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SECRET
SQUADRON HISTORY
JANUARY 1945
396TH FIGHTER SQUADRON

ORGANIZATION:
Negative,

STRENGTH:

OFTIGERS ENLISTED HEN
Beginming of the month 62 249
Het Increass 3 2
liet decreasé 3 3
Total at ead of period 62 248
Total Officers and Enlisted Men 310

KOVEMENT:

mié advance perty of the unit departed from A-68,
Juvincourt, France on 1 Jan. 1945 and moved to ¥-34, Metbz,
France arriving bhere the same day. All personnel present
at Y=-34 on 11 January 1945.

L0SSES IN ACTION:
Negative.

AVARDS AND DECORATIONS:

In accordance with GO # 291, Hq. Ninth AF, dtd 14
Dec. 1944, the following named officers were awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross (Extract of GO atchd).

capt. David ¢. Parrish

¢ept. Charles J. Kennedy, Jr.

l1st L. paul J. Quilty
BATTLE HONOR

In accordance with GO # 14, Hqg. Ninth Ay, dtd 22 January
1945, the 365th Fighter Growp was clted for outstanding per-
formance of duty in action against the enemy. (Copy of GO a
atchd) :




-

FPen

R

MJ.I'L, g

t':. *j:}t »

vaia O, Boul
serti-Zliabir ) in e
Sarbuin P 1Sl i
SBTeCk «-alnst ensy bents impeting
izd Ti'xf Sltoouch bue waestile tenk
Slen brevaly aseuwbod e s30lo datock any
E‘—.r’ L’I ‘ D,Zvu
snbered | A7

ins lbr tae aiosest broaditline
ta*v sarvice Iroxn Jentuck

T,

Cianltlac J. K3 HIDY,

»OC G0TCL
1544, .ml raiurning Iros An oporatlionud niesica
o3 Ava-“m' Jighbeor comber ;lanzs was ertuantersd ir
stroting Lsern prologsiorsl skill
EY ot Soroade own callant dedsrmindiion b
Iriep”ly ilots, ant suce
Ans sndiher. Zj:. P lnul 13 sortituds
Lo xent tre sXempiary c. tos

Servion Lram T

~

Ang
izd

Y
Ty

L4 *®
iUl S O-{72E
nwoie < C.ilovensnt

en 23 Jme iras s

wadl: parblcipating

CTure, Drince, in .,u“ort of pllied zround rorces. sn
icidlly suparior fspem,,l aircraft;
L c.l wroficiency i Trivin,

'1 JI’OE wes abbackzd oy numsr
SR MR ER LIS NS o
ar Jor uls elemecnt lzader. Iy tie
les'tf‘c:;,i ont o, bz nosulle planazs; ads
creping with tuz Wi nest traditicons

bt cuuzetts,

N getry

Sy

S LZ3as

2 .;e"x't, witer tae provicions o
\ i &y WD, 12 .,o», Ll in sccurdancs w1t

VAN

nie; _Lli._;nt “»‘J;Ltn oo‘c;taading 4o, TESSIVEN2HE Ll
the zdvencs o1
clr,nr.rl,, ecnccaled &

C-~£05655, First
and outstanding achlevement in the zuropsan

SV
CaaY e"rp—' =3 uis men in repsrtid

i oot 'rJ"
anc inbrepidity as
Wonest breciticns or the lrmy

<aLi¥, 0-U73842, drst Lioatensnt, o5, $2Eth
in eorizl 2lignt in
W s piloted & P27 tyne aireralt on an

u_;I '.‘L, o

R

e el Glaoas @

3
Bz .
autaoriyy

wisraal tee DISTT

nier ror norolsm
sretions on 10 Ssptomber
zeriul preiinisncy
sur srmored colwmns toverd T
dispersed
suiceedsd in aerstnelly Jostroyir

“rourn,
welil

EN NN

of bile Tnited stetes.

ereing tue bulines vo retroate Lis cuure.? and lvilliand coxist skill

ieufenant 25, So5th pigider Jroup.
vhasabsr of Cﬁ‘ aticns on BC oholsr
cargstein, germany, & lerze foren
wluse support o

St
garman infeniry. pemonr-—
sttbecks on The

Ped S"V—’I'r»l ;.c\t»,l.. planzg to breck ofl

ing on2 &nt

© taz cremy edvoreft end
am;.lj-' camorsherhad In

JAr seore=s. ntsred milibaey

rightsr Jromp. gor
Juropstkn neeter of {perebion
recornaissance mission in
A revbe to tne homs base
It JUILTY displayed oub—

R tne smeny abtacks and provid—
;.udw cﬁ,y an? rorecefulress of his tachbics
Lrillient czrial rorformenes on thds :
oi" the .rmed sorces ol the Unibtzd states.

the

ausrisl




o weeenbar 1844, conl

g e LR
il Wdao o

SE2 LGl

7 Auies, 2o J{;ﬁa e
b il °

Pt oty -

r ! .
P S S )

13t 11z e, 5.0,




NINTH AIR FRCE

£PO 696, U S Army
22 Janvary 1945

GENERAL CRDERS)
3
NISER 14)

1. Under the provisions of Section 1Y, Clrcular Number 333, wp, 1943, the
following named units of the Ninkh Air Force are cited for outstanding performance
of duty in action againsgt the enemye The citation reads ag follows;

3 * 3* * *

_ WThe 368th pighter group. For outs

against the enemy on 3 i

i ground forces inity of Monse In the face of
& withering barrage of antiaircraft and small arms fire s flights of the 368th Fighter
group bombed and strarfed eneny tergets. The group destroyed 262 motor transport and
dam3ged 30 moree In addition, 230 horsge-dram vehicleg
undetermined number of enenmy i

>

the advance of the ground forcess To accomplish their agsigned task, eighty-three
P~47 aircraft were dispatched on seven misgions to strike a devastating blow in dig-
rupting and battering the German defenses, The victorious exploits of the pilots of
the 368th Fighter group who struck a staggering blow to the enemy's supply of armored
vehicies and motor transport, exemplify that leadership, teamwork and flying skill
which is in keeping with the highest traditions of the s8rvice ¢t

* * % 3
By comaand of ¥ajor General VANDENBERG;
W W MILIARD
Colonel, GSC
C of 35
OFFICIALg
s/ C. ¥, Seebach
C ¥ SEEBACH
Colonel, AGD
Adjutani General
A TRUE EXTRACT COPYj
)
[ETUYINY 59&&5,

MURRAY B, THALER,
1st Lieut., A¢C.
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PERSONNEL CHANGES:

1. 1In accordence with par. 4, S0 #1, Hq 368th Ftr. Gp, dtd
1 Jan. 1945, 6 of our Enlisted Men were promoted {Copy extract
of S0 atehd).

On 10 Jan. pPvt. Ronald E. Frazier was transferred to 460th
Alr Service Sgdn.

Lt. Phillip D. Boose was trnsfd to 10th Photo Gp Rbn on the
13th .

on the 14th we learned that lst pt. Grover Y. Greenets
st atus changed from MIA to POW as of 27 July 1944,

2nd Lits. Frank F, gltro and Robert‘s.'winchester were the £
new pilots asgd to the sq. on 19 Jan.

2nd Lts. Stephen I, Halpin and Charles E. LeGrand wer
trmsfd to the 397th FPir. Sqgdn on the 20th. ‘

on 24 jan, T/Sgt. Ernest E. Gibson was reasgd to the sgdn.

2nd 1Lt. Robert D. Sheedy, & pillot, was asgd to the sgdn and
Sgt. EKarlton C. Brinson was trnsfd to the hosp. on 26th Jan,

Sgb. Richard ¢. price was trmsfd to the hosp. and pfe
Rudolph Gnatt was asgd o the sqdn on the 27 Jan.
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SeUaonol HISFoay

LISSICHG 7 312, 313......Avned ReCQ8.... 4" Partr Leaves For -4
mﬁtg. L

The new Year opensd with a O/®% houvs Lrisfin: for the scuadron.
4n arwe  recce was to be performed|in the Trisr, Prum, .ittlich area.
sapt. sSaer was to lead the s¢radron., fhs 410 told us abowt ths local
activity vy the Tuird Army with no|spestacular galns, he 2ls0 ex-
plained the corps arsas of the army on tne southern flank of the
salient. aftsr all the information was siven, the pilots wsent -ver
to tre s¢iadroa arsa to await tadg+ols, weanwhile , HH Party left
for our asv base at ¥Y-34, ..etz.

ihe scoadron coztactesl tne conbrollar “ho i:xed buem to invesh-
igate 2 .e-103's o: the air strip s0.8h of srier. fney procesdad to
the vicinity out saw ao enem; aircpaft. Flying over thie irier area,
they spotteid tne marsnallin, yard Just aortn: of tomm and bombed it
wivh very ,ood rasuibts. 15-20 card and one locomotive wers destroys 4
started a fire in the .aris aund =09 & roundhouse too. Tnsy then went
on an usevsentfizl recce along ths sourse uriefed before nheadin.: for
honte .

The second mission for the day) was criafed at =100, with Tapt.
denry leadin .. It was for .the sane type mission, and first o.era-
tional one for it. Le :rand. The planes wers 2irborne at 1.205 and
a2eaded out to the area. rhe scuasron found three different targets,
Une was a small sarshallin. yard aear serolstein, sone tanks inthe
same vieinity where tney had Tound Boe.w yosbarda,, and railroad
tracks aear irier. 4. ulson reporped an eneay radic station near
jdelfangen or Prierweiler, Durin,, iue afternocn, we were notifiesd
not to gend any wors sguipment to y-34 Ffar ene.:y planes had attacked
2:d straffed airplaces already on the field. The szdvance party was
goin  to remain there, but there wals a temporary noldup wunsil more
definite inforuation could be Siven, Lt. Ohlian retnrned from T3
with the 7hird irmore: Division.

2

ILSI0H B14.....04....Armed Kecce

ajor Jrisp wz2s to lead the scladron on % e mission for ths

s-cond OI January. ‘he saue area way to be reconnoitersd. Japt.
usinthal tuld tue assemoled pilots about the resylbs of the straffing
at r-<4 and losses to friendly and ¢1eu¥ planes. The 4L0 told the
latest aews with oot faw chan,es, Ine .ermans seemed Lo ve o. the
islsnsive. .sac4£ at the sgeadron, the ori_inal takeofr was post-

poned for a little while. it. .erchier was srdin; ned Fii_ht as

rey tasied out after ettin  the cg4ll for takeofr, <fEer remainin ;
n tae wriefed for alittle more taan an hour, the sguadron spotted

‘rains nsar wordel and boubed witd excellent results. wa jor Srisp
ud his £1i.nt bonved a 20 car train wibc the cars exptoding down
Btz line. It wisht have been an ammiunition train. Lt. fLerchner and

is fli ht ot six direct hits on arotrer train, wtile ILt. Petriels
1i bt smacked two cotiners. 211 t:-is |vas depriving Jerry of much
nsedsd transportation aud ammo,
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SGUADROH 4ISTORY
MISSIOH 7 315.....Hecce, Then 70 Land Ab Yeo32¢.....

fhere were no operations on quuxahy Sré. It rained practically
all day. A couple &f trucks with ecuipment left for Mebtz. word
came turouh that the planes would land at lebtz from the next mission
to be flown. A bombline chanze came in showine a possible posket
around the ensay in his salient and the wedze was. shoriess®., The
aext day brousht snow and rain., she planes wsrontt soings to fale off
this day. 3ome pilots, uen, and e¢uipuent left for 7-34 at nconbiwme.
The sc¢uadron asss was feseding all of the sroup which had remained.

At ths morning briefing on the 5th, the sgnadron was told of
the recce area which was south of where they had flown previounsly.
Liaj., Jrisp led ths scuadron which took off at 1100 wnen the scwud had
cleared enoush to allow take-off and work in the bar_et area. This
was LE, nwunt's first operational mission. They didn't ses vepy much
in tas brisfed area. The squadron contacted Turpentine who wanted
a coupls of brid.'es looked at dbut the cloud coverage prevented ob-
ssrvation. Thney procesded to loo¥ the briefed area over aad found
5 made-up tralins, which were called in, 7They then bombed but with
poor resulbs becauss of a high northeast wind and also because P-51'Ts
bounced them. From this mission, the seuadron landed at ¥-34, our
new copsrational base.

As soon as the planes had taken off on the above mission, mors
men and egnipment left A-53 for i-34. Capb. Hsssler resmained behind
to take care of the details there, just as had been done oa our
previocus wmoves, By evening, most of the sguadron was set up at thne
new base,

«see.32d deather Interferes Jith Opsrations.,...

Bad weatner setv in on the 6th with no briefings held., All
sgnadron departments were rsady to operate with wmos:t of the equip=-
ment set up. The next day continued with a low overcast and no fly-
ing. The sectlons continued to straighten up as some eqguipment
arrived witn the trucks coming in from Juvincourt. ost of the cooks
arrived in the evenling., On January 8%h, a briefing was held at 0915
for an armed recce in ths Jitbury, Daun, Trier area with Capt. Henry
to lead. An alternate barget was the osindorf /P park. After Haj.
Bast zave the nscessary information about the mission, waj. Davis
told us abont the ¥irst Army's drive southward to narrow the gap
Torced by the :ermans, a brief sitrep along the fronts and the ach-
ivity opposite the Seventh Army in the Strasbourg arsa. Capt. Henry
gave the squadron the technical details of how the mission would be
flown., Y“Spike" uilt, gave us the combat ops flash of holding wup
the take-ofr because of the weather. Back at the squadron, we had
been released until 1300 and then for the rest of the day. Snow came
again and continued throushout most of the day. Towards evening,
Capt. Kennedy taxied out to the runway to blow bhe snow off.

Tne 9th was anotner day of ocad weather, with a2 stand-by in case
a briefinz was called in. A release came in at 1200, then for the
rest of the day. It was a very uneventful day. The weather prevent-
ed any flyin; whatsoever.

. “‘Eﬁ"gi‘.;é;‘jg"
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“he weather became better on thse 10th. There was no acbiviby
in the mornin;. A briefing was :alled for 1300, It was the saue
arsa to be flown, zitbur:, Daun, Trier with tue :injorf m/é park as
an aliternate tar;st. At froup we were told that as a nrimary xission
hefore ;oin., on the recce, tne sauadroa was to contact axa Corps,.

Phe ALQ remarked of the pogsibllity oi the enemy moving out of the
pocket and reianiorce down south in ths 3aarburg area where they
might sry to penetrats our lines. They had been building bridge
south of Trier along thns Saar river. Pailfull might have targets,
but if not, they were to zo on the brisfed armed reccs.

sack from gsrcup, the pilobts were all set and went out Lo startg
the engines. Capb. 3aer was to lead. Flyin, out on conrss, FPail-
full told them that he had no targets. Lt. Jox's airplane was hit
by flak and had to return hous with Lt. Howie as escort after drop-
pin; their bombs on oseibingen. The rest of the sguadron found a 3 X
9gmn cun emplacement at the town of uUsdoy wita no hits. Later, they
tound aboubt 10 trucks aad destroyed 8 of them southeast of wittlich.

d0 Operations - opad «4eatnsr....

Janunary 1llth brought a 0900 hours bristing for the same recce
area. ‘‘he weather wasn't oo good, which caused a stand-by on take-
ofi. ‘The AL® zave the latest about the _round situation with the
news of the confirmation of Allied landing s on Luzon in the Phili-
poines. There was no flying throushout the day. Capb. ressler
arrived at the base makin: the whole unib present at ¥Y-5%4. Thers
was an overcast in the morning of the 12th. At about 1245, sz briefing
was called for 1330. The mission pilobs were notified and rode up
to yuroup. The same area was to be flown as armed recce. The enemy
was pulling out of the pocket as the First and Third Armiss Wers
trying to cub them off. There was still the possibility of their
trying to wet men and equipment south. pack at the sguadron, the
original take-oft was postponsd and a 15 minute alert was in forcs.
The planes didn'b take-ofi at all as the day ended.

v I33Tuds # 31%, 318, 3lv.....Armed fecce and Leaflets.......

in 0715 hounrs briefing was held on the 13th. Fhe same recce
ares was scheduled for the saquadron. mgj. Jrisp was to lead on this
mission. The pilots had _one out to their planes bub came back fo
Operations because of the bad visivility. A later ghone call over
the hot line made it a 0900 hours takedoff. The major's "mags"
werentt functionin,; correctly and he cou.dn't take-off. Gapt.,
fyerson took over the lead of the squadron and set course for 3itburg.
In the Hordel arsa, they found soms vehicles, bombed and destroyed
2 of them. Lt. serchner, leading sed ¥Flipht took his 4 ships down
to bomb a small marshalling yard nearby, with a direct hit in the
center of one train. Flying to the other side of the iioselle River,
north of Trier, they found some more vehicles and sbtraffed them. It
was on this mission that Lt. soss! airplane was hit by flak on his
dive bombing run, getting an-oil leak and part of his cowhpy.

E ,"‘5", w7 g
]
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«Io3Tudd - 31, 318, 3ld..ieo.{Continped)e.... ...

de had to return witn an opén cockpit te see where he was flyin;,

«hen he came into the 3-2, 5-3 sibe, Soss!? figure hasd o0il all over

it. Loc treated his eyes to make sure there was nothin: in them.
vept. saer led tie 4 ship "newspaper” mission to the :erman

salient area. sSecause of the weather, the planes had to be controlleg

to the 4 points. It was very uu:sventinl,

Tne second recce mission for the day was brisfed at 1000 hours.
Japt. Henry was to lsad. the boys were told of tre sood progrsss
being made in the Ardennes ssctor and where possible serman movemeant
misht be found. On ths recce, £ planes bombed Bitburg and others
bombed the town of Iindorf. Near Jindort, they fomnd 10 trucks,
destroyed 5 and damaged the other 5. Looking over the iindcrr i/
park, it appearsd to be inactive. it. Olsod's flight saw a suspicious
locking P-4't and reported it.

RISSICNS 7 320, 21, 22, 23.....4Armed Hecce angd Alert Flizhts....

. The same reconnaissancs was to be flown on Janvary 14th, The
first mission was briefed =% 0300 bours. The alternate target was
the ammunition duap south of irier. waj. Urisp was to lead. The
ALD zave his swamary of the situation as hs spoke of ths First Army's
push southward in the northwest corner of the pocket, agueszing
the enemy. The planes were uy by 1020 hours. They didn't see much,
while searching the osrisfed area, Jdear Reinsfsld they spotted a
supply dwmp and bombed it with only a couple of direct hits. 3ome
barracks were found a few miles gast of xeinsfeld and were straffed
by Maj. Crisp and his flight before setting course for homs.

The air alert Tli.ht was led oy Capt. Xennedy in the morning.
fhe controller tried to vector the 14 ships to bandits but none were
seen. Tney also flew to the Sastogne area, where activity seemed
to be nil. Flying back to the base, they flew uneventful short
intercepts. This made 1, Campbell operational,

The second recce mission was briefed and ready to take-off in
the afternocon with vapt. daer leading., Four shins wére to carry
leaflets to the pocket area., Phis mission wonld have been the first
op2racional missionfor it, duff,*but Lt. Olson's tacometer was out,
preventing take-off as his wingman. The squadron was on course oub
to the first point when the controller called in bandits., All the
pamphlets were dropped near the first "newspapep! point.
jettisoned bomos unarmed while g couple of the boys tried to bomb a
bridge over the lioselle, but no hits, Ihe rest of the mission waw
flown uneventfylly. The second air alert flight had baken off. mean-

while and flew anothsr unevenful alert with Lt., Petrie leading the
Planes, word came throygh officially that Lt. Jvover Y. Greene
vwas a POd as of the 2%th dJuly 1g44,
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sad westher sets in d,41l0. 000 c0apts. Sasr, usty and nyerson Lsave..,
sapb. mered tn . 28Ty Cur uWew (peration
VI iCere.ee,.

there would have been a VuBU briei'in; on the l'ith, tut because
of bad weather sebiin: in, it was callsd ofr. A relezse cane in
wntll 1390 and for the rest of the day later. fns Tinishin; touthe:
#8rs put on in toae pilot's room and ik was almost resdy for uss
down at ths liae, -

Lo operations wers scheduled for the next day. Ihe mission
#ould have bLeen close surport with a rscce areaz, at 1ad0 a reeting
w2 - hsld in the ;rou: opriefing room for g1l Stuadron $0!'s, operati n
6fficers, fli nht leaders, and 3-21s. Laj. Davis gave the situation
on the Jround znd t.e rsason for tha meetins. He had been up to ala
45 and told us of tne Jrive which was goln; on. Our roup had been
assigned %o supgort ths 4th iafnatry wivision of ths .17 Jorps. The
drise was to wips out t.s eutuiy salient and to restore tne former
line. He save the whole bicture, order of 0attle, objectieas and the
boundaries. The battlefisld was wOin, to be lsolated, The drive
“a- already on, havin_ Jumnped off in the early hours of the mornin ;.
‘he major continued with the obt.sr Gividions taking part. it. Col.
Pers;o tnen spoke to the assembly sbout the meeting he had at AIX
PAC with all the POup commanders, a.d :iensral vandenbergls c¢o.ment
regarding bths very good work done by tne Ninth at the time of thse
jerman trsasbturonen and the continued sood efforts made by all, The
rest of the day was uneventiyl. sapt. mhenry bscame our new operations
offiger. ine orders hail coms in for Sapts. =aer, 0stuw and Ryerson,
who were to leave early the next mornin. . Late in the afternoon, the
sguadron was assi_ned 2 new pllots, 2nd uts. Frank 3. Clitro and

Aobert 5. winchester.
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o

Jon-operational waatiher arrived iu the morning of tne lotn. o
Japts. oaer, usbuw and aysrson Wers wisped a ver; nicse 1 ave before
they sat out for faris on their first lsy for hone. o0, deyland
arris=3 to desor .te tue  roup pilots and enlisted msn. AL 1015, the
recepients wereall linsd sp in 4 ranks ab the Cfficer's U1 b. Jur
3ilots ahno paoaived thoelr oWits wers Jagbs deanedy, its. Tavis,

Familton, -.ercuner, <oeb, retrie and G db,. fons wen Who were
aswaried the croize sbar .edals were o/s5_ts. carknsss, horris, fother
and «#abrin. Lts. Jonnson and toef were awarded ths Purple deart.

A4 briefin; was called in ror 1zld. It was a froup briefing but
tne missions were to be individual sgnalrons. W.ey were To contact
Crzan and et pessiocle targets. vbaner divislons mi*ht request
support also. The reccs area included .eusrborg, 5t. ¥ith, adenau,
and L:hternach. Jhe ald _ave tne situzbion a- he nad done at yes-
serday!s mesbing. w»aj. orisp led the sguadrons as btuey set coursse
for the mission. sArriving ia the vicinity of the «th Infl, Div, &ke
confroller was coataszted, but he had o tar 8ts so, they conbinuved
on the nriefsd armed resce., <+Tne weatner was yretty .iuch overcast
in the area with occaisional oreaks. They saw a very lon. train at
Lauterachen and imwediately #ent Jown to dige oomo it. rfhe ooys ot
4 dirsect hits and sany near wisses., wXplosions awnd 2 fires wsere seen
in the town n8aroy. wueld Tes pilots retwrusd, tuey remarged that 1%
was the lon_.sst traian tesy had ever sesu.

30mB 0P8 3N0Tesessoi0 Uperations.e...

Jannary 20th was a very uneveantful day. + snowed for the meet
part of the day. Lbs. ie-rand and Halpin were fransf.rred to the

Barth Fishter Scwgdron, In the arternocon, 2 of the Ripsaw Controllers

lectured “to the pilots on what the: covld zrd conldii't do, witn the
sets bthey were using, to aid the missions. 4 briefin; was held at
0330 on the 21lst fur support of the 4th Inf. Div. and a new recce
area wetween vianden, wittlien, and Irier. [Ihs 4%h had advanced
some since its last location. The jermans sesmed to ~e concentratin-T
forcss in the viandsn area. ‘Phere were no other major chanjzes along
the «e-tern Front. <he ALO told us oi the conbtinued pro;ress the
fussian: were making west of warsaw and in their southern sector.
“here was some doabit abouh the weather becauss of tns scud coming in
and the snow in ths tar. et area. sack in the scpadroa, the take off
was delayed and tne snow came again, #his continued with a relsase
comin, in for tThe day.

EIS3I0NS ;7 552, Ab, 84.,.4 Field Day...lhunder sums Tesbroy 124 and
vamna,ce 8% znemy JYehicles......
Iriefin; was held at 0340 on the 2end. The same recce arsa was
l nned and air cooperation with the 4th Infantry LDivision. Capt.
_denry was to lead bthe sguadroats first miss. .ca for the day. The
orlulnal tase off was postponed and the 12 bombed up planss were
airborus 2t 11d3. «hila tae vu.js werse oun in the tar_et area,
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PRLL) S i a2 5= 0L 2nl tueld gz ths
found aad was . a2 ".sllyva lou or derry
soderiand naj 54 Sti2 e2rliar hecause of
famaze Lo his sians gy 5 #0sn the rost of the o
and caqge inte £ ; B @311din -, we lsarned of ths s
rabtrabion of isr g Ricles Grsin to st owb of tve
2. nant’ of tns Fi LN, at north of .ianden on hakh

Tna e Liver, Jagb mar-ed trnt b way the 3t
2 had ever hzen o er2 Wars . /Ps all owar Eha rlasse
valleys, alon: ¢1iff roads, aad on £0y ©i the mowabtains in bhe
b Moacwy! Lerennsr cawe ia snonbin_ e hadn't ssen so many venic las
Sunpsr 0 bauper since the Walsiso Ias3 or Shz dArive up towaris .ons.
Yue conceatration he saw sa8ily apgroashnsd the 1000 mark. .ediums
Were in tue vieilaity abt t e saqe tine. some went afbepa- mocks”
out a road crid,s over the Gar siver 2ast of .oloorn, which sbymied
braffie across it, helsin - the fi htser bosbers taks cave of th:
ernem; 'z Traasportation. It was =2 very frnitful wmizsion, sapt.
ienry's fli nt accounted ror 10 w/is Uy vombin the bashur: roads.
A P-51 recce pulled up to L. Losbls fiisnt, rociksd his wings and
tasn led chem to a2 co.centrabion of motor branzports by diving down
of the Sarzet. They dive bouwbed fuwuediately and destroresd 15 more
L/3s.  Lb. verchaer a. 1 his fli_ it iestroyed 15 more by somdin , and
one Hair, too. .Lhere wers all sorts of venicles, armore? cars, tants
and ../is Gowin. -wns.  Altnougn the light 1lak was intensz, ihe hoys -
strafied and added 30 .aors destroyed vevicles to ths total anj
damaging SO ctnsrs. The tally - %0 destroyed, ¢ day

fhe ata Infantry wasntt on the air byt .I1 Jorps
to contact tre S.Sth which was also in kne barget area., +h
was doing a fine job, Loo. Lk, Dixon's plane was nit and ne lhad
to belly it in southeast of LaXemoour:s. Dixon was alrig.t anl uas
back 7ith the scuadron in ths sveniaz, havin. beesn flown %0 tne base
by a cub from A-Yv nsanp LuyXembour..

<he alert fliut was flown by Lts. Llson and infr. It was very
uneventful. JThe second aramed recce amnd air-yround cooperation
nission was oriefed at 1315, .aj. orisp to iead. “he roads which
the :srmans mi ht oe usia; as withdrawal routes ware gointed oub on
the map. FThe 110 told of tha rressure Lein  <xarked on Yo, Handstedtt 3
Torces from the aorth and soutl: of the Locset. hove wers no ma jor
chanzes alon: thy lixs,

¥ 1455, the scuadron was over eaemy territory. Lhney contiched
the coacroller who-told thew to .0 to the vicinity or sisenusch wherse
they could ook Iror tine eneny vehleles. ' #lyin: to the called in areq
Sshey spotted .. /frs. ~aj. Jrisp!s ©li nt dive bombed 2 concentration
or 35 vehicles ineluding iwel trucus, witn sxcellent results. This
was souba of shere the Soys had worsed in koo morning. 4 total of
30 were destroy:i, 20 of which burned and were exploding, and the 5
Bikank others wersa dasa_ed. it. wrace had taken over the flizht when
Lt. Iullis rebturned to -ase eariy. asis f1i_ht fouynd 10 others w/Ds
on the easb side of the Oyr uiver. sombin . wit: axecellent resulis,
they destroyed tnem. l¢ nore vehicles weps straffed and destpoyed
and 12 wore dama.ei, aakin_, toe total for the mission 54 w/Ps destroyed

Lt damaed. .
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't was a very sveatfol day lor tac Jhunder Sum Sguairo..
obal for the day was lue .. /¥s destroyei, (v laua ad,
were caup hi and aa:yered awvay ab.

wL30Tdn § 385..... .00 terman Jshinles Sestroyed, 32 - I4...

rne sgualdron was rirst to W bristed at 0WdD on January £8nad.
sapt. nenry was leadiu_ ke syuadroa on toe same pype o. mission.
Fne 2.0 jave his sitrep of tue yrevious day's advances by the ath and
5t Infantry wivisions. ne didn't have $00 much news a.ous the
sector wners the bows hal found the juicy tar ets. dnen they arrived
in the tar.,et area, Urzan controllsr asied thsi to recce the yianden
arsa. rhey complied aad Japt. henry regorted the inactivity around
there. The; wers lookin_, ovsr a jood brid:e south of the town when
a ?-51 zalled in over the /¥ telling the sguadron aboub a concen-
tration of vehicles. ITney flew %o the viciaity of the srid co-
ordinate, where the P-51 went down and straifed to show tne suadron
tae exactt location of the vehicles wnicn were east of =isenvacn, on
the other side of the river, <“Thers were about 50 w/Fs of which they
destroyed lo and damaged 4 by bouciag and tuen destroyed lo mors by
straffing, plus 10 mnors damajed. Ihis credited the scuadron with 32
vi/fs destroyed and la danmaged for the day's work. They also spotted
some movia, venicles oln. ezst. wapbt. uenry spobted a oridgse just
north of the one which was docbed out yesterday and it appearsd to be
in use. sde called this in to the ~Ii Corpss controller. ne flak
seemed to be concentrated in a Delit between Lasburg and =isenbach,
and four of the sguadroals airplanes had to zo to the service team
for repairs rrom the battle damage incurred,

A second brisfing was held, out this mission's take-off was
prevented due to the weather. Jnow came and with it a release
for the rest of the day.

IISSICN # 336....M0r¢ Vehicles Poundedecee.e

The Vianden-Wittlich-Trier recce area end joint air-ground
effort with the 4th Infantry was again scheduled on the 24th. The
mission pilots were at the group brisfing at 0915. wMaj. Rast's
opening remarks were that the Russians were reported 15 miles from
Breslau, He gave them the pertinent facts, Lt. Ramsey gave his
weather synopsls, then the ALO gave the situation along the Western
Front., The first and Third srmies continmudd to shorten theilr lines.
our troops were cleaning up St. Vith and he continued with a brief
sumnary of where our lines had been prbdor to the enemy breakthrough,
as compared to the restoration which hed been accomplished. The
weather was very bad in the morning but better conditions came in the
afternoon. Maj..was to lead the squadron.

ATter walting around at operations for & take-off to be called
in, it came in for 1430, The pilots went out to their ships and got
set for the mlssion. When they arrived in the controller's ares,
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organ told the squadron that a recce plane had a priority target for
them. After getting the coordinates and flying to the area, the
sguadron found a concentration of close to 75 vehicles at a different
point about a mile northeast of Brendscheid. Dive bombing, they
accounted for 20 more M/Ts destroyed. A fuel dump nearby must have
been hit Tor a large fire with bleck smoke and orange flames billlowed
up. Flying south towards the recce area, 2 large ven was raked with
the .50s8. ILt. Strickland had to return early, but landedat A-69,
ja0on, one of our Tormer basés in France. When the boys came down from
the mission, they went to the critlque and then to supper.

4 0730 briefing was held January 25th for continued joint air-
ground operations with the infantry. There was a bad haze with very
little visibility. Snow came with no take off scheduled. During the
day, the combat Pilm of Dec. 23rdts air battles were shown dowm at
the §-2, S-3 building. Capt. Henry got some of the men oved from the
line to see it, too. The film was shown in the afternoon again with

Lt. Gol., Persgo and Lt. "Spike" guilty coming over, to see the ex~
cellent shots of the Jerry planses going down, and being chased by
our boys. There was no flying at all as the day ended. Lts. Nevnart
and Glazler flew back to our base from peris where they had attended
ntposs Bombing!" lectures. :

MISSIiCN # 337....A Bridge Is Enocked out....Notification of ©nit
citstion.eceses

It snowel all morning on the 26th. 411 the squadrons were
briefed at 1030 for btactical air effort in cooperation with the 4th
infantry pivision. The weather man predicted clearing skies in the
afternoon with good snough weather in the target area to run & misslon.
There was no definite take off for the separate squadrons because of
ithe need for clearing the runway ahd sweating out the timge for the
better weather. The ALO mentioned the continued Russian adbances with
their troops reported about 124 miles from Berlin. He gave the latest
of the situation along our own fyront before the pilots left for the
mess hall. ~

After chow, the mission pilots awaited & call for the take off
time/ I t came in for a 1430 take off, Lt. Tullis leading the squad-
roni. He had gathered hls pilots together in front of one of the S-2
maps just to review the mission before going out to the plenes. When
they arrived over the briefed area, the low overcast prevented work-
ing with ary of the controllers. The squadron then proceeded east-
werd and bombed & bridge over the Moselle about 8 miles soubtheast of
wittlich., When they returned to the base, they didn't think the
bridge was knocked out, but when one of the other sguadrons returned
they reported that they were in the same vicinity when our squadron
had bombed and that our pilots had put the bridges into the wated.

whide the mission waw stlll up, Group g-2 called on the hot line
to notify us that we had been awarded a Battle Honor for a Tnlt
citation for the sxcellent work done by the Group on the mission ex-
ecuted P September 1944, when the Germans were caught trying to pukl
out from the vicinity of Hons, destroying 492 enemy ¥/Ts and horse
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dravm vehicles, and damaging 30 more vehicles. This was & great blow
to the enemy which the day‘'s misaions asccomplished.

Tn the afternoon, a new pilot arrived to join the squadron -
ond Tt. Robert D. sheedy.

HMISSIONS # 338, 33%ecssse +Armed ROCCEacrseces

Smow was the major factor during the 27th. There were no
operations and the release ceme in the afternoon. 1In the morning,
the first ground officers and enlisted men were glven p@sses for 40
hours to paris. Each squadron ¥as authorized 1 officer and 1
enlisted man to $ake the trip. The bad weather continued on the 28th
with no operations.

Briefing was at 0700 on the 29th. The opening remarks déalt
with the congrabulatory TWY message from Genersl H.H, Arnold for the
achievments by the unltis of the Ninth Alr Force on the 2ond end 25rd,
vhen tne retreating enemy motor columns were blasted (Copy of ™K
atchd). The mission, a Group formation, was to recce the general
aprca ecast of the Rhine between Gissen, Friledberg and Hofheim, Due to
freezing and taxiing diffi&y}ties, Maj. Ccrisp and Lb. Breuer wers the
only two to take oif. Naj.vwas leading the mission. When the group
was airborne, they were ecalled end told to go on & short mission.

The weather was poor in the briefed area. Ripsaw #5 told the form~-
ation where they were =znd then took them to Kaiserslautern where they
bombed. the marshalling yard. The squedron's 2 alrplenes got 4 direct
hits on the tracks as they dive bombed.

The second mission for the dgy was similer to the morningts.
Capt. Henry led the squadron on this one. The group was to fly the
recce area as planned. The weather was still poor when they arrivéd
over the area. The squadron bombed 2 econcentration of 15 vehicles
in a Torest about 15 miles east of St. Vith with very good results,
destroying 6 and damaging 8.

vhe same type of mission was sBheduled for the 30th, which
brought a 0730 briefing. Capt. Reinthal pointed out the difrferent
German airfields enroute over the area. weather was doubtful and
the ALO.gave the latest sitrep on our fronts. He bold us that the
Russians were reported aboub 80 miles from BePlin at one point. Malj.
¢risp, who was going to lead the group, briefed the assembled
squedrons and each returned to thelr respective sites to awgit an
og45 take off. In the squadron, the pilots-had gone out to the alr-
planes aslready when & ecel in over the aquavk box bo recall the
pilots since take off was held up and we were put on 2 1 hour alert.
snowcame and 1ater in the day & release came through.

An overcest was present all day on the 1ast day of the nmonth.
The temperature rose as the rain fell, turning the snow to slush.

No briefing was ecalled since the weather weas expected to be bad all
day. The squadron commanders, operations officers, and flight leaders
went to a meeting &t Group Heedquarters where flying control and
group policy was discussed. The rest of the day was pather uneventful

as the month came to a close.
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FROM HQ. XIX TAG (ADV) 281700A
TO CG lOOTH FIGHTER WING
CG XIX TAC REAR
CO'3 ALL GROUGPS
CO 19TH TACTICAL CONTRCL GROUP

SECRET SEND IN CLEAR
BY REDLINE REDLINE

oP¥7l

THE FOLLOWING IS PARAPHRASE OF A HNESSAGE FRONM GENERAL ARWOLD TO
CG NINTH AIR FORCE TO CG XIX TAC : IT IS INDICATED FROH PRELIMINARY
REPORTS OF OPERATIONS FOR PERIOD 22/28 JAW INCLUSIVE THAT YOUR
AGGRESSIVE CREWS ESTABLISEED A NEW ALL TIME TOTALLY HIGH IN NUMBER
OF GERMAN TRANSPORT DESTROYED. THE PREVIOUS RECORD SET AT FALAISE
SEENS TO HAVE BEEN AIMOST DOUBLED. THIS LOOKS LIKw EXCELLENT .
SOLUTION TO GERMAN TRANSPORT FUEL PROBLEM. HIGHLY COMMENDABLE ARE
THE SPEED WITH WHICE YOUR COMMAND REAGTED TO OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTED
AKD THE THOROUGHNESS OF ATTACKS ., THE SPIRIT DEMONSTRATED, NOT ORLY
FOR THIS SHOW BUT FOR THE CONSISTENT DETERMINATION OF YOUR UNITS TO
DO MORE THAN THEIR SHARE, HAS PROVED AN INSPIRATION TO EVERYORE,
PLEASE ACCEPT MY CCHGRATULATIONS FOR YOURSELF AND ALL PERSONNEL
INVOLVED.

THE CG ARMY AIR FORCES IN WASHINGTON HAS SEEN FIT TO REMARE THE
OUTSTAWDING WORK OF UNITS OF THE XIX TAC AND I TAKE GREAT SATISFADTH
I0H IN TRARSHITTING HIS MESSAGE AND CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL.

-~ -WEYLAND~-~~

A TRUE COPY:

MURRAY /B, THALER, 1st Lt, AC.
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January 1945 brought with 1t the first anniversary of the
unitts arrival in the Furopean Theater of QOperations. The German's
attempt to stab into our lines in the now famous YArdennes SalientV
was g failure as he started to pull out. our pilots dld a
marvelous Job of catching the enemy transportation all over the
roads leading out of the salient on the 22nd and 23rd of January,
bombing and straffing these mixed vehicles. The original lines
of our ground forces were straightened as the enemy was cleared
out. Word came through that the Group received the Tnit ¢gitation
for the battle honors won near Mons on 3 September 1944 as they
hit German road transportation in.front of our advancing columns
In Belglum. The pride in the organization was easily felt whbn
we were notified of this achievment. 0f those who participated
in that deyts operations, men like Bapts. Joe McLachlan and Dave
Parrish, have reburned home, Capt. Alfred "George" Benton was
transferred, ILt. Knauss 1s MTA, Lb. Stevens was transferred, as
was Maj. Andrews who led the first mission for that day. And as
the Battle for Germany continues, the Thunder Bum Squadron will
demonstrate its Important role in the joint air-ground action
against the enemy.




