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nortieast in thet area. Flyin_ esswsrd WO
ey shrared guite & bit o1 Jerxy ezuipmens
destrosed, 1 Tani probabdly destra;ei, snd &
a oun emplacement destroyed. The Jiint
nels just coutl: of their tarzets.
Jracets 11it was Thue next cne the nrea . After I'aj
wed tne: tiie ban of ensiy siul wn thiere, tasy Loox over,
st bowbed somc on tie tenits norsh of MelberIwelel but niy
doma ed They cau_ni sone vehlcles northesst of t.e Iirst cres )
ang they strafed tnem. Asbout 0 modor sransporis were seen nolix
east of Findorf{ and vthis inforusiion was ] t2 t.e 4B: armuored.
e Weabhlerr WA&S DOOYey woien tie 3rd LT errl Sincé ther
couldntt work near Sefiervelésn, ioe plans % ot which i
£ime the controller askel them te strefe the town enst 57 Bitharg
on the K1l River. Arter working over mrdoxi tley proceesded In -
Kyllbury. Their dombing target previous Lo hezaing s oir was &
s~ub:. of Balesfeld bub there were no claims except foxr I damezea
straffing. This mission was the 3055 one Tor the squadvon with Lis.
chiman, Winchester, Jones and Schnadlsy £k i1
15.,Davis and his Purple flignt flew L §3 for
They bombed the reporied concentration of ¢ * T alber
weich with poor resulibs, then strafred a1 seb one on ire i
i1 and damaged 5 others. The overcaszt prevented a good bomb run.
mhe next mission led by Capk. Tu 1is, had ©o adx for 8 olind bombing
mission due to the 200C £t. ceiling. They took the cot and roiurned
home immedietely.
yajor Crisp led thne oth mission, whicn was asked to bork the
sovm of xalber5Weig§”%§tar redceinz the vieinity of tne caureh ot
serferveich. After,same more of the GCerman eguipment wilcn was
north of Malbergweich they raturned. The f1izht bombed under the
2600 £H. ceiling which was sti11 noveringz ebove the scobor. The
and last mission, led by Lt. Grucs snd his white Flizhit, was told
t0 work east of the Xyll River. They suspected & small wWoods
between Speicher and Herforsi so they bombed if and alsc » 2
in bite town of gpeicher itself. This mission landed a% 15LC
which Bime a relesse was issued due Ho the weathsr. It completed
another day of close coordination with the ground lorces. Tus.
olson and Brizendine returnsd Trom Ensland with X bar, end & naw
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up - "JFabo", a cocker spaniel Ior LE. Howice.
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Cn Ifarcen <rd, the siuadron
Tlese Were « 8ui; missions Inoa

- - - e - e e I oy e
Jronn wWas scheduled o work with

orieling scartec =% CudD, the
Jirps 101 The ensvire day. i i = “ ; E SevVe Tholy
inicrmation, Jsri. Sourbwri i : S D3 { vl
Ninth srmy roeaschin, i 21 2 i Susseidoars
and ailso Ttie cspture of Tenlo., 7 wa : L oTo trerx ot
48T across the river. The dayls ouerstion AV mLaare
Zor hglf-hicur imbtervals betveen flights.
Srisy led bhe Tirsi & planes bthat took
sver the oth Infentxy Divisionts sector,
woods saut  or Baden smoked as the var_et
. fihe mojor sot g direct hit on ons tank, cescrorin: IT.
Hansen's airpvlans was hit by Ilck while he was orbising over Dudel-
s> ne put his two bombs on Radem. 7e couldn't see what is
bombs 4did, bubt at noon the ATO phoned and had a wonderlul bit or
news, Army reporied thaet this norming's doaving of Baden had destroy-
€d & Senks, 3 Tlak guns wnd some Zerman soldiers. American trooss
el ensered tne town soon after and reported this. The telstyve
sitrep wiich caue into group lzte in tne day said that "due zo the
excellent cooperaticn of the 365th Fighbter Group, Badem waw captured.
sept, gourthright phoned socn after and notified ms thait a comaendas
tion was being sent up from tne ground rorces. All this news pour-
ing in was an indication of what coordinationr in the batile ares
tae Thunder Bums wers capable of. This was further dorne our in the
whole dayts operations.
The broops had crossed the EKyll River, were in the town of
Wetterich and were starting to apuroach Badem When our DOys were
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viorlring tiere in- the -orning. Tn fect, the trpops were so closs
to the woods soub.. of Badem thet the first fiight was told not to
strafe in that area.

Lt. Onlmants Black Tii.iht was next up. Trey borbed Orenhofen
on regudest and got 4 brucks wasn they put all thelir bombs into the
towvn, Lt. Oklman reported tell-tale marks of abandoned poditions
soutlr of Soeicher. TLbt. Grace led the next Iiizht o ths arsa. They
too, bombed tac town of Orenhofen. The ground contreller notified
the boys that ne expected a counterattack from German btanks with
infanctry on them coming from the northeast. A recce of the roads
didnt't reveal any enemy apovroaching iletterich,

The 4th mission was a Tos.-bombing but due 1o t'.e weather, Lt.
Petrie and the Ilignt found a target of ppportunity northeast of
Trier., The next flight in the XII Corps area was Lb. Davis'. The
three airplanes bombed a concentration of approximately 2 tanks
wirich were in the saie Woods between ¥eitterich and Badem. Since
the bombs didn't do any goed, ther strafe and destroyea 1, damaged
8 afver lookin over the areas, they headed for home. LI. Yovwie
and his flight were the 6ih ones to arrive in the area. However,
the fiight nad to remain over the base Tor about hLalf an hour under
control because there was a report of enemy planes close. Vhen
they &id Tinally zet bo the S5th Infantry, the weather nsd become
worse - solid overcast in layers. Lhey headed south and bombed The
town of Talling, Gestroyin, about € buildings.

4% 1130, Lt. Olsonts flight headed oub on course. "omall shack!
notified trem of the tanks in the woods, which they vombed. The
bogs felt .surs that they probavly got the tanks with very go0d hiws,
hey also straffed them and then received permission to strafe the
town of Radem only 150 yards in front of ouvr troops who were at
the outskirts of bthe town. Alfter they finished, the controller told
them that they had done a "terrific joo". Ifej. Crisp led theﬁath
migsion. Tney were asked to look for tanks in Speicher. In the
vicinity of the town they bowmbed scabtbered enemy equipmenu, damag-
ing 2 tanks ard £ trucks. ATter spotiing a zun emplacemenn,.ltfwas
called in to Serum Black - Lt. Chlman apd his boys. Tris flight
put all their bombs on this gon, destroying it. 1The$ also caughtLa
vehicle and 2 ammunition carts wnich they strafed and destroyed, the
swmmo carts bPlowing up. Lt. Davis and It. Jones were the only two
planes to fidllow as the 10th mission. The ground controller told
them of about 16 pieces ol artillery soudx of mindorf. Since they
had only 2 bombs bstween them, Davis celled and gave t@e tayget ‘o
1%. Olson and his green fiight when they were app:pach%ng the area.
1ts. Davis end Jones bombed these position near Gindori and g?utn-
east of it. ifhen Green Fliht arrived they bembed flak pocitions
south of aindor?, gebting very close hits. . .

The last end 1€%h wmission for the day was led by Kaj. Crisp,
on his third. One element bombed £ trucks in Seinsfeld, dg;troylng
2, Tne other element, Lts. Dixon and Myers, bomnbed a p0551019
headquarters building, then strafed it. The maj9r!s elsment tThen
came in to join the straffing. They started a Tire and an
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in te 182 1 vaited ¢ TLl 2o 5
pozlcion e guns weies Tb. Davis sointes ouw inemn (ron
ocbservaticinsg yesterdarrs mission. vowever, bBhe testier didntt
Clie anu Wa. .oner went on = weatlier recce, conbrolled oy
i e re_uler nisslon didntt sale oft at =1l, In Tl
SWEETY puT ovt by XTL wan { <=0}, for tihe periocd
= iarci, under par. 1, Ytenersl Situation, tue fFollow-
2 was relzsted..."Faryg -er north, ti.e Bl Inrantry division erossed
tie ¥yll tliver ana cavbured Raden wizth wesot Thirg Armay deseribed as

excerlent assistaonce Provu 565Eh GEUD.
daresr St brow it another brliefing at .30, e 30zth a

wore going to suurort the XT3 Corus in its sector. 3 bi

TO jwns ot wiun tanizs to Lead ous as fa as thuy could

tne noine with [oblenz and Andernach as ectives. The 4th
Armored Division was spearheading the The Infap try was to
wop Wo.s After siving the escimate o i tuation and tie wioie
“hird Arats alan to really hit out, the ALO reauz the cormendavion
sent u  TO tie 3ICoth 1or its sxcsllent —worl around ‘urlenvzcin. %o
®nd tue oprleling, T.i. Col. Dou_las told thae soys ol il sralses
which tane asrmy had for tre Jroup as a whole, 4 ain, the we:thsr
viasn't ilyable and viere was no iake of-. in the z.ternocon a mech-
ing was held at group at which time Major (ALO)} pavic briefod tne
pilots and S~:s on tue more detailed pht ses or the push to the ine.
Lt. Col., Jouslas then presented a Blan whereby tue & aqusadrons
would render best cooperastion wity the tanl cover or eneral codver-
ation, The meeting was highli . tex with tne introduction o TG,
Col. Strong irom bthe n-3 (air), XIT Corss, wano hed just Ilown in
withh his cub. The colonel was only lmown to the bors as "By _one?
W0 operated in an ares whers he happened to be watching their work
and comuended. XNaj. Davis introduced him to all and he added a bit
more to tne meeting's interest. Towords evening the (-47 orouzht
bacic Lts., Kerchner a.d Loeb from the Riviera but 1It. Cox had to
remain there in the hospital. we later round out that he had a

case oI diphtneria.
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Rignter Sroun Ilew 33 missiong totaling 1£% sorties,

FThird Amm¥ts three corns by £ nlane lights.

Loan vas undertaken, but weathe:r provented

To the group's 306th sSquadron wert the

Ji. bae th Infantzy pivision: Wrignter-bomber
o rurnisheu Jek Infantry Jivision on 3 laxr. £0 vas
ormence and accuracy, aidin materially in estab-

on pridzehead across Iyll kBiver. Tioe bonbing against

positions between T-22656L and 1.~2.95:8 completely

1
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centrations on the nerr bznk or the bridgehead.” on one early
mornin . micsion a Z % frort this srucdron dropued twoe 500 1lb. ROX
bombs or: Badem, reportin_ resuits unobserved. amcerican troors
entered tire town sonil after and reocrted tnat the clains sihould bs

- -

£ tan.gs an. 3 rliall suns destrorycd and several cnenyy soldiers killed,

UGeEY"

Throuzh the -3, alr, XI ~3z U8, tihe Sth vivision sends the
followin_ resort to tie 3 ighter Group: The last three flights
assigned ror the day (3rd ia sisting of 596 Blue, o58c¢ fGreen,
and 390 Yellow, dic an o C b of cooperabting witihh the
Divisior %roops. 7Tne Il s kew & woocds at I~-2057 today when
our iroops Were bubt ICl ds away. Beiore the atbacic the division
(LCsh Infentry) had roceived three srtillery concenirations of 1CC
rounds, 4C rounds, and oC rounds. ATter the aircraflt attacked the
woods no more tfire was received. The weabher was 7/10 cover with
1500 feet ceilin at bie time. TWo banks were observed burning
arter the atsacz. BADEL L-155v was strafes vy the airveraflt ac the
reauest ol ke civision whnereby three AA vositions wers silenced,
ar troops were 1b{ yards away from the tar_et dissosed in a horse-
srnce pattern, comulicating the safety fuctor for the iiznter-voibers,
AS a result of iLe assirbance of <he bomoinz and strafing t.e troous
moved into the town with very little resistance arfter the attack.

; divicion artillery ocbserver 1n a cub nlane stated that the work

0i btne airveraft was mamificent. Soue nebelesrfer instaellatlons
viere knocsed outr in the attacu.

UGAPY!
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On the 8th .nd 7th criefings were hela for 4 shiy sisei ns with
the ¥IT Corus, but the weather continued to be bad = The bowb line
ont the 7tk hud moved out «long The Moselle River to Xoblenz then U
nortn on the Rhine River. Tae armored column cooperation was sched}ed
witn the 4th Armored which the ALO reported as last being 4 miles
west of ¥ayen. The bomb line came in %o give enough space should the
armored boys really push out. The sguadrons were put on a 1 hour
zlert. Lt. Col. Douglas told the boys to be especlally watchful as
they apyroached the Rhine with only 4 ship fiignhts, The Laachsr
Iake field might still be operationzl. There was No flying during
the two days.

The very exciting news of the Remagen bridgehead across the
Tudendorf bridge which was accomplished on the 7th was a great and
welcomed surprise. The weather still persisted as unflyable on the
8th.

MISSIONS # 425,26.....Armored Column Cooperation - But Weather Inter-
fereS.,ees

The briefings for the 9th of March were for armored column
cover., The Tirst mission was led by Zaj Crisp. They contacted the
XII Corps, then the 4th Armored, but couldn't raise hiw on the radio.
Due to the solid overcast from about 400-4000 feet, itiwas decided
to bring the bombs back and jettison them in the designated zreas
south of the field, ' .

The sec nd mission was led by Lt, Petrie, but they found a solid
overcast and couldn't work with the ground contrcller. The flight
was released zné flew a recce in the Koblenz-Limbourg arez., They
found a locomotive and 50 cars at Zollhaus. The train was stopped,
but no damage was inflicted, There was guite a bit of rail activity
southeast of Koblenz,

KISSTON # 427.....ATmed Recce....Lt. Loeb Leaves For U.S.

4t 1256 om the 10th, Maj Crisp led a sguadron mission going on
armed recomnnaissance., They contacted one of the XIX TAC controllers
who tracked them to the Koblenz area, The 11 planes flew over a solfid
overcast layer and finally found a small hoie. The town of Kzmberg
was believed to be bombed, starting e fires in the center of The
town. This was the only mission for the day.

1st It. John ¥. Loeb left the sguadron to start on his way
back to the U.S.A. being trunsferred to the Z.I.

ZEISSTON # 42B..eee.iTmed ReCCeLuoessnse

March 1lth had a briefing for the sauadron to hit some barracgs
type buildings near Kirkel., However, the weather didnti pernit any
flying. On the 12th, the 0830 briefing was for the same target.

The pilots stood by for better weather since the recce called for
forms, Mainz, Bingen, Kalserslautern, The ALO told us that 2 more
bridges.;had been put up across the Raine in the vicinity of the
origlnal one at Remagen. The syuacron was finally released from
operations for the day. )
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] OE-K§rch 13tk, the briefipg was held at 060C. The target - the
same Kirkel barracks area., Tnere wasn't much news about the fronts

The mission was held up on orders from cormand. There was no take )
off all morning and finally one was celled in for 1400. ¥aj crisﬁ
1ed.this ons-as thney headed oubt on course towards the tarzet. dJust
as the major started to go down on the target, he spobtted the civil-

ian hospltal markings and called on the R/? for no one to boub it.
Instead, the sguadron procesded easiward where some of the bays
bombed a concertration of about 30 cars, 8 miles borth of Kalsers-
lautern. Others bombed another train just sout!l: of Kirchhieim
Bolanden getting £ direct hits with a large sxplosion and attotal of
13 cars destroyed. o )

Another mission kad been briefed and ready to jo alter the
planes had been serviced. This had to be scrubbed because ol the
traffic being heavy on and over the field whicn prevented them from
taking off in time to get back to base at the scheduled time before

£00-452,....Definite Targets and Toss Bombing...0ne Year
gombateesencss

jarch l4th was the beginning of the Group!'s second year of
combat operations. ILast year this-day the unit becaue operational
by flying the first mission over eneny territory when the group Ilew
g Fighter sweep {rom Fngiand to Germapn occupied France. The 429th
Squedron mission today was briefed t» go after the storage ware-
houses neer Nonbabaur. %The 397th was ©o hit the hutment area near-
by. The sguadron was going to use the -76 white phosphorus bombs
for the first time. L. Col. Carbine was zoing to lead the two
sguadrons going out together. our sgquadron was going out as top
cover. 14aj. Davis mentlioned the puiiding up of the bridge head
across the Rhine and the.Tact That about 60 out of 120 enemy nlanes
attempting to bomb the bridge had been shot down by aa fire. There
was regrouping on Tthe fronts and the Seventh Army was building up.
¥aj mast told of the E/A which were coming up from the Frankfurt
ares and travelling szlong the aubtbaln towards the bridgehead in
attacks.

Gapt. Loughary and the boys got set in the squadron $5-2, S-3
site. He led the squadron. When they arrived at the btarget, the
12 bombed the briefed target, getting 5 direct hits. The boys felt
thet they could have done bebter with the Gp bombs. This Was capt.
joughary's Lirst operational flight since he returned from his leave
to the U.S.A.

The next mission was a Toss Bombing led by Lb. petrie, with Lts.
paubert, Wawgener and soderlund. Recce planes were to acconmpany
them to take photos before and after the bombing. Dr. Whitwon and
ur. gotter were on hand %o give the boys last minute details on
sight settings and they were off to the planes. The target was the
Hoppstadten fuel depotl. They got to the target and bombed by using
the briefed long building edjacent to the railroad as the aiming
point. “There were no direct hits but close enough o inflict some

danigge .
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The third mission <or tne day, led by "aj Crisp, was To yo on
ine same ermed recce as the mornLn° mission; but a hot sarget was
calied in - a supuly depot south of Boppard, on their fl;st leg
out on the recce. When the sguadron started to bomb the briefed
peint they heard the 395th call for help against 3% enemy aircraft
south of Ifainz. The boys bombzd rurﬂlealv, starting e lar:e fire in
tiie woods uxere, wrize ¢lie a-d his {1ifht bombed some bar ges. They
climbed out ard headed for the battle. However, when ther arrived,
it was all cver. The results were called in at the critiqus after
the miaaion &s 4 T/4 destroyed by ihc 328%h, of which TH. Col.
Douzlas _otr O, and € Tor the  ©7ih. It was as il fale nead wl"nneu
it r'or the group to get such = mission on its anniversary date.

ine 4tn and inst mission Zor t.e day was azain le. by Th. vesric
anu the Anber ilig:n This $in ey went alfer tlhe Fschenau rail-
rcad, Erev =071 . tha: : zporouc: but most bomons tell
s¢ovu 1L TSOn W s U e critique o ges nls information

wes - at the Totel _‘ational in ietz

for e ocEUn ;_ » Grouy It war a very nice aflair. TPainer
Cieary introducel & very 004 siiell 1TSH Uroure wWhich was very en-
tertainin;,, &s wWar the bandts dance musiec, The local voun lrdies
ulu° SOme NUTLes Wer invited to atiena. OQur Vin. Comriander,

igadier “teneral 3anders, visitad the arialir or a while. The

evenin. was hi;hlldﬁted Py the presentatim oif tie big cake wich one
candle To coruremorates tixe ammiversary, wihich Li. Col. Psrejc cutb.
The Fa(re!s Tew words Were very exoressive as ke injected his owm
vhrases minqled wicia the Preernble to tie Sonstitution. It was very

ell nuv.

LISSTUS = 485 bo 438....8pneciflc Targecs...And Toss Bomb1nu......

Briefing vook uJlsece ot Ou3{ on the 1lpth. 4 definite target wa
to e hit on toe Lirst mission, led by capt. Ioujhary. It was the
Bubzbach Ordnance Depol, norbth of Franitfurt after wilch they wvere
to pull an arned recce So tie east and north. gapt. Zeinthial rend
about yesterday's encow.ters ou E/g and coimmznd!'s warning: to expect
E/s tormations us to 40 In nwber east or the zhine. Lha seventh
ATy was starting soustling in ths sosutu. ] . .

Capt. Lougnary ac. btae rest.oi the sguacron Wers alrburng at
(£54, 1% sniss bombed-up witzx 1 x o0 1o. (=79 eaech, und =« sains as
toy cover. <3etting to the target, they bombed and ot «mly one .
direct hit on a buildan. Sw:af::_nU nea>by, tnuey destriryed a locomwotive
and a s’.’r‘ltcnlnu sngine., After a recce, they set course Tor noue.

the next mission was a Toss-Bombing, Tt. Pesrie to lead. The 2
nhoto“recce planes landed alt <he base ana went to the briefing with
tie boys. The tar et was the Bliessen Amao Duwmp, nortnwgst of‘st.
Wwendel, Tney arrived over the tar _et and yent down on_lt: Tne’
building which they usea as an aiming point was at leadt dama jed
aiter LLey 200 vhrouphi bomoing, with 4 hits very close t? it.

Gapt. Tullls led thse next mission after the planes had been

1.
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servicsd immediately by their crews. The target briefed on was the
barracks area just west of Llaing. The terget was bombed with results
difficult to estimate. One plane bombed the airdrome 2% Ober {lnmer
Wald. Taking the armed recce, the boys came upon 12 enemy aircrafs,
mostly Ju-87+'s covered with brush, sitting on the Limburs airdrome,
Straffing these, they destroyed 3 and probably 3 more.

The next Toss Bombing mission went after the Fishbach Railroad
Bridge, a few miles southeast of ¥irn. 2 of the boubs probably cut
the eastern approach. Photos were taken before and after this one,
too. Vhen they returned, the same 4 pilots, Lts. Petrie, wolimsarn,
Waegener and Taubert, went after their next target for the day, This
time it was the Laubterecken Railroad bridge. The bombing of this one
was poor with nc hits observed.

The last mission For the day, led@ by capt. Loughary, wents after
the group of buildings south of Werheim and at the north edge of whe
woods north of Bad Homburg. The 10 bombed-up shins did a 5004 job
here. 1t, willie Dunbar got direct hits in the courtyerd of the zroup
of buildings. Puildings were set on fire from the bombing before the
boys came home.

Four new pilots joined our squadron this day - 2nd T.ts. maward D.
Storms, Kiltoa B. Wichols and F/0's Harold 1*. Hansen, &nd Donald i,
Harriman.

L ISSIONS # 439-446....Variety or Missions,...Dixon Jets an FW-180C.0..
Bridgehead Yover.......

Briefing for the first missiof on the 16th was called for 0630
hours. #here was a specific target scneduled - the Mains Barracks
area. It. oOlson was to lead the 12 ship squadron, he ATQpointed
out the XII Corps crossing of the Moselle between Cochem ang Koblenz,
and driving south with the 4tk Armored spearheading. 4n unconFirmed
report of our troops in Bingen was mentioned. The 10th Arnmored was
also ready to exploit ang breakthrough southeast of this aerea,

Lt. Olson and the rest of the rilots kooked over the photographs
of the barracks area which was a Possible supply dump west of I"ainz,
then went out to their planes, started engines and took of?f. When
they arrived over the target area, only 1 bomb Fell out of the target
area. 3Several bul.dings were set on fire. Going én their armel recce,
they caught 8 train at Nliederhausen and destroyed its locomotive by->
streffing. TIn the vicinity of ‘Veisbaden, Lt. Howie spotted =n TI-180
beneath them. He was leadin; yellow iii_ht a2t the time ani they went
down after it. Howie z0t on him Fivst and put .50s intys the I/its
tail. UVhen he began to run outs of ammunition, he called For someone
to get aiter it. Lt. Dixon wss the someone who put the” finighing
touches on. He shot the my 180 down as it went into the town o7
Welsbaden. - ) ]

The next mission was 2 & ship Toss bombing mission, led by 1%.
Petrie. Their torget was tihe Wolfstein Storage Depoﬁ, accompanied by.
2 photo recce p-8lis. This target was nlastercd with xgsll§n; ?asu%ts.
The photo seen the next day showed the exSensive wamage inilicted and
the fire started. Aall bits were well concentrated.
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gapt. Iougiery led e next
Tto o aiter trne suspected supnly
coan ed just before tiie 2f.. Taed
wict Toe controllers ror ruriker instructions
were szrV.cea Lna bBiloses up, Tiiey book ofi anid
been directed to tue vicinity ol Slesbumy, Trer 1o
veinlcles wixlern thier bonded and straled. Rert rontar
found an open ./'P workshovo wilch taer clobbersd. 1t

1ittle trouble and 1a. t: belly in near erfancer, abkout
south of !lerziz. e revurned B> Tthe sgquadron in the evenlin
o. the jeeps rsrom sz uwnit which picitel him up, -

The alert ships were sent np at 120¢ to try e
plane and t.ien checked bo. ies Ifor the constrollisrs.
his Toss Bombers Ilew out te atiacls the long snan bria
kenbach-jrunstaat Rell line. Hesulbs of this one were
the tracks possibly cut at the noriheasteryn ap roach.

capt. Tuilis lex a 12 snip bridzehead Pabral misslon over I
Remagen arsca. The weatiier was poor whik2 tnaey were ~ut there. IT
was' very uneventful. The next mission was enccuer & shi: Toss Rming
led by Lt. Petrie. Their target was the possible su., 1y csntey in
the Port just west of dainz. There were no hits on tue Iord, but
one of the snall bulldings was hit south of the Farget starting s
fire and black smoize. The last plane wo lang were the & led b It.
Eansen on an s2lert scramble ©o check a red P-3<¢. “his alert was un-
eventiul, too.

Taere was no activity on lfarch 17th. The weather was bad, bdbut
zood snoush for local flying. The new pilots flew witn some o: the
boys for oriesntation in lformaticn flying and tactics. Cpsraetiens
receives a c¢all that I'aj. Baer, Capt. Tullis and L. Ksrcaner had
received the Silver Star, and gapt. ¥enry, Lits. Busenbsris, 3ixonm,
Dunber, Hansen, Johnson and Rrigendine received the Distinguished

Flying Cross.
KISSIOHS # 447-429,.....8Briefed Zarzets And Armed Recce.....

Briefing was neld at 0700 on the 1Sth. Yhe 38cih snd 387tk
Squadrons were going oub together after railroad bridzes near the
Edder Take arsa. The squadron's bridze was bebwsen Aroisen and
Vollmarsen, northwest of Kassel. Lt. Col. carbine wss to lsad the

i squadrons, with Ca»t. Touzhary leading our boys. The ATO nentioned
the lengthéning and widening of the bridsehead end told us cbout a
spsn of the bridge collapsing. ‘The XII Corps conbineed its drive
soutn from its crossing of the }oselle and cepbured Bingsn shd Bad
¥reuzech. The XX gorps started going east with the 10Th Armorad,
After the colonelts briefing the squadrons left for their sites.

They headed out towsrds the bridges and picked them oub. Trne squad-
ron's results Were at least 5-8 hifts on or very closs to it, U of
them being put on ths target by Lb. Zercimer. ILt. Dixon went dowmn
on the dsck to recce the bridge and took pictures of it. The bridge
was down and the rails ripped apart. Coming homse, Lt. Boderlund

had to land at Trier, but he rebtupned right sway.
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HISSIONE ¥ £47-440.......Continued....... -

: . Tne next mission was briefss %0, ;o after the siores derot south-
- east of Weisbaden and then to perform an armed recce towards Liubur:.
1 Cant. Tullis led this one, but tas briefeu target vas coveresd by - j
1 Svercast, They found a marsihalling yard at lcddelaun, just off e :

] exst bank of the Rhine. All bombed here wish exce.lenc resulis L
3 destroying freiit cars, Zevting at least © rail cuts ani one 2 ;
. L%. Campbell's bombs hit an oil car setting il ablaze,. :
: The third and last mission of the day was led by gapt. Loughery,
3 They were not to carry any bombs dbut to cover ths sane recce area as
3 the ouizer missions dig., T.e Fermans were reported tryin. to complete
3 2 pontoon bridie across the Rhine west oo Lainz and tney were asked

to recce it., This was an o skip missinn and turned out to be tie

bsst one. There was zn overcast in the briefed arca so tihe & s.ights

: went to the ares w.ere Ripsaw had called in 2 concentration os

vehicles. In the vicinity os :usel, about . miles nortleast of st.
dendel, they worked tne whole area over witc excellent results, apt.
Llovgnaryts 11ight Tound a possible C.P. at altengien sfier spovein:

Fyw

- 3 motoreyclists coming in. They raked the place over with tneir
3 machine guns, setting at least 50 enemy soldiprs running around in the

g courtyard. They also roimd transports on roads andi rii tiie Jerry of
3 trese. Hed 113134, led by Lb. Kerchner, found and destroyed £ smail

taniks some vehiicles plus about & ammmizion tricis vhich kswt ex-
d ploding. Our own trooos were seen about 10 miles northwast of the
3 area tiey worwed over.

FISzTONS # 250-4505.44....Briefed Tarjets...Newspapers...Special Farzet.. E
3 Harca 19th brought briefing a:°'0630. The tar et was the Vleis-
3 ’ baden Stores Depot, Lt. Olson to lezd the Squadron, carrying the j-
' 76 boabs., Capt. Courtwrisht pointed out the probable position of the
4%th armored and the attempt to cldse a trgp on itne Jerries beiwsen 3
the Bkine and the Saer. The sgaadron was Tirst of for e day ut ;
{75z,
They arrived over tie tzrget and bowbed it with Sood resulits.
& couple of hits were in the briefed ares with t.ie vest in the
general area. A iive was started with black smoke pourin,, up. Teking E
thieir recce area in the Limpurz-foblenz-Bin.en route, the boyrs ]
destroyed 5 locomoilves.
A new tar;et-was assiznea to tne second mission led by Cart.
Tullis - the #rosshavheim Supply vepot just southeast or ¥anaun., The
U5tn was to ;0 after a target nabkh of Frankiurt afier whick the S
sguadrons werc to recce towards Fulda. When they bombed this supply
: depot, the sguadron hit tiie northern end or the depst very well.
»indis, rail novement, they destroved end damazed one locomotive
each.
The next mission was a leafle® mission with 1I%t. Peirie to lead ;
tne delivery. They dropped btheSe stmespherically itused bombs over :
3 Idar, Oberstein, rauterecken and Ieisenheim. When the mission re-

burned thwey reportec our troops close to all tne towms which they 4
cwen L to.
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The third omc w r L5 Srisy T tiier unevertful
ratrol, they stmafed -2 = troving the loco-
motive., Capt. Tullis ama the T S siid 2 them and tais
mission received peril:siosn o .o & ‘Be . ts, destroying ax
2il $ruck ana soue /TS SB. d : { t 82 2 flights cave
inwvo ti.e area, Thelir's wvas a v unevua‘iul L’SS-O”. 1%, col.
Douglas led t2e next one. clew nesr the eritheim airfield vhere
:;cy spotted enemy planes nar; and one conin. in to land, The
Iiak defenses didnt!'t nems:it n i Refuore comin: home they
straf'ee. some Irel;tt cars. “ne was another very wnevantful
one, 'aj. Orison 1eadln~ it.

Tne last mission was the Y8 Fot-Iocks, or 0ld 3oys "ission'.
Ccapit. Tuilis ced ilhils., s planes were bombad uy witin 500 pownders.
Tirg line-up: Caobt. Tullis, LT. Davis; Japt. Ostuw, It.

ca.t. Iouzhary, Li. retrie, Capt. <yerson {his _st since coming back
from nis leave) and Lt, (lson. Tnis sguaaron 1levw close coordination
with the 4th Arwored. fiiey arrived in ithe battle arca and werse

asked to bomb the town of Hahn. Complying, the boys put @ ous of
their 10 bombs into the town, stsrting same Tires., 7t. Olson hadn's
pombed Fet wnen tlie controller called and asked hin vo bomb the

Town of uLberstadt. He put his bomb into this town and started &

Tire nere, too. O{ne flizkt alsos strafed this town belore sewting
course for home. oComing in to iand tney had their navigation

lights on.
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SRCRET
S;UADROY EISTCRY
LISSIONS # 265-47Z¢sese .Continuedss s

During the sfternoon, word came in over the radio that crossings
of the Rhine were bheing made up north in the vicinity of Wesel by
Britigh, Canadians, ¥inth srmy and wmits of the Allied Airborne Army.

MISSIONS # 473-475,....FToss Pombing Sackenbach Railroad Bridge....

The 25th was a toss bombing day. The 0545 brisfing gave the
Sackenbach railroad bridge northeast of Lohr as the target. The
planes were carrying 1000 pounders under the belly. Naj. Orisp was
leading the first one for the day. Capt. Courwright gave the situs-
tion with a new crossing of ths nhine south of Koblenz. <+he bridge-
heads uwp north and the Third's were being expanded.

Trne pilots Zot set Tor the mission down on tag line and lerft ifor
their planes. They arrived at the target and bombed. Host of %
bombs wouldnt't relsase on toss; which must have been due to the
solonoid type of bomb release that the planes had for Toss bombing
with such 2 heavy bomb. There was only one hit on the side ol the
eastern approach by Naj. Crisg wiich bowed the % rails. THearby,
they found some 1°/Ts and strefed tnem.

Gapt. Loughary led another mission alter the same bridge since
it hadn't been kmocked out. They got to the tarizet and bombed 1%,
ceusinzg only slignt damage. Nost of thne boys had to bomb direct or
try azain on Toss after their first run. After sirafing a train
nearby, they set course ror home. They saw our troops between
Darmstadt and pschaflfenburg.

#aj. Crisp led z third mission after the same target, but tnis
time they were going o bomb direct without the use of the ATBR
eguipment because of the weight of the boub. Witk this try they
rendered thé bridse unserviceable., The tracks at the east end wers
cut., ¥aj. Crisp got a hit close to the north side of the brid;e
causing & break in the concrete and kmocking pileces of it on too of
the bridze. He went down to look at the damage before setting out
for home. Odie Eyerson strafed 2 train east of Ascnarfenburz on ire
way home.

During all these missions, photo recce planes accompanied the
squadron to taize photos before and after the bombing. L. Kerchner
was placed on duty with Group Combat (ps for & while. A4 year ago
tnis aate the Tnunder Bums came across the enemy air oppositicn for
tne first time claining 1-0-5.

TISSI NS # 476,77.....ArHed Recce....LT. I'yers Killed from JUulPesa.s

oL iiarch 26th, briefing was set at 0300 for an armed recce with
260 1b. freg bombs. The boys were to luok for rail movements
between Giessen, Marburg, and Lauterbach. Before entering and
leaving the area, they were To contact toe XTI COorps in casc There
were any bargets. Capt. Ostuw was leadin,, the mission. They took
off as scheduled but had to turn back from the Rhine due to the vexry
bad weather conditions.

4 brielfing was held for a second mission to accomplish the

£

€

CCe. 2pt. Loughery led this one after waiting all morning on &
hour alert. :
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SGUADRQOY EISTOPRY
[iISsSIous # £76,77..0 .. Continued,.....

A1l planes were up abt 1321. The weather was $oo bad for good ob-
servation on s recce. QOne flight bombed Kamberz while others
bombed a train, scme Ireight cars, then strafed and destroyed 2
locomot.ves, The controller told them of a rerman radio siation
north of Kaiserslaubern which was eiving hiw trouble with Bamming
but they were tosc far from the vieinity.

In the morning, It. George Fyers went wy on & test hop and was
zoing to fly to the bomb rangze when he had to bail out of the air-
plane. 4 report had i¢ that the plane was on fire, He hit the air-
plane as he jumped and the rip cord wasn's pulled. Tt. Liyers was
killed 2s a result of this. 3Tis good spirit shall always be re-
membered,

IS # 478... ... 471Ed DECCE. e e,

Briering wamnt't until 1245 on the 2Vth. it was for an armed
Yecce with frass sowards Fuldsa. The new bomb line was hegading east-~
weard almost up to Lohr. all was . going well at the fronts., Sonme ’
elements were reported in Schweinfurt bui they were pulled baclk,

Tne sguadron went oub to the area, led by ¥aj. Crisp. They came
upon & marshelling yard at Jossa, soutieast of Steinau, wvhere many
freight cars and 2 switehing engines were spotted. most of the boys
. bombed here, destroying 1 locomotive and quite a few freight cars,
AfTter worikipm this marshalling yard over, P-5lts of the 354th Fighter
Group contacted the zquadron and led them to tie Steinau area where
they bombed the town with the 4 remainins bombs, then strafed
vehicles slongside of the buildings. Pires were stzrted in the town,
Kearby trey strafed other vehicles and atso destroyed a tank. %here
was scattered vehicular activity. South of Fulda many buildings

had white markings and civilians were seen coming down the raad
southeast from Steinau. There was fair to poor visibility in the
target area and a ceiling of only 4-6,000 feet. They stayed under
this all the time, comingz home in the rain.

S # 479, 480440 BSCOTE, v . ATHED RECCE. 0 a.w.nu.

In the morning of the 28th, gapt. Ostuw was scheduled o lecd
the squadron on an escort mission with mediums 50in; o a tar et
soutneast of* Schweiniurt. The weabher was poor, but they were to
take olf anynow. At the briefinz, the ALO told of our troops rignt-
ing in tne soutsern part of ¥rani:furt below the lain kRiver. 4Wae push
out from toe bullt up Remagen brid_ chead was s0ing very well, one
aryuored coliumn spproaching Weisbaden. The escort mission was helid up
Tor & 1itile while but was then permitted to take off. “hey were
late at the rendezvous noint bub ncadeu towards tiae mediwsst tarjget
and plcked up £ A-Z6ts comipg out. They escorted these nack and
left tiem when well in freindly territory.

The secona mission was to be an srmed recce wivaout buibs in
the Tombur,~-ersfeld-7iessen area, Primarily, toer wer: to go a.ter
road trexfic. Capt. Loughary led this mission. Vhen taey arrvived
over tag friessen area close to BIUC uixed venicles ena tanis were
wr.ing, 5o Lot gerrles out of tl.e vay of our auveieln: solwms.
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raren o0th briugut a 1030 briefin;,. It was for an gscort
mission With B-2Z6'!s. The squadron was to rendezvous with the mediuvas
over lsacher Lake and toen TO escort them to btheir target north of
Fehweinfurc. Capt. Loughary was to iead tnis one. The ALQ save The
situabion ana renarked about Pirst Armyrs drive to She nortih and
aboud tns Tignbing in Franwiurt. ~he orizinal taxe ofif wns postnoned
2 hours, und all planes were uw by 141: Tor the wen. ner was expected
o be bebbter abcut that time. ATber salting thelr rendezvous & little
earlier tnan briefed, t. had a very uneventiu. escort. 4t one
time thney started Ho elimb in an overcast ana didn't break out vhen
tine; rcacned 1lw,0C0 reet, so they came do¥n again, ilew. ©To neet tne

bombers coming out and toolk Them back.
A new pilot joined btre squadron tkis day - ist Lt., James S.

witcnell.
HISSTONS # 462,83,54.....ATMEC HECCE, variety of Tarsets....

The early brisiing on the last day of the month was for armec
reconneissance oiter escort mission was scrunbed.
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T@e sjquadron's area wWas bebween Kassel, Bebrs, ®ulda, and Veustadt,
1z snips were bombed ux are £ used as top cover. The AT(Q read soume
SLAET ennouncement about the big baz ol prisoners. Iranklfurt was
practlically all cleared.

The Tirst missiom was led by j. Criss., They flew the recce,
but didnt'i find @ugh enemy activilty. Suspecting some worehouses or
Egrracks ty;e bu}lqlngs in tie vicinisy oi Bischorshaim, theg bombed
these and then strared some vehicles nearvy. Qur Troops were seen
in ta1e outskirts of ¥assel and Hersield.

Tne sccond mission, led by Capt. Ostuw, was a very sood one.
TFlying in the area east orf Kassel, they spotted & trains moving north-
ward between Oberrieden and Hoheneiche. The bsys went down on these
and destroyed tne & locomoiives by straliing, since they weren't
carrying bomos. 2 singzle locomotives nearby were siiot av and damaged.
Lt. Jones spotited some lignt-skinned vehicles on flat cars of one
train and destroyed 3 of these. Near Raboch vhey found a concentra-
tion of camouiliageu vehicles, destroying 7 and damagin: 5 more. 18
more /Ts were destroyed svout 15 miles easi of Kassel,

Tne last nicsion Cfor the month was led by Capt. Lougnary. “Yhey
conldntt stay in the area very long because of the time. Howev ¥,
taey Tound some jerry vehicles sast of Tulda. Lbt. Qulman caugat a
halftrack and gasoline truck, M"alfred " Schnsdler chased & rotor-
cycle then they procesded to rake through 5 vehicles headin: east.
iney worked over some moOre scailtered enemy egquipment thnen headed Tor
home, comwletingbhe 9lst mission for the record month of iarch.

A dance was held at tne 0ificers ¢ilub in the evening, with a
Special Service band susplyinyg the music.

larch showed what tne increased tempo for the Battle of
Cermany led to. The sguadron flew close coordination with the YII
Corps in ths early part of the montn atr which time excellent sir strikes
and teamwork was displayed. The commendations which came through
were manifest oi the Thunder BumsY part in tne ApAir-ground team.
General Patton's nen swept across tihwe Kyll River towards the Bhine,
then south to clean out the Germans west of the River. During this
vhase, our boys flew against targets in tfront of the troops. The
Remagen Bridgehead wis seccured by the First Army and the Phird crossed
later in the month soutn of yainz. The battle kept gainin; more
momentum witik: the rush into Cermany eas® of the Bhins. The 7AW was
hii by our sguadron with 1-0-2 claims. Agein, tie missions varied‘-
sAir-ground Coordination, Toss Bombing, Briefed Targets, Escort, Patrol,
ard Rail cutting. The sqguadron lost 1t. iyers, killed. Tt. Jonmy
Loeb retupned to the PY.8. and Capis. Lyerson and (stuw returned from
their leaves and are Ilying Thunder Bums agein. By the end of tne
nontih, all bridzeheads from tae 2lst Army Sroup down bhrough the 6th
ATMYy Iroup were expanded and going very well.
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