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SQUADRON HISTORY
Month of November.

Negative
11. STRENGTH COMMISSIONED AND ENLISTED

At beginning of Period:
OFFICERS
ENLISTED MEN —---e-eecemcnmecaencccmeem 253

Net Increase:
OFFICERS ~—=—eeem——mm— e eemmmmmm e e eememee. 1]
ENLISTED MEN —cmem e e e e e e e 1

Net Decrease:
OFFICERS ==weecameeeenacmmccececaaeceeee 5
ENLISTED MEN =--—emcmmmmemmeeeeeeeeeeeee. 0

At end of Period:
OFFICERS ~———vcemeemmc e ceecmemem e 62
ENLISTED MEN —=—=--~eccmem—me——————a————- 254

Negative

on 7 November 1944 Flapper Squadron was divebombing a warehouse
installation near Bruck, Germany. Lt Russell J Grosjean was flying
wing to Major Harold P Sparks our Commanding Officer. The target
was situated in a deep valley 2nd the angle of approach was a diffi-
cult one. Major Spzrks went into his bomb run and completed it suc-
cessfully. Apparently Lt Grosjean peeled off and followed him down
on the target. From all appearances Lt Grosjean released his bombs
but did not pull out of his dive because returning pilots report a
large explosion just south of the target. We haven't any actual eye-
witness to the actual crashing of the plane but Lt Grosjean did not
return from this mission. He is being carried as M I A since no fur-
ther word has been received of him.

On 19 November 1943 our Sguadron was providing support for the
First Infantry Division in the vicinity of Heistern, Germany. Bootly
the Ground Controller marked a target with smoke and our Squadron
proceeded to bomb and strafe this target. After bombing the target,
our Sguadron began to form into flights again at an altitude of five
to seven thousand feet. At this time a formation of twenty plus
FW 190's bounced our Squadron and combzt ensued. Lt Charles Earls
was flying Purple Number Two position to Lt Robert Caldwell who was
leading this Flight. Sometime during this combat period, which be-
gan at about 1015 hours, a FW 190 was seen on the tail of an identi-
fied P-47. Two other Groups report seeing a parachute open in this
vicinity. When the Squadron returned from the mission, Lt Earls was
listed as N Y R and to date no further information is available as to

his whereabouts. He is now being carried as M I A.
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The following awards have been awarded to oersonnel of this or-
ganization during the month of November 1944.

The Distinguished Flying Cross was awarded to Lt Robert C Fay,
at present carried as M I A by this organization.

The following Officers were awarded the Air Medal during this
month:

2nd Lt Robert D Dicks
2nd Lt Bryce A Ralston
2nd Lt George E Swink
2nd Lt Russell J Grosjean

The following Officers were awarded their Air Medal by General
Quesada who c:me to this field on 27 November 1944.

2nd Lt Grodon E Mongar
2nd Lt Kenneth D Pzeper
2nd Lt James E Stover

Bronze Star Medals were awarded to the following named person-
nel by Generzl Quesada:

S/Sgt Allen ¥ Olson
S/Sgt Henry C Cannon
S/8gt Lewis B Brasell
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curht some more clecse=-sunnort work fc 1ic 28th Infantry
Major Sparks led this one and left the Squadron's trade
town of Schmidt, From all rer: beautiful job of
done, After thl: tle shc ia »narks went
d racked n 3 2 de yed moto ransnorts,
eneratic 1
for sure,

md mission was scmewhat
drooned their bombs over enemy territory.
] Channel are all over so that when
the bombs still serve a useful purpose,
Ivey had himself a thrill yesterday on
the field iis encine conked out on ni
short distance from the fleld, IZxcent

up & lot of Belgium soil, Lt Ivey w unharmed,

a few days

sand noun

ese babl

Cuas prevente
an

( ron ed them stral ht and RO results

tactics
to renorts,
new pllots have been adc ) » g the person of
Norliega, It Scott and Lt Hord They look retty good

we are glad to zet them C ' n '‘aces around here these

‘ht the Ground Officers were moved In the guarters with

onsolidati iv? arrancrements, With the excentlon of

Lt Schof and Lt Luker, who are living in 2 trall
all set for the w! Wwe'l) be spoiled for sure now what

dows of real cglass, doors
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The first mission was no sooner on the ground then a brieflng was
called for a second mission, Tsake-off time was set and all prepara-
tions were made only to have raln and snow set In,as & “'s‘1t at
we drew a release until daybrealr, This about took care of
ron's activities fer the day,

1, a recent addition, is going around with
of word from home that on October 1€
Nice work boy,.

P>

-~

Mumaw returned to us
Officer,
Snvder left this
will work In a tenk
not one,

A 0700 Zriefing took place a Group mission, O inally sche=
duled as & 16 ship Squadron 1t 1is n > unusnual for u put more than
12 airplanes on any one missic ake~off was set d from OB30 to

930, then to 1030 and then le he hours went by snd nothing
constructive took rlace excer tain Mumaw's effort tc fix the door
leading to this builc-n,.

In the meantime, Lt Carry ho n D
some mall =- valn effort ad
hls expverliences so far &

Rumor has 1t that a
arount of mail hesaded for
begin but after not gettin-
any kind of rumor,

of the clear and in
fc escort B3-26's back
bacco Road days are with

ir

S, dropped
. few stories
s

w'1ll be worn
event of the day was S o

line, The boxb line hasbeen static for too long, 1 yuld 1 o0 see
1t veyond Berlin then I would start makingz wagers on the fin day of
the war., This 1s as good as any time to mentlon a wager between Cap-
tain Clark and Lt Doria.-Thke waéer hinged on the war ending on October
15th and for every day beyond that day that the war lasted, Capteln
Clark was to pey Lt Doria’ & hund “Dj francs per day. We now have two
nervous Officers in the Group, Lt Dorla is sweating Captain Clark out
while Captain Clark 's sweating & rise in the market price of lambs,
sheep and wool, Zaptaln Clark says he has made bad bets before but
I'11l wager none as bad &s this one,

2

nificant change

same mi on 1ich has been on schedule
was briefed again iay t 10 avalil, After the ¢
usual sweating out » ezan to last until a

"ona at 1500,
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The pilots who aren't on schedule can do pretty much as they nlease
with their time while those on scheduls have to remain o slert in the
Pilot's room., A radio, card games, reading and a warm fire help to pass
the time away.

Lt Howard (Good Heavens) Jensen is off on & 7 day leave to a rest
home in England. Eis long DS in Group "Ops" prevented him from teking
advantage of any privileges &and cut down on his combat flying but he's
back in good form risht now,

Very little excitement these days but when things get a little on
the dull side the Squadron does chip in to liven things up. "Punk"
steals a chicken from the mess-tent or "Jet" Yellow Flipht's dog, falls
into a flour barvel, Life goes on,

The morning began with a meeting at the Briefing Tent which was of
interest to all, Lt Colonel Perego announced that he was to remain with
the Sroup as Commander, This is & good way to begir any morming for
those of us who have known Colonel Perego for over a year now know that
a better selection could not nave heen made,

At 130C hours all the S-2 Officers met In.a meeting at Group where-
in they were informed of great developments to come and to meke plans t»o
rrecet them., From all indications it's the blggest thling which has to
make its mark felt over here.

At 1445 our Squadron took off on the long delayed misslon, Deflcre
most of the planes cleared the ruvnwey, the mission was scrubbed and they
were all called back. They came back, got comfortable and at 1445 were
ordered to take orff again, It was tken 1515, Things llke this happen
ever so often to keep things humming.

The Squadron returned from its mission after a somewhat hectic
triv in the foul westher with little news of consequence, It was just
a long hard ride,

We added two more pilots to our roster in the persons of Lt Springs
end F/0 Russell, Some of the older pilots may get & chance to go home
- = - we hope, j

Twenty-six years ago today the World War I came to an end. It
will be a zreat day when we can oroclaim the end of thls war,

The day ovened with a 0830 Briefing but the mission was scrubbed
before it was airborms. Atll00 we were released from comhet overstions
until daybreak. As a result the rest of the day was devoted to the
training of the new pilots and rocket missions, Lt Forest lildlam 1s
really a "hot-rock™ with rockets. On yesterday's mis=ion he got a
direct hit on trne target which 1s darn good shooting.

Lt Edgar "Pat" McCrone tcok off today for a 3 day DS tour on the
rocket range, Lt Kenneth Snyder who 1s on DS to an Armored Column may
well be having himself a hot time right about now.

Lt Paeper had himself a close c2ll while on & rocket firing mis-
sion, The range wes socked in so on the way back to the base the boys
enpaged in a little buzzing. The buzz-job had Lt Paeper run smack
through a tree., This could have been a serious accldent but good for-
tune smiled on this pilot this day. Now a combination of pilots are con-
tributing a sum of money to the kitty, as a warning that our C,0. does
not object to buzzing but to the way it's done,

m A
1930
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Lt Kleinklaus 1s on his way home to join our other npilots who
have completed their operational tour. Al has dore his share and he
is in need of a food long rest from combat, Long Island sure would
look good to a lot of us now.

If the weather wonuld only let up it sure would make for a shorter
war. A 0900 briefing was just a dry-run for showers set in forestalling
flying. At 1130 a release from "Ops" came in thereby cancelling all
prospects of any combat flying., In the afternoon, the nilots were shown
combat films followed by a lecture by two civilian representativss from
the rocket range who zave them & lot of pocop on these weapons,

The only event of interest scheduled for this evening 1s a big
pinochle game for those who play it. This has supnlanted all other card
rames so far as this Squadron 1s concerned. That's all.

p

These days continue to he long and dull -~ too much of both, The
mornings begin with a briefing -- the mission 1s scrubbed right after
the briefing, then the releasse coues through andé that's all, From here-
on in the day dragged -- no more could be ssid of i1t, lio constructive
work exceot paper work has been accomplished so far this week,

The night 1life in Bruxelles 1is getting to some of the Enllisted
Men. Cpl Fountain and Cpl DPaniels have dound out that if one wishes
to dance one must pay the fiddler, Oh well, there are more privates
in the Army than noncom's anyway.

Same old story todey -- nothing doing. <*he morning began with a
release at least making wnnecessary sweating out a misslon.

We got three more pllots today in the persons of Second Lt's Jetty,
Hellwlg, and Hoade., Come o in boys, the water 1s getting warmer. A4ll
in all that makes seven pilots in traing now in our Squadron. It looks

ike a new outflt already.

Today is the day of the "Big Push." All morning long
Eombers have been going overhead in the direction of the Re
Medium Eombers followed the heavlies and at 1300 the flghter
whiich 1s us went into actior, This is the third "Big Push"
iroup and no one 1s anticipating any plenic. Glve them hell boys and
let's get solng home,

The one and cnly mission of the day was led by iiejor Sparks., Fly-
ing In very poor weather our Squadron of 16 airplanes took off to work
with Pooty, the Ground Controller, First Infantry Division. Lt I.e Loup
was forced to abort because of @ rough engine and shortly afterwards
Lt Nolan came back with & rough engine, itting on the ground for a
long time doesn't do our airplanes any good and a nlssion of this sort
finds Lt Buchman, cur Engineering Officer, in a very sweating mood.

The mission on the whole war a falr or pnoor one from all reports in
that not much was accomplished. 3till it's a morale booster for the
Ground Forces to see our pllots out there trying to do thelr best to
help, A release from "(Cps" came in while the Squadron was still in

its landing trarfic pattern csancelling all other flying for the day.
Rain ushered in the morning so apaln today our Group could not

much to ald the Push as the day went by the rain increased thereby
aking fly'ng impossible. A release at noon put an end to all thoughts

A
) 9310
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DS pilot, stopped in for a visit enroute
» Mpeth L'L:one returned from DS to the rocket
stay of al¢o4t a week.
ncon brought back schnoc lays for the pllots., The re-
snt up to to take recognition tests on aircrart while

o
e otAerg 1:istened to lectures from Lt Buchman and Captain llumaw.

al
2N

In the meantime, Lt Schofield and Lt lolan rounded up some st
th
s

e
foz feest tomorrow nicht as more cr less a celebration in honor of
devarture of two of our pilots Captain Steton and Lt Kleinklaus, t
still raining.

Lt Hayes and Lt Dimen emerged rrom the shavetall class this even-
ing when orders came throx ch promoting them to lst Lts. They worked
nard and well and the promotion was In recognition of their abilitlies.

The weather broke agaln today an - went back to war,
The first mission of the day was led by Capta Bow Ln in support of
the FPirst Infantry Division In and sround ire lck The Squadron got
some twelv~ direct hits on the town i
disturb Chamber of Commerce no 1 s in Bowlin lined
up benhind some Allied tanks and aided trnen yvlasting at unseen tar-
gets, Our Uadtain has a wonderful analys mind and he doesn't nee
to be told whet to do when a situation arils Lt Ivey then tcok his
flight on a strhl;n, nmission and destroyed five ¥/t's and one JGE“
Lt Fortney on his first combat misslon racked up one destroye
which is a rood way to start a career. Lt Hayes got ¢
Tt Ralston one, and our (cod Lt Ivey the remalning one.

We audeu another new pilot to our roster in the

Binter past week we've been gettlng lot of new

coula ¢ 1d 8 replacement for myself any day nowv.

evening a steak dinner was I in the

und C;fipers, three newspape crres)
Carbine and
Ma jor Sparks
responded

rcoled from thel L youl.d a 7ood news=-
111 enjoyed the excellsnt quibt "o some red faces
to the fact that blushing 1s =i l a go é American char=-

So ended a zood cay.

There was nothing unucual about the way this day began to indl-
thet anything unusual would transpire. Ve all slept until the
hours, came down to the line 1n a leisurely fashion, went to
leisurely manner, we were only scheduled to fly the one
one anticinated any action. ”bP Sq“ucrw' led Captain
flew to ‘lelstern, contacted Booty, Db a tar; an rom there-
things began to happen, Just as our ts were lorn-,‘ up after
they were bounced by twenty nlus FW Ots It was some show
lasted from all renorts, Lt Joseph W ams, a real old tlmer,
destroyed two FW 150's, Lt Caldwell d2stroyed one &nd damaged anotre.,
Lt Diman destroyed one and Lt islston, a recent replacement, sent on
down in suoke. Incidentally, Lt Ralston really found out “aut c“ﬁbat

)
oy
df

is like for he brought home a nlenty beaten-up alrplane, C(aptaln

[ ) /\
) 93 ¢
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Noriega flew his flirst combat misslon today which is really
way of gelninz combet experience but from all reports he did
Fortney had a cylinder blow in his engine and after a hectic fl
landed at A 93 at LLP e, He credlts Lt Ivey with doing an
€scorting him there for his alrplane was blanketed by
*m;a sislc to see, The sour note of the whole afrair
Larls did not return from this mi .on and at present
ed as NYR, o one can definitely state what haspened to
here are reports from other Groups that a P-47 was seen to go down
in L“is vic‘uitJ. There are also revorts that a parschute was cesn to
orén so we are all hoping that Chuck was in 1t, Young, eager, ard easy
to et along with, Lt Earls was coning along in finec shape nd ne will
ve missed., Take gocd care of yourself Chuck -- we'll be lo g out for
you some day. rrom the standpoint of wirning the war, we g he best
of the enemy today but we don't like to pay & orice no matter 1}
glble. So ended another day.

Nc news of Lt BEarls this morning we are still honing for the
best. The morning broke with rain and it cortinued to do so all day
oreventing flying of any kind. From a actical standpoint not nmuch
of anything was accomplished.

A rumor came through which had mveryane opuzzing around here, The

that our Forces had broken thr . way beyond the bomb line
had us thinking of the break-.hrou; at St Lo, However, later
iispelled the story as ourely rumor making for a great deal of dis-
ment &all around, That 1s the way of life over here.
in all a pretty dull day.

11 days are still upon us since the weather shows

T any klnd., Several days of good weather would

fterence 1in the course of this war since the Grow

use Air Support,

1adron was scheduled to fly in support of Booty again today
and & ng was held for this purpose. However, we had to wait our
turn sin he other two Squadrons had not flown & mission in rotation.
The Qa" went by and h;tuDiéﬂ we remained on & one-hour alert, no combat
mission was flown. Instead our Squadron concentrated on trai ning flights
for we have many new pilots to be trained before they are scheduled for
a combat ﬂiaSiOn. As a result of this %training, et least some construce

ive accomplishment was noted for the dey,

This morning 1t was raining but we were swakened at 0630 for a
0715 briefing. While the rain pittered and pattered on the tent, the
briefing continued., The weather officer came through with the announce-
ment that the westher would not permit flying today. At about 0950 an
ennouncement came from Croup that we were released from "Ops" for the
day.

The release and the rain combined to make any and all flying un-
tenable so the flying personnel relaxed for the rest of the day.

The ecvening brought & dance at the Officer's Club with women being
imported from Bruxelles and local towns nesrby. From 21l reports those
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who stayed had a zo0od time those who couldn't connect hit the sack,

Belgiumlii! The mess personnel worked
night preparing th key and everyone acreed that thelr ef1:
not in vain, cranberry sauce, carrots and pesas
notatoes, sweet gravy, peaches and short cake mad
meel, I'm certain no one hed 2 complaint to offer arfter 1t

There wesn't any flying schedvled for the weather
it so from this aspect it was more or less a dull day,
ing orought a dessert in the form of a good mall haul for a change,
have not been receiving too much mall of late so it was gratifylng to
have 1t come on a appropriate day,

]

were
ed
e

I O ¢
¥

D e

a

No briefing, no nothing for from early dawn it was evlident thet
weether would not permit flying operational missions,

Receiving word that Ceneral McCauley and General Quesada are to

» appearance shortly, it was declded to put the pllots room
better shane, Captain Mumaw and compary got to work painting, clean-
and putting eye-wash into shape, Too, more furniture was found and

homey touches are being added.

The late afternoon added two new pilots to the rester In the per-
sons of 2nd Lts Koenig and Marsch, This makes avout ten pilots we have
added in the past week or so -- and still they come, Ve are anticipat-
ing more chenges in personnel and positions with possihly more pllots
going home shortly. I'm going to sit tizht until they send in a re-
placement for me and then my shout of joy will be heard around the world,

Our pillots went back to work today azain for the First Infantry
Division., Shortly before scheduled take-off time, it began to raln and
it began to look as 1f we were in for a full day of rain agaln. The
rain let up, our boys boomed to their planes and off to wsr they went,
Upon their return our pilots reported that two small towns 1In Germany
can be added to the JABO list., Germany is ranidly becomlng e rural
area for her towns ancd cities are gradually but surely being clobbered
to pleces, Captain Mazur led the first misslon of the day while Lt
Miller took the Squadron out on the second one Into the same area, At
present the work is slightly routine for our boys sre hitting targets
unspecified for Booty and not moving objects which provide a little more
excitement, The days being as short as they are our Squadron just man-
ages to squeeze in two missions per day., This is so much better than
Just sitting around trying tc sweat out the weather,

Captair Bowlin and Lt Rife flying the C-7R flew Captaln Staton on
one of his laps homeward bound, Life goes on.

At 0730 briefing for a renewal of efforts in Booty's bebhalf, Take-
off was delayed several times because of poor weather but at 1115 -the
Squadron was alrborne, Captain lfumaw was in the saddle again rolling
up more combat time of which he had plenty of now. Agaln our Squsdron
hit a desipgnated target for Booty with excellent results reported, Csp-
tein Mumaw nicked up an artillery position which he reportec to Booty
vho in turn asslimed the 397th to blast it, Lt Wayland was baptized
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by flak again for about the fourth time whlile Lt Caldwell mingled wlth
heavy flak and brought back souvenir of their accuracy.
The old faces disappear each day now., It Rife got his orders to-
go before a Board of liedics tec have his status defined, Hils o0ld
glvirg him trouble ckyeu&al*) when he wears a narachute and as
ult he has been ~ro unded. Captain Bowlin 1is leaving shortly to
Marmite where ne will work with radio. They keep going and coming
Jarbe was to lead the afternoon misslon but Col. Dougles
ou gain so our liajor sidestepped gracefully This sec-
1leu for the pliﬂination of another village mjicb was &ac-
1ccessfully, Other than this not much else of interest de-

o
S
EO
ce
81

The mission for this morning wes not alrborne until 1203, Lt
Szith was forced to abort due to a prop fallure resulting in anly eleven
airplanes comnleting the mission, Working with Booty again, our Squad-
ren hit the town of Geicht wlth 500 pound bombs and fracs destroying a
factory and starting fires iIn the area. A reccy after the bombing »ro-
duced no further actlon,

The afternoon orought a pressntation ceremony as various men were
honored as recinients of the Distingulshed Flying Cross, The Bronze Star
Med l and the Purple Feart, Generszl Quesada, Ceneral Kincald and Cener-
al McCauley pvresided over the ceremonies. The latter three mentioned
gentlemen conducted a tour of the Group as well as the 365th [Fighter
Croup which 1s operating on the other side of the fleld. Apnarently
everything was satisfactory for no adverse comments were made,

Another month 1s rapidly drawing to a close. Por Que?

Despite inclement weatlier cur Croup 1s doing much more flying than
was anticipated, An Eskimo School for replacement pllots heas beer
eugurated for the recent additions have been comir irectliy to
Group without benefit of combat training., It takes a 1ittl )
cefore tnese pllots can be sent into actual combat and expected to

rm capably, It Jenser d Lt Diman from our 3Squadron have heen as-

gned as instructors is schoxc temporarily tekiny them off com-

t status,

flew one missior ay a1 npr ing Boo Is otevatin;

around Langerwehe, The 5¢ L x ! 3
targets with excellent results. i
wany targets but when he does, it's going to be too bad. Lt
ceived his baptism “*fev r:rﬁ when hls plene was clobbered
AA. Instead of pennies from heaven over here -- it's flsk
necessarily come from heave”.

Althouch our Squadron was scheduled for another mission, the wea-
ther socked in grounding all further flying. Captaln Jiumaw called a
pllots meeting which killed the afternoon. A release trom "Ops" put
an end to further activity for the cay.

We

I
v heavy
\

+ 44 2y 1 4
Ut 1T UoeEsr

We are still flying misslons for the weather though not perfect
is pood enough. There are delays in take-offs, etc., but the minute
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it is possible our Squadron airborne,

"he only misslon of the day turned out to be an escort job to
B=26's hitting Limburg -- smelly. Not sirce Strip O on the beach
Lave we had this sort of m y but it was a milk run all &round. Our
pilots could not observe .; resilts for the E-k€'s ¢id thelr work
tnrou(h en overcast HEit them when they aren't looking. The boys
lovm on the ground by 1700 and 1200 we called it a day. So much for

today.

Today's the day -- right -- 1it's pay day., Ko one is complaining
asbout it elther. liorey isn't everything but it certainly Jo8e 1B
terms of importance, money is probably third to mall and c‘*“"ettes.

The first misclon of the day was airborne at 1030,'led by Colonel

ouglas., Somewhere in Germany they spotted twenty plus tanks and ve=-
q‘rles and really cloobered them. Interestin sidelight is that no
one seems to know where all the clobbering took pluce. It's nice to
nhear that Jerry is coming out 01 the woods agaln if only long
offer a tarpget. Keep couing leine, we'd like to make thls
war with your cocperation, Yt _crzaan was baptized today by lléx, t
the padre will have another = v customer at Sunday services,

The second mission of the cay was led by Captaln lumew and 2 al
ed in boabin; targets for Organ and sSallard., Booty, *irst Infantry Div-
irgets to off'sr so our Squadron Wes
e area, The town of Cey received
p 4 LV? ﬁnund CP Instantaneous

re these came from. kight

ision Controller, didn't ve any t
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Month of November

This month we said gocdbye to Captz2in Clarence Staton =nd
Lt Albert H Kleinklaus, both of whom left us to return to the Zone
of the Interior, or, to be more precise, to the United States;
they had completed their tour of duty in the E.T.0. Though every-
one was sorry to see them go, they have certzinly earned the rest
they will get and we can wish them the very best of luck and a
Hzpoy Christmas back home,

Official word has come through that Lt Curt C Doescher who
was lost on the 29 May 1944 is a Prisonner of War. This confirms
the rumors that we have heard to that effect for quite some time
now.

The Squadron area now has received the 395th touch and one
can hardly recognize the area for the debris has been cleared,
doors 2nd windows inserted, roofs patched up, 2nd most important
of all, it now does contain inhabitants. The two most important
items of progress has been setting-up the Mess Hall in quite spaci-
our quarters for it feeds all the Officers in Group, '95th E.M.'s
=nd any transients that ha)jen along. The other item of import-
ance has been the operation of the shower room It's refreshing
atmostphere is something to really tressure. All in all, the
missing home element has been apnlied z2nd it has done much in the
way of boosting morale to 2 high =r plane.
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