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II. STRENGTH COMMISSICNED AND ENLISTED

1.

At beginning of Perlod:
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ENLISTED MEN
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At end of Period:
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On 1 October 1944 the second part of A Eschelon departed
Strip A 69 for Strip A 84 at Chevres, This move was made with
the Squadron transportation facilities and i1s a permanent change
of Statioen.

On October 2 B Eschelon departed Strip A 69 to complete the
organizational move to Strip A 84 st Chevres, A small detail of
two officers and several enlisted men remained behind to super-
vise the cleaning detail

On 12 October 1944, 2nd Lt Clarence E Allen was leading an
element in Green Flight on an Armored Recconnaisance mission for
the 7th Corp Armored Column in the vicinity of Aachen., At about
1500 hours at about an altitude of 10,000 feet 20 ME 109's and
FW 190's were encountered, In the general melee which ensued,
none noticed any unusual occurrence to a member of our Squadron,
The Squadron returned to the Strip not noting anyone's absence,

A checkup revealed Lt Allen's absence and none could account for
him or had witnessed anytning concerning him. As he did not re-
turn, the followingz day, he is being carried M,I.A.

On 13 October 1944 a nine airplane fllight took off at 1354
hours on a scramble mission, Their mission was to divebomb and
strafe targets assigned by Marmite the Ground Forces Controller,
In the vicinity of Aachen, at about 1500 hours and while flying
at an altitude of about 10,000 feet the entire Squadron was bounce
ed from above by at least 1C FW 190's., The enemy aircraft had an
advantage of about 9000 feet and in addition our Squadron was hand-
icapped in that their airplanes were all carrying two 500 1lb G.P,
bombs, On the initial pass by the E/A, Captain Norman E Schulte
was heard to say he had heen hit by enemy gunfire, He was seen
to ball out of his airplane in the vicinity of Geilenkirschen at
about 1510, Inasmuch as he has not returned to this Strip he has
been carried as NiA cince that time, No further word has reached
us as to his whereabouts,
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Ic the same dogfight, 2nd Lt Joseph F McMlllan was last
seen in shallow turns being pursued by a FNW 190, Aes all this
action was split second, none saw tiie conclusion of thils com-
bat but we have been going under the assumptlion that he has been
shot down, Since he failed to return to this Strip, he has been
carrled as MIA,

At the same time, lst Lt Marion W L Elllott was heard to
call in over the R/T and all assumed that he had come through the
dogfizht unscathed, Yet he did not peturn to this strip with his
Squadron and no further word has been received concerning him
since that time, Lt Foltz, his wingman, lost Lt Ellliott in the
dogfight and could not :ive any Information of his whereabouts,
As a result he 1s beling carried as MNIA.

The following awards have been awarded to personnel of this
organization during the month of October 1944,

In a public ceremony on 23 October 1944, the Distingulshed
Plying Cross was presented by General Vandenberg to the following
Officerss

Major Harold P Sparks
Cantain Marshall E Mumaw
Captain Roy L Bowlin
Captain Norman E Schulte
lst Lt Robert Caldwell
Captain Clifford L Camble
Captain Lee R Standifer Jr
1st Lt fichard Kik Jr

The following Officers were awarded the Alr Medal during
this month:

lst Lt Marion W L Elllott 2nd Lt Walter R Johnson
1st Lt James M Ivey 2nd Lt Nealy C Riemann
2nd Lt Charles R Earls 2nd Lt Bugene Smith
2nd Lt Charles R Foltz 2nd Lt Louis Vieck

2nd Lt Joseph D Glanettl 2nd Lt William Wayland

2nd Lt Dale L Jewkes

Bronze Star Medals were awarded to the following named per=-
sonnel of this Squadron:

' lst Lt Joseph L Nolan
S/Sgt Herman Birk S/Sgt William Demchuk
S/Szt Alfred J Halmbach S/Sgt Harry L Marshall
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This mission produced
but ours did not get 1i:
and the 397th 27 E/f were
the ground. As z result,
gusted bunch of pilots which landed after this
will come 2 time yet.
Repcrts have it that Captzin Cl:-rence Staton
plzce of Captzin Gzmble who is going home. Looks ver
s if Stud is slated tc go home too.
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b @ ) led by Major Sparks wcs @
dive-bombing cne on enemy defensive posi eports upon
return were th ispersi was good althoug 1lts
were NRO. Our boys hei ]
pinpoint cocrcdinates.

Yellow flight returned from their leave in Lon-
don, Captain Bowlin, Lt's Ivey, Smith, Huff and Bughes. Lt's
Kleinklzus and McCrone returned from their seven day stzy at
rest hore in England.

The second mission of the day was another armed reccy
with the controller assignirg targets. NRO are the reports
our pilots bring back for they cznnot identify their tergets.
However reports from the ALO have it that the Ground Forces
are very well pleszsed with the results =znd are askinrg their
Headquarters tc put commendaticns on reccrd., So ends ancther
day.

Lt Schofield is in the Hospitel trying to recover from
a cold ¢ mplicated by asthma., Sam is 2 hard worker and his
efforts are noticeably =absent.

Captzin R. Clzrk has a2 case of bronchitis azs a result
of a severe cold. Evidently this field life is sapping the
strength of our ground personnel as combat is doing to our
flying perscnnel after so much of it. As a matter of fact,
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continued

a little bit of it cz2n be tbo much at times. General Sherman
was right about war.

Briefing at 0545 this A.M. These milkmen hours =re rough
for its cold in the mernirg, very much so. Bzd wezther pre-
vented a2 tzkeoif on this mission. Another briefing for 2 mis-
sion 2t 1100 which was airborne st 1300. This was guite a mis-
sicn for Lt Czldwell tzngled with two E/A, one z FW 190 znd the
other 2 ME 109, Bob was handiczpped by having nis gunsight out
but ne cazme besck with a claim for 2 probzbly destroyed ME 109,
His flieght was azcting as top cover while the other two flights
were bombing German towns. Lt Ivey's flight dro. ed it's bombs
intc the intersection <f Inden znd sccording to reports did =
bzng-up job on it. It would be interesting to rezd Hitler's
report on this one, It would probably read scmething like this.
The wezk Americzns bombed our helpless tcwns sgzain today ---
no damage suffered. One of our towns is missing. 211 this on
the Sabbath which zccording to the Good Book is not a working
day.

This morning three old pilots, old in the sense of con-
bat time, left for Englond enrcute home., Czptzin Gamble, Cap-
tzin Standifer and Lt Kik were the lucky ones. Gocod luck men,
let us hear from you once in 2 while,

The briefing scheduled for 080C wes called off snd we
viere released until noon. At noon we drew z release until day-
brezk the next day. The weather is such that flying is imposs-
ible.

Major Warren of tne 9th TAC has joined our Sguzdron to
fly a few combat missicns durirg his stay with us.

Our chances cf wintering in this theater looks better e-
very day now, This day the enlisted men drew winter overcoats
znd those of the cificers who shipped their winter clothing
home wished they Hadn't, Such is lifel

It has been raining for some three days now with no let
up in the weather. This morni 2 briefing was held but the
weather did not permit the mission to be airborne. It rained
nd rained znd rzined some more.

A pass system has been inzugurcted for EM =nd
intc Bruxelles thereby giving everyone an opportunity
another lzrger European city. This is certeinly 2 morzle build-
er but the cessation of hostilities would really do the trick.

Briefing 2t 0830 for a dive-bombing missicn on Germsn
In the middle of briefing Lt "Stormy" Steers stated
sion couldn't teke off. He was right.

After briefing most of our pilots were subjected to an

lecture for zbout half an hcur then they returned to

volley ball game on the hanger floor.

S/Sgt Dennis 2and Sgt Neuber didn't mike the truck coming
back from Bruxelles l:st night which makes for a2 awkward situa-
tion., Captzin Pendletor xecutive O Tficer has been wcrking
his head off getting ori ¢ s for EM's but this sort of thing
doesn't help their case s
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bounced =2nd tnerob hangs a sad t,le. C'ut 2in Schulte wWas

shot down but ra, rts indicate he bziled out. t1s Elliott i
McMillon also did not return 2nd no one ses be able to ex-
plain what became of them. We sweated -1 sweated them out to
no avail, There isn't =ny
sort of situstion. Three finer bojy
pit of 2ny plane. Captain Schulte
re which formed the squ=zdron. Capa
er; he has many comb=t hours over here.
to go home. Lt Elliott a former instructor ‘ﬁd
ot was a welcome addition to the Sguadron when
He's mzrried and the proud Daddy cf one of
the Squ-dron, We c2lled him "Min" or "Okie"
of Oklahoma which fact he was apt freguently

-;LLl n, an extremely quiet but cep=zble chap

y his submissiveness. He was an avid reader
and a very well informed on many subjects. I had many conver-
sation witnh "Mac" none of which I felt left any educ2tional im-
yrint on him, It wes a2 dark nizht to begin with but these e-
vents mzke it so much darker. It's quite z price to pay but
there agzin some men must die so that others may live. Why cz2
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The weather held off long enough today to let our Squad-
ron fly two missions before it set in agaln, Major Sparks
took one mission off wnile Cantain Mumaw led the Squadron on
the other one., Of late it seems that when our Major is sche-
duled to lead the Squadron the takeoff 1s delgyed and he flnds
himself on a standby. Sure 1s a rough war,

The last few weeks have been uneventful for us as re=-
gards to heavy damage to enemy facilitles or equipment, For
a time, at least the days of clobbering large enemby convoys
has ceased to be daily occurrence as it once was., Those weeks
would be more pleasant to look back on were it not for the
loss of some of our boys. The missions are in strange con-
trast, On the days wnen our ;ilots have gone into flak-rid-
den territory and we expect casualties -- nothing happens.

The casualties always seem to come on missions which are not
of a significent nature., Such is war,

Y-Bar, not an operational plane, has come in for a con-
siderable bit of flying since it has been converted to a pig-
gy-back plane because the flying personnel have had an opport-
unity to take many of thne ground personnel for rides. Lt
Luker found his experience what could easily be called up=

The afternoon found the weather closing-in ending all
flying for the day., Our boys fly in weather when birds walk
for too much is enough,

Lt Crego from the material Division has been attached
to our Group to observe the developments of the rocket ate
tachments., He has tried to give our pilots the benefit of
his exveriences but his advise will be more welcome after
the rockets have been used by our nilots, From all irdica=-
tions, this practice 1s to come in the near future,

Today we were back on Armed Reccy working with the
7th Armored Division., Our takeoffs have been alternating at
one and a half hour intervals with the other two Squadrons
of the Group.

Major Sparks led the first mission and came back rack-
ing up several damaged locomotlives and many goods=-wagzons,

Captain Mumaw took up the second mission of the day.
our "ops"™ officer and our C,0, have not been sparing them-
selves during the entire campalgn from the time this Group
first became operational in combat, A few words should be
written ebout Captain Mumaw for he hes consistently done his
duty and more day after day. A hard worker on the ground,

a grend leader ir the air, he is the personification of Am=-
erican youth which has set such a high standard for alrmen

or groundmen of the world. Marshall has not the flair for
the spectacular so characteristic of some men but his deeds
find appreciation among those he serves with. 1In Lt Robert
Miller he finds a connterpart and between these two the oper=
ations section of this Squadron is run as it should be,

The second mission was of an extremely routine nature

without any agectacular incidents, Thusly concluded another
day for the "Panzer-Dusters.

BYA
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Last night Lt Col Quimby, our former C,0, was at the
Officer's Club and the Officers of this Squadron turned out
to visit with him once more, His injuries with the excep=
tion of one broken arm have cowme along in good shape but it
will be some time before he flies again, Life moves on.

Today was one of those days when & great deal of effort
was expended for naught, Briefings were held, targets were
changed but the weather remained consistent -« too poor for
flying,

Apparently this Croup is going to winter at tris strip
for moves are being made to winterize all equipment and the
personnel are winterizing their living quarters, The pilots
are moving intc other quarters which are further removed from
the line making for further adjustments, Life moves on,

These non=flylng days are beginning to pile up, Brief-
ings are held with tentatlve takeoff times set which have
never come to pass, This same mission has been briefed seve
eral times already.

We are pretty well set to winter at this strip but from
all esppearences there won't be much flying done,

Major Sparks is 1n Paris these days, It's been & long
time since he's taken a rest of any kind and it's been a hard
drive, All in £11 it was a pretty dull day from beginning to
end,

Briefing was held again for this morning for the same
mission scheduled for yesterday morning. Major Hendricks of
the 397th 1s going through the same standby stage that our
own Major went through for a number of days, Takeoff was
delayed pending a break in weather which never came,

The afternoon brought a lecture by Captain from 9th
Alr Force on the conduct of American soldiers in occupied
German territory. The policy of non-fraternization is go=-
ing to be strictly adhered to of necessity which means that
our customary attitude towards civilians 1s going to undergo
a revision., Such is war,

The overcast did not 1ift and a release at 1600 hours
ended all further speculation as to flying,

The weather has been 1ldentical for four straight days
-= consistently poor, The routine has not varied for the
samé period -=- briefing -- then standby for the rest of the
day walting on the weather, The same pilots have been brief=
ed for the same targets to fly identical courses with one
varied from day to day and that is compass course out and
back which varles several degrees, We aren't doing the war
effert any good these days,

lst Lt Hugh P, Mathewes has joined our Squadron as a
replacement pilot but in reality he is an old boy. In the
states while this Group was going through 0,T,U, he was a
member of the 396th, The "0ld Boys" are glad to have him

with us for in the states he was a "hot pilot." Come in boy,
come in,

() () A\ ()
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1lst Lt Wallace Hill received word that on September
4, 1944 Alsbama was greced with the advent of another male
Hill, This 1s unusual in itself for the Daddies of this
Squadron have produced a surplus of females, The cigars
Lt Hill has been passing out aren't half bad. I'm for more
babies and more cigars,

Too many days are too much alike this week., Brlefing
-- standby -- release, This has gone on for flve days now,
Wars cannot be won in this manner still men cannot combat na=-
ture and it's elements successfully. Rough warl}

Col Neumen from 70th Fighter Wing held a meeting on a=
wards and decorations. +*his discussion was valuable in that
it cleared up many misunderstandings and ambigulties which
have been prevalent to date, It appears that there is a dife
ficult line of demarcation between heroism and duty and many
interpretations result thereof. All's well which ends well,

Lt George A. Hughes one of the old boys hosplitalized
for a cold took a turn for the worse when pneumonia set in,
His combat flying days are over. He 1s presumed to be on his
way home and let us hope that he gets to see "Patty" for that
nas been his all consuming desire., "No greater love hath any
man for his spouse,"

It's hard to believe that almost a full week has gone
by without any combat flying, Today the disgust was so gen-
eral that even briefing was not held. At noon & release from
"Oops" until daybreak came through,

The same cloud base and haze continued to hang over the
field. Events of interest are but few, Lt's Le Loup, Berg-
man, Stover, Kesting and Rife are off for an operatlional leave
into Paris, Lt Hill, our capable su ply and transportation
Officer is hospitalized with bad tonsils, He's a cheerful
southern boy and his absence 1s easlly observed, Major Sparks
returned from Paris ready to go back to work again. All that
is necessary now is a break in weather and off we go -=- we
hope,

Lt Earls who was on DS to the lst Armored Division re=-
turned home the worse for his experience, He sported a P=-38
pistol, a gift from a Infantry Officer, These DS's are risky
assignments as can well be testified to by Lt (tough blonde)
Joe Nolan who received a Bronze Star for his little tour. Joe
was in the middle of a big push when he was on DS and he look=-
ed it when he returned, Such is war,

Today the Group went to work with a bang, The weather
broke for the first time in a week and full advantage of this
factor was taken, The first mission of the day was led by
Captain Mazur, It was a bridge-busting and railecutting as-
signment, An unexpected surface wind raised heck with the bombs
and our boys reported poor results, This was one of the first
times our pilots carried 3 x 500 1b G.,P.'s and we hoped for
better results, For the efficlency of the old boys who are

D) LAY ()
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now gone mekes & difference in the success of these mlsslions
for it's going to take a little time for the new boys to hit
thelr stride,

The second mission was led by Captain Mumaw, It's pur=
pose was to destroy radar installations and & four ship flight
took this assignment.

The third mission of the day was led by Major Sparks
and this time our Squadron acted as top-cover for the other
two Squadrons which were carrying bombs. This was more or
less a ride for our boys who steyed high above and did not
have to go down to face the flak,

Total capitulation of the day's effort was gair but
more 1s to come. Lt Wayland picked upsome flak demage, Cap=-
tain Mazur brought back some souvenlers testifying to Jerry's
accuracy., Lt Al Kleinklaus went out and came back without In=
cident only to ¢lip a truck on the taxi strip with a wing nece
essitating a wing-tip change. A good question is who ran In-
to whom?

The Group continued to wage war upon the enemy today
with the weather still favorable for flying,

The first mission was led by Captain Mazur, our All
American boy. The purpose again was to destroy & bridge
and cut rall-lines, Reports indicate that the bridge was
not destroyed so the afternoon brought in a mission to go
after the same bridge., Major Sparks took this assignment
to lead his Squadron intc battle again., Our Major 1s one
of the top men when 1t comes to combat hours in this Croup
but he continually keeps on piling up more time, The last
mission of the day orovided no unusual excltement, It's
good to get back to work -- one can get so tired of non={ly=
ing days.

The Sabbath came upon us with an early briefing but
no mission materialized., The weather socked-in again and
it is too potent a factor to overcome., In the past, Sundays
seemed to be the days of most excitement and from the toll
our pilots reaped of the enemy one forgot that it was pre-
sumed to be a day of rest and prayer,

The Sgquadron is undergoing personnel changes agaln,
Captain John R, Elliott, better known to all as "Heneat John"
is leaving to join another Group. This move means a boost
in grade eventually so more power to him, Slowly but sure-
1y fewer and fewer old faces are to be seen about, The French
would say "C'est la guerre®™ while the Germans would say, "So
1st das Leben™ while "Fonest John"™ would say "Toughi"

Lt Samuel R Schofield also known as "Two Iin One"™ 8cho-
field is the new adjutent and a better cholce could not have
been made., Sam will do his usual bang=-up job.

Cpl Steward Farr, the tempermental cook, has been trans-
ferred to a Signal Corp outfit, He really made it hard for
himself but he was a good cook. So ended the Sabbath,
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Today brings the end of another month in the E,T,0,

This makes ten months this outfit has seen come to end here,

The morning was devold of combat activity of any kind,
Even the usual briefing did not take place making for a good
deal of unnecessary agitation,

The most auspicious event of the day was getting paid
which is always a pleasant events., It makes for a pleasant
sensation to have money in one's pocket even if only for a
short time, Money isn't everything but most of us would hate
to do without the things money can buy.

The various departments have undergone a shifting about
so that all can be undercover, S=-2, S-3, and Personnel equip=
ment have moved into what was the old pilotis house and what
was supposed to be the new mess hall, Engineering and Ordn-
ance have moved into the hanger eliminating the use of tents,
Winter is drawing high,

In the states tonight the youngstsrs were ringing door-
bells, We are somewhat handicapped for tents do not have doore
bells, So what 1s Halloween in America 1s just another Tues=-
day over here,
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DECORATIONS AWARDED TO MENMBERS OF THIS SQUADRON

Distinguished Flying Cross

Lt Col Henry R Quimby

Ma jor Harold P Sparks
Ceptain Thomas N Montag
Captain Roy L Bowlin Jr
Captain Clarence Staton
Captain Norman E Schulte
Captain Lee Roy Standifer
Captain Clifford L Gamble
Captain Marshall E Mumaw
Lt Richard Kik

Lt Robert E Calcwell

AIR MEDAL

Lt Col Henry R Quimby (RZT) Irwin ¥ Pascal (MIA)
Ma jor Harold P Sparks Forest D Mlidlam
Captain Thomas N Montag (KIA) William J Garry
Captain Marshall E Mumaw James W Early
Captain Henry J Mazur Robert C Fay (MIA)
Captain Roy L Bowlin Jr Clarence E Allen (MIA)
Captain Norman & Schulte (MIA) 3 Homer E Hayes
Captain Lee R Standifer (RZI) Joseph D McMillan (MIA)
Captain Clifford L Gamble (RZI) Dale E Jewkes

1st Lt Richard Kik (R2I) , Edgar ¥ McCrone

1st Lt Robert E Caldwell Eugene R Smith

1st Lt Boward W Jensen nd William J Wayland
1st Lt Joseph L Nolan Josevh E Gianettl
1st Lt James E Ivey Charles R Foltz

lst Lt Marion VW Elliott (MIA) Walter R Johnson
lst Lt Albert L Kleinklaus Louls L Vieck

lst Lt Donald H Huff William C Diman

1st Lt George A Hughes (RZI) Charles R Earls

1st Lt Alexander E Le Loup Charles R Rife

lst Lt Robert Niller 't Bealy C Riemann

1st Lt Pike E Martin (KIA)

let Lt Bugene L Kesting

let Lt Joseph L Willlams

BRONZE STAR MEDAL

lst Lt Joseph L Nolan 8/Sgt Alfréd J Haimbach
S/Szt Herman Birk S/Sgt Harry L Marshall
S/Sgt William Demchuk

PURPLE HEART

Lt Col Henry R Quimby 2nd Lt Charles R Rife
Pttt William E Newton
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'ER WILL THEY BE FORGOTTEN

M. I, A,

Not destermined
Not determined
Bailed out

Not determined
Bailed out

KIA

KIA

Not determined
Not determined
Not determined
Not determined

Captain James W Goodwin
Captain Malcolm A Smith
Lt Kurt C Doescher

Lt Robert C Fay

Lt Irwin M Pascal
Captain Thomas N Montag
Lt Pike B Martin

Lt Clarence E Allen

Lt Marion W,L. Elliott
Lt Joseph D. McMillan
Captajn Norman E Schulte

COUOOIOUd AV

COMPLETED OPERATIONAL TOUR

Captain Lee R, Standifer
Captain Clifford L Gamble
lst Lt Richard Kik Jr.

RETURNED TO ZONE OF INTERIOR

Lt Col Henry R Quimby




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.

”




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.

”




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.

' 4




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.

-




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE’'IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526.




