TR TR A
CONFITINTIAL

Type of Action: Strairing /A on ground

nDate of Action: ©6th (ctober 1944,

1

Squadron and Groué: 396th Fighter 3Sguadron, 36&tn Pignter Group.
Time of Attacl: 1515 hours.

geosraphic Location of Abtack: Breitschied /G

weather Including Visibiiity: Weather very good. - ilaze

gype of E/A: TW-190ts and Ie-109's.

Tnemy Casualties: 4 FW-190's and 2 ie-108t's desiroyed. P
probably destpoyed.

Rounds of ammunitlon Exiedded: 1750 rounds.

Narrative:

1 was lesdin: Benk ljote Group and flying Ho. 1 in Serum Uhite
Flight on a fighter sweep East of the Rhine at 15,000 feet., e wers
uneventfully vectored into several bogies by Sweepstake when T saw
three rather suspicious looking grass fields off my right wing, and
decided to take a look and test for flak. I called for an orbiit and
as my wing man and I approached one of the fields, Tropic leader
called in two E/A circling. Just as I told him to bounce them, I saw
an }e-109 landing and wnat I believed to be £/A draped with camouflage
nets In the Southwest corner of the field, I called on tie R/T %o
hold off while T checked the flak situation. T drew no fire and saw
noe A/A positions at 7,000 ft while making 2 orbits but did pick up
thirty-five plus fighter E/4 parked wing tip to wing tip on the south
and_ West sides of the field. I told my wing man to- join and called
for a straffing run Tfrom RBast to West through the long row of E/A.
My guns didn't fire on the first pass and since flak was negligible,
T called for Serum Blue flight to get in on the fun, leaving Tropic
upstairs for cover I made another run but still got no ¥/G action.
However, my wing man, Lt. Knauss, had one F-190 ablaze. T pushed
every circuit-bresker in the cockpit and ran them agein with no guns
firing and again Lt. HKnauss set fire %o snother FW-190. I pushed the
circuit-breakers again with my Tinger on the tit and got a short burst
so I went to work., My first shooting pass was Iinally made from
north to south and T left two Fy-190ts oub of eight ablaze. I claim
these destroyed. Rebturning from south to nortn I fired a FH-190 at the
south end of the field, which I also claim as destroyed. As I pulled
awey, I saw 10 ¥We-1091's on the west side of the field that were
camouflaged a 1little more cleverly so I walked the line from south
to north but only one of them caught fire. I claim this fe-10¢ as
destroyed. T then saw ithe Ke-1CY that had just landed and sprayed him
on & good run Trom west Lo east. He immediately blazed and then
exploded. I claim it destroyed. I was forced to gain altitude to
find another ®/& that wasntt burning or wrecked, and finally kicked

it over on to a lone FW~-190. , He burst into flames before { crossed
him. 8o T also claim this =/A as destroyed. The boys called in low
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gas and ammo S0 I swung back and sprayed the long row on the west side
of the field dowmn to my trecers. I claim twe e-1l0%ts probably dest-

royed on this pess, as they only smoldersd. The entire aria was s.iolted
up when we left but I didn't see any

v /A that were left unscaihed.

P. P. DCEéLAS,
Lt. gol. AG.

T was flying Lt. Col. Douglast wing on his first two shooting
funs and corroborate his claims. AS I orbibted after runing out of
arno, I also saw him hit the We-109 that was by itself on the ¥E

side of the field and then hit the long row of E/A on the west side
of tue field.

I was flying No. 3 in L.

Col. Douglas! light and verifly
account of the attack,

PAUL J. QUILTY,
1st Tt., AC.




EITCLUNTER 1BFCRY
A. Ty:e ol sction: (round Strafiing.
B. Date of Action: 6th Cctober 1044,
C. Sguadron and ~roup: 3%6th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group.

Time of Attack: 1515 hours.

Geographic Location of Attack: Breitschied /4. East of goblenz.

Weather: Hazy.

Type of enemy A/C: FW-1u0Ots and Ie-iQO's.

Enemy Casualties: 2 Fy-180's destroyed, 1 myw-190 probably destroyed.
Rounds of ammunition Bxpended: 1300 rounds,

Yerrative:

I was Ilying Bank HNobe Leader'!'s wing on a fishter sweep I of
Coblenz. We were at 15,000 L., when he called in an orbit so he could
check for flak over a suspicious lookin: grass field. Since there was
no reaction, I joined him and as we were ooing dovm, I could see
single-engined E/A clustered sround the edse of the woods to the south
and west of the iield. Qur Iirst pass was made from the sast and I got
zood strikes on a Fi-120, but saw no fire. Fragments of tue cowling
and canopy sprayed off as I passed over. T claim 1 ¥y 190G probably
destroyed. We had drawn no flak whatBoevey, so we nulled up and ran
the line again. This time T got & beautiful run and set one Fy-180
on fire. Which I c¢lsim as destroyed. The third pass 5ot the same
results exactly, on a run from north to soubth along the west side of
the £ield, and I claim another FW-190 desiroyed. This bime Banknote
Leader fired two FW-120's just ahead of me. ¥y fourth pass was too
steep and I missed but Lt. Col. Douslas had anotner 190 ablaze. I ran
out of amio at the beginding of my F£ifth pass, so T climbed up and
Watched the rest of tlie sguadron grind up what was left. T'm
sonvinced that there wamn't a wiocle E/A left when we seb c.ourse for home.

JOE R. KIJAUSS,
2nd Lbt., AC.

I saw LY. Inauss set fire to both F¥-1%0's he claims as
iestroyed, and also saw a damaged E/i after his first run when my
suns didntt fire.

PAUL P. DOUGLAS,
Lt.gol., Air Corps,
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ENCOUIIYER REPURT

Type of Action. Ground Straffing,
Date of action. &th Cctober 1944,
Squadron and Group. 396th Figuter Sgusdron, 368th Fignter Group.
Time of Atbeck, 1515 hours.-
Geographic Location of Attack. Breitscheid 1/G.
weather, Including visibility. Very good. Haze
Type of Enemy Aircraft. Fi-190's and He-1091s.

mIneny Casualties. 3 FW-190's and 1 Me-109Q destroyed, 1 mW-190
and 1 [e-l{¢ probably destroyed.

I. Rounds of Ammunition Expended for the wholc IMissisn. 2040 rounds.

Jd. Marrative:

I was leading Serum Blue flight on a sweep Bast of Coblenz
when the Group Leader, 1t. Col. Douglas, celled in an E/a landing on
a grass field below us. Ve orbited to lose altitude and I saw that
the South and West sides of the field were cluttered with firhiter .
E/A parked wing tip to wing tip. I i nk most of them had Just landed.
Some had nets on them and others were parked and being serviced, Iy win:
mandand I ran the south edge of the field from E to W. I cslled hinm
on the R/T and %old him to take the lasi section of a row of Wi-1901s
and I hit the first section., As T pulied up four of tiem were
burning. T claim tne first two as destroyed. Our second pass was
made tne same wajy and I hit a group of three camouflaged B/A {which
T believe were Fi-190!s) and 2 Kre-109's nearby. Vhen I vwheeled for
the next pass, I saw one E/4 in each group burning so I claim them
as desiroyed. A larie explosion occurred near the camouflaged planes
& moment later and obscured the whole SE corner of the field, but
I got a good squirt at another Fi¥-190 and made it smolder. I claim
this as probably destroyed. e made three more runs but smoke
obscured evesrything and it was difficult to assess any damage.
However, toward the end of the next to last pass, I picked up another
1le-103 on the West side and worked it over around the cockpit. It
was smoldering when we pulled up %o set course. T claim it as
rrobably destroyed.

GEORGE W. PETRIE,
1st Lt., Air Corps.




I was Llying #2 position in Serum Blue flight and wes on Lb. Petriets fligsht
throughout. I verify his claims and description of the &btack.

FBBERT K, P&CE,
2nd L., Air Corps.

I was leading Blue Flight Element in Lbt. Petrie’s flight end verify his
ecgcount of the attacks,

LCUIS D, FAMILTOE III
2nd Lie, Air Corpse
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RIC WITIR nIpont
Tyoe of Action. Ground Stralfing.
Date of Action. 6%th Qctober 1544,
Sguedron and Group. 386th Fignter Sgpusdron, 368th
Time of Attack. 1515 hours.
E. Geographic Location of Attack. Breitscheid IL/G.

. veatner Including Visibility. Very geood. Haze.

G. Type of Enemy A/G. WTW-18C's and lie-10Q's,

H. Inmemy Casualties., 2 #¥-180's destroyed, and 1 Ne-102 destrored,

I. Rounds of Ammunition Expended. 1600 rounds.

J. Narrative: .

I was flying #2 position in Blue Flignt when Lt. Col. Dourlas
spotbed the airport and geve us permission to go down and strafe.
We made cur Tirst pass from east to west, T.t. Petrie called for me to
get the lzst part of a row of #F7-130's and I saw him put a long burst
into the 1lst line of aircraft parked wing tirn to wing tip and covered
with camouflage nets. I followed him up end made a low strafliing pass
on the £nd line of alrcralt. ‘hen we were circling to make our sscond
pass I saw 4 big Tires where we had siraffed. ¥We both claim two Fi-120!'s
destroyed. ‘.e made another pass from east to west but therse was so
much smoke from previous straffing that it was difficult to tell the
results of the second pass. I saw a hAuge explosion along the south
side of tie Tield afber our second pass. Our third pass was from south
to north. T didn't see any airplanes catenr fire, We made two more
passes from norih to soubth along tire west side ol the field. These
airplanes were mosbtly le-109ts, I thwought I saw one catch fire as a
result of my strafiing, therefore I claim one 11e-109 probably destroyed.
vWhnen we leit the Tield trhere vere several firss glong . e souti. side
of the Iield and airplanes were smoking on the west side. The alr
was very turbulent over the rield as a result 2 the Iires.

LOBERT §. PACE,
£nd 1t., Air Corps.
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Pace's clain on the two 5W~190's he set on fire.

GLO=meE Vi, PETRIE,
1st Lt., Air Corns

I was flying just behind Li., Face on his last two passes and I
saw hin obtain strikes on a row of He~109Ts.

L7UIs D, HAMILNON ITI,
2nd Lt., Air CGorps,
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ENCCUNTER REPCRT
Type of ection. Ground straffing.
pate of action, 6th October 1944,
Squedron and Group. 396th Fighter Sguadron, 268th Fighter Group.
Time 8f attack. 151 hours,
Geographic location of atback. Breibscheid L/G.
Weather including visibility. Very good. = Haze.
Type of enemy A/C. FI-150's and He-109's.

Enemy cesualties. 2 FW=19C's and 1 Me-109 destroyed, and 1 FR-190 and 1 Me~10S
probably destroyed.

I. Rounds of smmunition expended. 1800 rounds.

Je Narrative,

I was leading Blue Flight element in Li. Petriets flighte Cur squadron
{7 planes remaining) circled the enemy airdrome, chose & good direction of atteck
and Blue Flight mede its first pass from east to west along the southern border
of the field, pulling up into the haze end sun from the targets. As I leveled ohb
to fire my guns I saw Lts. Pstrie and Pace pull up off their atteck leaving four
plenes burning., I then fired upon another plane in that same line and cleim 1 FW-160
probably destroyed. I olaim 1 FW-190 destroyed on the second péss which was made
in the sams directiom. I noticed light calibre tracers going past my port wing ss
I pulled up. The third pess was made from southeast to nortbhwest. I saw sitrikes
on twoe of three Me-109ts and oleim 1 Me-109 destroyed on this pass. Flak was
inereasing at this time. My wingmen, Lt. Johnson, and I then made & pass frae
northeast to southwest, firing on seversl plenes parked in a semi-circles As I
pulled up I loocked back and saw three FW-190's burning, I cleim 2 FW-190%s
destroyed for my wingmen, Lt. Johnson, end 1 FW-190 destroyed for myself. We made
two other passes in this direction amd I olsim 1 Me-109 probebly destroyed. 1 saw
Lte Pace fire upon & plare parked in a wevetment and obtein meny strikes on it.
OQur attacks were made iwth suck & degree of accuracy and swiftness that the ground
feress were apparently thrown into & stete of confusion and found it difficuld
to man their anti-aircraft guns for several minutes, during this time our sgquedron
destroyed or probably destroyed neerly every plane in sight.

LOUIS D, BARILTON III,
2nd Lte., Alir Corpse




I was flying L. Hemiltonfs wing throughout the atitack erpd verify in
svery deteil his report. .
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BOYD E. JOHNSOR,!
2nd Lte., Air Corpse
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ZUCLUNTESR RLPLET
Type of Actbion. dround Strafiing.
Date o0 pction. 6tn Jetober 1944,

Squadron and Group. J306th Fighter Squadron, 288th Fi hter Group,

Time of Attack. 1518 hours,

seographic Location of Attack., Rreitscheid 1/s.
Vieati:er, Including ¥isibility. Very sood. Haze.
Type of Enemy A/C. TW-1301s and Ne-109.

Eremy Casualties. £ TW-190's destroyed and 1 probably destroyed [Io-109
.

kounds of ammunition IExpended. 1300 rounds,
kY

J. Harrative.
1 was muwmber = in Serun Blue F1i ht ied by lst Lt. retrie in

Lt. Gol. Douglas' sguadron, We werc on a fighber sweep Last of Coblenz.
we had been vectored srourd for about 1 hour by a ground controller
after B/a. iithout an, resuliss from vectori Lomy seuadron counlander,
Lt. Col. Douglas, sijnted en glrfield with aireraft on it. e went
down with his wing man to invesbi_ate thue Field ard Thne smount of flak
that ni ot be encountered. The Tlak was very liht so he told us 3o
strafe. Cur first pass was made from Bast Ho West to strafc obout 5
girplenes whilch were narked wing tlp o wing $ip. Lb. Col. Druglasd
juns wouldn't Yire r=rad his wingman overshst the target so our fiighit was
next 2 strafe. Affer the four ships in Seruwn Blue Fiight had straled
trere were 4 or 5 /4 burning. (n our next pass I saw & loune Lie-1G2
pariied aboub 20 £t. avay from the trees on the west side of the field.

I shot a Talrly long burst into the side of the A/C from 230 de_rees but
% didn't stoart barning. I made two pesses on thabt A/C without any
gible results of fire but I saw many striles. I claim it as probably
stroyed. Vhnile pulling un from bthe pass I saw three FY-1%0's narked
in a semi-cirele on t.2 west end of the field wing bip to wing tip with
treir cowling off. {m our next pass I snot a long burst into the three
4/C sevbing meny striles. afber pullin: up, I looked back and two of
the E/4 woere burning. I vkaim these destroyed. I was very low on

s8s s0 I called my flight leader. ¥Ee made a couple of more passes n
which i circled and t.rottled back trying to save fuel., Ve then joined
formation ana took up a2 heading for our home bace.

i
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I sew Lte Johnson set the 2 Fg-180's on fire a&s descrited in his report
of the attack.

LCUIS P, BAMILTON IiI,.
2nd L¥., Alr Corpse.
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aywe of Action: ar-und Str
Date ol actilon: uth Letober 1042,

Squsdr.m and Grouw: 3%¢th Pir. Zg. 265tk Itr. up.

Zime of asttack: 1ilS Hours.

eographical Location of attack: Rreibscheld L/f.
Vieather: Very Cood, ¥isibllity - Haze.

Type of Enemy A/C: Fiy-190's and Ife-109!s.

Eneny Casualties: TE=190 Probably d.ostroyed and E "e-108tc Dameged.

smmunition Zxpended: 1050 l.ounds.

Harrative:

I was rlying ;3 in Lt. Gol. Douglas' flight. I'v wingran vas
not with me as he had trouble before take-off, Tn thne vicini'ly of the
airfisld the Col. spotted a plane taxiing across the field which: T also
saw. He was taxliing NE. We circled the field in larze circles losing
our altitude. The gol, made the first pass east ro west. T followed
him down behind the #2 msn, Nobthing e¢laimed on this pass, The flak
was negligible so I made a second pass after Lt, Pebriets {flisht made
a pass, E to ¥, I claimed the 180 on the SE edge of the field probably
destroyed after seeing strilkes all around the plsne and it seeming to
smoulder, I then circled the field and made a pass 8 to ¥ on the
Ke-109t's on the west side of tie field. Ify burst Mwglked" through ihe
plane put goi no smoke or fleames in spilte of numerous strikes. I claim
both trese B/A as dsmaged. As we climbed to set course, tlere was a
column of smoke to the wesit zbout two miles long, and the whole south
nart of the Iield wss obscured by black oil smoke,

FAUL J. (UILTY,
1st Lt., AC.

I saw Lb. tailty i the Fe~-109's claimed as damaged.

GRIRGE . PEYEIE,

1=t Lt., AC.

I sav Lb. quilty fire on a ¥/-120 and obiain strikes.

PAGL P. DCUGLAS,
Lt. Col., AC.




Avrigl Combat.

20 ¢ctovner 1944

SvBth ¥tr. Sg. 386&th “6r. op.
1450 Hours.

Coblenz.

Several thin cloud layers around 11,00C ft. - Visibility very zood,.

Fi-1901s
3 /A destroyed - 1 E/i damaged,
I. 2100 oundc,

J. Tlarrative:

I was leading Serum Zcuadron on an uneventful sweep after
bombing enemy strongpoints near merzstein. e had patrolled itne
Cologne~goblenz area and were aboubt to set course for home, flying at

about 11,000 £t, when my element leader called in bogies at 10 Otclock.
They evidently saw us at the same time thet we saw them for the sky
was suddenly filied with jettisoned tenks and bombs which fell right
on the city of Coblenz. T/A then begen a climbing lufbery wo the left.
e siarted climbing efter them in the opposite direction when 1 =ie
190 wko was unable vo zZet rid of his tank dove awey. I called on the
%7/T to leave him alone and for the next five minutes, there was g
5004 0ld fashioned dog-fight at 11,000{t. with everyone nalkin:, head-on
passes very ineflectively. After several turns, I ot on The tail of
1 long-nosed F.-190 and eventually managed to close to 200 yds, with
no deflection. He began to smoks and Tragmments Tell off'. The pilot
then bailed out as the B/ foll into a spin, I claim this Ty-160
destroyed. At this point, thelr top cover, a flight of about 6, broke
through.and I latched on to the rear of foutr of thenm as’ they webt
through, I began sihooting at #4 at about 2,000. from 100 yds. and he
immediately began to pour out white smoke so I swuns; over behind =3,
I pave him a short burst from 150 yds and saw striles on his fuselage.
I ciaim him as domaged, I then noticed that #4 had stopped smoking and
was £Pill in ihere flyin: so I swung back. This tiwe there was no
doubt about it, 4 three-sescond bursi caused the sirplene to just about
disintesrate as it Tell olf, plunged straight down and exploded when
it hit. Ve were then at about 50 ft. but there were only 2 F/-19C1s
out ahead of me. ac we flew alon; on tiie deck vast a wooded ridge,
the E/A split and I lost one. I believe het!s the one whio eventually
drilled me with 15 20mm siells. However, I save tie last T/A three
long sguliris from 100 yds. and fired until my risht outboard gun was
the only one with any ammo left. I noticed many strikes on both wings
during tihis burst but the Hun continued to attempt evasive action.
However, I had no trouble cuitting him off in two turns and when he

pulled up and saw me about iordty ft. away, he evidently lost his
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nerve, zoomed straisht up and bailec ous as he stalled at avout 1,200
Tt. I Iollowed his shin down, suibched to camera anc shot a picture of
the ciash, orbited and took a shot ol him stru_gling in hic chute
harness and then climbed for home. 7 had just set course, alone, when
my left wing cau it fire and burned ous my flap, air siced indicator,
and was about half-way throusl: the aileron control whor it blew out.,
About ¢ minutes later sortethin: exploeded, shredded ny canddy, blew ny
kelment off and oui, lmoclei a large bole in tre side of the coclimit,
and broke the _lass on some 57 ny instruments. 1.t, Yennody then
joined up and we Tlew on home. I landed with no flaps, one brale, no
L/s indicator, and iwe flst tires. Vou can't best those H-23ts, T dig
everything the Hun did, and in climbs, turns, and speed ic thirty-
rercent besier.,

Cn 20th Cctcber while leadin_, the second flizht in the squadron,
I saw Lt. Col. Douglas attack an Fi-190 and the wilot bail outb.
Later in the fi_ht, I saw an explosion and a parackute as well as a
single P-47,. 1t developed that thls P-47 was that of T5. Col. Douglas
I verify two of 1%. Col. Douzlas! three clasinms.

CHARLES J, IENVEDY, JR.
1st Lt., Air Corps.




ENCOUNTER KEPOKT
Aerial gombat
20th October 1944
896tn Fighter squadonn, 368th Fighter Group
1450 hours.
Coblenz
« Several thin cloud layers around 11,000 £t. visibility very good,
Js F¥-1801s3
He 1 F¥-190 destroyed, 1 r¥-190 damaged.
I. 1260 Rounds.

J. Narrztive,

I was leading glack %light of Serum Squadron when we mede contact with the enemy
over Coblenz. My flight was 2 thousand feet to the right and slightly higher than serum
leader s flight. We were crossing the Rhipe at Coblenz on a heading of 240 degrees at
an altitude of 11,000 ft. Twenty plus ¥7-190's, carrying bombs zand belly tanks, broke
through the overcast at 11 ofclock to us sligntly avove and at about five hundradg
yards range. The enemy immediztely jettisoned their bomps and belly tanks as they
started a climbing turn to the leit. I started 2 climbing turn to the lefi also and
gob my flight on the enemyis level before attacking. ¥y original intentien was to
attack the rear elements oi the enemy 's formation but nad o change my mind as the
eneng was forming 2 big Luftberry which would have put his lezd plines on my tail, so
I broke my flight through the center of his formetion. 3t this time I saw Serum
leader gebting strikes on an Fw=190 and the pilot bailed outl My element leader was
being attacked by two F-190's at this time so T called for him to break and at the
same time turned onto their tails, I had no trouble closing, so T closed to 150 yis.
before opening fire. Firing from astern and at a deflection angle of about 15 degrees,

I noticed meny sirikes just forward of the cockpit which caused the plane to start burning.

I sterted to follow the E/A down but had to break into three of the eneny coming in
on my wingmants tail. serum leader saw this men bail out. The next ten minutes was spent
in attacking the enemy and trying to keep them off our tails. In the numerous attacks
I definitely saw strikes on one other E/Ei.’. The enemy was very aggressive and made
many head-or attakks. ¥y wingman did a wonderful job of staying with me 2ll this time
and saved my neck seversl times. He called that ne was getting low on gas, so I told
him we would break out of the fight and start home. At this time, I saw two FW-1901s
diving on him and called for him to brzazk as I broke into them, but they hit him b
badly ss T vas troesmitting. uis plane broke into flames and started a spirel to the
left. I tried to follow him dovm but after about a thousand feet of dive, I was
attacked from behind by three E/A. After T broke into these three, I cladhed back to
10,000 f£t., noting thet T was getting low on gas and practically out of ammnition 5

I looked for anobther p~47 to join with but could locate none. There were still
several of the funs around, so I decided to head for the base. Thinking T wes still
on the east side of the river, I headed for the river and the clouds at 4,000 ft.
with two of the enemy on my tail. I was able to pull away from them pretty rapidly
but, when I broke out below the clouds I noticed that 1 Was on a soubaeast heading
gving deeper into termeny. At this time I noticed ap explosion below and then I saw
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& parachube. Ib was just after I turned back west that I picked up 3erum Lewder who
was shot up pretty badly and had & fire in his left wing. I escortad Serum leader
back to base with the help of Sweepstalkes. I claim one T-120 destroyed and one

FU-190 damaged.

1

ChiALeS J. KENEDY, JRe)
1st 1t., 4ir Corps.

I was leading Seruwmn Scuadron vhen ve made coniac
Coblenz tiat were carrying bombs and velly wanie vhic
jettisoned vhen we turned into them. The T/A Torueq
and I clusec lio on numbexr four nen and he bailed out.

.1~

vith /A uver
they

bi;, Tuftberry
I observed

Lt. Kemnedyt's diving attacikt throuzh the I/a Tuliberry and also rneard
hin tell nis element leader to break. He brolie into the two FI/-190's

attrcling his element lezder and closed o poini-blank ran_e before

he opened fire, I saw svriltes all around the cnehpit
started to burn. The pilot bailed »ut. & verify it.
of 1 wy-190 destwoyed.

PATT F.

and the »nlere
Tennedy's claim




nter Squairon, SSCEh i
1800 hours,
Coblenz.

Several thir eclrud layers sround 13,200 ft, ¥Vis’ Pili%tr werT oo

e-102 on ~round
1 FU-12C destroyed in the air. 1 e-10T7 destroved mm the Sroand.
I. 1500 rounds.

I
ter dwve—bﬁlbln a tar.ct for Seascout, ocur squadion flew
easv on- a 11uhter sweep. I was leadin: It. Col. Douzlas elouent. AL
approx. I7-5782, I celied in one sin le-en_ined I/A norsec on the edge
of a ;rass Pield near a aangar, and "ot permission to L0 dovn. I
made ziy Dirst sass irom ri ot an les to the fusela e out T was oo
i and fast. I drew no flair, so T orbited end sloved ler qown,
This tize I saw the E/a wac an 1'e-109 on jacks =nd iour :echanics
vere scraubling balis out Lor ile woods. I zob _ood striizes from
the middle oI e fusela.e back 1o the Tail vith a three second buarst.
1¥ next Lass really clobbercd tie I'e-1C0® around the cocuzit and
cowling and big chunls dropred oii. It was smolderini as T nulled
up and rejoined tite Fii_ht. ‘je turned on a headin. of 272 de rees,
and vhile crossing the northern seciion of Coblinz, we ran into
aO #lus long acd soorb-nosed Wi-1€C0t's at 11 ortclock snd sii hilr
hisher. The E/A jebttisoned boubs and velly tanks, and oe‘ar
turn Lo the left. I Droke us nnd left with the elenend asi
int. the v.p-cover of loni-nosed i-100!'s. Thers Tere slx
arter a siarp break left, I wouhd up with one on my tail., I out-tur.
nim €0 de ses In one rivrct 380, and ¢o? i g solid burce at 18 aedree
on toe cousletion of ihe second 360, /A inriedistely hurst into
flmzes as lar_e chunlis sell off. The yll)t briled out and I
clear my bail. Iy wing man also ot on the tail of ore =21 ¢
nim up Yo the 17,000 feet clovd layer but was uncble Lo close
sufiiciently.
For annr minacelr the next ten ninutes it wes a mddhouse of
head on passes and we all i:ad to scramble to keep them ofFf our tails,
There was 1ittle chaice of rebttlin: any shooting in, The Ifun atiempted
rviany 90 de_re« delflection ghots ond was _rnerally very a: ressive.
I was hit orce by a 7.9 bullct that »isrced the canony, suashed my
sossles ana wenu it the other slde of ihe cockmit. Ir en_.ine was hit
7 & &0 137 shell itron the sane /4 and the #3 crlinder imacked out.
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dowr in Jlames snd called

dovm w3 5,0 GO 7t wvhere he
ciuita V;en just : wee hit in thie ergines, Canony,
/4 thet : ovres » necded n: intu a T
overerst a d sel i ; ot 4,000 v, _vedually rev
of the thrse AR I s cxtrwnCT“ Iow om
exve ledb. L oDhmad G obn respin Linran

cognng 2 ; i winutes

Yt

been
Crobanly s
fgetar than

T watehed Zt. Clson stoafe tre 1e-109 on Bhe
my firm beliet theot the /e vres str° Len peyond
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FAUL Y. 5 Wﬁﬂ&s Jx,
it. ool., Air Qoros.

£

e i

g

i




1044

aber Sgurdron, Jéith 1 ter mroup

Coblens
*hin cioua layers at 11,000 ft. and 7,000 f£t.

™Wi-1GCts

2 [%-13C's destroyed
1800 Founds

Farrative: .

T was Ilying To. 3 in It. Kennedy's £1izht when (¢ol. Douglas
called in 20 plus bandits high a2t 1030. %the bandiits began dropping
bonps and belly tanks and began a climb to the leit., Iy {light broke
arcund behind bandits and besan climbing. ¢ne F-19( failed to dron
his belly tank and Tell behind. 7T began closin: on E/4 and fired a
short burst but saw no strikes. /A rolled to the rijht and headed for
the ground. I Xept closing: on othcr _roup and fired from about 20°
deflection at another T/A observing strikes on wing and fuselage. I
kept firing and closing seeing pieces begin falling off, =F¥-190 began
smoking and fallingz spart and headed for earth spimming, I claim this
=/a destroyed. T broke to take plane of. my wingaan's tail and saw 5
bandits climbing Tor the clouds and jave chase., I closed arnd fired a
short burst with no sirikes obssrved on last man wiho splitesved and
vent dovn. I chiased otiter £ bandits tnrough one thin layer and closed
on last man as E/p began Lufberry. I observed strikes and saw pieces
begin Falling offl E/g, one of which nearly hit my plane. Ie began
smoking and went down out of control. I claim him as destroyed. I
continued Lmfverry with other r/A being unable to bresl oub or et
enough lead to et a long burst at other 3. Tinally we zot nesr enouzh
to cloud layer Tor me to hit it and jet out. 7T did, ond turned 1i0° in
layer and broke out undernczth snd saw no Iriendly planss and tuvrned
tovard home., I Fired at two E/A in tufverry, bubt was unable to zet a
lony burst and observed no striltes on sither plane., I observed 2 E/A
witn excentionally long noseg which would climb strai _ht up and fire on
F-471g coning straipnt down. I also met two /4 head-on, both of which
begen Iiring at exireme range. I saw two parachutes open during the
engagement, boti: of wnich were To tie 1l=ft of my vlene and slightly
lover. /3 seemed excessively rpgressive and preferred a head-on pass,
nowever one &/4 fircd at my win.men cnd me at 9C° and at an extremely
long range.
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FOBERT H. HOVIE,
£nd Lt., Alr corps.




I was fiying ¥o. 4. in Lt. Kennedyts flight on 1t, Howie's wing. Te hed just
just crossed the ghine Diver hesding west when 20 plus bandits were called in 2t
13 otfclock., Te broke left and I7t. Howle gob on the t2il end of the 3/9, which were
starting a Lufberry to tne left and climbing. Lt. Howie fired a short burst at an
/A who was wnzble to drop his helly tank. The /L rolled over and splitesss.
1t. Howie thaen fired at the second /. I cbserved strikes on this E/4 on i1uselage
and wings. The I7~180 begen smoking and headed Ior the ground. I cbserved the
#/h hit the ground and explode. T did not see the pilot bail oub. AT this point,
I had to bresk into an 3/A that was on my t2il. Then I located It. Howie again,
he was on tne tail of 2 flight of four B/i. I observed him getting stirikes on o.
IArge pieces began falling ofi this pléne, and the B/4 was smoking vadly. The EB/A
headed down out of control and pieces were still coming off the fuselage. The E/A
appeared to be falling apart and he was at an extremely low altitude when T last
savr him, T believe the pilot was dead. I had to break into the clouds a2t this
point as two E/A were on my t2il. After breaking into the clouds two or tnrese
times 7 found myself below the overecast with 4 Fifts milling around aboub a mile
away. As I was exbremely low on gas, I wenbt up into the overcast and hezded for home.
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RICHARD C. 00X,
nd Lt., 4ir Corss.




