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The Sabbath came upon us with an 0515 briefing which dicdntt
materialize into a mission until 1000, From ther=onin there
wasntt zny rest for the we-ry or the vicked, BRefore the day
was done our cquadron h=d flown seven missions, A summary for
the Grounts effortfor the day tot=lled 172 destroyec vehicle
and 49 damaged. This was 24% o the Wing's destroyed =nd 214
of the damzced vehicles elzimed by Group . Tenks, staff cars
jeeps, M/Tts, dumps anythine eravline or moving served =s targets
throughout the day. The Ground Forces =re on the move and the
pir Force =re on the move doing everything they c-n to speed
this move.

Major Harold H.Sfarks our new C.0., introduced himsel? to
our scuadron with = verbal discussion then led a flight on an
unusuval mission for us. He led a four ship flight which was
vectored from St. Lo. to a point where they drorped delayed
action bombs from 10,000 feet wihile flying straight and level.
The Major is no strzgner to us for he has been = member of this
Group since the day of activation.

This was a day not to be soon forgotten by the Squadron
or the Group. It began with a scheduled Armed reccy missicns
for our squadron in the revion of Falaise and Argenten. The
first mission raid 2 price much too expensive for any accomp-
lishment. While bombing and strafing a wooded eresz east of
Domfront Captzin T. N. Montzg eur ace and Operations Officer
went dosn too low struck = tree and crsshed. Accompanving
pilots report that his possibilities of surviving this crash
were practically nil if any. To analyze the loss of "Monty"
is not something done on paper for he has been to our squadron
what a heart is to & bcdy. Loveable, likeable he served every
canacity with the same devotion., To know him was tc love him
for he had no enemies anywhere, From the lowest rank of enlisted
men to the highest ranking officer, he was held in the esteem,
VMonty whereever you are God Bless you and keep yvou for you were
among the finest of men. No, no accomplishment was worth
the cost in your case.

The rest of the day our Sguadron drew three eight airplane
missions continuing the armed reccy in the region between
Falaise and Argentan. The score of destroyed enemy vehicles
is diminishing for lack of targets. Thus the micsions served
the purpose of patrolling the ares and looking for targets
of Opportuinity. At 2000 we drew a release until daybreak
of the 16th.

Qur Squadron is on release until tomorrow morning. It's
the first bresk in activity which we have had and it was a
welcolm one., It gives the boys on the line an opportunity
to get their planes into better shape. It allows for an acc-
umulation of fuel, bombs =nd ammunition. Further for at reast
a2 dsy the pressure is off and one can work without the usual
strain z2nd tension when missions are going out.

This day oened with a flyirng schedule of four ship flights
to fly cover to the 3rd Armored Column. Despite the fact that
briefings were held sll day, our pilots could not pet off the
ground because if poor westher., Finally late in the afternoon

BYA A, [ ) | /\ \/) ) ~oIA
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a flight was ordered into the blue. Captain Mazur was
scheduled to lead the first flight but Major Sparks decided
in view of all circumstances that it was his responsibility
to do so. It is leadership of this kind which seldom if ever
receives publicity or recognition which is indicative of
esprit de corps and the reason why Americans are the fighting
men they are. Personal safety and personal factors are subor-
dinated to the common cause. Major Sparks does not have to
prove his worth t- this Sguadron for he had displayed his
abilities and capacities and worth in this Group since itts
activation,

After a false start the flight took off and ran into a
great deal of German activity around Renes. Then two more
flights took off to continue pounding the enemy.

The sec nd flight led by Lt. Staton was 1lIfated in that
only three ships returned from this mission. Lt. Pike B. Martin
flying his ship Boomerang did not return. He was shot up
attacking tanks near Falaise and his airplane caught on fire.
Despit= two attempts to parachute for some unknown reason, he
was unable to leave his airplsne., The plane was seen to strike
the ground near Caen which had been a final resting point for many
a good pilot., Pike is listed as K.I.A, since the British Forces -
called by phone to inform us that his body was found beside his
plane where 1t crashed. How does one with mere words describe = loss
such as this. Pike loved to fly, he loved the service and was plan-
ning to make a career out of it. Nothing he was ever called upon
to do was to much or toc little and he performed every task with
a spirit and willingness typical to his way of life. Some must
die so others may live 2nd let us hope that the su:rilices ol our
youtn die not with their deaths but find commer=“ion in the spirit
of liberty and love of freedom which typifies the American way of
life., 8So long Pike may you rest in peace knowing that you carried
out your last mission as you did so many others - to the very best
of your ability. We!'ll miss you, we already do for there isn't
anyone to take your place in our hearts.

So ended another unh:ppy day for our sgu-7'r-n waiting for a
new day, more missions and a further desire to pound the enemy
whenever they are found and wherever they are found.

Briefing at (815 to continue the schedule of flying cover
to Armored Column Elements, Our sguadron is still with the 3rd
Armored Division designated as Poodle =nd Bronco. The weather closed
in and the morning was spent sweating out the first mission with-
out any success,

Late in the afternoon the weather cleared up. sufficiently
to nermit the completion of three flights, Captain Mazur, Captain
Stendifer and Lt Gamble took their flights. Two of the missions
were fairly uneventful with targets of oprortunity fairly restricted
Lt Gamble however ran into z troop concentration 2nd it is said
that some three hundred German soldiers won't fight in this war
anymore.
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Captain Baywo-d returned with Lt Martints body from the area
where he crashed so positive identific tion was mede., He was
buried a short distance from the field 2t the La Cambe cemetery.
Sherman was rigzht about war,

This past week has been rather an unusuzl one in that we
have gotten up at early hours for briefing yet it has been late z2fter-
noon before a flight has been able to t=kn off. Yet we manage
to get four flights operstional in several hours left before darkness
sets in.

The missions of this day wers uneventful for targets are not
as ample as they have been in the past. A tremen dous toll of
the enemy motorized eguisment has already been taken so he must
exercise greater caution with what he has left, Herr Goebbles
still_anticipates a German victory although events should becloud
his optimisiom somewhat.

The various flighfs are alternating in a running schedule of
five day leaves which are spent in Fnglsnd. This vriviledze is
extended only to Combat crews -nd there!s no question but thzt
circumstances warrant this priviledge.

Lt “h:rles Rife is on the ro2d to recovery from his recent
experience and within a week or so will be back in the air [lying.

Some promotions ventured forth this day elevating t- Captain,

Lt Gamble, Lt Schulte and Lt Staton. This is a level in promotions
pilots strive to =chieve for what more could one zsk as an indication
of success among men. Nice going men.

This was one of those days for which the U of K.
famous. A overcast prevailed all the day finally bre
into r=zin in the afternoon. From the standpoint of carrying
a war not a thing was qccompllshei for not a ship left the sround.
A bit of news which we always dre=d to hear reasched the Strip
last night. Captain Montag's bo‘ was found nesr his nlane by
a Frenchman =~nd buried ne=rby. We held out that by some miracle
that he had escaped but it was not to be.

Our location on this strip is gradually taking ud too Tar
from the immediate battle zone and we should be on the move again
very shortly. Let us get toc comfortable and off we go ag-in.
Where t» only the wheels know.

This day dawned with much r-in and poor flying weather again.
Despite_this unfavorable aspect briefing was neld for an armed reccy
of the “eine *iver. After that take off time was le@t to the dis-
cretion of thé& winds.

The weather cleared over the target sufficiently for our
squadron to take off on itts amred Reccy of the Seine River,
Captain Standifer led them and off they went. Although targets
were few in number, our squadron rnve a good account of it“'seIf
Lt Kik loosened up two barges, Lt Earls hit a dock and Lt Wayland

got hits on a good sized ship whiﬂV shonld hamper it's gailing
for a time. i3
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Captain Stoton, Lt Early =nd 2 few of the nther pilats

indulged in nerfecting 2 secret - on in the form of = rocket,
That took up most of their afternoons leisure tinme

.
ave three new nilots jnining us tod-v frea’ from the
Rein~nh, Welcolme men

2re Lils Paeper, linonger

This morning brough ‘urther dep=rture of nersonnel for
artres by truck whil g emainder carry on =z full flvi
.c‘r"} €. Gener=1 Queszd: ds mobility from his Grouns

fne

reczrdless nf moves ) Y *Aemail in f"\fw‘wv"i"ns.

An Airdrore Sguadron moved i repl-ce the Service Gr

nd our ovn nersonnel carrying on the rep2ir =nd servicir
airplanes.

The enemy 1° in retreat but 1} 48 been so badly besaten 3
cre fev nd far between. However our bovs stzy
him to seck cover at =21} t"~°.

artermaster Supply
is

on C and K rations now th-t

fr

LE
h:s moved and =n apprecizble di-fenerce in food
This eondition shonld not exist for more thon = w
be up at Chartres and fat again we hope.

oticezhle,
a? when we will

It was briefing at 0600 with t a» " at 070 The vwesther
officer,  The Group Op rftimns ‘fficnr ‘ 3 nat tzke off
would be held up until 1le the =zf t rbuvn. So our Squsfron
tock off =2t 070 The army S an expression for =2 situstion such
as this - I rue tate to
The firct mission of ti Y led by Major Sparks
a double span railro ) T"' wiiich nad go :
d by ground fog visu=al observastion was m=de i';Osfib B
a2 saétisfactory mission.
second mission of the day 5
the excitement. On two roads 1 i1 > Rouen
some four hundred enemy veni s of various descriptions.
c””ﬂ back with the approprizte expression tnat "Jerry
3 To hear our boys tell it they really clobbered
the vehicles ca" er2ting with other Groups. The Germsns Cantt
take too much more of this sort of b"**”?.
In the meantime we are over: ting with very limited perscnnel.
Over half of our squadron is =t Chartrps getting that field ready
for the rest of us. The stories comiL; back about our future home
aren't too promising, but we #ill let future developments tell
the stories. Who wants to be comfort=ble anyway? Mskes for s
good guestion, I wouléd say,
Punk the scuadron m‘"“ot h=s developed a2 unicue habit of
Dogs hzve been known to chase people, e= rs, bikes, birds and
Punk chzses airplanes. This hebit isn't = brd one until she
to do so from the front then it's going to be too bad.
The last few days ~round here have felt like Sunday foz
peace :rd cuiet which h:s reigned. Wh-t really brines on the
is the lack of Tew)“ of men working in large groups, the general
hustle, bustle of evorv working day. There is however s great deal
of work being done only less noise doing it.
The last mission of the day w=s scrubbed to_ be l’ﬁ by ¥n
Snarks with 2 take off time at 1910 Major Sparks could no
off due to difficulty with his ?1TD]»RE so Captain Standifer

N A N AW EQ
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led the eleven planes into battle. This last flight did not run
into the larce concentrztion of enemy the second flieht did, but

it was a successful mission for they destroved an obstzcle for
sweepstzkes, destroyed two barges, damaged 2nother =nd knocled

out 15 M/T!'s by bombing. Lt Snycer was the only one to be bothered
with flak picking up » small piece from hesavy AA. At 2145 we
called it a day having run three missions for 2 day's work,

Slowly but surely the rest of the Sguadron is dep2rting this
strip for Chartres. All luggage was piled out in front of the
tents this m-rning to be packed into C-47's and flown down. The
rest of us are carrying on operstionally until the last plane lesves
the strip.

At 1015 briefing was czlled for zn Armored Column Cover over
our old friend the 3rd Armored who are overating east of Paris,

Led by Captain Mumaw a 12 ship flight carryving belly tanks =nd no
bombs set out. The enemy has kept p y these days so targets
are not very plentiful., As »a vs haven't had much
trouble with flak these days. The two missions for today were
ureventful, ’

We have overstayed our period -t Strip 3 by one d-y according
to orders but war is war. This morning brought a convoy departure
for Chartres and a2 schedule of Armed Reccys to be flown. Group
took over briefing snd interrogation for the day beczuse the pilots
plened to land at Chartres in the afternoon.

The morning convoy wss a small one wi‘i a2 large ne scheduled
to leave at noon. It's guite = drive some 180 with traffic snarls
Jams 21) along the line. $Still it had itr: pleasent aspects in that
the people throughout the drive seemed gen irely pleaced tc sece
Americans and plied them with cider, wine, ap les, eecgs and flowers
A slightly different reception from the one we received from the
one we received when we =2rrived in Normandv for the “irst time.

Chartres airdrome w=s used by the enemy until ocur heavies blzsted
it out of the picture. A8 2 result our men hsve to »ut it back in
shape for use.

A Eschelon had a rough time of it when they arrived here for the
first time. It wes raining to beat the band, it was dark, no tents
pitched, 2ll in all not toc gocd. However wit’ the usual display
of initiative and resourcefulness and despite the vzrious handicaps,
they moved and got the place readvy for us.

Two missicns were flown from this base today on each one only
one bomb was carried. The first mission was a field day the boys
destroying enemy guns, troops, tznks znd M/T's. The second mission
w2s a NRO for the target was so well camoutrlaged our pilots could

not find it.

L=te in the afternoon and early evenirg the rest of the
squadron came stragsling in from strip #3 to bring us up to full
strength #gain. Our living ~rea =nd our working arecas are rounding
into good shzpe an? there hasn't been any interruption of the
flying schedule. The war goes on from Chartres for the 385th

Fighter Souadron,

The reins came again today washing out any possibility
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with flying, the other
their work consolidating

s continued to improve their living conditions,
flocrs for a foundation, securing lockers foi
their clothing =nd zenerzlly msking themselves fat,
Un the afternoon Wingsent throusgh = releace 1mtil dav-
brask

-

With the excentiocn of Cant=zin Elliott and Lt Schofield and
: -

few enlisted men the Squadron is opsrating with full
- anticiating =nnther move m T dontt “ecl itts gning

streregth
s sorn s the tire limit set bv sor je ¢ going to

stav here until evervtning is shinsh: ¥ workir

order - then ve'll move, no* hbe

The rain snd the mud are still with us today, with that =
low ceiling so no flying agein tod~y. Work on the sround element:
is oroegressing however. The pilots rocom is ir pretty pood sh=pe
The pilot's snack ber is n=srin- completion. All the other Dept-

artments : all se

t up and in working order.

£
Most of the pilots have constructed elzborate tent dvellings
hope of m-ny th=t all their efforts have not been in
way the Bomb Lirne is moving nowv er are alre=dy too
ar awsv tr render the ty-e of Groupd Sunnort we are sunnosed
to perform. Captzin Stzton znd Lt Early have =zctually const-
ructed a2 wooden hut in the oreference to living in 2 tent ~nd
itts a dzndv.
The rect of the day was spent wandering about the countryside
and

lo-king for laundey

" 4

! cleaning propositions. These items
best =re a difficult situtati

Livins in = fore

nlow throug

mentr

another menth for us
1 avdey which could be called incident=l
very little if =2ny onnortunity tc spend any

merning, the mud stil1l with us
gone, S 2 result hack to work for our
Scusdron, Briefing at 0875 for a 12 ship mission led by Major
Sparks our C.0. Of the twelve shivs on v two were bombed up
carrying one 500 pound bcmb =piece. We n~re still workirg with
po dle =nd Bronco =nd these two outfits ¢ like m=d towards
the German border. They can go fzster n i and none of
vill he angry, believe me.
Upon their return from this mi@siom our pilots reported a
satisfactorvy conglusion., The ¥ajor and Lt Miller were the only

ores carrving bombs. Lt Miller lost his shortly after tskeoff
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WHILE Major Sparks "lost" his on z convoy of seven vehicles
includin- jeeps and armored cars, He continued his grcd work
by clobbering some 15 enemy soldiers a2nd four other vehicles
No field day but not = bad hour's work.

Second briefing scheduled for 1400 with Cartzin Mumzw leading
the Squadron. In the same are - in which the first Flizht h2d 1
itts fun, this mission hzd a field day against 2 large enemv tank.
Twelve ships kept peeling off making nasses at it until it was
destroyed. In addition severzl other tanks =nd vehicles will
be o no use to the enemy anymore. It's a crackerjack outfit
headed by a crackerjack C.0. and it is making itts efforts felt
over here.

These two miscions were today's work, Although we were not
released it was evident no mcre missions would be flwon.

In the evening the pilots relaved about their room generating
up steam for a card gome or some other form of amisement to
while away the time. 1It's a rouch wzr or as the French would put
it "Ctest la guerre", ‘
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