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17 Decembar 1¢44
Aerial combat
17 December 1944
356th Fighter Sguadron, 36&th sighter Group.
1338 hours.

3chonbery Lrea,

10/10ths at 9-12 5,000 4. visibility unlimited.

®/4 - FE-1801s
2 - F-16C's destroyed. 1 - F¥-1S0 damaged.

Narrative. .

#% 1530 Yellow flight had completed their dive bombing run on Schonberg and
upon reaching the height of their pull out, Capt. Benton leading Yellow flight,
reported twenty plus Fy-190's coming down on us at 3 or'elock from him. I Jjebtisconed
ny bombs &nd turned into the attack. Wnile climbing up to engage then, two FE=1S01s
came past my rizht wing anu i furned after them. The lead ship pulled sharply up and
I followed him thru & loop. AL tne bobtom of the leop he bezen to do rolls and T
rolled with him. He again puiled sharply up and then 5plit Sted to the deck. gpon
pulling out of his split-S I caught him in ny sights properly and fired¢ at him. £
good concentration of hits were observed all over tuz canopy, wing roots &nd sngine
cowling. Pieces flew off, and he caught fire. He leveled off and 1 save him anothez
burst, at which time he rolled over on his back and went straight in méking a large
explosion. This pilot was experienced #nd put up a very good fight. The pilot did
not bail oui and I claim this FP-1S0 destroyved.

Upon pulling up to about 6000 ft, a Fi-190 passed by ny left wing and I turned
right onto his ta2il. His evesive action ves meagre and he flew like &n inexperienced
pilot. We were in & vertical turn to the left and I commenced firing: I observed
several hits, and then heard much cannon {ire under the exposed side of my belly.

I saw tracers coming from underneath my belly past my left wing. Someone told me to
break at. the same time, and I broke violently up, losing sight of both enemy aircraft.,
I -claim this Fi=15C damaged.

T clirbed up to 8000 £+, and observed two p—47's shooting 2t & Fiy=190. As the
FW~12C split g'ed away and left the p-471s behind, I slid onto the 180's tail and
followed him thru & few diving turns. He leveled out, and then dove down again, I
Tired several bursts and observed & few strikes on the canopy. I followed him all
the way to the deck and he did not bail ocut or pull out of his dive, eventually going
straizht in and exploding. I claim this F~1S0 destroyed.

1. Combat film exists.
2, combat f£ilm forwerded to Ha. IX Tectical Air Command on 18 December 1944.

FRANK 5, KEGCHNER,
1st 1t., fir Carps.
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396TH FLUHTER SGULLROL

AP0 # 598, U. 5. Lroy

17 December 1944

SUPFORTING STaToENT
fLerial copbat,
17 December 1%44.
396th Fighter Sgqu.dron » 566th Fighter Group.
1335 hours.

Schonberg |Arez.

10/10ths at 9-12,000 ft, Visibility wnlimited,

B/h - p=18013,
Confirming 1st Lt. Frank §. Kerchner's claim of 1st zw=120.

Narrative,
I was| flying wo. 4 position in Yellow Flight on Lt. Hansen's wing. We were
2 bout 4,000 . when we saw a F9=190 at 11 o'clock to us, coming down from above.
Ye were planning to intercept the F¥-190 in his dive when we saw Lt. Frank S. Kerchner
behind the enemy aircrait. It. Kerchner was getting many strikes on the 190 as the
two aireraft dove past us s W& followed in the dive. Ths enemy aircraft failed to pull
out and exploded upon contact with the ground. The pilct nsver Beft the agircraft,

, . z

RICHARD T, SCHINDLING,
2nd Lt., Air corps.
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396th FITHTEN SQUATRON
ABD #595, ¥.5. Army.
17 pecember 1944,
SUPFORTING STuTENENT
Aerial Qombat.
17 pecember 1944,
396th Tighter Squ.dron, 366th Fighter Group.
1335 hours.

Schonberg srea.

10/10ths at 9-12,000 ft. Visibility unlimited.

B/A - FR-180
Confirming lst Lt. Frenk 5. Kerchner's claim of second ry~190.

Yarrative;
I was flying Ko. 3 position in Serum Yellow Ilight and observed two P47 1s
chasing one ¥¥~1€0. fhe first p-47 broke away from the E/f, and the other P-47,
filown by Lt. Xerchner Ho. 3 men in Red flight, begen firing his guns. T saw strikes
on the wing and fuselage of the 190 as it made a shallow turn to the richt. 1t.
Ferchner follewed it down into a steep dive, still firing his guns until the ®/& hit
the sround and exploded,

Z/‘:,LI:; AT et
LESLIE G. HAMSEK,
2nd Lt., 4ir corps.




p TY R N

CONFIDENTIAL
396%H PicaThi 3QU LkCH
LPO # 595, U. 5. Army

17 recember 1944
Clr.oaT L EPRT -
terial Combat.
17 Zecember 1944,
896th Fijhter Squedron, 368th Fighter group.
1535 hours.
Schonberg area.
10/1Cths at 9-12,000 Tt. Wisibility unlimited.
=/a - F-190.
Hs 1 - 7190 destroyed.

Marrative,

I was leading Serum Blue Flight when we were zttacked by approrimately 20 g/A.
We were in an orbit getliing ready to dive tomb when oy element leader called in ¥'~19C1s
atlacking. I immediately turned toward the z/a s Clinuing with my #2 nan directly
behind., I got & good position with altitude superiority &nd started o dive uwpon 2 FR1301s
that came out of & thin scud up above when 5 more czme down from the same spot. One of
these 3 p4-1901s broke towards me the others continued 2 dive throug: the fight below.
I picked up this single T/ and chased him a few miles south. He then split Sted for
the deck heading east. T followed gaining slowly and just befors the R/t got to the
deck a steeam of white and grayish smoke poured from him, but I hadn't fired. The =/
must have had an emergency powsr boost system. I closed te SCO yds gaining very slowly
so I gave the B/t a short burst, seeing my hits on the ground and low, I then geve him
morz lead and 2 long burst. I sa. hits on the forward fuselage & wings. The T/4 rocked
side to side and seemed to shudder, imrediztely the /i pulled up hard and his canopy
blew off. I followed him straight up shooting with no hits observed. ¥y speed wWas
getting slow, and a2s I started to roll out I saw the enemy pilot bail out, his chute
opening., I claim one FF-190 destroyed. vy wing mep did an excellent job staying in 2
good position with me at 211 times, and I was going balls out from the start of the
attack,
1. Combat film exisbs. '
2. Combut £ilm formarded to Hg. IX Tzctical Lir Gommand on 13 December 1844,

GROZGE R, DAVIS,
lst 1t., 4ir Corps.

. %
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396Td »IHTER SQUALXOH
APQ # 595, g. S. Army
17 pecember 1944
SUPPOHTING 3TeTRUET
serial combat.
17 December 1944
598th Fighter Squadron, 368th rFighter froup.
1335 hours. B
3Schonberg ire:.
10/10ths at 912,000 Tt. Visibility unlimited.
2/h - Tp=190,
Confirming 1st Lt. Jeorze R. Davis! claim.
Marrative;
I was flying £ position in Serum 3lue ¥light on Lt, Davis' wing when we got
into the Tight. I stuck with him throughout the whole combat and saw pieces fly off
the 77190 when Lt. Davis fired 2% him. The %/ pulled up and the canopy flew off

and soon after saw the enemy pilot with his chute opened. I confirm this F~180
destroyed for Lt. Davis.

Y THIRO. D D. FEIT,
2nd Lt., sir Corpi
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AFQ # 595, U. 8. Army
17 Decenber 1944
CO¥Bet REPORT
Aerizl Combai.
17 Decemper 1984
395th vighter Squ.dron, 368th righter Group.
1535 hours.
Schonberg Area.
10/10ths 2t 9=12,000 £t. Vvisibility unlimited.
/e - ¥5-190.
f. 1 = ¥9~190 destroyed, &nd 1 Fy-190 damaged.

I. Narrative:
i was flying number 3 in Serum Flue Flight. We were circling Schonberg at

8000 ft. in & left orbit when my wingmen, Lt. Péce, called in 4 ¥=1901s attacking from
7 oiclock &t about 500-yds in a slight diving turn. I called and told him to jettison
his belly tank and rockets, break into the abteck and climb for altitude because there
were about 10 plus ®/s flying top cover 2t zbout 11,0001fiebt for the attacking s/,
i broke intc the 4 /3 and fired my rockets in the general direction of the attacking
E/A and fired my guns &t the closest &/i a2t about 200 yds and observed strikes. This
4/Cc nit the deck and T didn't see him pull back up tecause I saw an E/L diving at my
wingmén and I broke into the 4/C. I claim the above E/A which I fired on as damaged.

When I broke into the &/ atbacking my wingman T lost sizht of It. Paces The next
time T saw Lbt. Pace's plane, he was in & 400 dive at about 8000 £t. and was not on fire.
T couldnit keep him in sight because 1 E/A was atiecking me from about 8 otclock and +
broke into him. This B/4 broke awey and headed for the deck. I never did ses my wing-
man again, but I saw where & plane had crashed and expleded approximately in the position
that Lt. Pace's plane was heading in the dive. I started to climb for altitude, at
about 7000 £t. when I saw & FW~-190 climbing in front of me at about 300 yds at 7500 ft.
I closed in to aboubt 200 yds at about 50° but I couldntt get enough lead on him to
shoot because the nose of my &/C blanked him out. I did pull tarough him and fired at
about 500 at 8500 ft. at about 150 yds. I then saw him smoking so I pulled through
him again and fired 2 long burst. I had no time to observe results this time because
a F7-180 was closing in on me from 7 otclock at about 300 yds firing and T had to
break. I claim the Fi=~190 destroyed since 211 otner destroyed 5/i were accounied for
in this fight and Capt. Benton, Serum Yellow lsader, saw a F%190 coming down in {lames
from the vicinity where I had been fighting, and at the same time.
1, Combat film exists.,
2. gombat film forwarded to Hq. IX Tactical iir Command on 18 December 1944,

2 Came T
* 4 o R
s AL Spsiaenes
BOY /E." JOHNSON,

2nd Lt., Air Corps
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B596TH FiGHTER SQUALEON
APO #595, U. S. Army

17 Lecember 1824
COLEaT KEPCLT
Aerizl combat.
17 December 1944,
396th Fighter S~uadron, 388th Fighter croup.
1335 hours.
Schonberg Area.
10/10ths at 9~12,000 £, ¥isibility unlimited.
B/ - FW-120
1 ~ #1920 damaged.

Narrative,

I was flying No. 3 leading the element in Yellow flight. 4about 1335 hours
Yellow flight had finisheddive bombing and were reaching the height of the pull out,
when C2pt. Benton, leading Yellow flight, reported 20 plus 7{~180!s coming down on us
at 3 o'clock. I dropped my remzining bomb and belly tank and began a climbing turn
to the left. T had rsached about 8,000 ft. when a FE-190 passed sbout 2000 ft.. under
me. I rolled over on my back and came down on him. I fired a burst before starting
my pull oub. I lost contact with the enemy aircraft after the pill out, and began
& climbing turn to the left, it. Kerchner observed strikes on the F¥-190 which T
was firing at. I claim 2 damaged FI~190.
1. gCombzt film exists.

‘

Z. Combat film forwarded to Hq. JX¥ Tectical fir Gommand on 18 December 1944.

27 S
Loaly A erisan
LIESLIE G, HANSEX,
2nd Lt., 4ir Corps.
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CONFIDENTIAL
396TH FICHTER SQUAIRON
APC ; 595, U» Se Army

18 December 1244
COEBal wEBFORT
Aerizl combat.
18 December 1944,
396th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group,
1115 hours.
Duren-Zulpich area
10/10ths at 15,000 feet. Visibility unlimited.

3. Efk - 1e-1081s

He 2 - ¥e-109's destroyed, 1 ~ 1e~109 damaged,

I. ¥Marrative.

I was leading Serum Sgradron on 2 dive-bombing mission. Yhile looking for
targets of opporturity in the area East of Duren, I spotted much rolling stock, all
sbopped on the double track railroad moving southwest out of Euskirchin, Germany. I
told the sguadron we would bomb some cars and.a small marshalling yardg Just as I was
preparing to start my run, Sweepstakes called in bandits fifteen miles northeast of us.
We continued our bombing getting excellent results and starting fires that were still
burning late in the afterncon. As the last of the sguadron was pulling off the bombing
run Sweepstakes called in the bandits eight miles M@ of us. I saw them at this time,
called them in to the squadron 2nd started climbing due west. fhen we were at a2bout
eight thousand ft. and the §/& at about six or seven thousand, they apparently saw.us
and started to climb. I started turning to the right and the E/a also started 2 turn
to the right. They were getting almost above my last flight so I called them in to
the low flight and turned straight into them. They had outclimbed us and were glizhtly
above us at this time, just on the bottom of the overcast at 15,000 ft,.

Three of the E/A We-1091s flying in string passed me just off to my left and I
turned onto the tail of the third plene and from three or four hundred yards gave him
a ghort burst ai zbout fifteen degrees deflection getbing no strikes. I pulled & little
more lead and gave him another short burst. I saw many strikes nit the root of the left
wing and in the cockpit. He began to smoke badly and glycol began to leak from his
right radiator. He nosed down and started to roll over on his back and then burst into
flemes, contimuing to go straight down out of control. The pilot had zpparently been
hit as he made no attempt to get out. I claim one Me-109 destroyed.

I then pulled up on the number two man who, with his lsader, was going up into the
overcast. Just before he disappeared in the clouds I gave Mm & skhort burst. I under
led him and obgserved two or three sitrikes on his tail I claim one ¥e-l09 damaged.

I dropped down below the overcast 2gzin and saw a F§-190 out shead. As I swung in
on his tail he started pulling up inito the overcast, and although I gave a short burst
he disappegred. I did not observe any strikes. )

I came back below the overcast and picked up two ¥e~109's below me and to my left.
I got on the tail of the second one ard ab about three or four hundred yards gave him
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