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CURRENT EVENTS
July 1944

The new month was ushered in with 2 rain shower so
although we wer:z on a one hour alert from 0900 nothing
came tnrough, It's for sure that so far our stay in France
has been more or less a picnic, whereas we used to fly
five missions per day in the U.X., two are the most we've
been zetting in here.

The rest of the day continued to be uneventful too
with rain beating down steadily to forstall any flying.
We'tve had toc many days such as this and the inaction is
getting our pilots down,

At present we are waiting for three tlings in terms
of imsortance, regularity of m-il, Payday and B Eschelon,

Sundgy dawned with an slert at 0700 but throughout
the morninag nothing developed. Routine duties were csrried
out.

Major Weiler acquired several assistants in Captain
Mazur =nd Lt Pascal for a little indiscretion. This little
detail will keep idle hands out of mischief for a week,

The afternoon brought a Presentation Ceremony presided
over by Generzl Brereton., I t was of special significance
to our squadron because Major Quinmby =nd Captain Montag were
among the recipients of the Distinguished Flying Cross.
That mzkes two awards for each of them as they are both
wearing the Air Medal.,

Ne used to think it rained in England but this country
gets its share of it toc, as a ter of records that's
about 21l the weather h=as f sinc: our arrival,
There's one consolation, it car = forever,

Tod:y it rained the whole T oon which prevented
flying but hadntt any effect on our going over to thne

derly Room to be id. 1 s more thon a little bod
weather to do that. It to s a gocd morale builder.,
tround here there isn't any .lace to spend it yet it makes
for a nice feeling, Who knows s me day we might spend it yet.
The afternoon brought 2 discussion among the ~ilots
on tactiecs led by Major “wuimby., Our Chiasf is an who
keeps abreast of many things znd does not like t o into
a situstion unprepared,as 2 military leader, he never permits
himself or his squadren to lag. Lt Skalko g-ove discussion
on the disposition of tre German Air Force which was in
correlation witnh the touic of Major Quimby's session., After
this session, the boys went back to tneir opoker game. This
game didn't lsst long because a dive boubing mission came up.
The target for the Day.... 2 gun position strio near
Lessay. The ground forces heve started a push down the coast
1d we are going to help them in their progress,

The mission we=s successful in thzt the strip briefed
sterdd well but no gun emplacements were seen. The
ler called in bogies which our squadron investigated

turned out to oe rrigadly aircraft.
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After this mission we were kept on alert until 2130 when
we were re eased until daylizht,

The troops headed by Lt 0. Doria arrived late in the
afternoon to further swell our ranks. When the trucks and
irivers arrive we will 2gain be 2t full strength., Army life
is amazing in that for several weeks we've been operating
s a Squadron minus half our personnel yet there hasn't
been zny noticezble lack of coordnztion. These things
just further illistrate thit tnings csn be accomnlished
when they have to be with what 15 on hand if the purpose
is result enough. Well We'll see what is =ccomplished
fron hereonin.

This is a great day in Am-rica, here it's just another
dzy. Guns are fired here to serve a purpose other than a
commer2tion of the past. So l=t it be.

Briefing =2t 0630 for a dive bombing mission which
turned out to be a glide bombing mission because of noor
weather. Major Quimby led the squndron =2nd after hitting
1

the targzet went locking for ground targets. He found a

truck although lately his faney has run to jeeps and kmoc
it off the rozé =zs per usuzl,

Aft is mission we were on standby r further
missions,
Some o. the personnel h
with the lts that most o
o+ i “ve been

L
ne

12 On
Murph
he U,S
n-ve be
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In the meantime P W.E, Newton formerly the "Chiefs"
r went down to the Bezch to get a lond of sand
o

1
on

Je driv
in 8 22 ¢ truck. The mzin road was blocked so he drove
along a side road =nd right in the middle of this road
nit a Tellermine. The truck received consider:zble damage
while Pvt Newton'!s wounds are fzirly slignt -ad superficizl
It might have been @ different stopy had he been driving
a jeep. Now it looks as though Pvt Newton will receive
s Purple Hezrt for his wounds.

The second miscsion for the day rolled around late
in the afternoon with bridges again as the ossizned targets.
T-937,472 was the primary target with T-935477 as the
secondary one. Tre weather was extremely poor for dive
bombing or flying but the squadron went out just the seo
Captzin Montzg was the only one tc find the primary tare
-nd sfter zn orbit m=de a direct hit upon the target.
The rest of the sacuadron concentrsted on other bridges
in the vicinity. This should teach the French not to
build anymore bridges and the Germans not to use them -
we hope. Lt Vieck picked up small picce cf flak in
his plane as & reminder thst there is = war going on.
Thus ended another day.

As of this date 2in lzrshall Mumaw becomes the
#ssistant Operztions Offi and Captzin Mazur becomes
Blue Flight lezder. i ;as a switch in positions.

At ~815 briefing tock place for ancther bridge
dive fombing missions but a ceiling of 800 feet fore-

stalled it's developements. The day was spent antici-
rating the mission but it did not come off.

At 1300 Ceptein Mumaw and Lt Le Loup were to
escort the C78 to England. The C-78 w2s loaded with
Cenerals and after taking off headed right out without
waiting for itts escort. DBeczause the poor wesather
Captain Mumew and flight could not find the C-72 and
turned bsck from it's supposed escort mission.

This day found us released from "Ops". Everyone
who could “ound some me-ns of transportetion of getting
to nearby strirs to look up friends. Others used the
time to slow time new ships or supervise the doing of
1ittle additicnal things to their planes., The day was
not particularly favorzble to flying so erhaps not
much was lost by the relesse, If this weather would
only bresk, the Air Forces could go to work and really
clobber the enemy. .

Some of us took a ride to the front lines and sSaw
enough to convence us tht the Air Force is the only
branc.. 6f the service for us. The foot soldier learns
about hell long be cre he dies - that's for sure.
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