SGUADRON HISTORY

ASARDS AXD DECCRATIONS: continued
GO #9, XIX TAC continued

Sra gilver oak Leaf Cluster
ist I.t. Reorge R. Davis

16tn Roonze Qak Leaf fluster

Charles J. Kennedy, Jr. 1St T.t. Frank S. Kerchner

16th & 17th Bronze 0ak Leai GCluster

capte. . John ¥®., baer

1uth Bronze Qak Leal Cluster
Capt. Irving Ostuw Capt. oliver S. Ryerson

In accordance with G§ #13, Hg XIX TAC 3 24 Peb. 1945,
following awards were made: (Copy of GO atchd)

Section IT
ATE MEDAL
Znd Ib. Gerald H. Breuer “nd T,t. Edwin J. Soderiund

Section IIT
1lst Bronze Oak Leal Cluster
" 2hd To. mdwin J. Soderiund

2nd Bronze oak Leaf (Cluster
Snd Lt. Aaroid pD. dJammett

5rd Bronze Qak Leaf Gluster
William J. Gennoy ond Lt. ATbhur B. Poliman

gjg.Bronze oak Teaf Cluster
pavid J. Boss “nd Lt. Ricnard T. Schindling
2nd 5. William D. Dunbar

lSu Sllveqﬂpak Leaf Gluster
D Lb. Talbert S. 3 ond 16. George A. Myers

: th Bronze 0Oak Leaf Cluster
ond 5. Albert F. Brizendine nd Lt. Boyad E. jonnson
2nd ILt. Barl L. Kielgass

7th Bronze gak Ieaf Cluster
ist Lt. fobert R. Waggoher

8th Bronze Oak Leaf vluster
Richard C. COX ohd Lt. 1rven r. ¥iller
o2nd Lt. Kenneth I. WilcoxX

the




SQUADRCH HISTORY

5. AWARDS Auo DECORATIONS :
GO #13, XIXTan Continued

9th Bronze 0ak Leal Gluster
Gapt. lWeredith 7, Tenry

EXth Brongze gal Leal Gluster

1st Lt. Geore P. Dhlman Ist ¥ . George w. Petrie
1st It. Leslie G. Hansen

12th Bronze Oakt Teaf Cluster

e i

1sv 15, Seraia 7. Grace

13th Bronge Dak 1eal Gluster

e e v

1st 1t. Harold . &

lazier 1st Lt. Henry 1. olson
1st Lt. Rebers H. Howie

14th Bronze Qak Leaf Gluster
Capt. Jerry 3. muiiis 1st L. Henvy T.. 0lson

Srd silver 02k rear Cluster
1st Lt. Touis D. Hamilton 1st Lt. Jomm 1i. Loeb

17th Bronze Qsk Lesf Cluster

ist TET Frank s; Kerchner ~

18th Bronze 0ak veaf Yluster

Mej. John W, Baerw

19th Bronze oak Leaf gluster
Capt. Irving ostuw Capt. 0liver g. Ryerson

In accordance with par. 4 50 #12, Hg., 368th Ptr. gp, dtqd
3 Feb, 1845, 61 enlisted men were awarded good Conduct iedals
(Copy of 30 atchd) ) -
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SQUADRON HISTORY

PERSONNEIL CHANGES:

2"

10.

11.

In accordance with par 4 & 7, SO #11, Hg. $68 Ftr. 5p, dtd 1
Feb,., 45, one man was reduced and 4 men Were promoted to grades
indiceted. (Qopy of S0 atchd}.

2nd T t. Jerome S. Thorough was transfd to 356%th Ttr. Gp.

Capt, John W, Baer was promoted to Maj. AUS per par. 24,
S0 # 23, Hg. Ninth AP, dtd 23 Jan. 45.

on 1 Feb. status of Lst Lt. John L. Carter (MIA) was changed
to (KIA), 2 July 1944,

lst Lt; fouis D. Hamilton departed on the 12%h, being trnsfd
to the Zone of the Interior,

Pvi. Leo ¥. Devlin was trnsfd to Loire Disciplinary Training
Center, I,e Mans, Trance per par 4 S0 45, Hg. XIX TAC, dbd
lc Feb, 45.

2na Its. Robert R. Waggoner, Richard G. Cox, and ILeslie G.
Hansen promoted to 1lst Tieuts AUS per par 18 S0 51, Hg.
Ninth AF, dtd 20 Feb. 45. 1st It. Jerry B. Tullis promocted
to Capt. AUS vper par 18 50 51, Hq. Ninth AR, dtd 20 Feb. 45.

capt. Meredith W. Henry, dy to KIA &s of Z1 Feb. 45.
Capt. Charles J. Kennedy, Jr. departed on the 22nd having
been trnsfd to Zone of the Interior, 2nd Lt. James B.
Philbrick promoted %o 1st Lieut. AUS per par 1l S0 46, Hg.
Winth A®, dtd 15 Feb. 45.

2nd Lt. Richard T. Schindling dy to MIA as of 23 Feb. 45.

Squadron notified that 2nd Lt. Rupert B. paxwellss status
changed from ¥IA to POW.
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HEADJ APTERS
363TH FIGETER GROUP

APG 14, T. S. Army
1 mcbruary 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS ) .
NUMBER 1 )

1. ojor HARGLD P. SPARKS, 0432726, ac. is apbd assistanit group S-3.

2. rhe followins nemed ¢ aud =X ore placed on TDY for a period of thres (3)
doys, wp fr this sta ofa 3 web 1345 to 15%h &ng. meims, France, for the purpose
of cobtaining Sisncl gorps Pasts. ool oo peebion of this v, they will rat to

oroper sta and orrn. TON by MF, @il aeft o rails 6H0-114 » 532-02 p 212/50425.
AUTH: VOCG XIX TAOC-

24 ,t WRLI2 7. (CHDER
T/sst (8255 1;(]:::: g~ Bicher
Ffec (3’-}5) Tichard e dediborer

Hg 368th Ftr gp
122ist ( co (4vn)

3« T/S5E (27! %) Donsid A Tadka. FRALZAT, By . is placed on
Ty for a period of two (&) daoyn, ¥r fu UL 5 o Foribe Hobel,
Foris, reporiins io Muioe 0 Xuol ic gelations, 9aF.
Uson completion of his o w: e TIN DY T,
mil aeft or raile 6C-ilk T 4" 2 4 2 a6 gir Forces

le Tmder the provisicns of an 635-5. 30 June 1943, ond upon the recomseh-
dation of his Qrgm gomdr. T/Sct (752) urwSt R. Gibsonm, 15016047, 396th Fir Sd,
is reduced to the ;v of BPvi for niscenlucic

5. vynder the prorisions of zm 615- 5 20 June 1943, and upon the recomen~
dation of his Ooryn gomdr, Pvi (345) Viotor J. Rubidean, 1217CH46, Ho 360th Ftr gp.

is promoted to gr of private First (lass (Toup).
6o Under the provisions of £2 €15-5. 30 June 1943, and upen the recommen—

dation of their Orpn comdr, the i'ollcf.viq) lia:ed Ty 395 th Fir & _, ure promoied
to prades aos indicated.- -

TC IF SAFE SER TER)
sct (T47) 7 33458375
TC 7% >
cpl (ThT) v son 19056359
col (747) RODOTS £o ILl-w 3&3”’" 2
TQ BE CGIWCRY | TE
Ffc-(911) yilliam inenuc 33593433
Ffe {809) sidnoy grossnan 324951153
Pfe (747} #Herbort N. Corp 125495
pfe (060) jonmic 7. Wood 3322124
-1 -

o




CTED

S0 11, Hq 363th ¥ir gp, 1 peb 45, .
Par 6 contrd, ’ -
T EE_PRIVATE FIRST (LSS (TEEp)

Bvt (932) Thomas p. Lynch 37329021
Pt (345) William E. Newton 16093320
Fvt (590) Merlin v. quthrie 308231848
vt (590) vircel H. crawford 38327492
Prt (590) John M. genry 36659137

7+ Under the provisiens of 4R 615-5, 30 FJune 1943, and upon the TG Commnen-
dation of their Orgn comir, the following named .z, 396th Fir 3¢, are prozoted
to grades as indicated, ) ‘
Q BE TECHEIICAL SERGE ANT TP )
8/8zt (750) pndrew p. Martin 34097257

TO BE CORPORA, (7o)
Ffc (911) william C. Edwards 37526452

0_BE PRIVATE FIRST CL:SS TEP)
Pvt (590) Alfonso N. catritle 324567790
PVt (405) John ¢. gwens 19030499

8« vynder the provisiens of pn 615-5, 30 June 1943, and upon the Trecommene
dation of thcir Orzn comdr, the followins: neamed Eiy 397th ptr 548, are promoted
to rrades aos irdicated, - g

0 EE STAFF SERGEANT THE)
St (747) cecil F. clancy 36507748
Sgt (7h7T) John p, Irish 32479280

TO BE CORPCRA. (TZsp) ,
¥fe (747) sStanley Berkowitz 12148575
Pfe (405) Charles H, O'ponnel 32712184

20 ZE PRIVATE FIRST GLASS (TWrp)
Pvt (650) Joserh Greenspan 328626669 : -

{Travel dir is pursuant to auth contained in st md, Hg U s Strategic gir Forces
in gurope, 2 pee 1944, to Ltr, Hg Buropean TO, USA, file 300.4 ¥e2f, 22 Nov 194h )

BY order of 1.t Col TPEREGO:

HUGH L. RICE,

Major, gir corps,
OFFICIAL: 48 jutant, i

/én// g..,‘

HUGH L. RICE,
Major, jpir oorps,
Adjutant,

ISTRIBUTION :
g

~
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MISSIONS # 520, 341......A7Med RECCOeavses

The month of February started off with bad weather, waiting
around at the 5-2, S-3 site, a briefing was called in for 1030.

Wh§n we arrived at the Group brlefing room we found out that it was
going to be a group mission with our Major Crisp to lead the boys
east of tge Rhine in the Limbourg-Gessen-Friedberg-Hofheim-Bad
Schwalbach area, After sS-2 gave the pertinent information, weather
wasn!'t too optimistic. The ALO told of the adwances of the Pirst and
Third pgrmies and also of the Russlan claim of being 65 miles from
Berlin and the Germans! statement saying they were 35-40 miles from

their capitol. Maj. Crisp then rose to brief as to just how he
wanted the mission flown. The scheduled piidts took for chow in the
weapons carrier afterwards.

Back at the squadron, the voys awaited take off %o be called ine.
Instead, a release was ordered due to the fact that the vad weather
wasn't going to let up. HNeanwhile, Capt. Henry had pub a call for all
the pilots to be dowvn at the line at 1300 to hear a lecture by Hr.

Gotter on "Toss Bombing!, the new technique for having bombs released
on a dive bombing run pull out at a time when the bombs would be '
automatically released to follow a trajectory directly to the target.
Mr. Cotter had come to the sgquddron from Parls to remain with us a
while and give the pilots all the information on The subject., He
came to the continent from the Burean of Standards in washington, A
discussion was held later.

- In the eveningjs mail, a letter from Capt. Dave parrish told us
how ho walked into his hmme home just as the Christmas dinner was
being served., During the days Lt. Thorough left us by transfer to
the VIII Fighter Commeand.

Briefing was held at 0745 on the 2nd for the same recce area
to the east of the wmhine. #aj. Crisp was to lead the Group. The AIO
told of the continuing advances by the First and Third armies,
averaging 3-5 miles gain., The Home Guard in Frankfort-on-~-Qder was
reported to have mutinied as the Russians came closer to this im-
portant city. The weather man expected a ckld front in. A take~off
was called down to the squadron for each squadron to take off in-
dividually, f1y across the bombline where they were té look for
targets of opportunity and return home Iimmediately. ¥aj. crisp and
the squadron flew out to enemy territory, found a concrete bridge
about 4 miles northeast of Kirn which they bombed with poor results,
The rest of the mission was rather uneventful.

The second mission was briefed on the same recce area. This was
g2lso a Group formation led by Maj. Ceibine from the 397th, with ILbt.
pullils leading our sguadron. Lbt. Steers told the boys that the
expected front was breaking up with flyable weather in the recce area.
The squadron was bombed up and flying top cover for the group. They
were ssked to look for rail traffic which would be heading eastward
towards thne Russien front. They flew out on the briefed course and
finally came upon the Wetzlar marshalling yards which was jammed
full of rolling stdck and about 5 locomotives putting up steam. The
squadron got excellent hits smack into the yard. A large explosion
end some Tires were observéd. After dropping thelr 3500 pounders,
the planes set course for home and landed.
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SQUADRON HISTORY
MISSIONS # 340, 34l......Continued.......

In the evening, VITI Fighter Command combat film showing
German jJet planes, both Me-163's and Me-B62's, were shown at the
Grouc movie., There were excellent shots of combat between these
fighters and smerican.

No Operations.....Bad Weather.....

4 vriefing for a2ll squadrons was held at 0730 on February 3rd.
The mission scheduled was for an atbtack on the Glebelstadt alrdrome,
about 10 miles south of Wurzburzg. Copt. Reinthal told the assembled
pilots about the recce plane which had flown over the airfield when
S Me-262's took off to intercept. The airfield was definitely an
active one. The boys were also briefed on the other fields in the
vicinity so that they could distinguish the Giebslsitadt from the
others. Weather was next as the synoptic situation was given. Capt.
Courtwright gave the latest ground situation with the Tirst Army
doing well in the Monschau srea. The French were also doing well in
the Colmar sector. The Russians were having the same type of warm
veather we were having and were reported near the Qder River, north
end south of Frankfurt. Capt. Henry was to lead the group. =He
assigned the different parts of the airfield to each sguadron and
briefed as to how he was going to fly the mission. Back at the
squadron, we went on a 30 minute alert. The weather continued
uncertain until a8 release came in the afternoon.

The squadron basketball team played its first game in the
tournament arranged by Special Service., The team, composed of S/Sgt.
Vnook-center, Sgt. B. Bennett-rt. forward, S/Sgt. "Hedic! Detert-
1t. forward, T/Sgt. Spigut- 1t. guard, pPfc. Bartley- ri. guard,
and subs Cpl. Banks and pvt. castle, had the 1298th K¥p's as opponents
at the gymnasivm in the Hotal Royale, Metz. Qur team won with a
score of 31 to 19. 4 pilots team composed of Lts. Loeb -rt. forward,
Myers-1t, forward, Boss- rit. guard, Hunt- 1lt. guard, Soderlund-
center, Jjones- center, Ohlman- ri., forward, Dunbar-lt. forward,
Nevhart- rt. forward, and coached by Lt. Newhart lost to the 395th
officers 20-18.

Sunday, the 4th, brought rain and a release for the day. It
was a very uneventiul day. We learned that "Nippy", the greyhound-
terrier had given birth to a litter of 7 over at the enlisted men's
quarters. "Butch", who might have been the father of Fippy:'!s pups,
went astray early in January and hasntt been heard of since. angus
and Corky lost a buddy. The squadron basketeers played a non-
league practice game with the 321st Sig. Co. Wg, losing 20-29. In
the evening, the first dance at the Group Qfficers Club was held.
The young ladies invited were from Metz. <this was also ths first
time we heard the Group!s own band. They played very well, in-
cluding our own Lt. Campbell at the pisno and Sgt. "Chopper" Fowler
at the base fiddle. The vocalist added to the bands performance.
Many of the boys were feeling pretty good, including ILbt. Austin H.
¢arr, who can tell all the different branches of the service which
he deals with regarding the problems of squadron supply. The
sanawiches wihich were passed out were very tasty.

4

224 3
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SGUADRON
o Operations Conbtinuede.ce..
Februery 5th ¥as very rainy. There was no activity to speak oi,

Lt. Garr left for St. Digier with his transportation detail for XIX
Tac. It was a very dull day.

MISSTOW # 342.....Target - Glebelstadt Alrdrome...2 Me-110's gtraffed..

The sguadron 0.D. called Capt. Henry at 0600 on the 6th,
Briefing was to be held at 0700. When the mission pilots arrived at
group, the same scheduled milssion to attack the @giebelstadt airdrome
was to be the day's operation. gapt..Reinthal added the latest in-
formation he had about flak defences and other pertinent data. The
runway at our base had to be fixed before angt definite take off
could be given, ¢apb. Yenry was leading the group. Waile waiting
in the S-2, S-3 building down on the line, the take off was called
in. The other two squadrons were alrborne and circling the field
until Cgpt. Henry and the rest of the Thund8r Bums were cleared,
Some repairs had to be made on the sirip of Pearce planking before
the squadron was given tne 0.K. Weather was expected to be about
7/10ths in the target area as the group set course with their frag
clusters under each wing. _

The formation Tlew on gourse over a large patech of cloud after
crossing the Rhine River. <they left its edge when Capt. Henry
looked back and saw the airfield at 6 otclock to him, right bslow
the edfe of the cloud. They immedliately turned and went down to
attack. Only six of the squadron's planes were on this target. Lt.
Glazier and his flight couldntt join up with the rest aifter coming
up through the overcast so the 4 planes made sure they were in enemy
territory and bombed a railroad bridge. The boys over the airfield
dropped their frags bub couldni't debermine the exact damage done.
in the north psrt of the field, rose colored flames Were seen,
T00king the place over, they noticed 2 large transports at the west
end of the runway and 2 total of 40 plus enemy alrcraft on and in
the vieinity of the field. Some were parked in a nearby town. Lbs.
Dixon and Myers went down to strafe. Dixon got some strikgs on 2
me 110's, damaging both while It. Xyers shot up flak positions on
the south hangar. The other sguadrons formed right up after the
bombing-and the group set course For home, landing at .141l. After
the interrogation, the boys went to eat and then to the critlque.
That afternoon, Sroup Ops called in over the squawk box that Tt.
Kazwell!s status had been changed from MIA as off 20 october to POW.
It was good news to hear, .

Tn the evening, the basketball team played the 29th HMRand R in
a league game. T/Sgt. Malone played hils first game with the squadron
that night. It was another victory for our men - 35 té 19. sgt.
#zelte” Richards must do a swell Job of managing and coaching since
the team didn!'t have an opportunity to practice since tne btourna-
ment started. TLTt. carr returned from his bransportation job that
eveninz. The piléts had wo n their basketball game, too, opposing

the MpP's, by a score of 18-14,
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SQUADRON HISTORY

MISSIONS # 343, 344...To Work With S?th Infantry Division...More
M/Ts Hiteees

The weather and condition of the runway on the 7th prevented a
any operations or fiying, e squadron was inspected by'the XIX PAC
during the day. We were released for the whole day. -

At 0815 on February 8th, the squadron was briefed for air-
ground coordination with the S0th Infantry Division, "Inroncladt
controller, The controllerts position was shown as the information
was given regarding the mission. Maj. Davis, giving the sitrep
on the Westson Front, told of the 80thts crossing of the Qur River
in the vieinity of Wallendorf in order to seize the high ground on
the other side of the river. The boys were asked to waSch the rail
movement between Trier and Bitburg. The infantry hag Jjumped off
the night before last and the ALO showed the latest front line end
bombline. A Russiszn bridgehead was reported northwest of Kustrin
as well as being across the oder south of Breslau,

The squadroh was scheduled for a 0930 teke off, jaj. crisp -
leading. They flew out to the rendezvous point, but due to the over-
cast they procesded esastward where they dive bombed a bridge near
the tovn of Treis on the Moselle and the town itself, Oonly the
western approach to the bridge recelved a direct hit and a fire was
started in Treis, They also observed a phenomehon a few miles west
of Trier when a ball of flame rose slowly and small balis of fire
burst forth at about 6,000 feet,

T™he second mission for the day was briefed at 1015, TIb. Tullis
was to lead. When they were over the briefed point, Ironclad was
contacted, but the target he gave them was covered by the overcast.
They went on a recece towards Bltburg when they spotted a concentra-
tion of 20 plus vehicles and others in the Inmediste area near
Wetteldorf, about 5 miles southeast of Prum. Lt. Loeb's flight
destroyed 6 and damaged 4 of them. L. Grace and his element spotted
a halftrack and a couple of trucks which they bombed, destroying
the halftrack with a direct hit and damaging the other two. Straff-
ing the column of the vehlcles, 8 more were destroyed and 12 damag-
ed by the Thunder Bums. "Pappy" Kermedy caught a tank and got some
hits into it. One of Lt. Tullist targets blew up with s large ex-
plosion, The Botal for the squadron on this mission was - 17 vehicles
1l nalftrack, and 1 horsedrawn vehicle destroyed, and 1 tank and 21 :
vehicles damaged. The squadron leadsr called in this target to the
XIX TAC Gontroller and waited in the area until one of the other
squadrons arrived, The light flak was intense, with 4 ‘of the planes

back with battle damage,

HISSIONS # 345....+Target of Opportunity.....

The briefing on the 9th was held at 0700. %hen the pilots entered
the room they saw where the target was located - a railroad bridge
across the Erft River, about 2 miles southeast of Neuss which is
opposite Dusseldorf. The controller was the XXIX TAC. Capt. Henry
vas to lead the mission, Capt. Courtwright gave the latest about
the different armies. he Third was still maintaining the bridge-

héads across the our River. <here was no definite word as to what
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MISSION # 345......Conbinued

was happening In the British and Camadian secbhors. Trying to cut
the rallroad bridge might be part of a plan to isolate the battle-
field, The French and Americans were mopping up i n the Colmer area.
The weather didn't appear to be too good but there was 2 chence of
finding the target areac open ehough to bomb.,

The original take off was postponed until 0930 because of the
engineer construction men putting the finishing touch to part of the
runway. The squadron was alrborne at 0909 and headed out on course.
The weather was worse in the target arez than had been expected. One
of the XIX TAG Controllers cancelled the original mission. They flew
over the area north of Laacher Iake when they saw the town of Neider-
oberweiler which had scattebPed mixed gehicles. All 24 bowmbs were
put into the town, and then they straffed it., After this working over
the town was left smoking and 2 weapons carriers type vehicles were
destroyed. The results of the bombing were probably good. The
planes returned home after this blow.

While em the misslion was being carried out, the scheduled
pilots for a second one were at group for the briefing, However, the
above mission was cancelled and instead the squadron was to contact
the controller when airborne. He was going to direct them. However,
the weather was too bad in the afternoom. At first a weabher recce
was going to be sent oubt but this, too, was cancelled with a release
foliowing shortly. Its. Olson and Brizendine left for England in
X-bar where thd pick-a-back was to be tested, {apt. Kemnedy and Lt.
Petrie 1left for Emgland also, where they were going to ferry back
airplanes Lo our bgse on the continent. In the evening, our sguadron
basketball team conguered the 397th officers in a bournament game
scoring 45 to the opponents 25 points. Those who participated
were S/8gt. Vnook, Sgt. Bennett, S/Sgt. Detert, T/égt. Spigut, Pfe.
Bartley, Cpl..Banks, and Pvt. Castle. This was the third straight
league game won by our men.

HISSION # 346.....ATter Neuss Rallrogd Bridge..s...

A release came in the morning of the 10th until noon. Word came
down from group that Pappy Kemnedy and Louis Hamilton were going to
be returned to the U.S. Capt. Kennedy was in England and didnt't
kmow about it. ’ .

After the noon meal, a briefing was called in for 1345. <the
mission was to be the same one scheduled yesterday, the Neuss rall-
road bridge. Maj. Crisp led the squadron, Back in the squadron, the

najor gathered all the mission pilots® to review the technicalities
of thne mission. <The pilots went ocut to their planes, started engines,
taxied out and took oif. When they arrived in the target area, the
weather was variazble and prevented a good bomb run. The hits did
not incur any damage to either the bridge or the railroad. After
landing the boys went to critigue then supper.
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MISSION # 347.s0as .Napalmlees ..

Fhe morning briefinz on the 11th was for an armed recce and
sweep bowards the Rhine River. The sguadron was to carry the very
fierce burning Naepalm which gave of f terrific temperature and flame.
gcapt. Henry led the mission. 8 alrplanes carried 2 x 500 pounders
each and the other 3 carried the Wapalm under each wing in 108 gal.
tanks. This was the first time since Makg 27, 1944, back in England
when T,t. Col. Perego, then deputy Group Uommander, had led the group
on a mission with incendiary gas tanks going after an ammunition
dump in the forest near compiegne, France, £hat the squadron carried
these banks, bub with ¥apalm this time. When flying in the vicinity
petween Rheinbach and Tuskirchen, they found a factory on which they
dropped the Hepalm, hit and lef% the building burning., They also
dive bombed a railroad and overpass with only possible cubs. The
other general purpose bombs were gimed at vehicles in the vicinity
of Bulzmulheim about 12 miles south of Euskirchen, destroying 3
and damaging 8 more.

Tebruary 12th was a dey of bad weather end a relesse from
operatlons. .5, Louis D. gamilton ITIT departed from the -squadron
en route o the Zone of the interior. :

VISSIONS # 345, 349... ..Working Up North and A Newspaper Mission...

Phe first mission was priefed to go after the Weuss bridge
again on the i%th. Lb. Tullls was leading the squadron on this one
witnh all the planes airborne at 1235. ‘When they approached the
briefed target ares, they found a solid overcast. When the sguadron
ieader believed he was over the approximate vicinity, they drove
down throuzh the clouds novering et 3,000 ft. When bthey broke out
of the overcast they found themselves just east of the Rhine River.
gswo rlighbs bombed a railroad bridge near tangenfeld, northwest of
Meukirchen, dsmaging the approach %o the bridge, and cutting the
doubletrack railroad with their 16 x 500 pounders. The other flight
bombed a factory sboub 2 miles northeast of Dusseldorf with excellent
results, causing a large cottumn of black smoke and cutting & high-
way inbersection before the squadron returned home.

The second mission was 2 4 ship flight, carrying propaganda
ieaflets. The newspapermen Were 1t. Loeb, end his flight. They
took off, set course on theirmission and dropped the barometrically
fused bombs at Trier, Teunaus, Schonecken and wallersheim, then
returned homse.’

FISSION # 380, 51, 52...The Teuss Bridge Azain and An armed RECCEaee

The eanrly morning priefing on February 14th took place ab 0645,
the squadron, ied DY Maj. Crisp, was to 80 after the bridge south
sast of Neuss until it was knocked out. BY 0817 =211 12 ships were
airboene. They arrived over the pridge and dive pombed 1t with 4
hits on each side of the northwestern approach, and the tracks were
cut at each end. The bridge was still standing, however.,

The second mlssion was priefed at 1030. Capt. Henry was

8
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MISSIONS # 350, 51, 52¢seas..Continuedes.coe...

leading, going after the same target. The 24 bombs which the 12 planes
carrisd were akmed et the bridge. On this try they made the rail-
road unusable, and severed the northwestern approach, to the bridge.
Half of the embankment was blown away at the southeastern approach,

The bridge wasn't ‘severed and the boys commented on the very good
construction of it. .

The third and last misslon for the day was an armed recce to be
led by ¥aj. Crisp: TBe squadron was to go on to Bingen then up along
the east bank of the Rhine. Back in the squadron S8-2, S$-3 site, the
pllots hurried to get into their flying sults, got their maps, kits
and scrambled out to their airplanes, When they were in their briefed
area, Ripsaw Controller tried to give the squadron a target, but
when they vectored towards the grid called in, a concentrabtion of 15
vehicles was spotted in the town of Hargesheim. just north of Bad
Kreuznach, Four of these were destroyed by bombing. Debris from
the buildings in the town collapsed on the M/Ts. Lbt. Howle's flight
straffed a 1little to the west of the town and added to the score 5
more vehicles, 5 horse drawn vehicles plus 10 horses and 4 Germans.
when the boys landed they went to critigue and then to supper.

in the evening, a dance was held for the Enlisted Hen In Metz
at the motel De Millet!s gymnasium. The dance was for all units of
the Winth Alr Force in this vicinity. They had a 7 pilece orchestra
and the local girls. Sandwiches were passed out later. The Mebtz
glrls had many and varied opinlons of Jitterbugslng.

MISSION 353...Armed Recces...Hitting Enemy's Rail Transportation...

The briefing at 0645 on the 15th was for a two squadron armed
recce in the Worms-Darmstadt-Germunde-Warzburg area, The 395th was
to lead the mission and Lt. Tullis led our squasiron. The pilots
were told about &he rail movements lately in the briefed area, as
well as the nearby airfields, including Giebelstadt. The ATO gavéd
the latest about Koniev's Torces west of Breslau which were probably
going north to meet Zhukov!s men. He also gave the situation along
the Western Front and the floods north of the dam ares along the
Roer s&ctor, The 80th and 5th Divisions had widened their bridge-
heads across the our River. L

Fog seb in during briefing. The weather held up the originsl
take off. The planes finally took off at 1237. When they were in
the vicinity of Worms, the Controller tried %o gi¥e them a priority
target and as they proceeded to the point called in they came uwpon
the marshalling yard at Ebenburg, south of pad Kreuznach, Six of
the ships bombed about 70 cars, destroying at least 20 cars by
direct hits on the 6 made up trains., A little further north, the B
boys destroyed 15 more cars, and another flight got 15 more by bombing.
Tts. Dixon and Schindling had battle damage to ?helr airplanes sot
they returned early. At first we thought Lt. Dixon was going o
belly land the ship because he had no tail wheel but @e ceme in
wheels down and everything was OK except for = flat tire. Aftber
the squadron had worked over the yards at Bad Munster and Bad K
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SQUADRON HISTORY
HISSIOH # 353ce+.s..Continued.....

Kreuznach, they continued on with the 395th, then home. Ib. Schnedler
was kidded by Frank Xerchner who called him "yréng Way Corrigan'
when he escorted Lt. Dixon to the wrong field twice.

The boys not on the mission worked with Nr. Cotter on "Toss
Bombing". ILbts. Howie and Hunt ferried two planes to Charleroi. The
squadron basketball team played The 597th at the Hotel de KWille,
losing their first game in the tournament, 33-22.

MISSIONS # 354, 355......An Escort and Air ground Effort....

A briefing was held at 0700 on the 16th for an air-ground
effor? in the VIII Corps sector, plus an armed recce. The pilots
were told ebout the 11th Pz Divlsion possibdy moving up towards
Bitburg. They were to watch out for trains in their recce afea, The
ALO related the fact that the waters, north of the dams which the
cermans had blown up, were begirming to recede. The VIIT Corps
was continuing its attacks, which the boys werse going to cooperate
with. When the pilots were back in the aquadron site on the line,
the mission was held up and finally scrubbed. We were standing by
on an escort misslion.

At about 1000, a briefing was called inmediately. When we
srrived at group, we saw the course indicated on the map - base to
Eindhoven (the rendezvous point with a box of B-261s to escort) and
then different legs tona point east of portmund. The 395th and 396th
squadrons had & box of B-26t's each, which were going to bomb in the
vieinity of Unna. When at a certain point from the target for the
mediums, the squadron was to dive bomb flak positions which were
pinpointed for them north of Tnna. After this, they wers to foin up
With the 26's again and escort them outbe. There was very little time
to get set for thé rendezvous time had to be mef met.

¥aj. Crisp had an accident on take off when his wing hit a pole.
He couldn't go on the mission, S0 Tt. "Semmy" Kerchner took over the
lead. Whnen they came to the rendezvous point a little late, there
wepe no B-26's. The squadron proceeded to the briefed area anyhow,
They looked the flak positions over, and then spotted a train near
funem which they bombed, destroying a couple of cers and Lt. Hansents
element destroyed a locomotive just south of Frondenberg and at
least damaged the trestle 1t was on by dive bombing. The locomotive
near Lunem was straffed and déstroyed. The heavies were bombing the
industrial area of the Ruhr whike the squadron was working in “the
aren., They saw Homm and Dortmund getting & plastering., When they
returned home from the mission, the boys congratulated Kerchner on
his excellent navigating. Capt. Benton had come in just as the bgys
walked in from their planes. ie Was going to stay with us for a 1e¥®
days, coming down from IX TAC Combat Ops in & p-51, Capt. Beaton
yas working with gol. Gil Meyers in A-3.

Briefing was called for another mission as the first one landed.
Tt was to be the same one briefed on for close cooperation with the

ground forces.
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1. Tollis led this one. When bthey arrived in the VIII Corps aresa,
they had no targets Irom the controliler. The squadron proceeded on
and came upon a marshalling yard at Densborn, soutihweast of Prum.
There were ebout 150 cars in the yard. They destroyed 30 of them and
damaged about 20. Three fires were started in the bombed yard. The
boys did some excellent pombing here. A4ll the planes Were dovn at 1
181e.

o OperationS...ee.

Rebruary 17th brought a 0900 hours briefing for air-zground
effort with the XIT corps. If the ground controller had no targets
they were to g0 on an armed recce. Tne AT.0 told of reports indicating
that the 11th pz Division was moving up to the Bitburg area, There
wes little chance for take off though. Fog had wet in and there was
a low layer of clouds abovse. Back in the sguadron we waited for
further word on a take off time, but Were released in the afternoon.
Tn the day's mail, Yellow F1ight received & letter from fapt. "Chuck"
Romine, now a sguadron G.0. in the Training Command.

The weather was again doubiful on the 16th. The same cooperation
mission was scheduled with the XIT Corps with an armed recce in the
Trier-Stadtfeld-Cochenr area. The ALO told us of the two Corps Jjump-
ing off %o reduce the bulge which the Germans had in our lines south
of prum in order to get the Jerries to withdraw or be encircled.

This would also help in shortening our own lines. He showed the
particular area The pilots would probably work in, pointing oub check
points and the relztionship between the front and the bombline with
the use of the balopticon. “his was followed with a brief gitrep
on the other fronts. ¥aj. mast told about his meetving one of the
company commanders in the 4th Infantry Division, who sent out tne
patrod wnich had picked up Capt: weLachlen when he had to bail out
1last July 27th during the st. Lo brezkthrough. This infanbry captain
had nothing but praises for the p-47 boys. There was no take off at
211 because of the weather. -

in the evening, a dance was held at the offlcerts club with
American Nurses from nearby, and local debutantes attending. It was
a well organized affair with good music from our own bend, The
enlisted men had another dance at the Hotel de Mille, which was going

o be repeatbed every Sunday.

MISSIOoUS £ 356, 57, 58....Aip-Ground Effort With The XII COTYPSseee

The 1000 otclock pbriefing on the 19th was for 8 ship missions
flying in participation with the ground forces striking at the
Germens in the XYL and VIII Corps sector, AsS an alternate target,
the squadron was glven the ¢p of tne 53rd Gefman Pz Corps at Wiss-
mansdorf. The armed recce area remained the same as formerly briefed.
The pilots were shown the town of Wissmansdori &s they studied some
check points. Capte. Reinthal told them about the definite decrease

in GAF strength opposing the ThirdrArmy.
11
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WISSIONS & 356, 57, 58.s....Continued......

The group received photos of the destruction of the pullay bridge
by the 395th, which had brought comment and commendation, and one
of them was blown up on the screen to show the boys. The ALO con-
tinued with the news from all fronts, Corregidor, the bombing of
Tokyo, and the landings by the Marines on Iwo Jima .

capt. Henry was leading the formation. Back at the sguadron
he held a squadron briefing before meeting the 1145 scheduled take
off, The squadron arrived over the pattle zrea, contacting the
corps and the 80th Infantry, but due ta the weather, they had to
ask XIX TAC controller for a radar controlled mission. The bombs
were dropped neat the Mogelle some distance northeast of Trier.

aj. Crisp led the sécond mission. When the sguadron was in
the briefed area, they were told to proceed to the target at Wiss-
mansdorT. All 16 bombs were dropped on the town, some falling close
to the probable site of the CP, Smoke and dust obscured the target
as they pulled away having the place well hit.

The third mission for the day was led by Lt. Tullis. Their
target was the town of Bettingen on the prum River. After their
bombing, smoke rose to 21,000 ft. All the bombs were laid into the
town and high ground. the squadron then found .a concentration of
vehicles at the edge of the woods just west of Bitburg which they
straffed, zebtting at least 5 to burn. {t. Tullis! airplzne was hit
by the light flek in this area. He had to belly land the plene at
A-97, Luxembourg.

puring the day, some more "Foss Bombing" were flown with
critiques by Mr. Cotter, Capt. Kennedy and Lt. Petrie returned
from England. Capt. Benton went up for a hop in the afternoon. 1In
the evening, our enlisted ments basketball team lost to The AA boys
playing 3 overtime periods and losing 28-29.

MISSIONS 7 359, 60....C0ontinued ‘Goordination with the Ground....

The 20th called for some more close work with the ground forces
of the XII Corps. The sguadron was to ask for btargets when they
were in tne battls area. 4s an alternate target, the boys got the
salmrohr railroad bridge. Tne ATO related the good progress being
made on tne northern and southern flanks of the German bulge into
the lines south of prum. The pilots werse asked to watch for trans-
portation of oil which might be attempied ©o be brought to the
Saarlautern area by the Germans. There was 1little news fpom ?hp
other theatres, Capb. Henry was leading the first mission, with
Gapt. Benton flying his element. The B ships took off and hegded
out on course, The air-ground team were together again and the
80%h Infantry Division smoked an enemy cormsnd post in the towm qr
Julbsch. The results of their dive bombing were excellent, setting
thne ¢P on fire and destroying 6 houses in the immediate vicinity.
gpotting vehldles and tanks to the east of thei; pomb targe?, the
voys went after them straffing and destroying 1% jrucks, 3 tanks,

a van end 6 horse drawn vehicles, and damaged an additional 18 trucks,
3 tanks,

iz
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This was & very eventful mission. Capbt. Henry sel one of tiue tanks
on firewitn his 50!s, He contactes Maj. Crisp over the X/T and
told him where this concenbration of ememy equipment was located.
When they came dovn, they warted to go out again after the stuff.

#aj, Crisp, leading the second mission, came to the vicinity
oi the apove action. Tney found a concentration of tanks and M/Ts
at Oberweis, With excellent bombing, they destroyed 3 of the tanks
and at least 10 vehicles. Finding more vehlcles, in the immediate
in the immediaste area around Oberweis, they straffed and destroyed
25 more and damaged 11. 2 horse drawn carts and 3 gun posivions
were also added. It appeared thet the Germans wers starting to pull
out eastward from that area. i

4 third mission stood by with some of the boys wio had flown
the first mission. Ca2pt. Benton remarked how it reminded him of the
1o1ld days® with the sgquadron, However, the weatner started to sock
in and a release came throush. Lbt. Citro was all set for nis first
operational fiight but hed to wait out another dey. “*he Thunder Bums
sure gave Jerry some hell with the wonderful work done during the
day. It. petrie brought Lt. Tullis back to the base in the AT-6.
Tt. Ohlmmn had to belly in on the runway when & wheel had come off
on take off as he sebt out for the Toss Bombing range.

MISSIONS # 361, 62...Armed RecCe...A nreat Toss - Capt. Weredith W.
i ) ‘ HGDI"S", KIAO..:O..«.

The morning briefing at 0745 on the 2lst was for an armed
recce in the Koblenz-Limburg-Wetzlar-Marburg—Koblenz area/ The
pilots were asked to Jook For rail movement. Captb. gourtwrignt

gave a briefi sitrep on the ground situabtion and after tiie weather
synopsis, the boys left for the squadron site onthe line. t.
mallis was leading this firss mission, and Lt. Citro vas all set
for his Tirst operational flight, The 395th sent 4 of their pilots
over Lo our sguadron where Lt. Tullis briefed them, making it a 16
ship mission. ATber taking off, the sguadron had to head eastward
to get away from the bed weather. Over the general area south and
west of ainz they spotted gquite a bit of rail movement. One £light
bombed a train going north near Dornheim, another got a passenger
train plus its locomobive, the 395th boys dive bombed 2 train west
of Mainz, while the 4th £iight bombed a smell marshelling yard.

The cloud cover over the alternate target - an ammunition dump just
east of Koblenz, was too much to work over.

The second mission was to De the same and led by Cept. Henry.
This was Lb. Sheedy's first operational. gapt. Benton was going to
-et some more flying time on this mission, too. They headed out on

nelr course, geuvbing to the amrunition dump first. All bombs were
within tho btarget area. There Were N0 explosions, slthough they got
4 dirsct hits on the bunkers. From this point they proceeded to a
point northwest of Timburg where they destroyed ¢ vehicles by
straffing and south of Weilburg they worked over some frelght cars.
Ccoming back, they spotted 6 enemy tanks south of Laacner Laks.
Attacking this target, the sguadron destroyed one of them and

PSR}
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damaged the other 5, (gapt. Henry straried and got the tank to burst
into flames, the second time in two days he made a flamer out of &
Jerry tank. A little south of this vicinity, the intense light flak
from the airfieid there got hits on Henry's plane. He immediately
headed for friendly territory, with Hansen, Jones and Benton sticic-
Ing with him, Henry was losing altitude as they heard him say over
the R/T that it was getting too hot for him. He was believed to
have attempted to bail out but the airplane, then at sboutb 5,000 f%.
nosed down With no chute being observed. The plane went down about
¢ miles southeast of Bastogns.

Capt. ¥eredith W. Heary was killed in action! This loss of a
wonderful chap was a great blow to the whole squadron., YWe ell
kept that last spark of hope in us until the next day when Lt. Col.
Perego, Capt. Dick and Lt, Jones went up to the spot reported.
"Hank" was found about 8 ft. from the plane. The AA boys in the
viecinity took kim to Wiltz and from there he was takern to the
cemeteyy at Bastogne where he wass buried with a service by an
Episcopalian Chaplein., The 38bth Fighter Group can point with much
prilde To our Henry. The sparkle that was his spirit in everything
he did burns deep in all our hearts.

MISSIONS # 363, 64, 65,..Maximum Effort Against Enemy Reil...pir-
Ground Effort......

The briefing at 1000 on February 22nd was for a part in the
maximum effort by XiX TAC in cooperation with medium bombers going
after rail targets and bridges to paralyze the enemy'!'s transporta-
tion and communication system. Qur squadron was to fly 2 simultan-
sous missions bombed up, and escorting A-20's and A-26's going
after railroad bridges northeast of Kaiserslaubern. Primarily, the
fighter bomber cover was to lmock out Tlak positions in the target
area but since there was no reported defenses at the targets which
the bombers were going after, the pilots were going to bomb the
bridges after the bombers made their runs. Rendezvous was to be
over the city of [fetz. BHeeh squadron of & ships were all set bo
take off, Haj. Crisp leading one and Lt. Davis the other, when the
times werc postponed one hour. Both formstions of P-47!s made
their rendezvous, HMaj. Crisp's staying with the A-20 and A-261s
going after the 2 bridges about 3 miles northeast of Enkenbach,
Lt. Davis' and Lt. Kerchnerts flights covering those zoing after
the more northerly one.

Majs. Crisp and his eizh?t ships flew along with the bombers to
the briefed targets., ¢(ne zroup of them bombed the very long east
bridge. This one was left with & hole in the center of the span.
Not seeing any atbacking, the boys dive bombed the west bridge
getting a couple oi good hits on the west apprcac h to it with all
other strikes around the structure. A box of bombers then bombed
tThis bridge, too, but both bridges were left standing after it was
all over with a condition of "at least demaged". This mission
stayed with the bombers until oger ¥eitz, then turned off to land
2t the Dbase. o . ’
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The other mission had made their rendezvous but lost their A-
201s and A-251's when bhey got into an overcast. Joining up with
others but thiese were headed past the briefed bridge with their own
escort so the boys turned away and ended up bombing a single track
railrvoad and supply dump at Lambrecht. They cut the railroad in
one place and scored nits on the dunp. Some smoke cene up and the
395tn passing over this spot later saw the smolte still coming up
Trom it. On their way home and flying over this same dump, bthey saw
an inferno with a great déal ol smoke rising. OQur boys must have
put the match to Jerryts dump. Lbs. pavis and Kerchner were notified
about this as soon as we found out.

A oriefing at 1515 was Tfor air-ground coordination in the VIIL
Ccorps area., Lb. Tullis was leading the 12 airplenes which took off
as soon as they were serviced from the previous nission., 7The 80th
inf. Div, smoked banks as a target south of Scheidchen. =ignt planes
bomped and strafied here, destroying 2 tanks, damaging 3 others and
destroying 5 vehicles, too. TLbt. Qox lobbed a direct hit on 2 tanks,
turning one upside down and ths other on its side. The other 4
planes found banks and venic¢les at Holzchen, a town in the same
viecinity. Witn their bombing and straffing they destroyed 3 ammo
vehicles, one btank and damaged 4 more vehicles. This ended the day
when the planes came home from this eventful mission.

Capt. Kennedy many times referred to as the oldest fighter pilot
in the ET0, left us for the Zone of the Interlor in the afternoon.
npappy! was down to see us all before he left as we wished him the
best of luck. His handshake was the tight grip which friendship
alone knows well. This Thunder Bum shall be smong our reminiscenses.
14. philbrick found out about his promotion to ¥irst Lisutenant and

invited the boys over to The club in the evening.

WISSIOHS # 366 %o 3754 Alr-Ground Effort....Lt. Sehindling MTAecess

A% 0745 on February 25rd, all pilots were briefed on the effort
being made by the XII Corps to clean out the Germans from the bulge
they still held into our lines south of Prum, They were to fly 4
ship missions taking off at halfi-hour intervals, flying close co-
ordination with the ground units. Later in the morning we also
fpund out that the First and Ninth Armies had jumped off between
puren and Julgch in an offensive to hit out for the Rhine.

uaj. Orisp led the first mission for the day. The XII Corps
Conbtroller worked with them and markxed the town of Niehl to boumb,
wnich they accomplished, then streffed en ammunition dump and some
vehicles.

The second mission was led by Lt. glazier whose flight was
requested to bomb a2 command post in the north end of Burz. They
also straffed the arez. The next mission was & leaflet one which
1t. Kerchner and his Red Flight flew. The towns to which the
newspapersh were delivered included Kiederzerf, wpranzenheim, and
Trier.
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Lt. Tullis led the 4th flight to the XII Corps. They were
originally asked to go after an ammo dump but since they didntt
see any signs of it, they were ziven 5 tanks west of Burbach, With
6 direct hits, they destroyed a1l of them with 2 of them blowing
up and another left in Tlames. ¥ finish the job they straffed all
tanks,., Tlying a iittle recce, they found some enemy 14/Ts and
destroyed most of themes

1%. Davis and his f1light took off and when they arrived in the
target area, the controller had them “bomb the tovm of Sinspelt after
which they straffed and destroyed a couple of haif tracks and &

tank northwest of the town.
The next rlight, lJed by Lbt. Ohiman and with Lt. winchester on

his Tirst operational mission, found a comcenbration of cemouflaged
vehicles and rid the Germans ofi 13 M/Ts by bombing. A little. east

of the town they found armor and strafied. A tenk was ieft burning
and damaged others. ‘

Tt. Petrie led the next mission. Since the controller they
worked with couldn't mark a target, the £1ight got one from another
squedron working in the aref. 1t was & gun emplacement at Feuer-
scheide TLTbe schindlingts plane started to burn on the left side
of the fuselage which may have been coming from the engine cowlinge
He had to bail out and the chubte was seenl to land about a mile
north of weuerscheid which was enemy territory at the t£ime, south
of Prume.

The 8th mission 1ed py Lbt. Howie, found an ¥/T concentration
east of Wissmannsdorf with the aid of a P-51 recco. They bombed
right inbto the concentration which also included some tanks. A4
fusl dump in & house Was sét on Tire by willle punbar!s straffing
PASSe A%t another nearby spot they caught more tanks and an 88,
destroying 5 tanks some vehicles and the gun.

it. TUlils? fiight flew enother mission, and the controller
divected them To Tecce tne roads west of murlerbach where many tanks
were reported. They f£lew up to the town and found 2 concentration
of about 30 vehicles and tanks. With the bombing of these, they at
1least damaged some ten of them as they were dispersinge. The fiight
remained in the area o0 show our Black Flight just where the place
wes. Vhen Lt. Chlmants £1ight arrived, they found another concenir-
ation in a woods eas vof the town snd bombed it with unobserved bub
pelieved good hits. :

This was the first time since strip#d in yormendy that the
squadron flew 4 ship missions in cooperation with the ground forces
with a total of 10 in the day's operation,w-ith tkhe during which we

schindling ome of Yellow Flight!s grand fellows. .t. gerr
p to Bastogne cemetry and got smonme more details, The¥
apout Capt. Henry's 1ast resting place. They were VEry fond of
eac h other.

MISSIONS # 376 to 392....Continued Work with XTI Corps..e.RDXeee
on the 24th, the same effort was made, A priefing was held
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at 0230 and 103C to include all pilobs. Due to weather conditions,
the first flight didntt take off until 1219. All planes wers
carrying the new 50C pound RDX explosive bombs,

¥aj. Crisp led the first one. After having contacted the 80th
Inf. Div., they were asked to f1y to where one of the P-51 recce
planes had a target. When the flight saw the P-51, the pilot went
down to show them where a concentration of 8 vehicles were on a
road»norﬁheast of Schonecken, ILbt. Soderlund got 2 dircct hits and
the 8 vehicles were destroyed. FPRinding other targets of opportunity
in the near vicidnity, they straffed and destroyed 4 halftrbcks, 4
1/Ts and damaged a couwple of tanks, :

The next £light up was Tt. Davist. The 8Cth Controller directed
them to bomb a possible ¢p at Brechit. The flight put all 8 bombs
in the town, 2 buildings veing set on fire. With the P-47ts ,L,50s
they destroyed 11 vehicles receiving one target from the P-51 in
the area. .

Lt. Glasiers FLIGHT was next up. They were asked to recce the
roads north of Bitburg. Near Hattenheim, they bombed and destroyed
2 tank and a vehicle, On the east side of Xyll River they destroyed’
2 more vehicles.,

The 4th flight for the day, It. Tullis leading, the ground
controller asked them to bomb £ tanks which were in the town of
Oytscheid. The result of their bombing was excellent, Hits were
right in there and they destroyed the 4 tanks. OQub troops were
just out side of the town to the southwest. The cub flying in the
vicinity told the boys that it was "damn good bombing".

Lt. ohlments filght folliowed. fThey bombed a tank and some
vehicles then straffed some more mobor transport, horse-dravn
véhicles, a couple of gas trucks and tanks. ©ILt. Ohlmants airplane
was hit by flak and he had to belly it in northeast of Diekireh
near Larxburg. After putting the airplane down in the friendly
territory, he got out on the wing of his ship and waved to his
flight. Ohlman was back with the sgquadron the next day.

It. Grace:s flight took off at 1512 and headed out to the target
area, Catching & halftrack and a horse-drawn vehicle east of
wettdor, destroying both. after straffing some vehicles they
returned to base with the hour becomingz labe.

The last mission for the day was led by Ib. Howle, Aiter
checkinz 4 tanks in Kulbach with the controller, they did some
excellent bombing, destroying sll 4 of them. OQur troops were seen
in strength at a few places and the ground forces seemed to have
zeroed in on the target they had bombed. This completed quite an
sventful day for the squadron with 7 missions flown in the afternoon.

MISSIONS # 383 %0 390....T0 Work With VIII Corps....

Briefing was held at 0700 on the 25th to work with the VIIIX
gcorps, north of the corps the squadron womked with the last two
days., Capt. Reinthal read a congrabtulatory message by General
vandenberg for the excellent work done by the fighter bombers.
The AT.0 told of the good progress being made up north across the
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HISSIONS # 503 to 390.....Continued....

bridzes between buren and Julichi. A pridgenead was also established
across the Saar River in the vicinity of Saarburg. The former

bulge south of Pruw which the enemy had was consistently being
reduced. The 4 ship missions were to contbinue. The squadron flew

8 missions in cooperation with the ground forces.

The first mission was airborne at ¢910, led by Lt. Tullis. fhe
controller aslied them to recce the roeds northwest ocut of Bitbgrzg.
Accomplishing this they bombed and straffed 2 tanks in a small woods
west of Tiessen, destroying both. They probably destroyed Z more
tanks, definitely got 3 vekicles and damaged £ others in the town
of ®hlenz. 1In the same avea they shot up some more enemy equipment.

Tt. grace's flight was 2nd off. They worked g little further
north and looked over the area 2ast of Schénfeld. Due to cloud
cover in the area tne flight couldn't see a smoke marker which was
being laidé down on a Yzrget. However, they found a supply dump
south of ;fillesheim with 2 vehicles which they destroyed.

vreer. Flight ied by Lt. glazier followed. Receiving a target
from the VIIT Corps Controller they proceeded nobth from the Bitbursg
arez when Lt. Glazier was hit by some lizht flzk. EHe surned to o
horme bub aad to belly the plane in near yompach, on trze west side
of the Ssuer River about 4 miles soutr of Echternach. A Tami
pestroyer Battalion brought bim back to Tuxembours where the C-47
picked him up and flew him back to the base immediately. The rest
of the flicht completed their rission by bonmbing some venicles
and buildings plus straffing the town of Schetd.

waj. Crisp led the next 4 planes. The VIII gorps{ weabther wes
sour. ‘The pilots were told to proceed on an alternate mission.
Hyeading eastward, they found & coneentration of 15 vehicles atb
pettenfeld. The results of the bombing were very zood, Gestroying
8 of them plus a whole block of buildings. They s1so spotted sbout
3 made up btrains south of Murlenbach, calling it in to Lt. Davig!
riight, which was coming up to the area. 1t. Davist flight arylved
snd. bomved, destpoying at least 10 ol tne goods wagons. Lt.'Onlman!s
f1ight was btold to contact T.b. Davis because the weather continued
vad in tne VITI corps sector. The 4 ships bombed one of the ?rains
south of Lurlenbach, setting o divrect hits and cut the »ail at that

oint. .
P The ¥ih mission was led by LE. Howie. After vombing raiiroad
cars south of Daun and a tan¥k and vehicles at liehren, the flight
spotted a great amount of enemy £anlks and vehlcles near rittersdort,
only a couple of miles northwest of Bitburg. They s?rafed 5 of
them and destroyed one, setting it on fire. Lt. Howlie gnd his
wingnen orbited and waited until the Serun squadron ol B planes
arrived in the area to show them where the big bag was locatbed. )

when Maj. Crisp and the 8 P-47's grrived,in ?he viciEify, 4 of

them supplemented friendly artillery fire by bombing the poﬂnnof
Rittersdort which was probably full of quman,equipment, end thie
others bombed 2 tanks near the town. MWej. Crisp strafed a tank
south of Tlessen and set it ablaze. Ltse. jewhart and Dunpar
walked down 2 concentration of 10 vehicles in a woods, destroying
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MISSIONS £ 383 to 390....,.Continued.....

4 and demaging the rest. They caught a halitracik at Bickendorf and
destroyed it. The boys worked with the vhole area over and vwhen
the 597th came into the area, they worked scme other concentrations,
After the sgquadron had completed their misslof of close cooperation
with our ground forces, friendly btanks were ready to 30 into
Rittersdorf and our troops and vehicles were seen moving down from
the hills towards the Rittersdorf aerea from the west. Another fine
example of close cooperation between air and ground! It had bthe
earmarks of some of the work the boys had done coming down through
¥ormandy in front of our troops. The exclitement of tThe pilots as
they came into the 5-2, 5-3 site on the line showed their satis-
faction in iendinz a helping hand to our buddies on the ground
advancing on the Germans.

Farlier during the day, Lts. Kerchner, T,0eb and Cox left in
tne group G-47 for the Riviera on a week'!s operational lsave. Doc
cox went along for the ride., Lt. Ohlman was brought back to the
base and Tlew a mission. Capt. Walter G. Loughary returned to the
squadron Trom his 30 day leave in the U.S. A. The enlisted men
attended the weekly dance at the Metz Hotel De Mille. Jerry Tullis
was assigned as Operabtions officer and found out about his promotion
to Captaine. Lbs. Cox, Hansen, and Waggoner wWere promoted o Lst
Tieuts on the sgme order.

Bad WeatheT....

A1l sguadrons were briefed at the same time in the morning
of the 26%th. The air-ground effors was to be continued. AsS
scheduled, the 396th and 397th were going to work with XII Corps
and the %95th had the VIII Corps. Haj. gast read the previous
days operations by groups. The weather didn't look too good. Haj.
ALG Davis didn't have the latest front lines because the teletype
machine was out but told us that our troops were at least up %o
Rittersdorf., The First and Winth Armies were making good DProgress,
at one point about 15 miles from gologne. Back in the squadron
area, while awaiting a talcee off time, Maj. Davis called down vis
the squawk box that our troops wWere in and 2 kilometers beyond
Rittersdorf. This was Bery good mews, The weather continued bad
and a release finally came in.

on the 27th, we were released until noon., Some combat film
was shown in the pilot's room. Doc's £ilm of different perlods
in the squadrons history was also shown, bringing back many i
memories. A briefing was called in for 1215. The same missions
for cooperation with XII Corps were scheduled. 0apt. gourtwright
visited XIT Corps to see Lamphood and Tolly controllers. They told
him of the ezcellent work our boys had accomplished on the 25th
vwhen they paved the way for the armor and infantry in thelr entry
into Ritbtersdorf. The tovm had been full of German infantry. The
cub flying arvound in the vicinity (the boys kmew him as "By gone®),
had wabehed their accomplishments that day and complimented. The
weather was doubtful and back at the sgquadron & 584 mission was
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Bad wWeather.....Continued....

cglled in. The scheduled pilots went out to the planes, but the
mission was scrubbed as a releass came in.

MISSIONS # 391, 92, 93.:.4441P FOr XIT COTDSevese

The weather was very poor in the morning of the last day of
the month. A lecture to all pilots was held &t the Group Chapel
by a PW interrogator who vidited the Group. In the afternoon, a
briefing was héld at 1400. The same type of 4 ship missions were
to be flown., The low clouds were dissspating add the mission would
be able to take off, Ilaj. East gave the boys the poop and the ALO
related some late Facts about the First Army only 5 miles from
Cologne. The (Canadians and British were doing well up north. In
the XII Corps sector, the 76th Infantry was trying to clean out the
area between its front lines, the ¥yll and Woselle Rivers. The ALO
showed this priority arsa to the pilots with the aid of the balop-
Tican,

gapt. Tullis led the first mission which was airborne at 1514,
The flight worked with the 76th who asked them to bomb the bridge at
Kordel. dost of the bombs Tell in the northern part of the town,
starting a large fire and many buildings destroyed. 4 camouflaged
gun emplacement in front of 2 friendly tanks was raked over. They
saw our troops coming down the main road towards Helenenburg which
aeppeared deserted from the air. The flight stayed in the area
until t. Ohlmen:s Black ¥light arrived, They, too, bombed the
Kordel bridge but didn't hit it. (loud cover prevented a good run,
The third and last flight worked with a dontroiler on the northern
side of the corps who was habing trouble with some enemy tanks near
Sefferweicli. Lt. Glazier and Green Flight found one north of the
town and got a direct hit on 1% by bombing. Nearby they found
another tank and strafed until it was destroged. Two ol the ships
had bombed a supply dump northeast of Steinborn. Crates flew all
over the pdace when the bombs struck. The hour was late and the
ships returned to base.

Tn the evening, the enlisted men and oificers zot a team
together to play basketball against the 371lst. It was a non-
leapgue game played at the same gymnasium the other games were held.
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A botal of 54 missions were flown by the sguadron during
the short month of February. The missions varied from armed
recce, attacking airfields, trying to lmock out & bridge near
Dusseldorf, escort, and atbacking trains in the Rubr industrial
region. They also included a part in the TAC's all out effort
with the mediums in dlsrupting the enemyt!s rail and communication
network. The armies up north jumped ofi in the race to the Rhine
and the Group was part of the participatipng air in helping reduce
the German bulge south of Prum, plus rending close c¢oordination
with air strilkes in front of our troops as they closed up to the
Prum, then the ¥ims and were closing up bto the Xydl River on
their march eastward as the month ended. It meant the loss of
Capt. Meredith W. Henry whose spirit shall always be with us
and also Tt. Richard T. Schindling now MIA while sharing in the

effort, ‘“pappy" Kennedy and Louis Hamilton IIT were trensferred
to the Zone of the Interdor - or the U.S.A. Tne month was very
eventiul as the tempo of the Battle For Germany increases.




