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I. ORGANIZATION.

A. Chenges in MOS and Squedron strength as effected by Table of
Organization 1-27, dtd. 22 December 1943 and Army Rir Force Regulotion
35-46, Dtd. 11 December 1943,

OLD T/0 AAF REG. NEW TXO

OFFICERS

0141 Radio Officer (s) 0141 Radar Officer Air Not Authorized
1010 Pilot 1055 Fighter Pilot (SE)

1011 F1t Commander 1055 Fighter Pilot (SE)

1021 Sq Commender 1055 Fighter Pilot (SE)

2021 Executive Officer 2120 Administrtive Officer

7542 Engineering Officer 4823 Eng Officer, Aircrft
7530-Armement Officer 4822 Armament ,Chemical Cff.

0ld T/0 Strength 39
New T/O Strength 51 = A difference of 12 Additional Pilots.

ENLISTED MEN

121 Not Authorized
245

309

501

502 Intelligence Clerk

504

513 Ap Inspector Ap Inspector AP Line Chief
519

664

675

51

888

928

929

i Comm Chief

0l¢ T/0 Authorized Strength 252
New T/0 Authorized Strength 245
' Plus 5 EM Armament Combat Teem
Plus 1 EM Cook for Combat Unit
Plus 1 EM Cook's Felper
Total 252
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STRENGTH, COM.ISSIONED, ENLISTED

1. At begining of period.
OFFICERS =m====mm====m==== 39
ENLISTED

Net Increase.
OFFICTRS
ENLISTED

Net decrease.

CFFICERS

ENLL TED MEN ~=eecee-ceceea=-f
End of period,

ENLISTED MEN =ec-ccccoces 246

This Squadron arrived at Stestion 486, Greenham Ccmaon on
Januery 13, 1944 at 0500 hour.

Peparted Ststion 486 Greenmham Common in two eschelons for
Chilbolton Station 404, The advanced eschelon departed March
14, 1944 end the move was completed March 15, 1944, This was
a permanent ch-nge of Ststion accomplished per Secret Orders
which are etteched to record.

Negative.

Negative

OTHER EVENTS, Mearch 1944

1. The first of the month came in with 2 bang when Lt P.B., Matin
wes forced to belly land while slow timing one of our newly
scquired airplanes. This incident caused by the failure of =
shrink strut to function was handled by Lt Martin in a perfect
faghion. By a straznge coincidence, Lt Irwin M. Pascal hae a
similar experience in the same plane seversl weeks ago.

Captzin Marchall Mumaw participated in the first mock dive-
bombing mission of this Group led by Lt Col., Meyers. Five other
pilots from the other two squadrons participated in this mission
Tt's main purpose was to familiarize pilote with Techniques and
methods used in ¢ mbat dive-bombing,.

Our pilets have been harpily slow timing their sirplanee, pre=
paring them for opersticnel use which they hope is not too far
in the near future. There hes been some scrmbling for lucky
numbers, lucky signe, ect. Before too long we should see
favortie names and favorite expressions and carricatures app=-
earing on the cowlings of our planes.
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3., The third day of this month brought back our comm-nding officer Major
Henry R. Quimby =nd Captain Thomae N, Montag from théir borrowed missions.
They had been attached to the 56th Fighter Group for w week in which they
flew operationally over enemy territory with enemy opposition to face for
the first time wi‘h the 2bove Group. The three miscione they participated
in where contact with enemy aireraft was pedding gave them material with
which thev regaled to the other pilets in the form of stories of what they
eaw and hesrd, The enretites of our pilots are sharply whetted for action
nowe

4, At eight o'clock in the evening & Squedron Party was held by the enlisted
men of the Squadron in the sergeants mess, to which the Of ficers were
jnvited and sttended, A G.T. Service Band suprlied the music for dancing
A number of girls frem the surrounding neighbourhood were invited and
arrived to make the party a great success, and it was obvious that a good
time was hed by =21l.

5, Lt Richard Kik was grounded es a result of the reoccurance of old pains,
symptoms cof aprendicitis. Fortunately, after a few days of observuztion
in the hospital an orerstion wae not needed. He may well go elong into

overation on one of the first migsions which he fesred he would miss.

6., Lt Forest Midlam suffered s mild concussi'n as 2 result of a freak accident
while bicycling. Tt appe=rs thet the flashlight holder slipped from its
position, fell between the srokee of his front wheel and tossed Forest
for the well known WToss™. At first it was feared his injuries were
more serious but he is recovering in fine shepe.

7. This squadren logt one of its Flight Lenders when the Nedics discovered
th:t lst Lt Devid O'Keefe has Tuberculosis. Dave hed a cold for months
whieh he could not seem to get rid of. It wes a severe blow to all of
us. Rest and care will fix him up but this outfit will miss him and
hie wisecracksand spirit, life and anticee

8, Today our pilcts were of ficially notified that they were on "OPS"e
Tt is the goal they are end have been working towards and from not on
the s are out to prove their clegsification of wcombet Pilots"

A praetice mission for this morning was scrubbed after an early
mornins briefing.

The group was pleced on rlert for a practice sweep into enemy terr=-
jtory this efternoon whick too was scrubbed because of incleme westher.
Everyone is raring to go.

1Lt Jensen had a little excitement today when his engine caught on fire
after lending. The tlames were put out without a gre=t deel of damage
+0 the nlene and no injury to the pilot.

a, Today S/Sgt E.P. Winnicki becrme the proud fether of an 84 pound
denghter: the ecehle he received was so worded th-t for a time he feared
he wae the father of eight one half round daughterse.

11, Carptain Melcolm smith returned from attending a Bombing end Strafirg
School which lasted three weeks, He wes sreeted with the news that his
wife had given birth to a baby girl on Feb 29, His problem is now to
celebrate the ledy's birthday since it legnlly occurs but once every
four yeasrs.

Routine Day.
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C-ptain James Goodwi ‘eplaced Captsain Roy Bowlin as * new Operations
of“icer. He ie a former member of the 395th Fighter Squarom.

First comb t mission into ememy territory ilown tnie day, an uneventtful
tighter sween. 'Ipon treir rc.urn to the field, our boys lended "hot™ due,
probaly, to unfamiliarity with the field, end the excitement of the mission.

Biggest piece of news was our move to Chilbolton from Coma ne. The Sguadron
wae nrlerted ijor a miesion, but it wsas gerubbed due to roor weather, Our

new locotion has brought the necessity for ad justment to new estzblishments
Right now everything is slightly chaotic, but & few d:ys «ill see order 2nd
a well org:rnized squacron again.

Our Squadron h=g gone to war! A second mission was flown tody deer into
enemy territory. Bec use o1 mechenical difiicuities, only eight ot eigh-
teen scheduled planes took part. It was &n uneventful mis.ion ana all our
pilots returned sattely.

Our squadaron tod flew » mission o1 a diiierent types They actec as close
cover to B-26's, which were tc bomb railway yarde at Fareil in enemy ter: .-
tory. It was 2 beautitul tlying day end those piivts lelt ben.ind ala not
11ke 11 one Uite

In the rea all enlisted men and officers ere trying to moke their living
quarters a little more livesbel ani comfortable. Every move means leaving
old comforts sna convereions 2na sTArting ancwe As yet we have not had
movies or any activitiss along the recrestional line though it should not

be long now - we all hope,.

Three officers in our squadron whil be eligible for the Air Mednl as a result
of ten siccesstul operationsl missions over emeny ter itory. They were Major
Quimby, Sqdn CO., Captein Rowlin and Cartain Nontag.

Our pilots tod=y flew an area patrol mission supporting and escorting
grous of Marauders end Bostons. The take off brought into light an
unnecessary accident when a G.T. truck ran into Flight Officer McCrone's
plane as it was texing out to the runway. The only damage to the plane
wes 8 damaged propeller. Flight Nfficer McCrone's dignity also suffered
considerably by this incident,

1t Donald Huff did not teturn with the squadfon and we were aprrehen=
give until he cadlled in and informed us that he had propeller trouble and
had to turn back after orbitting in emeny ter itopy some three times.

Captain Roy L. Bowlin left on DS to go to Ttaly where he will observe
and participate in dive bombing missions with groups operating in that
theatre.

This day our rilots flew ancther are= patrol, They did run into a lot
of flek and some of them came back in a flak harpy mocd.

Today our planes escorted B-26's which were attacking Criel for Second
time., Tt was another milk run,. The most exciting event of the whole
migsion mccording to our Major wes that he saw the Eiffel Tower.

Our pilots' shack is rounding into shape nicely. A radio, victrola, reading
gtand, kitchenette, card tables and a ping-pong table in the making, add
to the relaxation of our pilote.

Our EM are begining serap books of cliprings in the newspaper of the exploits
of our pilots. Recause of the sc recity of newspapers all the eclipings are

becoming as valuable as rare stamps,

D A\
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Thies day 1st Lt Irwin W. Pascal end 2nd Lt Albert h.einklaus had their
first glimrse of an enemy A/C, which was attacking e stragzling bomber.
They fired several bursts at it but the range was too great and the
©/A disepreared Before they could close in for = fight.

Pur squadron flew top cover while the two squadrons dive-bombed St.
Martin airdrome, Bernay. No flak, No E/A, no nothing.

the 395th flew one of it's deepest penetrations into enemy territory
to escort B-26's bombing Hierson, Cept=in Thomas N. Montag (Nellie)
drew first bdood when he destroyed two Me 109'g near Bernaville. He
was returning home after the mission when he spotted E/A attacking
the B=26's from the rear, A total running battle time of some four
minutes snd 1060 rounds of ammunition accounted for 2 E/A. There
was no holding the excitement when the boys returned home. "Nellie®
took a lot of ribbing and now is officially called "Ace™ Montag.

The Sabbeth is upon us but no rest tor the wicked, for a dive-bombing
miscion was scheduled for this afternoon, The mission was a success in
that 14 out of 16 bombs carried were dropped in or about the targe’
erea. The A.A. got pretty heavy about the time the last flight got
prepared to attack. No casuslties om other enemy action.

Today we flew into a different direction escorting VII Air Force heavy
bomb-rs. The flight went into Southern France and it was necessary for
our pilots to fly two missions in their escort work. The first was
uneventful in every aspect.

The mission for today was scrubbed, after several delays. The field
looked like a Depot with some twenty B-24's intermingled with some
P-47's, They were weathered in and decided to land here rather than
attempt to reach their home base, most of them have teken of this after-
noon.

The mission scheduled was scrubbed again and pilots were relezsed for
+raining and maintance, All of them was busy waxing end cleaning their
planes aes the Major insists on clean airplanes and too its to the Squadrons
advantagze to have them that way.

We were still on release so the morning was spent in Ground School
worke In the afternomon back to polishing and cleaning planes.
Svacisl Service has provided our EV with footb=lls, softballs, gloves
etc., 80 in leisure moments american sports are indulged in. At this
Base we have had few socisl or recrestional activities because the
work has been such th=t not too much time has been spent for these
activities.

Payday! Tt is here again and none too soon, the limit of our credit
has been re~ched and now we will all have cash to play around with for
a time,

This morning our pilots acted as top cover for a dive-bombing mission
into Frence, The two Squadrons which weee to do the dive-bombing,
returned with their "Babies" because the weath-r over the continent
prevented them from finding the target and bomb. The mission scheduled
for thie afternoon which was to be a repeat of tris morning's mission was
also scrubbed
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It ras been a bus, month and none of us are sorry see it come to
aniend, Our score ageainst the enemy - Two Fighters destroyed. on our part
me hits, no runs, no errors against us.

VII. MISSION REPORTS
14 March 1944

A. 368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Souadron
Lt Col Meyers Leading.

16 p-47's, time up - 0755
Time down-0935

Nil
Rodeo (Field Order No 78)
Through H. Nil
(1) Made landfall 0835 at 20,000 fedt over FeCamp area,
because of solid overcast observation was negligible.
No flak of any kind seen or enemy aircraft,
(4) Solid overecast 3,000 feet: Air-ground visibility nils
Aér to a2ir visibility good. Cirrus at 20,000 feet with
glight icing.
(6) Radio loud and cleer.
16 March 1944
A. 395th rFight r Squadron, Major John Hessler leading.
B. 13 P-47's,

C. 5 (one rough engine, one locse cowling, three inoperative
belly tanks)

DQ 8.
through J. Nil

Flak et lendfall in at 28,000 feet - scattered and not intense:
about 20 burste low and trailing. Flek at Diepre at 12,000 feet
about 600 feet behind the formation.
Cloude 2.000 to 6,000 feet 910 veersge. Second layer 7,000 to
10,000 solid. Rime Icing at 6,000 feet. Over Channel clear with
slight cumulus at 4,000 to 5,000 feet. Over continent clear up to
35,000 feet. No persistant contrails.
Nil
Nil

1130.
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1355,
16 miles N/E of Ostend at 1214,
Le Treport at 1259,
Nil
March 17, 1944
A. 395th Fighter Squadrcon, Major Frenk Perego lesding.
B. 18 P-4T7s.
C. Nil
18,
through J. Nil
Flak at Homoy, 13000 feet, black bursts, sparse. Formerie, 13000
feet, sparse and inaccu ate. Nogent, 12007 fe@t, sparse. Dieppe,
15000 feet, intense brown and orange bursts, he:vy.
Generally hazy over England, Clear over Channel., Alto-cumulus from
000 to 7000 fedt, 5/10 coverage over the emntinent. No icing anywhere
on route,
Nil.
Nil.
1338.
1630,
Eight miles North of Dieppe at 1430,
Dieppe at 1530.

Dungeness at 1412,

March 18, 1944,

A. 395th Fighter Squadron, M=jor Frank Perego leading, F.0.# 8 8.
B, 16 P-47s.
nil,
16.
Nil
Nil,.

1 P-47 NYR.
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1 pP-47, Flak hole .n wing.
Nil.
Nil.

Voderste flak 14,000 feet near Nuncg.
Tntenege flak 14,000 feet nesr Hasdin,

9/10 Coverage over England.
Clear over Channel,
7/10 Cirrus over Centinent at 10,000 feet.

1716.
Nil.
1434
1726,
Cayeux, 1507.
Rerck-sur-Mer, 1613,
Se Nil.
A, 395th Fighter Squadr-n, Lt Col Gilbert L, Meyers leading.
B. 16 p=-4T7s.
C. throught J/ Nil.
Moderate nesr Dunkirk,
Scattered clouds 4000 feet over England. Second layer buse at over
20,000 feet, Channel hazy at 6,000 feet. Over continent wisibility
excellent, slignt Cirrus overcast at 25,000 feet.
12,000 feet.
¥il.
1645,
1850,
4 ¥iles north of Le Touquet at 1728,
Berck a2t 18,000,

Dungeness at 1721,
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MISSICN REPORT
20 March 1944

A. 395th Fighter Squadron, Lt Col Gilbert L. Mevers leading.
B. 16 P=47s,
C. 2 returned esrly ( 1 redio bad and prop out) (1 escort).
D. 14,

=K Nil.

4/1Cth s clouds over Engls=nd at 5,000 feet., Channel clesr., Over
Continent, patches of cumulus at 5,000 feet.

M. 14,000,

N. M1,

C. 0814,

Pe 1051,

Q. 1901 Cfiel,
R. 0954 Criels

S. FHestings 0840,

March 22, 1944,

Ae 268th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter S-uedron, Lt Col Gilbert L. Meyers
leading,

18 P=-47s of the 395th Fighter Squadron,
Nil,
Circus.
H Nil,
left Bosted 1340, msde Landfall in 7 miles south of The Hague at
22,000 feet at 14303 R/V with Task Force of B-17s (Triangle Marking)
over Nijkerk, Proceed north approximately 30 miles, then west and made
landfall-out over Enghemd at 1535, 82,000 feet altitude and proceeded to
manston, arriving 16.35,
1. Nil
2. Woderate flak encountered from Rotterdem, The Hague, and Utrecht,
3. Nil.

8. Solid owercast over Engk nd at 3,000 feet. Over channel solid
overcagt 1000 feet, Over continent, 5/10 coverage at 10,000 feet.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.

”

MISSION REPORT CONT'D
22 Merch 1944 Cont'd

4, Cver continent, 5/10 coverage et 10,000 feet, Air to air visibility
good,

5. Two parachutists observed NW of Egmond and One H of Edan. Radio
generally good,

MISSICN RFPORT
23 Merch 1944,

A. 368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Squadron, Lt Col Gilbert L. Meyers
leading.

Be 16 p-47s of the 395th Fighter Squadron, Take-off 0945, landed 1239,
C. Nil.
Ramgod,
H. Nil,
Took off on schedule, flew course as briefed, making landfall in at
20,000 feet, Island of Schouwen at 1050, R/V with bombers over Nijmegan

at 1116 st 23,000 feet. Landfall out Schouwen at 1130.

l.- 3. Nil.

4, Heazy over England up to 6000 feet, 7/10 cloud coversge over channel
Clearly defined hazy front, 40 miles inland directly in path,

5. Nil,
fe Loud and Clear,

BENFRAL OBSERVATIONS.

1. Very large convoy of Bhips 15 miles eust of Bredwell Ray heading N,W
2. Yellow-nosed P-47s.

3. 40 Barges going into Bergen of Zodm, going S.E. Grid locztion
51°30* - 405+ gagt,

MISSION RFPRT .
24 ¥arch 1944,

A. 395th Fighter Squeiron, Mejor Henry R, Quimby leadings F.O # 103,
16 P-47s and 2 Spares,
Nil,

1€,
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MISSION REPORT CONT'D
24 March 1944 Cont'd

F. Nil. Observed th e 396th and 397¢h Squedrone. Four hits seen in the
dispersal area, two hits on the railroad tracks, some in the middle of
the field.

Nil, to K.

hazy, scattered cumulus. England aporoxe 10,000 feet, Over the
Chennel 12,000 feet (Cirrus at 25,000*), Continent, a little hazy but
generally good.

Nil.

N. E/A observed at 30,000' over Abbe heading Eest (One)

0. 1437

Pe. 1645

Q. Dives-sure=Mer st 22,000' at 1519,

R. Etretat at 20,000' at 1544,

Se Nil,

MISSION REPORT
25 March 1944

A. 395th Fighter Squedron, Mzjor Henry R. Quimby leadings F.O. # 104,

B. 16 P-4T7g plus 2 speres,

Ce Nil.

De 16’

E = Io Nilo

J. Cartain Thomas N. Monteg claims 2 Me 109s de:troyed between Amiens and
Pernaville, Returning home from the mission he waw these Me 109s peelig

off after sttacking the bombers from the rear., He dived down from 17,000

feet snd closed within 50 yards end after firing upon him could not see
the plane beccusé of the esmoke and dertis. He then followed the other
Me 190 to the deck firing upon him and saw him cresh into the ground
near Rernaville, These attacks tock place at 1515 to 1520,

Ground defenses henvy and intense A/A at Doullense

Hezy over England. Light “aze over Continent. Haze over Channel,
Bottom of “vercast over continent 35,000 geet, top of overcast 25000

Nil.

The Me 109s were gray in color with black swastikas. At least 30 planes
we & geen in this area,
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MISSION REPORT CCNT'D

25 March 1944 Cont8d

Q.
R.

Se

Cayeux at 1406
Cayeux at 1525,

Hierson.

¥ISSION REPORT
26 March 1944

A.

368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Squadron, Lt Col., Gilbert L. Meyers
and Major Frank Perego leading,

1€ P=-47s plus ® spares.

Nil,

16 P-4Ts, Freval ( Noball target A-30)

14X250 GP.

Good 16x250 GP loadeds 14x250 GP on and near targets 2x250 GP jettisoned
in ch nnel. Rombing dives started at 10,000 feet diving =t =an aggle of

500 with bombe released at approximately 3,000 feet., Majority of bombs hit

directly in target area and a great deal of black smoke observed,

- Je Nilo

Flek came from nothern part of traget, light and heevy, moderate snd intense
This was accurate and firing was from 10,000 feet down.

BAVU.
4,000 feet,
Nil.
513.
1735,
St Valerie en Cauxm 15553
Le Trevort, 1607,

Nil,
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MISSION REPCRT
27 March 1944

m A.

Be

368th Fighter Group, 395th Fighter Squedrmon, Lt Col., Gilbert L. Meyers,
leadinge

16 p-47s, 395th Fitr Sq, plus 2 P-47s, plus 1 P=-47 relay.
Time Up 1149
Time Down 1443

Nil,
Remrod, per F.0. # 108,
= He “11.

1. Squadron flew course exactly as friefed, Picked up firet bombdr in
min-chennel and flew witr bombers over River Loire to a point SE of
Nentes where the bombers were left. Landfall in was at 12332; land=-
fa1l out at 1410, “ires and smoke were observed at Nantes, Bombers
were flying very loose formetion with many singles end stragglers.

Nil.
Nil.

4, Solid overcast, heavy, st 6 to 7 thousand feet over England and
Chennel about 500 teet thick. Beneath this wus 2 heavy haze. Heazy
over Fronces

5. Nil.

6. Loud and Clear,

MISSION REPCRT
27 March 1944 # 2

A. 368th Fighter Group, 395th “ighter Squadron, Lt Cols, Filbert L. Meyers

Leading,

15 p-47s, plus 1 relay. Tim up 1 1546
Time down % 1805

Nil.
Remrod, F.0.# 108,
- P.. Nilo

1. R/V was made with the bombers as briefed and the B=-24s were escorted
out, LF in at Pointe de 1la Percee at 1525, LF out same at 1710,

2. Nil.

3, Nil,.

4, Wenther over Continent CAVU. Over England and Channel heavy solid
overcast moving North at O= 5,000 feet,

5. Nil.

6. Loud and dRear,

(\

1 20
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MISSION REPORT
31 March 1944

A. 39oth Fighter Squadon, Lt Col Gilbert L. Meyers Leading.
B. 16 P-47s nlus one spare,
C. Nil.

Nil Top cover

Nil.

- Ko Nile

strate-Cumulus up to 15,000 feet over Continent 9/10, fog end haze in
bresks. Over Channel and Over Continent =s briefed.

- N. Nil
0913
1113
0952 Le Treport
1088 Berek
Nil.
ENCOUNTERANCE REPORT

1 was lesding Red Flight on Warch 25, tlying the No. 3 flight in our squadron
which was acting as top cocver for two boxes of B-26s8. My altitude wes about
17,000 feet,

We were on tne way out and acout 3 or 4 minutes past Amiens when the attack
occured. Lhe enemy righters were apparently rlying at cut altitude, in the s-me
type of formation as we were 1in, end to the re r of the bombers. Well over 20
in number, Tne E/A begen 2 dive and closed together, com.ng in on the bombers
Low trom six o'clock. TUntil this heppened I thought they were some Ol our escort
lpon seeing the first one come up on the rear of the last box of bombers anda bre.x
ing down, I immediately ealicu thelir pusivion anu ..su Lhal ried Flight was going
aown,

I picked out the rear one of two in a string as my baby. BY the time I
got down, there were 2 number of them that had made passes at the bomberse I
put everything forward and was cathhing him fast but he was neaded tor cue decCas
T closed to ap ut 350 - 400 yards at about1500 = 2000 feet and opened up with
about 150 gefliction. T kept firing and closed to =bout 75 of 50 yards astern,
At this time a cloud of black smocke and fire came back caus ng the E/A to
diseprear in it. T was closing so fest that i them pulled up to avoid hitting
him. When doing this I lost him. My No 2 man, who was with me all the time,
saw him blow uve

I then put mynose down end there w s the leader of the two ships string
right in front of me. 1 got in a short burst and saw strikes before he hit
the deck, I mean he really was on the floory 7T was following him up and down
hills trying to get a bead on him, T finally succeeded in getting in several
more burete into him seeing 2 lot of strikes both times before 1 over-

) A ) M)
| 2 <)
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ran him, I then pullea _ut to the side and was trying 1 get back on his tailj
my No 2 man on one side and I on the other, Before I could get back to get
another shot he hit a tree and blew up when hitting the ground,

After finishing all of this we were between Rernaville and Doullens. We
started to climb back up end were fired at by light A.A. We climbed to sbout
10,000 feet and came home by ourselves,

No damage was sustained by e ther of us.

T am Claiming two Me 109s destroyed.

THOMAS N. MONTAG
Captain, Air Corps
Flight Leader.
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