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DIBSICN 4 £9.... Dive 30 Lir ., Jj

On ay lst, br elin_ was called ior 0750. vhe varget lor the
uis: on wes the larshalling; Yard at s, ghisisin, AL 0815, the
squadron was alrborme, witl: Li. ¥owie on is Tirst opserational flight.
They zot the target as brisfed nnd dive bombed the marsialiinz yard
witli very _.sod resultbs.

LISSZ0N # 50ss4e. Dive Bombin .

nme AL 1830, thie [roup was briefed on another mission ior the dayr,
this,the) were goin to dive bomb tire aArres ‘arsnalling Yards.
The squadron ucolk-ory, joined with the _roupn and seb course for i-e
continent, :

2nd Lbt. Familton, of Iouis ITIT, as he is relerred to by ire
ress, staried dovm the runway but was {ovced ofl. Te swerved Lo tle
riht o avoid hittin, a paricd plane. By this time he had Seined so
muchh sneed That he tnok-olf. o keep from cras..in; inte plane~ paried
in a dispersal erea. Iouis pulled up to miss a rangar, bubt hit it,
damaging the lending gear, getbing a vole in the ri_nt aileron =nd
shecrin: oIy halfl of the »i:znht horizontal stsbilizer and ail of the
right el-ovator. slter the groun was well on its way out, T.ouis decided
he would pelly land the plane on The field..then those who were on the
ground ..eard this, btiie sweatiln out perlod besan. Althouzh he had
poor evontrol over the dama_ed airecralt, he ¢id a swell job hellyin.:
it in. As the alrolanme ap .roached The runway, all of us who were so
tence aboubt the whole situation yelled out te Iouis to take it easy,
as il the voilces could be henrd., Just as soon os tie airplane camc ©o
a nalt, all the spectabors rusited out to the spot ©3 see how Touls
wvas. It was a relief to see nim et out himeelf and act as calmiy as
if there was nothing o it.

“he misvion was accomplished uneventfully, the resulis oI e
pombln, bein_ fa'r. :

The con-imatlons ofinthe encounters which trhe pilnts et with
on Iarcr 25%h came tnrouglh to the sguadron, Jiving; aj. pourzlas one
Probably desiroyocua FI-100 and one dama_.ed B, Capt, "Bone! Hyers got
himself a destroyed IE - 179, It. Kenry, now at zroup S-5, was awarded
one damajec fW-193, Lt. Laersen g damaged 190 and LE. gambiin a damazed
m~-120. The confirmrilon came Throush from I¥ ASC, report ;# 14 dtd
30 April 1944, (Coples not available)

WISSION # 3l....... Dive Rombing.

There wes an overcast in the morning of the 2nd bubt at 1000,
sroup held a briefing for the g%ére bombing of the marshalling yards
at aulnoye. Thic was the first,tie planes were zoing to carry 50C 1b
bombs for the attack. After the briefing the oilots rode directly to
the line and by 1140 they were airborne. The bombing results were
excellent, three dibect hibts observed on the large engine repair
shop in the yards,




2 S e a Nive Tombin

Ty 1420, in tlie afternoon ol the 2nd, the scuadrn .as
notiried via tie ouos phone that briefin; was to be held at 1430.
Arier rur. n.. o roup Lo et the details, wo Jound cut that tie
targ et was tne umarsialilin: wvard ot Tourcsin
jusi a litile rest hetwesn the two missiones :
ovder come in. The resulis oo ; fgir, A cri
held =t wour alter une boy:s came holie. < vt otalle Long
or thenr to ¥hit the =ach® alter supper.
noon the next day,

in two days tine, there vere Iou
direcuved at .ersiialling yards with the g »

g te disrupt and crinnle e enel) P ok Lon

Thne weabther on the 3rd wasutt too uood %o Z1ly in. Ve w

rrleaced until daybreak lhe Tolilowing day. Jurin: the day,

g eruuent wierc Nenerzl

e
Oy
Yt

cussed, ~“hevr also :ot the oprortunity to cee some ol iic ©0 &L
ili shiovwlo, our ilots shooiln. un lscomotives and frie o trains
Worshwestern Francea,

AT T e v v« v« s SOIIC TO¥Ye Practice fserisl gover Tor A L

_roup was o participate in anether exercise on Tal 4th.
slbhough. 1z was ¢ very cioudy day, the sane tie of relavs as ere
Ciown towards the end of April in conjuncition with ti:e csbtablishment
0i a beachhead, the scguadron tosli-ofi $o cover tihe area In tle vicinity
o: Selsey Rill., Qur boys flew two niesions but were recalled at 1140
due tQ the veatier. then, arter 1400, we were on a 18 ninmuie alerd
call, :he scuadron was releused by 12QC0.

L IS8T 3F 35ee.s.s  Dive rmombing

i

Tne DR missions continued. At tihe {730 briefing,
e
[V}

lesrned thas it was Loo cover for the sSther two scuadrons joing

%0 release oieir borbs at tre Somain i ars:aiking Tards. end Tt. Tenry
I.. GQlson was oing to Z1ly nis Tirst operational mistion with the

sq adron as [ ajs Dou_last wing aan. olie is our "Fiznter pilot and
con;ressman', a2s the boys put it. The scuadron was up at 0207 and
Gormn st 1120 hours. The bombing resulis were unobserved Ifor the most
part because o:r the 6/10 cloud coverage over the target. gol., Yyers
and I'aj. Pereso held tue critigue for t.e entire groun.

SLLRION # 34.... Another Dive Bombing

¢on i'ay 7th, another dive bo-bing was t. micsion for the day.
4% 0730, briefing starsted. The tabget - Vamur Marshalling Yards. waj.
Perego was to lead the _roup and fiy vith our sguadron. Maj. Douglas
wi.d Gast. Sparks held a squadron briefiing &t 0800 afier which time all
went out to their plands, sterted the e¢nzines of the rhunderbombers,
and then we could all hear ithe cubt8out of each encine almost immediately.
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D4 ... (Sontrd)

ion had been pocot

That afternoon, aiter the pilots hod retnrned ivo: <he nission,
“ajor jou_las, w.0 hua been away Lo o nierence with gol. 17 yers ond
tie otner two Sguadion gorrionders at ni _her lLeadouar.crs, let e
boys in on . uwiscion which was nending Usr tie _roup to take —art in.
YWe were to accomplish one in direct support of B-26 bombears wnich
weire bo atback The larshalling Yards at calais - the hoti: st spot on
the i goast of Prance. Every hime the nilots looked at thn. Flak
overla, on. the msp ther alwars remerked how 1o stay avay from there.

Gol. leyers, having the necessary inirmation, sriefeu tie
group on the set-up for the mission should it ceme in the next day or
s0. The Zguadrons vere o dive-bomb two flak Jun battery eimlacetents
To destroy them. (ne was rituated on the coaszt sboui tiree niles a
of Galais and the otiher 8-sun emplacesent was o 1itile rore iniand,
The golonel stres:ced the im ortsnce of timing in the wholc nroblen.
As thre B-Zds were ;oin. o malkte thaeir oo b-rur in saleis nrover, our
boys wers to dive bomb the selected tar;ets.

In order tc prectice the timing and dive bormbinr, there was an
exercise nission %o be flown in the late afternoon, with the Syne of
formation %o be nsed over Calais. Two souadron formati-ns of £4 nlanes
€ac:: Were To ciicle ine fileld, head out to »/¥ with tie boumbers,

vwalt the call =ign and tne head wown to thc tarzet range nsar
Orfordness. The 32¢vh mas to furnish ei:ht P-47s ©to each o the other
squadrons. All nlanes wure o carry 100 1b. practice bombs. Take-of?
was at 1i37, the rendezvous peins made of. =radwfll, on th:e east
coast of England. Trom there they escorted the 26s to rriordness at
wolch point thelr left thie bombers rnd came home to base. Nur P-47s
didn't bomb because the formation was too close and soue were over a
tovm. They returned by 2035.

FISSI0Y # 3544e.. - Dive 2ombin g

I'any anticinated the galais deal to coume on the 8th, but
instead the Target for the day was the railroad bridie just west of
Sedan. The _roun arrived over the tarjet a little errly and bombed
rith fair resulis. gs far as could be determined one nit actualdy
psnetrateu one side of the bridree at the center by either Capt.
I'cTachlan or I.t. guilcy. All were down by 1810 at chilbolton.

+ AESLUEARTC., OF AIM UIZIDALS OIF 07 0F [ AY B AJOR SETERAL GUESALA....

After susver on vhe 8ti, all the »ilots went back to the hubs
to dress in their blouse: and ninks. A big occaSion was to take
place bthat evening &t E045. gur gom .endin. General of tie IX Fighter
Commsnd come to 7hilbolion to meke tie presentations himself,

7ach squadron detailed o nlatoon of enlisted men plus a
nlatoon leader who giaced i emselves avout on the grassy rield
s 0B
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SGUADRON HISTORY

PRESENTATION OF ATARDS {(CONT'D)eueurn..
imwediately in front of the Control Tower. The sun was just about to
set and the vhole scene took on its military aspect with the sin_le
row of officers "front andg center” to accept tie awards from rajor
General guesaua, wearing his two stars recently recieved. gol. reyers
wearing his easles for the Tirst time, accompanied Gen. guesada to
the reviewers position in front of the vhsle rormation., gur Colors,
with its suard, was centered in she platoon formasions. wor the back-
sround, yuite some aistance behind, we very appropriately had R-26s
and p-47s.

OQur pilots had the thrilled look about them as the ceremony
proceeded. Col. ieyers received his D.F.C. and Air Fedal with
congratulations from the general. Feneral opuecada went rizht down the
line congratulatin: each pilot and ninning the awards to their blouses.
then he spproached Tt. ftuilty, The ¥id, he asxed, "How cld are you,
‘son?" "rwenty years, gir", was gpikes quick reply. "wow did you get
into this racketo! Quilty hesitated for a moment as if trying to find
an ansvwer and then answered, "I don't know, Sir.n ¥ls excitement lseft
him without words. ’

ATter the presentations, feneral Quesada s:oke to all, telling
us how good a record the sPoup as a whole had earned or itself.
Stressing everyone's job, he related hovw much more work we were going
to have still in olaying our part to defeat Lne enemy. Darkness had
almost set in when the occasion was over and the formations broke up
after the general left. The big smiles were on agll the nilots! faces
as they scrambled over to the truck waiting to take then back to the
hutnent area. The Tirst avards to a grand bunch of Tellows.

ra

KISSION # 36 - Dive Bomoing....... Qalsis

The 9th brought with it the very important mission for which
the boys had practiced late on the 7th. The group was to6 ‘make B/v
with the bombers, escort thenm to the E/C where they were soing o
leave ihrem and head for tae Af gun emolacements, f vredetermined
signal was made up and at the briefed time, Gol. Feyers was going to
lead one of the enlarzed squadrons consisting of 24 p-47s Icaced with
2 x 1,000 1b gp bombs, down to the inland guon emplacement, while the
otner enlsried sguadron was to &0 down o bomb the gun wvosition at the
coast, »
Col. Teyers made the grouy compleste a wide 3609 orbit over ihe
Channel after the ©-26s were secen heading out. The timing vas nerfect
for when ¢ol. rieyers hesrd the oignal everybody was on time and twen
came dovn to rhe target inland {Target 3) ancg the other squadron
going down (to mar_et ¥) along the coast. The battery at ¢ was silenced
affer the first flight bombed and the other ilijhis pub the Tinishing
touches on the guns. However, the results on tarzet ¥ were not very
accurate. The anproach was too shallow and nany bombs fell ocutside of
the target asrea. OQur sguadron got three battle-dama ed vlanes in the
attack. the flalk was heavy and accurate. Another p-47 roup had
similar targets in the calais area,

LISSTON # 37¢eeve.. Dive Bombing
[+ ¥
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2 UADRON HISYWORY
MISSUH # 070 ee.. Dive Zminling i

AT 1200, ¢ 'ay, woup oriered on & Yoball tar st in tie
ra.ion for our Squadrén, ad each of tiie other scuadrons head ti
own ifoball., The zroup was _oing in to the eceny coecot and leaving,
1t to.ether alithou i three separate eourses were to be Iollowed.
soucdron boibed our gssirnced tar_et with fairly zoo’ resudis, net
with the other swo in France and 2ll srocezded ome Lo Iie bacge.

A briefin. was held at 0615 on tre 10th Tor a deep mensiration
gscort for Tizhth Alr Torce Leavies. The groun could hove escorberd
ar o
*

i

eey =g Yorin:seicld, eriany, hadé the, not besn recalled alier
King-ofr,

s
23

JISLION # 38....... Dive Bombing

ion ior at 1400 ihe hors
hallin__ ards . gur

out a nis

were briefed o. dive voubin_ the gasbral | ars
scuadron was top cover for the Thunderbombers, with Iits Hlozier and
Yox ilyin, tieir Iiret overatiomal nission alter cmpletin: thelr
senooling. “he conbin: of the group was irom poor to fair,

LISSTION # 3%.essess Dive Romolli

A%t 1000 on ray 1lth, iaj. ~ouglee had tae opportunicy to lean
the sroup and briel then on the dive bambing ol tae mersnaliing rards
ot Tournai. Fe discusced the bomb run they would male and how they
would so down on the targeb. The planes were un at 1210, carrying 2
x 1,000 1b, bombs each. The _roup was .robably in siht of the enemy
coast wher group S-i novified the souadron that briclin, for a raurosd
wissinn would be held at 1630.

At first, when ... nilots cane home, therc vas z 1litile anubt
ag to whether they had been to the right target, bubt th.c concensus
of oninior, arser leoking at the ma: & & chodo.radh of the Tovet,
was b.oat they had been ab the risht mersliellin, Fard. 'aj. Jou reas
and Col. Tevers held wue critique.

TIS3TON 4 40...... Tscort ior R-26s

Th the ai'sernoon o the 11lth, all the invomacilon rezarcing
trhe .senrt of R-2:ds woiich rere soln, L0 thie ecleres farsialling
“arde woe brav_ bt osub in the briefing, Tie heze durén: the entire
orin wes prebby thick, on theway in, our boys saw .lany B-1%s re-
turning £row their terjels over Wurope. Just beidre the Marauders
t1ined on their TP, Th., Toniiners wLi it saw a disiressed stra;zling
==17 returnin_ home. he Tlight orbited and Jolnel the portress to
uratect it. “hile still over ‘roance, the noys in the B-17 must have
Yelu deli hte. to such an extent that they bombsd 2 airdromes in
wpance. “he rest of the mission went gs brlefed. It. Romiuigls Flight
esc wied o oo =17 as far as the I le of /isnt where they bid solong!
and headed isr home.

Tn the evening, we wore nouvi:iec that & briefing at 0515, iay

12th, would be hield in conjuncition with an exercise which was going
to be held.

7
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SQUALROE FISTCRY

TRATIINGL..... "Ea le Txercise!

Tay 1sth started very early with the brierfin. for the #n e
Lxercise! nelc at 0815, i'aj. Feregso started on ihe nroble. vidch was
in sunnort ou Jhe Tron . Carvier Gov.aend. The course and rohiezv s
was discusred, bul instead of ihe while Srovr being in on the exerclise
only lour iron sach sguadron wer: to take part. Lbs, Gstuw, Toeb and
LEyerson flew with ihe Major. The rest -7 e nilots remnained in the
Pilots room until aboud 507 and had some oreakfast which Sob. Hoanich
“evtin cooked up in his "Hashery®., The boys went to the aresz Tor some
more sleep before ihe brlei'ing which vwas sein: o be held abt 0930, 3
mission was bein: nlanned Ior the srous,

CIRCI0W f4l...... Dive Rombin:

At 0930, Har 12th the briefin, started. ™He tarset was h
reilroad bridge at pamur as 2 ariviary, and the maesnellin vards as a
secondary. The sroup was 40ing to use nev tactics - a low level, [lide-
bombing by one f£liht in each gquadron and if the brid-e wrsnt't Imocked
out by the first sguadron, the oirers would do the saume,

Uhen they returned from the tar et boubed, many were or the
opinion that they had driited south of course and bvoinbed a bridze and
marshrllin: yard at gGivetb. lajor Iaessler, g0 of the 397th Fijhter
Squadron, and Col. I'evers held the critigue at grow», at whick time
soine pkotos of the resulis ) the bombing of wournai on the 1lth were
shown,

“he rest of the day was spent in training and maintensance.
Some comwat I'ilm of tae  pril 18th niission to Lonceau-sur-Sambre
warsnalling yards, near charleroi were showm in the 3-2 seciion, but
the #ilm wasnt't too good.

WREATLE v 47D FATUPEIAYOR, e ...

rro liay 18th throuth ay 19th, no operacional misslons werc
Tlown., It gave the squadron a little fime for some recreational ach-
ivity, btoo. On the 13th, the = opnosed the Crficers in a Softball
game. The CIificers won with a score or 15 - 11. Thet day ve wore
noitliied tuat the squadron vas to Tly air plert Exercisers the next day
in conjunction with t..e Controller who would vector them and jive then
instructions.

The weavher in the morninz of the 14th was poor, but let up in
the afternoon when, sbout 1300, the Ilirst flisht toock-off to ly to
Tilshead where the gontioller was workin; with 7leld aArtillermen and
the 11lights coming over to dive bomb nin-pointed targets in the
vicinity, These sroblems reminded I.bs, Renton and C.H. Olson of the
"rover Joe' -problems ther took cart in while at 1ilfield. Fach flight
rotated with all _edtin. to and from the target with very sood resulis.

Early morning, about 0Z0C on the 13th, Jerry rald us a little
visit. Some bombs were dronmed near tiie <CEth disversal area. This was
the closest that sny bombs had been dropoe  near ti.e groun since we
have been in mngland. ’




S UADZON 17370 RY

S

AL 0700, briefing was hela st Zroup on the 15th, aAll the
vertinent information was civen about the pirdrome at Rreti ny wh
would have been .ounded by 1,0CC 1b. bowbs nhad the miszion not bezn
Sscrubbed just as ths planes were taxiing out to the TUNWAFS.

Ve wer¢ released until 1500 which gave tie boys a ciuwnce to
slay tre 387th some sof'tball, with our sguadron the viciors, score -
1L - 5. Che .crtner continued tn be poor for inc rest of the dar,
brin-ing a release uniil davbreak the 1l8th. Tour new wilots were
2szi n«<d to the scuawron, 2ad Its. John Ve Strickland, eorge 1.
Lae_erer, Teorg e P. Ohlman, snd Joczepnh S, “usenbarii. Cpl. ichae
Au_ello, who had becn transierred out of the sguadron to a nospi
came back to join us.

thie 183k brouzhs a briefing at 06CC. our target wes the rail-
road oridge at ifarur, which wes to be destroyed even if it tonk ihree
atterpts., The briering was zll over wren word camc thet it was Scrubbed!
“he weather azain. A relcase came throush until 1ECU and .then undil
daybreak. the rest of the day was spent in trainir; and maintensnce.
Capt. Sparks showed the Four new pikots around the line and gave them
a very fine talk on the esprit de corpe that existed in the scuadron
and thc bigs team that al: Fitted into,

“he men were given vermission to rest untid 0900 on the 17th
because the weather céntinued to be pretdy bad. AT 160C, a =mritish aa
Lizison Cfficer from the TY Romber gommand came to the grous to deliver
a very interestingz lecture on flak to the pilots, The bad weather
cortinued on the 18th, alinough sn alert was iven for =z possible
mission which was cancelled by a velease until 1500 the next day. gol.
leyers visited the pilets room zccompanied by ool. Zemke from the 56th

Pizhter froup

SISSIvH # 42....... Dive Zombing

The weather was =z little better on 'ay 1€th. =riefinz took
e

rlace at 1800. the sgusirsn was top-cover flor & dive borbin miszion.
The .roup seb course ror the airdrome lmown as Cambrai-Epinoy. The
cl.ua cover over the tar_.et area was too much o note the resulbs of
the bornbin ..

TISCEOH F 453, Bscort for Wighth Air Force Heavies.

In the morning of the 20th, the ;roup went out as escort for
3-17s bonbing the villa-Coublay Airdrome south of paris. The mission
went uar briefed, making rendezvnus and sticking with the bombers.

NISSICH # 44.4...... Recomaissance.... Lt. Larsen and the Channel.
When they returned from the escort mission on the 20%h, gol.
lleyers went on n reconnaissance mission over the railroazd between
gGhent epd Termonde. Lts. Larsen and Parrish renresented our sguadron
on this mission. N N

Just as the planes were Qgging lanafall_ln atv the enenty coast,
the oil pressure in Lt. Larsenlggﬁent dovmn and before very long the
engine cut-oub. Lt. Larsen deccided that the only thing to do was to
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