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SQUADRCYH HISLORY
PERSCONLEL CHANGES:

1- 13 #nlisted men were promoted in accordance with bar 2 S¢ F61
SL8th FB Grouy 4ud 1 dune 1944, (a copy of S0 attached).

2~ F/0 Leslie G. Hansen, a new pilot wes assigned and joined on June 3rd.

3~ 2nd 1%, Gerald J. Crace, another new pilot, and PvE., Elmer ¢, Vetzel
Vere assigned from the 395th Fighter Bomber Sg., and Cpl Henry 1.,
i'eldel was trnsfd to the 595th Fighter-Bomber Sq. 9n June 4th,
4- 1st Lt, FPraniiin A. Dick Was appointed Capt, AUS, per par. 1, Sp
# 153 Hq. ETOUSA, dtd 1 June 1944,  prg Tige 0. Lyons ang CPi.
James W, Howard were trnsfd to the 73rd 3ta Compl. 3g. on June &th,
Chl. General ¥, Lams ard Cpl. Francds P. fulczngki were assignka
from the 73rd Sta Compl 3q.
5~ Oon June Gth, 1st 1%, Charles W. Romine was notified of his appoint-
ment to Qapt, AUS, ver par. 2 so # 183 Hg. EPOUSA, dtd. 1 june 1944
1st 1t. George H. Petrie was assigned and Joined Trom tne 495th
Ftr. Prng, Gp., and 2nd 1t. Richard w, Taylor was transferred out
of the squadron,
6~ 2nd 1.t, Joseph 3, Busenbark was trnsfd to the £16%th Gen Hosu. on
june 7th,
7= On June 10th, 2nd 1ts Irving Ostuw ang Oliver §, Ryerson were
notified of their promotion to lst Tis. in accordance with par 5,
80 #153, Hg. ETOUSA, dtd 1 June 1944, 2nd Lt. Ross P. Seaton was
tronsfd out and 2nd Lt. Philip D. Boose joined the 5g. as the nsw
Ordnance. officer, 1st Lt. FEdward Haughiton, Jr MTA over Cherbour:
Peninsula,
8- Capt. Sparks was nosified of his appointment to Major AUS. AC per
bar 4 30 # 159, Hg, Ninth AF dtd 7 June 1844 on June 11 th,
8- 1st 1. Laymon A. fice, Jr was killed in action on June 14th,
10- on June 17th, cpl Adolph R. Zanotto was cssi ned.
11- ¢pl. Robert w. Sanderson was asgd to the Sq, and pvt. Harold §.
Grose was trnsfd, .
12- 0pl Michael . Angzello was trnsfd out of the Souadron.
13- Lts Gamblin gng Jasper were KTA on June 22nd. Lt Jasper was

promoted %o 1lst 1.t. per. Par 8, S0 i# 167, Hg. ETOUSA dtd 15 June 1g44,

14~ 5 new pilots were assizmed on June 26th, 2nd T.ts. Richard ¢, Cox,
John B, Steward Jr., Theodors Q. Taubert, Robert R. Wagugoner, and
Albert A, Schnedler.

18~ 1st Lt, Jack B. Robbins- ¥1aA on June £7th,

16- s,t. Edward w. Snyder was trnsfd to the 387th Fitr Gp. on June 30th.
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A Group
Shot Up
20 Trains

From PHILIP GRUNE,

Evening Standard War Reporler

A 9th AIR FORCE FIGHTER-
BOMBER BASE, Wednesday.

Enemy transport facilities in
; France to-day reccived
another heavy strafing when
fighter-bombers from this air-
ficld went “ down on the deck ™
10 shoot up trains.over 2 wide
area of enemy occupied
territory.
“The fighters had been out o
escort the B.24 Liberators which
were on the Paris target They
took the heavies right {o the
{arget, and affer ¢iving cover for
<ome time .after, they left Paris
and peeled off to strafe anything
they could find, which might be
thelping the Gorman  transport
system.
. In the journey from Paris_to the
coast this_group, led ,b[v Colonel
Gilbert I, Meyers, of Mil ord, Jowa.!
attacked 20 trains. They claim to
have destroyed 12 locomotives and
seven trucks and damaged the
other eight trains.,

Some of the pilols saw trucks
overturn, others saw locomotives|

Douglas, of Paragould, Arkansas,,
got four locomotives.

First Party

| =1t is the first party we have had
|since we starfed escort work,"” said
Captain R. W. Hendricks, -of
Youngtown, Ohic “We took the
bombers fight tc Jaris and broke
away when they picked up another
escort.
“&Then we left them and went to
100k for transport targets. s
“1 spotted my first target in the,
vieinity of..Fleury, when a smalt
wisp of sleam was visible benealh
the clouds. I dived in from aboul
8000 feet.

wThen Lieutenants John
Lougee. of Worcesler, Mass, and
Alired Fry. of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, came in to finish off the
focomotive. As 1 pulled away
[ saw the engine explode like a
bursting geyser.

Saw Smoke

4 wThen we started west along the
irailway road. 1 saw smoke and
'dived, It was another _f{rain
drawing about 30 trucks. I was
able to pump in.about 200 rounds

of »-A.incs*-ggginr.ig%m}and < - 35mous):

piercing: Stiells: .

“We looked  around Rouen butf

saw nothing, and decided {o make
for the coast. Througlt a break in
ihe clouds I saw anothet train pass
inte a station. . L
*aThyee of us went down and

explode. .
xBne fiight, led by Maijor Paul P.

lreauy gave it a bealing!

L _eNiNG STANDARD
wWeo., May 24 19494
ENGLAND
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SQUADRON HISTORY

Scrubbed Again1 sesscce

The first day of the month brought with it a briefing at 0800. The
mission was to be a dive-bombing of the fusl dump at Domfront. Lb.
Réinthal and Lt. Col. Perego gave all the information regarding the
target. Everyone went down to the 1ine and things were gll set for the
take-off when we were told that the weather had not cleared well snough
to start. In the afternoon, the squadron was notified that we were
going to go after the same target. The brisefing was held in the sguedron
and all the pllots had gone out to the sirplanes again when word came
through that the mission had been scrubbed again, The weather was s$il1l
bad. .

The pilots came into the S-2 section for the remainder of the
afternoon. Most of them, by flights, wanbed to study geography. The
target dossiers were also passed around and each 1ittle group planned
their own possible tactics against a particular target in the area they
were studying.

¥ 1on # 6lecessss Dive-Bombing.

The release had been until 1100 and tnen changed to 1700 on June
2nd. The day was spent in maintenance of the airplanes plus a 1little
recreation., At 1600 we were notified that briefing would be held at
1615, The target was the same as that briefed on June lst, the fuel
dump at Domfront. ILb. Col. Perego was going to fly with the squadron.
Captain Myers briefed the pilots in the sguadron. The bombing results
were falr. Most of the hits were observed in the NE half of the storage
area and marshalling yards.

. On the wey home, ths Ilights split up and went after rail targets.
Capt. Myers! flight destroyed 2 locomotives between Mezidon and Caen.

Lt. Benton's purple flight destroyed 1 tocomotive between St. Lo and
Coutances, while Lt. Jim Gamblin destroyed one about ten miles south of
St. Lo. Capt. Myers went down %o strafe a string of 12 freight cars near
Ecouches. They landed at 2015 after which a critigue was held at the
officers club.

UaAR Papty Packs UPascesesass

June 3rd we were released for training and maintenance until
daybreak of the 4th., Flight Officer Leslie G. Hansen, another pilot,
was assigned and jolned from the 495th Fighter Training Group.

A" Pgrty had its equipment packed and ready to put on the vehicles.
At 1600 Maj. Douglas had all the men and officers assembled on the line
outside of our Englneering site. He spoke to the group regarding the
necessity of watching our tongues about the things that were happening
around the base. The security of our type of work and the. work involved
was our business and nobody else's. He wished the men in "A" Party the
best of luck should they have to leave in the near future and expressed
his hope of all of us rejoining as soon as possible.

-F-
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SQUADRON HISTORY

Mission # 62...... Dive-Bombing.

Briefing was called for 1000 on June 4th but the mission had been
scrubbed just before the time came. However, at 1300 a briefing was held
for a dlve-bombing of bridges at Rouen. The primary target was the pair
of road bridges at Rouen to be destroyed by 1000 1b bombs. The Group
got to the target and bombed wlth good results. The southeast bridge
of the palr was knocked out and the northern approach of the Northwest one
was damaged. Smoks covered the whole target area.

There was a standby for another mission when ths boys returned. After
supper, the pilots were to be assembled at group by 1900 but when everyone
started to arrive, the Group was released untll daybresk so gll dashed
ower to the Officers Club where a movie was being shown. £2nd Lt. Gerald
J. Grace was assigned to the sgunadron from the 395th Fighter Bomber
Squadron,

Sweating Out A Misslion.....Three Scrubs And Then Released.

On June 5th, Lt. Col, Perego and Lt. Reinthal briefed the Group at
0715. The target for thls crack against the snemy was to be the road
bridge at Nantes-Gassicourt, just west of Parils, After having gone back
to the line, we were notified of an hour and one-half delay but the
mission was finally scrubbed bscause of the weather.

A second briefing was held at 1015, and thils time all the available
information was given sbout the railroad bridge at St. Germain, also west
of Paris. A two hours delay came through but a scrub was finally passed on.
The release was until 1500, later belng changed to 1900. By 1815, the
squadrons were notified that the new TOT, 2045 hours, was set and the whole
Group was alerted for this mission aimed at the rallroad bridge of the
second briefing. A release came through until daybreak,

Lt. Franklin A. Dick, out squadron S-2 was notified this date of his
promotion to Captain, which followed by a couple of weeks the news of
his becoming the Daddy of a baby girl.

D-DaYe.. .H=HOUPs s 4444+ The Allied Landings in Frence, Invasion !

June 6th, 1944~ a marked day for the history of the world. The
much anticipated Invasion of the European Continent had taken place.

The squadrons were notified that briefing was going to be held at 0330.
As the men were awakened, ome could hear the constant drone of alrplanes
above. All sorts of surmlses took place on the weapons carrler as it
drove through the moonlit night toward Group Headquarters.

In the briefing room, a screen was drawn down over something which
naturally aroused the curiosity in everyone. The guesses of all were
beginning to materialize., Col. Meyers was the first to speak to the
assembled group. His opening remarks dealt with a letter send down from
Air Chief Marshal, Sir Tafford Leigh=Mallory, telling us of the splendid
work which the AEAF had done in the past and the confidence he had in the
work shead. No sooner had he completed the letter, Col. Meyers told us
"Tts happened", The Invasion of the Continent was in progress. Lt.
Reinthal gave the full situation. Paratroopers and alrborne troops had
drgpped on the Cherbourg Penimsula in the. very esarly hours of the mormning
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SQUADRON HISTORY

D-Da¥ausesH-HOUP s v eosThe Allied Landings In Franée, Invasion ! cont!

and at 0630, the first American and British forces were going to land on
the beaches between Caen and a point on the east ¢oast of the Cherbourg
Peninsula. The screen was raised and befors all the pilots and personnel
nesded at this briefing were the indicated beaches and the pleces for the
2 American and 3 British Divisions making the initial assault, plus the
approximate area of the American alrborne and paratroopers., L. Reinthal
continued with the explanation of the shipping lanes and the aerial cover
over the beachead., Capt. Marks, the Group Communications O0fficer, briefed
the pilots on the radio procedure to be followed and Capt. Leary explained
the air-operations plus the details needed by the pilots. The show was
on. GCol. Meyers stepped up to the briefing platform in front of the maps
and injected a few serious notes, for the day of ever increasing hard work
had arrived with many more to follow. The blg tesm of Army-Air-Navy went
into action,

The 395th had the first mission of the day with a take-off at 0520
to glide-bomb & bridge on the Cherbourg Penfnsula, near the "Bomb-Line",
a term which all of us wers going bo refer %o constantly. Our squadron
and the 397th went to breskfast, after which we wers to return to the
Group briefing room to be held in readiness should a mission come in
for either or both squadrons, At 0520 the alerted pilots came back
and waited sround for something to get them into the air, Kach one
wanted to be in on the show. Time passed on. Some started a private
¥Crap" game in the back of the room while others stretched out on.the
hard benches to catch a few winks of sleep. HRach time Maj. Kroencke, our
ATLO attached to the Group from the American First Army, came in to post
some late data, the boys asked about the situation. They were very much
inberested in the make-up of our #ivisions and just what sort of opposition
our ground forces were to expect. 1In the sarly briefing by Lt. Reinthal,
the enemy situation had been given and they wanted to know how the German
divisions compared to ours. Around the room, some were discussing past
missions when they had gone after the bridges along the Seine River and
the possible damage done along the Loire River, thus doing their bit in
helping to isolate the battlefield. Ons of the Group comminications men
brought in & radio which served the meaqg of hearing the late news.

M1SSion #6B......First D-Day Mission For The Squadron. Frag. Bombs.

At 1300, briefing was held on a target in support of our ground forces.
About 2% miles SE of Isigny, in the Bois de Caletts, a motor transport
concentration of approximately 100 trucks was reported. Our pillots were
briefed on the bomb-line and an alternate target which was an airfield
west of and close to Camen where some Me 109s were reported in. The planes
wore loaded with 20 1b fragmentation bomb clusters and they were up at
1408 hours. The bombing was executed with good results by glide technique.
Some were of the opinion that the objects hit in these woods were elther
dummy vehlczs or wood piles, but at a later date a confirmation from the
ground forces who later occupied this site stated that excellent demolitlion

- of German vehicles and men had been achieved. 4 job well done 1!

-5-




SQUADRON HISTORY
Mission # 63.... contimied

The enlisted men were éathered near the S-2 trailer where the
squadron briefing map was displayed and a synopsis of the first landings
was glven by Major Douglas and Capt. Dick.

Mission #64.....Dive-Bombing Targets In Assmult Area

Briefing was held a}% 1730. The squadron airplanes wers loaded with
three 500 1b GP bombs each, The targets hlt over the enemy lines were
varied on fuel and smmunition dumps. There were many excellent strikes,
Coming back from the mission, 6 trucks and 2 staff cars were straffed and
destroyed about 6 miles south of Bayeux. They reported a motor convoy
of about 80-100 trucks SE of Bayeux and a tank skirmlish near Bayeux., If
the pilots had been able to hold pin-polnts of the artileary fire long
enough they would have bombed gun positions but the camouflage seemed to
be sxcellent,

When 2130 hours rolled around, the planss returned., "Chuck" Romine
hsd a pleasant surprise waiting for him, He was notified of his promotion
to Captain, which was effective June lst.

Missions # 65, 66, 67, 68¢ecss..Armed Patrol Over Assigned Area.

June 7th brought a full day of armed patrols over a designated area
covering an area beyond the bomb line. The first briefing was held at
0445. Each squadron had an assigned area to cover in search of gun positions
and enémy installations, By 0549 hours, 15 P-47's of the squadron were
airborne with fragmentation clusters under each wing. The patrol was
flown as briefed wikh the squadron going after targets of opportunity in
support of our ground forces., Hits were observed along part of a motor
and tank convoy on the rosd heading NE out of the Foret de Cerisy. Some
hit an M/T convoy near Marigny. The convoy coming out of the forest
seemed to be heading towards Bayeux which indicated the possible concen-
tration of German forces within it. Li. Carter's flight straffed ahout
25-30 trucks near Marigny with very good results.

The second armed patrdl for the day took off at 1019 and was back to
the base by 1250 hours., Lt. Col., Perego led the squadron on this mission.
Bombing results were very good, most of it being concentrated near the
Foret de Cerisy. Sorbo flight with L, Gol. Perego leading, destroyed
3 brucks by bombing at the road intersection in the Foret de Cerisy.

Capt. Sparks element destroyed 2 ammunition carriers about 1-2 miles N of
the Cerisy Forest and left 4 trucks burning. It. Benton'!s purple flight
bombed and destroyed 6 trucks near Tournleres, also about 1 mile N of
Cerisy Forest. Capt. Rmmines yellow flight destroyed about 20 enemy trucks,

The bomb-line had been moved and was plotted on the 1:50,000 map of
the asrea which occupled one ful side of tne S-2 sectiomn. Briefing was
held at 1330 to pass on any new information which might have come in,

Major Douglas led the squadron on this mission which took off at 1450.

Some good hlts were observed on vehicles concentratidns. In general, the
bombing results were varied. The convoy which had been reported prevliously
betwsen Comtances and Marigny had been taken care of by recent straffing.

"
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SQUADRON HISTORY
Missions # 65, 66, 67, 68, continued.

German soldiers in the charactepristic black uniforms of the Tank Corps
were straffed in the Foret de Cerisy. The squadron returned st 1715.
While the 3rd mission for the day was up, those in the pilots room
on the line were entertained by two men from the special service branch.
One played the gultar while the other sang some dittles. They were
the same two who had performed for our Enlisted Men's dance.
The fourth and last mission for the day took off at 1915, with 500 1b
GP bombs. The bombing results were excellent on the rolling stock in the
mershalling yard at St. Seyer and another unidentified marshalling yard
in the viclinity of Vire. A panzer convoy nesr Alencon was straffed.
19 more itrucks were left burning or stopped and smouldering.: Near hits
were obtained on gun positlions south of Isigny. It was a full day when
thls mission returned at 2215,

Missions # 69, 70, 7l....Utsh Beachhead Patrol. D42 days. Commendation
. From General Brereton and Genersl Quesada.

Briefing for the next days missions came very soon, at 0230, June 8th.
Col, Meyers started off by reading s message from General Quesada in
which he had special praise for three Fighter Groups, one of them being
the 368th Fighter Group. Quoting in part the following is extracted,
"It is possible if not probable that their eofforts were in a large part
responsible for the -attack on Omaha Beach continulng. History may show
that they saved the day". General Brerston's praise followed in the rest
of the text. {Copy of message attached). Our boys were doing a great
job to date | Another record to point to.

The missions for the day were to be beachhead patrols, our sguadron
covering the Utah beach., D+2 was the day Jerry was expected to throw
in his GAF, This was one of the warnings given to the pllots at the
briefing., The first flight of the squadron was up at 0356. When they
got back, the boys reported St. Lo still burning and a battle between
our artillery and the enemies. Tt was too dark to determine much on the

round,

8 After the briefing at 0730 for the sscond mission of the day, Col.
Meyers came over to fly with our squadron. The same area was to be
patrolled. Three flights took-off instead of four as did the very early
mission, The Controller notified the squadron of soms enemy aircraft in
the vicinity, but none were encountered. The city of Valognes and Ste
Mere Eglise were on fire with smoke billowing up from them.

The third mission for the day continued the patrol over the assigned
area., Vehicles were observed proceeding from Ste Mere Eglise northward
to Montebourg. Others were converging on Valognes and proceeding north-
ward to Cherbourg. Outside of these observatdnns brought back, the
mission was unsventful and the planes were down by 1620.
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Copy

IX TAC U 264 B THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM COMMANDING GENERAL
NINTH AIR FORCE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND QUOTE FIGHTER
BOMBER PILOTS OF YOUR COMMAND HAVE EARNED SPECIAL COMMENDATION FOR
THEIR VISUAL OBSERVATIONS AND REPORTS THEREON THESE HAVE BEEN OF A
VERY HIGH ORDER., THEY HAVE CONSTITUTED VALUABLE ADDITIONS TO OUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE GROUND SITUATION AND HAVE ENABLED US TO TAKE PROMPT
AND EFEECTIVE ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY., OUR EXPECTATIONS WERE GREAT,
YOU HAVE JUSTIFIED THEM. KEEP IT UP. BRERETON UNQUOTE. QUESADA
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They Left Their Cars; They Hid|
in Woods, But There|™
Was- No Escaping

From PHILIP GRUNE

ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE AIRFIELD, -
’ - . Thursday.
treams of refugees with packs on their backs are
evacuating the blazing towns and villages and
making towards the Allied liness,

The slory is told by Thunderbolt pilots after a great

strafing offensive.

They dlso saw miles of roads
blocked by wrecked trucks and
armoured  vehicles, smashed
marshalling yards and wrecked
tocomotives.

Germans leaped [rom stall]
cars and scrambled into woods
only 10 be sirafed in their hiding
“places
From dawn to darkness ihe!

Thunderbolt group had been
operating behind the encmy lines.
three squadrons flying 11 opera-
tions .and most pilots completing
three in the day.

Throughou? the day the plotied
areas were vombed and shot up
until pilots en the last two opera-
tions came back to say they could
find no more targeis. The enemy's
communications "had been 1em-
porarily paralysed

Major Paul Douglas, ot
Arkansas, leader of one of the last
operations. told me he had just
got back after eight hours® fying
during the day

~ Breoken trucks are lining mile:
of rgadway; complele convoys
have been -destroyed and it seems
that for the time being we nave
prevented the enemy [rom bring
ing up any supplies.” .

Gun emplacements which had
been giving trouble to some sec-
tions of the beach-head have been
knceked out and a greal many of]
thg A-~A. guns which gave us a
hot time in the early missions
{o-day have been silenced.

“The beach-head now seems|
clear of any -enemy opposition.
‘The Allies are just piling in sup-
Ephes and- reinforcements,”




SQUADRON HISTORY
D434 eessesGrounded By the Weather

On June 9th, a briefing was held at 0300 for the same type of
patrolling as the previous day. Maj. Kroencke gave our's and the enemy's
ground situation. When the briefing was over we received a stand-by
before the first mission was scheduled, vhich was changed to a five
minute alert for one sguadron and a 15 minute alert for the other two.
This wes dus to the weather coming in., The alert was changed again to
one-hour pericds during the remainder of the day. The celling was very
low, with some rain.

All day long, the boys came in to the S-2 section asking why they
weren't being called intoc the alr to help our buddies on the ground over
in Normandy. Eager eyes scannsd the bomb-line looking for recent changes,
end picking them out, too. It, Jasper (Plerre) and Quilty (The Kid) came
to inquire how the situation was "I guess things aren't bad over there
otherwise they'd get hold of us", was the opinion they hsld. A release
until deybreak came through. Lts Ostuw and Ryerson found out later in
the day that they had received promotions to 1lst Lisutenants,

Missions # 72, %3, 74, 75.....Patrols Continued. A Swell Guy Is Iost,
Bd Haughton.

Another very early morning briefing came on the 10th. At 0300

" the briefing started. Mission == continued patrol of Utah Beachhead.
The first mlssion for the squadron took off at 0350 with 16 thunderbolts
forming over the fleld in the darkness of the pre-dawn twilight., They
couldn't see much and accomplished the mission in splite of the flak shot
up at them from friendly guns. Orbilting over towards the sast, they
noticed the Caen alrdrome on flre. Capt McLachlan's red flight destroyed
a truck near Bricquebec.

The second mission during the day brought with it a very good score
against Jerry's motor transportation. The Germans were moving up towards
Cherbourg from Valognes. Our three flights bagged a total of 30 trucks
and one command car. Major Douglas! flight destroyed 4 trucks at Lessay,
Captain Romine'®s flight destroyed eight trmicks in the vicinity of S%.
Sauveur while Lt. Bentont's flight destroyed 18 trucks along the main
highway leading out of Valognes towards Cherbourg. It. Jim Gamblin got
himself a command car outside of Valognes, Definitely quite eventful.

The third mission for the day brought ocur fisst loss in the squadron.
1st Lt, Edward Haughton, Jr. was last seen over the Cherbourg Peninsulsa
near the small town of Le Ham. EA4 went down after a ground target by
himself and that was the last anyone heard from him., He was dropped from
the rools as Missing In Action on the 13th but he has not been dropped
from our hearts as the swell guy we kmew him %o .be. The squadron completed
its patrol between 1430 and 1530. "Kleenex" controller, who seemed to be
the Air Support Party for the troops in the immediate vicinity got on the
R/T and asked the squadron for help, trying to vector them to a grid point
near Le Ham where a battle was taking place. When white flight saw a convoy
of 7 M/Ts heading south be¥ween Montebourg and Le Ham, they identified
it as enemy and destroyed 5 of them.
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Missions # 72, 73, 74, 75. Continued.

The fourth mission on the 10th patrolled between 1930 and 2030 hours,
They added some more trucks to the score. Blue flight destroyed 3, Green
flight got 3, and purple flight got 1. “Crazy Jim" Gamblin came upon
a concentration of approximately 300 enemy troops just east of La Hays
du Puits and straffed them. The day ended with all the planes down by
2140,

Lt. Seaton, our newly acquired Ordnance officer was transferred to
Hq. IX TAC end 2nd Lt. Philip D, Boose joined us from the 365th Fighter
Bomber Group as our new Ordnance Officer. This made him the third bomb
info man in charge of the sectlon,

Mission #76, 77...s.Patrol Continued. Lt. Howle Belly Lands Near a Strip.

The briefing was very short at 0245, June llth. The first mission
was up at 0349 and the patrol lasted from 0430 to 0530. They were over
the Cherbourg Peninsula in ths early daylight hours, covering the beach-
head and part of the northern portion of the peninsula.

Lt. Col. Perego flew with the sguadron on the 2nd mission. Capt
Myesrs briefed in the sguadron and asked the boys to look around for Ed's
sirplane if st all possible., While flying the patrol they were hampered
by solid overcast between 400-2500 ft., Lt. Cal. Peregols flight noticed
an M/T convoy through & hole in the clouds and went down after it. The
flak from the convoy hit Lt. Howla's ship in the engine which made him
belly into & field just noril of an unidentifled strip. All pilots agreed
that It. Howie had brought the airplane down well within the bsachhead.

After the second mission, the squadron was releassd until 1330,
going on 5 minute alert after that time., We were released until daybrezk
since the weather was poor. GCspbt. Sparks was notified of his promotion
to Major at supper time that evening by Major Douglas who asked him if
he could use a pair of gold oak leaves.

A" Party Moves.....Missions # 78, 79, 80, 8l....GAF Comes Up and
Capt. Romine Gets 2,

The Advance Echelon was ready to depart in the morning of the 12th,
A1l the men in this party were set and they all departed from the base
in the early afterncon. Major Wernli, our Executive Officer, was in
charge of the squadron, We all wished them well and hoped to meet up
with them soon,

The missions went on without pause. At 0245 Capt. Reinthal briefed.
He read a report on the situation of the enemy being slow in meeting
the Invasion. Major Sparks led the first mission. An unidentified twin-~
engine airplane came into Arcade flight of the sguadron at 90 degrees,
fired, then dove down dropping 2 pink flares. Some thought it might heave
been a Mosquito but it was too dark to be positive,

Major Douglss, leading the second mission took the flight down to
strafe ground targets after the patrol was over. They straffed enemy
vehicles with good resulis, destroying 5 trucks and 4 staff cars. The
score was mounting. Captain Kessler, our adjubent called on the phone
to notify us that Lt, Howle was back from France and was awailting a ride
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Mission # 78, 79, 80, 8l....... continued.

home from one of the British filelds. Howie walked into the pilots room
at about 1300 with a German helmet for a souvenir. Zach handshske brought
with 1t, "Glad to see you back Howie!", "I'm glad to be back, fella',
was the reply from this Paris, Texas boy.
The Luftwaffe came in %o attack one of the flights during the third
mission. The action took place over Carentan. The first attack was
made from eleven ofclock to Capt. Rominets element and the second attsck
came in from 6 o'clock to Capt. Romine. ¥Each wave contained 10-12 Me-109's
"Chuck" evaded successfully and shot down 2 Me 109'!'s with his wingmsn
Lt. Glazier, doing an excellsnt job of covering his flight leadsrs' tail.
Pour trucks were destroyed after the patrol mission was over, Captain
Rominets combat took place just before leaving the area on the way home,
The last mission for the day was completed by Capt. McLachlant's
flight destroyéng 1 truck and 1 armored vehicle. Col, Meyers flew with
the squadron on this one. They landed at 2115 with a release until 1300
the next day.

Mission # B82....0.GAF Again! Claims 3-1-2 Against Jerry.

The morning of June 13th was a drizzling one. The release was changed
to 1600 after which time the Group went on a 1 hour alert. The pilots
were down in the pilots' room all afternoon and the men were out at their
planes. keeping them ready toc go at & moments notice.

We all went to evening chow when the squadron was notified that we
were alerted for a mission similar to what we've had the last few days.
The poop was given to operations over the "squawk" box. The pilots were
down at the line by 1825 and took-off at 1840, Waiting around at the
bass, Lt. Spencer returned a little early and word began to pass around
that the boys were in a little fight over the continent. Spencer told
the few of us on the line that Lt, Parrish's flight met up with about
16 FW 190s. . He had to return early becsause some got on his tall,
outnumbering him that he headed for a cloud and then for home because it
was too late bto try to rejoin. "Rain down the holler' Parrish claimed
one FW 190 destroyed and probably destroyed another, "Back from the
Drink" Larsen claimed one destroyed and one damaged, and our "Little
Olie", Lt. H.L. Olson, claimed one destroyed and one damaged, Olie had
to land at s strip in France due to oil pressurs trouble and returned
to home base by 2115. While getting his alrplane serviced, H.L. met
and spoke bo General Quesada who was at this landing strip at the time.

Missions # 83, 84, 85, 86....Loss of Lt. Rice...Little Olle gets another
enemy aircraft.

The first mission on June 14th brought the loss %o the squadron of
1st Lt. Laymon A. Rice, Jr. whose airplane developed engine failure a ‘
fow minutes after take-off. He bailed out over Stockbridge from 12-1500 T'te
but his chute failed. It was a blow to all of us who were very fond of
L. A., Loulsiana¥s part to the 396th,

B -10~-

. 1508



SQUADRON HISTORY

The rsst of the alirplanss continued on to accomplish the patrol
coming back to the base at 0740, After tThe patrol, the squadron straffed
snemy vehicles, destroying 9 M/Ts, 3 recconaissance cars, one staff car,
and 2 tanks.

The second mission took-off at 0951 and headsd out towards the
assigned srea over the beachhead. 12 FW 190s were encountered by the
squadron. After Maj. Douglas' and Cgpt Homine's flights gave chase to
6 FW 190s, Lt., Parrish's spotted ¢ others which appearsd sbove the clouds
layer below them, One FW-1S0 was hit by Lé. H.L. Olson and the pilot
was seen to bail out near Alencon, claiming 1 FW 190 destroyed. 7 more
trucks and one trailer were destroyed on this mission,

Eleven enemy trucks and one staff car were destroyed on the third
mission of the day. Major Douglas', Capt. Myers', and Lt. Carter's
flight shared in this hunt against the enemy transport facilities after
the mission was accomplished for beachhead cover. The fourth and last
one for the day was very uneventful with the operaténs ceasing at 2215
as all the planes came 4owh.

Missions # 87, 88, 89...Close Assault Area Cover. One Mission Flown From
ALG at Cardonville,

Briefing was held at 0545 on Juns 15th. A new area was assigned to
each squadron to accomplish close assault arsa cover over the beachhead.
our squadron was to cover the western part which included Utah and part
of the Omaha beaches. Ths other two squedrons were to land at advance
Landing Grounds and carry out missions from there while our squadron
was to return to home base at the completion of the flrst one,

The first mission was airborne at 0653 hours, flown as briefed but
rematned at 15,000 £t. most of the time. Briefing for the next squadron
mission was held at Group at 1000 hours., Major Douglas briefed. He
briefed on just how they would land at the Gardonville ALG at the
completion of the next mission. Each pilot was to report in whilethe
planes were being serviced and they wers not to wander away from the
airplsne. OCapt Reinthal pointed out the strip, which was 3-4 miles
NE of Isigny. They would get the briefing of the later mission at the
ALG, after which the squadron was to return home.,.

The pllots plcked up extra gum and chocolates to take with them
as well as recent newspapers and magazines which the boys over there
would 1like to read. Off they went accomplished the second mission for
the day and ladded at the ALG at 1340 where the planes were serviced
and gotten ready for the next mission. While wailting there, some of the
boys tried their French on a 1ittle French boy -and got a few easy lessons
on how to. ask gquestions in French. Jasper brought back one of the
wooden cartridges which the Germans were @sing.for ammmnition in the
coastal ares. The squadron was airborne at 1700 from Cardonville,
completed the third mission for the day as cover and returned to homs
base by 1910 hours,

There would have besn a fourth mission that day, led by Maj. Sparks
but they were recalled due to the weather as soon as they had made
landfall out of England,

-11-
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Missions # 90, 91.....ASsault Avea Covsr (Cont'd)....Capt "Bone" Myers
bellies in on ALG near Ste. Mere Bglise,

The Group had been released until 0800, June 16th, because of the
weather and then remained on 1 hour alert. At 1530, briefing was held
for the continusd area cover. The first mission was flown as briefed.
Capt "Bone" Myers had to belly land his airplane on the ALG near Ste
Msers Eglise due to tne oil pressure dropping down to zero., He rsturned
+to home bass via G-47 almost immediately after bellying in, arriving
at Chilbolton at 2015 hours. That was swell tesam work in getting him
back to the squadron so guickly.

The second mission btokk off at 2054, flew an uneventful cover and
returnsd home at 2325 with only very little twilight since there wes
an overcast. They made a pretty sight with the red and green wing-tip
lights on as they circled the fisld and peeling off to approach the
TUNWRY «

Kissions # 92, 93, 94, 95.....Another Full Day.

The first briefing on June 17%h, took place at 0530, with Capt.

Leary and Capt. Reinthal giving all the latest necessary information.
Bating breakfast on the line, the pilots were ready %o take-off at
0659, During the patrol, many M/Ts were seen on the roads west of La
Goutilerre going East and South, mostly south. The bomb-1line gave an
indicabion of the advancing allied troops going westward toward Barne-
ville and forcing the Germans to deploy and run on these roads which
our boys spotied.

Before the 2nd mission for the day took-off, the squadron was briefed
by Captains Henry and Reinthal who gave the pilots the procedure for
landing on the ALG at Cricqueville. They wers airborne at 1139 hours,
accomplished the mission and then landed at the ALG briefed on. Staying
there for servicing, some of the fellows learned = 1itsle more French
from the inhabitants. This shrip was NE of Cardonville and closer %o
the coast. The 12 ailrplanes took off again at 1725 patrolled between
1730 and 1830 at the completion of which they returned home to Chilbolton.

Major Sparks led the last mission for the day. He briefed the pilots
in the Ready Room which was almost gone, since Hanks' Hashery was being
torn down in case the pllots were to move over to our landing ground
ovsr on the Hormandy beachhesd. If the advance echelon was already set
up, it was very likely for the first contingent of pilots to move over
with their airplanes. Eleven P-47s took off and the mission of area cover
wag accomplished as briefed. By 2325, nine airplanes had landed. L.
Robbins! and Lt. Petrie were due back. Petrie's airplane was losing oil
while flying the patrol and had %o land at an ATG. ILt. Robbins went with
him as escort. The strip, coincidentally, was the one which our advance
party was at. The pllots were interrogated by our Group S5-2, Maj. Ten
Eyck and the Squadron S-2, Capt. Dick, After being serviced, they both
returned by 0015, meanwhile the rest of the boys were sitting around
the pilots room bringing up all sorts of subjects, including artificial
fertilization led by our eminent bovine connoisseur, Lt. Benton.
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Missions # 92, 93, 94, 95....continued,

The 18th was a day devoted entirely to maintenance. The airplanes
weres being serviced to be ready for opersting from our advancs landing
ground. "A" Party was ready to receive them.

At 0830 on Juns 19th, a briefing was held at Group. Target-- a
Noball near Le Hey, about 12 miles NW of Hazelbrouck in Northwestern ,
France. The recent Robot Plane launchings against London and Southsrn
England had these thunderbombers ready to attagk one of their launching
platforms., However, Capt. Pendleton came in after the briefing and
notified all that the planes were to stay on the ground until further
notice. The original plan was to have Maj. Douglas lead the two squadrons
to the target, bomb and then go directly to-the ALG in France where they
would have continmued the rest of the days' operations. By 1700, they
were released until daybreak. Before the release, many of the pilots
were down at the pilots! room helping dismantle the snack-bar asnd filling
the belly tanks which they were going to carry over. Some of the boys
were looking all over for some French~-English dictionaries to study-up
on their vocabulary, .

To Our Strip In France.......Continuation of the Move Across the Channel,

In the early morning of June 20th, 13 pilots flew their P-47s across
the Channel to our strip at Cardonville from which we were to operate in
the continuation of the Air-Support rendered. The time element would
thus be cut down in getting help from the air for ocur ground forces.
They were to be over thers in France permanently from now on. Back here
in Chilbolton, everyone else in "BY Party (Resr Echelon) continued
packing and getting ready to wind things up over here. The pilots who
remained were to ferry the rest of the airplanes over or be brought to
the strip via C-47 transport. Late that afternoon, Lt. Ryerson ferried
one P=-47 across and came back that evening with news from the boys.

Some of our jeeps in France were badly in need of spare parts. Lt, Carr
immediately got in touch with the necessary people and they were gotten
ready to be delivered in the morning. The airplanes which needed repair
by depot were left at Chilbolton and then flown over to the strip, while
those which needed depot repair were flown back to the base from the
strip and then later ferried to the strip.

More Pilots and P-47s To The Strip.icecss

In the afternoon of the 21st, Capt. Romine, Lt. Gamblin and Lt.
Glazier flew to the strip where they were to remain., Lbt. Osbuw and Lt.
Loughary ferried two more ailrplanes over and returned with two others.
The squadron was notified that some enllisted men were going to fly over

by C-47 the next morning. , !
Capt. Kessler, CO of the Rear Echelon, held a meeting after supper

and discussed the rest of the program to be followed until departure..
We were also to prepare for a hike June 22nd and draw up 2 training

schedules,
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Training.s...Lts. Gamblin and Jasper in Mid Air Collision over France
During Combat.
at 0730, 22 June 44

A formation was held in front of the squadron ordsrly room and the
men were marched over to Group Headquarters where Capt. Pendleton took
command for the hlke., We hiked a distance of about 4 miles around the
base. 2 enlisted men from Enginsering, T/Sgts Donahue and Hansen wers
flown over to the strip via C-47. The rest of the day was spent in
taking cars of the details,

In the afternoon, word came back from France that Lts. Gamblin and
Jasper were lost by & mid-air collision with each other while going after
a German plane. The Group had bagged a total of sbout 5 E/A, one by Maj.
Douglas and one by Lit. Spike Quilty. The loss of Jim Gamblin and Jasper
was a great blow.

Packing and vainting of the boxes and shipping cases continusd the
next day. The S-2 and S-3 trallers were moved up to the squadron area.
The buildings on the line were clesned up to be turned over to the
Station Complement. Cases ready for shipment were brought over to the
hangar and stacked there to be loaded from one concentration point. 12
Engineer men and 2 cooks were sent to the strip by C-47, T/Sgts Moore,
Cates, 5/Sgts Bumpers, Harvell, Knoulton, Koster, Lanum, Morgan, Potter,
Rodgers, Wightman, Cpl Msursr and Sgt. Bettin and Cpl McGahas With these
men were shipped cots, bikes, and smme combat rations.

Capt Myers, Lt, Hamilton and Lt., Waegener took 3 airplanes to
Burtonwood where they were going to have paddle blade props put on and
then return to the base before leaving for our strip.

Visit Prom The Stripe....Anothor Hike, Training.

. On the morning of the 24th, Lts Loughary, Ostuw, Howle, and Ohlman
and F/0 Hanson left via G-47 for France. 2 enlisted men were taken too
T/Sgt Gibson and Cpl. Bour from the Engineering Dept, plus some more
equipment needed over there. At noon, Capt. Homine and Lt. Benton landed
from the strip. They told us that Major Douglas had gotten another Jerry.
They were also looking for a transformer which would come in handy over
there. '"Bone®, "Louis III" and Waegener came back from Burtonwood and left

. for France with Capt. Romine and Lt., Benton, .

A formabion was held in the area at 1430, marched over to Group
Headquarters where we joined the rest for a hike at 1500. The distance
was about 5 miles with practice gas slarm and akr attacks, Capt. Pendleton
simmlated the air-attack with the L-4. Alrcraft spotters were placed along
the column to call these attacks in., A critigue was held at Group 5-3
to formulate definite plans for signals and procedure,

Some more classes were held on the 25th. L. Jasper's promotion %o
1st Lieutenant came throggh effective the 15th of the nionth, but as fate
had it, it came post humous to a grand fellow. Capt Baer delivered a
camouflage lecture to the men at the sergeant's mess at 1300, From 1400~
1600 Major Davis spoke to the sguadron on First-Aid and Sanitation. The
hike and tent-piitching which was scheduled at 1830 was cancelled because
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Visit From The Strip....Another Hike, Training. Conthnued.,

of rain. Five new pllots were assigned to the squadron from the 485th
Fighter Training Group--2nd Lits. Richard C. Cox, Albert A. Schnedler,
John B. Steward, Jr., Theodore 0, Taubert and Robert R. Waggoner.

Six armorers were taken to the strip by C-47 ®arlier in the day-
T/Sgt Mebcalf, S/Sgt. Wood, Sgts. Scaglione and Peters, Cpl Eskes, and
Pvt. Freeze.

June 26th was rainy practically all day. The B Echelon cases ready
for the RTO were loaded and brought down to the railroad depot and put
on the wagons walting there. The C Echelon equipment was being made ready
to leave. . :

The next day, on the 27th, three more pilots flew to the strip at
Cardonville to join the advanced grup. They were Lts. Petrie, Davis and
Grace., That Same morning, 7 more enlisted men (Engineers and Armorers)
left via C-47 for the strip-- M/Sgt Ledbetter, S/Sgt Pool, Sgt. Thomss,
Cpls Kordell, Oliver and Fragler, and S/Sgt Gergel. In the afternoon, 7
more mon left-- S/Sgts Hyduk and Lourette, Sgts. Mel and Aguino, Cpls
Pritz, P.F.C. Reno and Pvt. Carter. Classes wers held in Mines and Booby
Traps by one of the men from the station complsment and in "Chemical
Warfare™ by Lt. Boose, our Ordnance Offlcer.

The weather durin, the 28th of June was rainy all day. At 123G hours.
The sguedron held a formacion in the area, and then nevcnsd over Lo Iroup
teadquarters Irvom wihich we started or a hike ai 1300, fTUrainin: to take-cover
in case 0i serial atimck was co.tinued. ATter the nike, & criiique vas
1e1ld by Capnb. rendleion at wilch time we were notifled thal Gomorrow morn-
Ing's hire would be In rull-rield eculment. 4t C20C on chie 28tnh, with
tre weather a 1ittle betier, the hike was accomplished as .lanned with all
ayailable personnel, wsarlier in the day, at about CB45, Capt. Basr, It.
G.%H. Olsnn, ILbs Yox and Loeb took-ofl and flew to i stris. Capt. Baer
and Lt. waszener returned to our home base here at chilboliton in the late
afternoon. 1its Carter snd Quilty stopped over for a few ninutes. Snike
remeined 2 Gepier Thevw o't T T sbrin.

Lt. 2uilty met with a serious motor accident on ithe rozd to the base
near Worthny Dowvms. His ri_nt forearm was badly cub annd Was taken to-the
S&th Station osnibal. It sjceared that Stile would have to remain there
for awnile wndil his arm would Lheal. COur five new pilots left for the strip
in the afternoon of ine 50th. Lt. Hobbins wee reported as TIA as of June
S74h vhen ne wenbt dovm in eneny teriitory whilé on a mlssion over France.
Plans were made 50 load all squadron lug.ase and remaining equipment oy the
30th to bpe ready to move should orders come in [OF shiomgntrof "B“‘Party.-
to .0 0 France. The arsa Was cleaned up =nd obven ready I'or an inspecilon.
“he movement orders did come in. A meeting of all ofiicers was hel@ in
iaj. vorrellls cflice at udroup at £100., A briefing was held regerding
the move to e marshalling area, which was soinj to taire slace early July
1st. Atter boe meebin,, Lhe sguadron was _jelt.ng set.
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