ab Traum. The attack
was a fairly successinl one bub hardly srectacular. Back
here bthe sky was blsck and ib was raining too hard for our
pilobs to try bo-come hone so bhey were diverted Lo R-3Z8.

1T H4YS nosed over on landing and his injuries are such thab
he is hospibalized. We don't have an official report on his

injuries dbut it is our hope thab
than risk any more crack-ups, LT
Lo R29 where they bedded for the
funny business bais war -- never
nappen nexb end it usually does.

they are minor. Rather
DICKS tocok bthe Sguadron
night. This 1s sure a

can btell what's golng bto

Ope word would cover the activities for today -- nothing.
Tne sguadron which had landed at R-28 returned Lo base
early this morning. Another mission was briefed bubt it
never was airborae.

o news of bhe extent of LT Hi¥S' injuries bubt our Sgquad-~
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ron ) . up to check. AL any rabe, LT HATS won't
- .
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The weabher didn't let up all day dub the sun started to
shine bhrough ab aboub five olelock and the bLoys starvced
to sweap. However, nobhing developed.

The move ruwdr has bscome a fach and we are maXliag TreLar-—
asions to .o b0 R4Z near Nurnbsrg. I looks 1ile Lewnls
agzin bub war is rough. Toueh/

ning i entfully whan LT JETTY crasied on
] e wen. oot injured bub the Repul-
Tap has ib's @ough ocmesnss snd bials

_—r
GLlul s

The Squadroa 1ed by LT Ja¥LalD ook oIl

- R e T T e S . T s
Tl 0 ~ waroheliin, wrd ond a few

o3 brisfed bub

averrboii,

e mTAS
ik, f PR NN S

Wi = Lo myself so
bezezuze of money ir @ Lank -- "I'11
T ased to thinalr & were fwnly ¢ ©

The rowsin’ng hours 33id act levalic. wbo ore 21ring Si-
cent for CArTaTll CARL30INTS £1lirhk. He wenb to RIC Lo
choclk on LT Ta¥S and from sll reporss 1P 83 will aoct
1y cosbat for some bime at leasb. WJe nabe bo lose LT
UAYS bubt if we hal bo it's nice bo know thab he will bs
alrizib., Thus ended another Gay for us. Dull day.

Pradibtional April showesrs bturned to hail and sleet boday.
The Sguadron was airborne on anb aryzed reccy with LT BIRG-
Lol lsading., Inclement weabher forced bo Sguadron to be
rerouted to R-Z8.

“hile we were waisting for bhe Sguadron bS reburn, we
collected our marks. Hsre's another placc where woney 1s
of no earbhly use -- we'll still take ib.

The Syuadron which had landed ab R-58 reburred with a re-
port of good hunting. The weather socked in so that was

all the #lying for this day. LT LOXG seheduled bo go bo

a ?lak homes in England has been shaving and dressing for

the yrast four days and nothing has develoyped as yet. LT

VIiCK was to go along with him bubt our move to R-42 makes
it necessary for him bto sbick around and fly bhe C-47.

fnother .sonth has come to an end bringing bthis war here to

a definite climax. The gquestion used Lo bs how much longer

we would re ain on bhis continent. Now it is where do we

oo from her 297
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