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tz;king care of equirment and general cleaning up.
0 ° - = . == % 2 e

_'1:;.;;!'9 C}'b provided an orportunity for rest and relaxstion. A crowd of
civ an‘glrls vere imported from Por$smouth and & good time was had by many
The shortage of liquor is almost a serious vroblem =-- it was this night “oo..

At night a dance at the

The Group was on releese from "Ops" this day so a rest veriod was in

Al o~ p & 3
order. '[1.: s strange how most of us look forward to e release from activ ity
but when it comes we wonld rether be on "Ops" becruse time pusses much more
ranidly. 3 7

sunday rolled around with an 07320 Briefing 2 Dive=R ing i

on Nemur. Lhis has been a fovorite target fi,r)t1{‘12r"':teu)\lr‘;:sgismbng?o}:a:%lgn
pilots got to the line, take-off time was moved up to 1220. Finally the boys
took off on their mission. Reports indicated that some good hits w;re scored
though sme of the pilots still have a tendency to hit farmer's fields. Could
be it makes for a better target than the one scheduled.

Today our Squadron was Ton=Cover for the Group which was hitting a
bridge at Sedeane Reports indiceted that there were near hits but the bridge
was still standing when the Group came home. Poor shows In the evening a
presentet ion of ewerds wes mede to the Pilots of our Groure These awards
were the Air Medal and Oak Leaf Clusters and few were the pilots in our Squad=-
ron who did not share in the presentation. As @ mtter of fact, a2 lot of
the boys were not taking any chences of not geting ribbons and had their own
purchased well bef rehend. A complete list of these awards will be found
under the appronriate heeding in this Historye.

Rriefing at 0830 for 2 crack at gun jnstellations at Calais. This is
an musual tyve of mission because as a rule our pilots have been briefed
to stay away from th jg area., Today we 2Tre€ sticking our head into the Lion's
den ns it were. Most of our bovs aren't nervous ebout the whole thing,
they are just naturally quicke

calais turned out to be the flek erea for which it has been noted.
The plenes of yajor Quimby, Lt. Kest ing, and Lt 7ill brought back sceres
from the missions Nothing seriouse

The afternoon brought enother mission of dive=bombing on = Noball
tergete Tuch squadron has been essigned its own tarzet to be attacked a-
fter the coest has been reached. Our squadron claimed that =11 dbut two
bombs hit in the woods housinz the Noble target. Tt's difficult to score
results of hits on Moball tergets because you cen't see what you are to
hit end if you hit it, there's no way of knowing. The plenes w-re put
4o bed and at 2000 we called it = day.

10. This greet day in my life, my birthday opendd with a.ba{\g. At 46000
the 0.,De. awekened e11 of us for 2 priefing on an Escort Krission.of the
deep penetration type of sunport for B-17's and B=24'S8. .’I‘he Sq.undron took
off‘heﬂded for the enemy coast when the mission wes scr'x?bec_l. I.h'st‘t now?
cant. M.A. smith had a thriller cn this morning's 'Euss:.on. ;_‘e'lt’.nded
at our field with = dead sticke FHed the miscion been flowm ‘15“"1?1;"117
planned, smitty would be learning some other langucge .b'es“des ..ngtlilf
Things like this are what keep our boys OL she ball.. he'keep on te m%‘
oo § +o bring those plenes pack end they do which 1s 1:11ce cooperation.
- ves & dive=bombing micsion on the Cem=
ed as its essigned terget a choke
111 there after we leilve
at mission this efter-

our nilots

The seccnd niesion for the duy
brei vershelling yards. Our sgque dren h
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noon They =zre go fe W
. ¥ s good fellows and heve moved intoc the Squadron nicely
Jue ly.
™ 3 $ 4+ e P B 3
The mission for this dey is snother dive-bombing migsion on Marshall

ing Yards at Tournei. It's been push
U A irned 1% n pushed up several tim e '
sitting on it weiting for the word goe imes now sc we =re-just

1t. C. Gamble hed a visitor teday his brother-in-law s/s
unner on = R-24, R
out the next tens

At 1204 the Squadron took off on it's m jon. It wes s successful
one but due to a great deal of haze & diffic one to fly. Results could
not be observed becsause our Sgusdron wes not in & pogition to observe it's
own results.

After critique another Briefing for a p-26 Iscort mission. The haze
continued to be a flying rroblem in this seccnd mission too. while the
B-26's hit Mezieres our Group provided top cover. The eventful espect of
the whole mission was escorting back two B=17's which were badly shot up.
Cne of these B=-17's just made the Chennel going strong on one Zngine. One
crew member wes seen to 2il out over Belgium. The f1lak had no eyes for
any*h%ggsbag_the vpig Friends" today.

s 'Y ond 1t George Colburn, our Armement Officer, beceme 1st Lt
jecrge Colburn. His sweating days are overs

o+ D ~ 3
= hd ; 3 S/08% Re Crosoy
The Sgt. hes zlready flown twenty missions and is sweat=-

iss
ult

7e begen the day by ce*ting up =t theee A, For my money there's
nething cute about that song woh T hate to zet up in the morn%ng." 5ri§f-
ing at 0330 A.MN. one flight frcm each squadrcn perticipated in 2 Practice
wission escorting g-47's which were mocking an sttack on & bridgeneed at
Newberry our 01ld stemping groundse

Ax.OQEO +he resl thing ageine A dive=bombing misgion on two targets,
a Br et Nemur and an elternate tarzet the ¥Wershalling verds same pluce

same SNO¥e The boys came back from the mission questioning =28 t+o0 vhether
or not the rrover target wos ettacked. lONE of them saw @ br:d;“, yet =2
bridge wes oup terget. The altern=te torget sttacked was not the ong
briefed eithere They hit ¢ railro=d yard, blew up some tenk cars &n
1rozd trackse
1640 ceme ¢ relens
"we been working pret'y hard and letee.

e until deybresk and it wns most welcclmees The

we didn't heove 1o get to the

wing ie giving us & rest as result ‘have to t
1ine antil after nine KM. The release {rom "Dps".wﬁlcn is in e;_:ct
until daylight mekes possible other form of cctivities. OGome fA“~E? DR
Pilots a}c on the line chesking +heir airplenes, others are CUL- rb::1§1n5
up for 2 coftbell geme thig aft rncon. cur boys heve been werking NETr
and the rest ir a welcolm onee
y our fhief heoe &8 first eschelon hoircuts
pald heﬁi?= men went their remeining heir }cf

with e gocd phead of heir went it 2ll cut fe

£illed vith neculiarities

i

i
ng while these of us

1if
t 3

ayndey wes a8 49y of rest in the res]l sense of the worde . Dive

9
pombing mission wes scheduled but was serubbed.
mhe rect of the day WEs jevcted to sctivities
+o indulge ine. Scme just slert, others found things to do; ;hsh o
s . ~elhe 3 : 11 tecm end beat the panis
jeslly mi a boys got tofs her a coftbel i :
athletically minded boys % ; e paRE
of £ the 39Tth Fighteor Squadrone No longer "Ny question of our superiorty

uzdrons in e11 sctivities.

+he persénnel wanted

over the other two 59
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I Last night Jerry hit this field but grod, dumaging some thirteen
eirplunes to the extent th t they cen't be used for this mornings
miscine The whole dispersiel sre=z ig littered with duds but other-
wise the d:mage is nct toc extensives “hether this wezs a premeditated
attack or zn =sccident as a result of jettisoning. The ﬂenAhzve cpotted
whnt sr-neared to be = Cerm=n photographic planes in the =ir over our
field several tirerc, but we 211 pooh poohed it. Nov the Jerry is brinzing
the war to our field, Just for thst we'll blast the hell out of one R
of their fields.

The ssion for todey is to dive bemb th A/D at Bretigny. The 395th

is flyinz too cover vwhile the other two souadrons do the bombinze. So
¢or tnke=off time hmc been pusghed up one =2nd = half hours. Further
difficulty hec been expverienced bec-use of the da ece done to our planes
1-st eveninge. Turth-r =gsesment of damege by Jerry bombers lest night

5
develops in destructicmof two planes, five had to be cent to the Depot

for repair, six can be repuired by our own ground crew. It appears

s +otel of thirteen planes were demegeds. A 20 foot crate

exploded bombs wes the net result of 128t nizhte reid by Jerry.
were released late in the afternocn after sitting zround «
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for o Fi
¢ lifted so the boy
coener in the air th-

+ 1 $ £y were rec
o fly the same mi s~~'n.

'pon their return
difficulty emcounter=d trying to fly troug 1e overcuste
ns, Lost flights, spins were the themeof todoy'e flyinge
the Squadron lsnded we've ull been :mr&tin} one Co2ptain 2l
He's & NYR which isn't grode Hcowever we mre hc‘ﬁgq thhf ;A-
very socne.
“ar“sal’ Yumew returned to "Ops" tcday after 5
ame He said it's a country club there dbut
that way. We sre gled
ader Cartain R/E. Bowlin
'ﬁ'ch disorder =znd secocnd!
cho 14 be flying '
of Yew Pilots =
Scho

they cen be ¢ ur new boys zre Lt, Aldridze

Snyder, Lt Vieck,

This moning brought nc further in
cmith, Yac a Fli it Leader, a grand fellow in ever“

did + retarn from yssterdu"s migsion. !¢ was last seen making
while flying on instruments in on overcest some 80 miles incide of enemy
territory., There's not to much can be sald when anything like this
except why must it happen to nice peop vags will be micsed esnd it
our hope =nd Preyer thet he is 8- fe even 1f it is in enemy terri t(rV.

me ure still on release until noon todaye The weather is bette
today but then it would be todsy inste=d of yesterdey.

The return to "Ops" brought an escort mis-ion in su port of B-26's
h ing targets in 2nd sbout Wontivillers. Tzke off gcheduled for 1514
with the westher g cd for a changze, The R/V vas mde as plenned =n: nc
unususl activity of eny:ind was bserveds Ancther 1"ilk rune

74+ wes up at 06 for priefing this mc raning =ni 2 hurried vri"
grour., We just go't off the truck té find everything wes aCrJUuFJ.
top it 211 off we were r:’nseni until daybrenk tomorrow =2
»- +the boys went back to the sack for » few more hours of g
fﬁst went ot breakfast in masse for the first time in a long tx;:.
usurl pilot shack activitics sccounted for.'hci‘y,.cin VTL e
oong, test kovs and out to the lint to worx on individual plenes

3 3 n i vriena”
s morn ng is was up at ©oC briefing for a "Big Fraiend

migsion The boys took them a3 21 as Paris then ceme back
.
i a o ' 1300t ot three,
and mctor vechiles. Cﬂpt'11 Monteg's f;;hht‘ ot C T
with his guns along with It Gecrge urhes, Lt P artin ¢ Q‘ 4

. o1 reanons the hean
These eight guns 2re damgzerious weano! in th

1 v

1ncom-tive.
nilots and thet's for suree. : L) )

The afterncon bre nght sandby for eur squadron thlr tufﬂ h
snwent. We are gitting arcund to sce

~ther two

aqi . out on#
gauadrons ere out on

what gives = and 11 o'elock * n we were relecsed
The s~u dron w=s kent a i until seven |

until deybreak
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iefing for 2 dive bombing mission on =
This ic an vld target of ours it beinz =mong the
iive bombed br use. e were sl=ted to flv top cover
thot two flightc were t¢ carry bombs, twoc were tr¢
t To sk ond delayed bcmbing are the tuciics to be
ts e substitute for divebombing.

The Chief flew this mission todzy z=fter mising the seyeral due t0
8 stomech didorder. He's very seldom found on the 1 he cen helr at,

A eschelcon undergoing & dry run of evenits . equipment
and men zre being nut thrcugh their paces this &af ! o elininete all
dicerenencies or last minute hitches in aperstiona! functioninge 3 eschelon
as sivting smugly diaing their time. It won't be lo now so it's roumered
noumers ore whet make life so much m-re interesti the rervice = what
we de without them?

Centnin Fred J. Fama is attending un escape and evesicn lecture in

London,.. Lucky Fellowl

The returning pilots cle imed hits in , on =nd under the bridge. It
wes not comrletly demclished but it wén't be Out Boys ce
claim ckin bn”%;:vxsz is not the technigue t wgeinst thi of target
The westher started to clese in egain s

would

The relessé sontinued umti GO ¥ ; eler bor
st 1470 briefing wer i for 2 bombing n upon an /I
alternate terget wr LR
: the tinguiched I'lying
144 oth AF, G

4 3
om their mission extre y ’;e
14 . \ 3 )i but two bombs hit in tke nt
resultse. ey clai al) bat B el ks
the target egen r dirt, derbis 1

rriefing
beve been

’:,P""‘ﬂ ~nen

gchulte
T4

1.

trein,

bva

v a

+¥.at
neme roumor hes e
ordered elsevheree The nex:

gtorye

Prie
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hag struck our field, t
rags threugh,some of us z.2 d-inz 1t the
from the mission reporting a2 milx yyn s
interesting centinental observ.tions whi £
efforts on ocur pz=rt. Yothing ne- on o stetus
rrevel:nt haze over the Channel and Continent v -revent
tse G5t:nd Byl .
Just at-ut the t me everyone w=s about ready to go to chow cur squadron
was alerted for zn emcort mission to A-27s who were going to bomb 2
+arget near ibbevillee Our b oys were at R/V on time z bunch
going 6C degrees from their course, ricked them up 2nd i
i decided ther were the wrong box
Here the A-20 were oicked
11 in. m there our

ndfe

ComonSe
1ousy dirtv luek 1t Curt C. Doescher
> .qy”- over enemy territ ory ¢ £ 1215P .M.
500 an- briled -ut
re a2 arently ctunned

mp vhere he v

ret v Heart, Lt George

. v T
15 ¢ s bombhkgg n A/D =27
T - e + £15 for € : v
riefing - et OE15 fox =5 B e e a2
Vazent nesults werw not chserve iue 1o = : % ok .0 ?g‘ .r.}lﬁl'
i B S 3 1 ocomotive S.W. 01
jient occurrede.

)ept wos

: . 13 mho

On the return trip 172) ¢U1 MDY
~nertes. Nothing of any interest

S 3 th-+ Szt

e T og

i o
gnforned th-t his wife gave birth t

sbsentee cnnrrship sgaine
The PI¥ brought snother dive ur
mhe nrimrry target celected is i brid-e, the secondery
bridce in the rcgion #f Elbeuf.
i one of the most successful
were comnletely bombed cut
1though one of
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