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0 74 continued. ...

L. C¥ers

‘axg Leaf Clusber
TT zna It.

Brenge Cak Lesf Jlucter
snd 1t. Yhieodore ¢. Zaubert
T4 end 1€, wanert T, vaxwell
Brorze Jak Leal nlurter
Znd Lt. ¥Yennenhr L. Jilecox

asranze (el Teol Jiuster
“t 4. .chiedler “nd Tt, Venneih 7. ilecox

lst Silver Qak Teafl alucter
etrie nd Lt. fLeslle . Fansen
race

6th 3ronze Cak Lea? Clucker
T. lanoen “ndé Lt. jeor e L. “aegsner

THh y
reorye P. (hEluan s Y. Strickland
Ricard J. vox
sth Rronze
Jerry . “ullis
rarold ¥, flazier

Fronze Oak ILeai Cluster
Ist 1t. Terold K.

Cluster -
enry I. (lson

sronze (el ILeaf Cluster
John 7. loel . Lnéd Lt. Iouls I, Hamilion

1Lt Bronz. Dak Ieas Cluster
rang 8, rerchner Znd I,6. Iou:.s . Hamilton

15th aronze (elt Leafl gluster
. Faul J. quilty lst I.H, ¢liver 3. Hyerson

14%h Bronze gk jear Gluster
slfred k. Benton 1st $it. ITrvin. ostuw

Srd silver (Qak Leef (Qluster
1=t 1t. Albert 1. Iarsen, Jr. lst Lt. velter 3. Loughary

SEE:
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ALARLS AN SHLCheR L i (Conuinued)

Tronze Tak leafl Cluster
Jevid . Par : capt. Creries il. :omline

Z1lst and £ind Tronze (sl Leaf. Jlustor
L. $ok. raul f. pouglus, Jjr.

ic

3

in accordance with par. 4, SCIL7, Ha. 46t WEr. ., dbd I cet. 11
isted men vwere wromoted. {(Jopry of S0 attched)

i

o tne ord, znd Its. David J. Bose, YWi.lilam . Dunbar, Tarold 3.
laru.ebtt, Ricnard 7. Schindlin , Ji.lign J. ffennoy, and Arthur 3,
olimen, Jr. ja trne squedron tg .ilous.

gapt. Leredith . Henry jd the sqguadron officislly on the &th.

Capts. clacixlen and komine and 1t. Larsen were transi:rred to the
1zth Repl. Contr. ben. on the 9th, 7/3zb ibson and §/5.t. Shage
vere transferred to the hosnital thut day.

1L, Benton was promoted to Japt. per par 1, S0 245, ¥
amsnded by par 13, S¢ 280, kg th 4% dtd & ¢get. 1st
LIA to PGV ist 1t. auchton 1Ia to IA.

¢ 2th AW, as
it. Jasper -

v Plgmm was transferred to the supnly division of RBase fir desot

T :
4 1 on thw l6tn.
Znd Lt, Rupert B, Uaxwell was I°TA on Gei. EQ0th.

on trne 2lst, Znd 1t. James B. Philbrick jd tune sgdn as our Assti
Ensincering officer,

“nd Lts. ferald J. race, Harold k. olazier, fobert II, Howls, and
fgor e P. Obdman, Jr. Weroc promoted to lst l.ieut, per rar 13, 8C

256, Eyg. 7inth AR, dbd 2= October 1940,
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T0 595, To Se urmy
1 Gectobor 1941

SPECIL. CRDENS )
TULEER 1317 )

le The veeo 300th Fbp Gp of 30 Sept 194h, under oxi~encies which prevented
the issuance of cdvanee ocrders, avc horety confimed enl nmcdsz of recor dy
"the folloving nesnd ofiiecrs ave agppointed to witmess and verify the cash
balance of ifejer JUL kw VOLX Vi 0211593, ¥Dn. :cuomn;ablc Digbursing OfPicer,
as of ihe close of busincss. 33 Bopwenbor 1640

gant EEMEE . LYEAS 0709330 AC
cpt AL s WBISS @yyo7io pg

2, TUnder the provisicns of AR A15.5, 30 Junc 1943
dation of his Oopn goudr, el (%11) neacld B Frasicre
is reiuced to the gr of vt for mdsceonduche

3o Under the provisions of An 415-5, 30 June 1943 and upon the Tecorren
devion of theix (o1 (omdr, the Toliowing nared B, 395tk Tbr 3a, are prazoted
0 grades as andicuiedg

TO DF :AZTTR SERGE.NE (TeeP)

"‘/3"‘0 {730) Jo'n D. Shea 120%6205
TSt (542) Sduerd A Long P33T

10 Be Ta0HNTC
3t (511) meloh Jo Botro

'5/5‘.’_-1: {¥92) Iiceman Vi, Vacniek
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PO TE LIAET SIAGELT (TEZJL-)
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o Ju Dafile 2047083
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Foberl B, Issier
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Joun Q. Vekeh Jr
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S0 117, Ha 368%h Fir Gp, dtd 1 Oct 194k
Par 3 Contlds

7O ¥E CORcCRL (THP)

rfc (911) Leo 4o Marazzeto 39615098
e (941) charles Do Mubly Jr 337949753
rfe (911) Eugene e Fralle 3723797
fc (901) John S, Tolbert 13122074

PG BE rRIVLTE FIRST CLASS (TR )

¥ve (747) Delas E. Repubd 373039109
vvs (911 guido A. Nimmo 32433507
¥t (911) yilliam Ckronuk 33596433

Lo TUnder Fhe provisions of AR 615-5, 20 Junc 1943, and upon the recomen=
dation of their Orgn Qomdr, the followins naned E, 396171.1 mtr SQ, are promobed
to grades as indicateds

PO DBE ST.FF SEAGENT (T8l )

szt (747) Mbort ke sguino 2040005
at (673) torbert ks Detert 56815234

T0 BE R 03, (Thkic)

Tfe (Shl) Welter Do Grahan 33543041
#fe (911) Russell L. Freezo 171531239
pfe (060) Josoph Jo ievarnik 32014539
¥fe (941) Jess L. Spangler 565563889

TQ EE cRIVATE ¥IAST CLaSS { T8 )

PVt (911) Henry Jeo Evans 18045302
vt (932) Jack Lo iereer FBUG92H0
ivt (620) michard S, Ross 35223492
‘it (556) Lavont i, muten 150503.32
vt (060) pavid Ko Westfall — 19CESYT7
5¢ Under the provisions of iR 615=5, 30 June 1943, zrd upon the recammen~
dation of their Qrgn comdr, the following nemed EX; 397th Fir Sg, are promoted
to gradces as indicated:

Tl )

g/sct (824) Crville Griffith 6639757

TO PR STLEF SEQET (TR )

sgt (759) Clarcnee De Tarrish 3982’?1;-77

Y
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SCUADRGTT LISTORY

UISSICHS # 234, 235...Rail gutting....Planes Arrive At 4A-8B4,3...

At the begzinnin.: of the month the Tirst day was a day of no
operations. It rained during the day and the release came throush abcut
1500 hours. Ve wers notified to expect sbout & new pilots who were
£9ing to join the squadron. These pilots were 2nd Lts, Dpavid J. Boss,
“illiam D, Dunbar, Harold 3. Yamett, Richard T, Schindling, "ilidam J.
gomnoy, and arthur B. Holiman, Jr, .

On the 2nd, the day's mission vas to hit the cerm:ns In the reay
Dy going after railroad sections in an attemp: to disrupt his trans-
portation system. The morningt's miscion was in the Red System, east of
the Ehine hiver near Breitscheid, all planes were bombed-up with 2 x 500
pounders. They sob 1o the target area and bombed with very sood results,
cutting the railroad in 8 places,

keanwhile, at p-84, Chievres—%elgium, word came through: that the
planes would take-oiT on a mission fror Laon-gtaies and were Boing to
land at A-84 afier the completion of this one. Right after the planes
took-olff on this second mission to hit the railroad sections near
Buskircnen, some more men viere Ilown from 3-89 to p-g4 by ¢-47 transport
S0 that most of the men and equipment would be here at the time the
pilots and planes arrived. Preparations wers made to have everything
ready. Group Operations called the sguadron and told us to expect the
airplanes about 1613,

Just before the mission landed at our new base, the pilots who
ferried the remaining squadron planes arrived and were brought over to
thelr gquarters, At 1625, the 11 ships which had baken-off on the second
nission landed at Chievres. Capt. Zzer had led the sguadron to the rail-~
road sections near Buskirchen, where they cut the sections in two
places. Everything was sebt, with the usual eritigque being heid &% Group.
Capt. Henry wasg flying with the squadron but was not back with us
officially. Rumors had it that he would bpe rejoining the sguadron.

Capt. iicLachlan moved his belongings over to the group headguarters
ared where he was $0ing to sbtay more or less permanehtly with opervations.

The squadron was briefed on the Bnd for an armed recce in tre vicimity
of Faastricht, vorking with the 7th Armored wivision. The take-off
scheduled for 08350 but the rain prevented thet, The rest of the day was
spent in setting; up is the different departments. The sections were all
busy becoming operational at Our new home, Some more men and aquipment
arrived in the afternoon. Doc and his ambuiance arrived as well as the
rest of t-e orderly room versonnel and kitchen.

RISLIGUS # 236, 237......Radl Cutting, Conbtinued......

The first briefing on Gectober 4+h vas held at 0545, %he day's
operations called for disrupting some more of the Aermen's transyorta-
tion system east of the Rhine River. The 395th and 396th vere going to
work in the same area. Capt. Dave Farrish was to lead the squadron on
tais mission, flying to the vicinity of jleschede. Qept. East gave the
intelligence on flak whils lac told the boys about ?pe ope?atlons.angle.
Lt. Courtwright mentioned the sround situation and the fact‘that they

were waiting for better weabtrer %o start trinzs rolléng. The boys

3
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rasio. dach Lo tne souadron uhiere thel X
were airborne at 0700, ot to the t- - - in B places
elter luckily findin . & ule in the i ) il

target ar a, the boys reporited nuch cnewy '_ ol > tl: sides
ol ke Bhine -iver.

‘he second mission was anovher groun slitack. “he rail cuttin wes
to twke lace alon: lines north of jerbur.. Phe scuadron “ad 2 rectiﬁns
wiznh 2pt. "arr leading. Capts. Reinthal and volbert cave 211 t:c
Tornes Cant. ~ibeon was [2ing to lead the ysroup. TI. Jol,
told o 0”” to watch trle-ol = and londin s since they wers
talle clements as trey had done in Tngland., The rous
set course qzd headed out boward Jermany. Ass't Ops Nl icer Lars en got
the remaining niloss to_ebher for soms inciructisns. BY a zr.at mis-
Tortune, gapt. ibson and his wingasn had a mid-air collisicn. There
-5 an overcast and the weather rather pusr In joneral., Gapt. Baer took
over The sroup as leader but when they arrived at the bniefed area, the
overcast obscured the reilroed. Windin ; & break in ~he cléuds, they
bombed by jettisonin_ thieir bombs about 5 miles north of tre barzet and
refurned home immediately. This comnleted the day.

WISLIJLS # 238 Tizghter Sweeps...oA7 caught on the Zrounde....
Scores - 19 - 3 = Eeranee

Detober 5tk was pay day, our Tirst one in nelgoiwm{ 4 briefin was
held st 000U for cutbing rail lines in the reen System but tre tale-
off ~es delayed because of ihe very fogsy weather. The weather continued
bad al: day jr\ventipg the mission., Some of %the boys were over to the
brick buildin; near the scuadron area where they woreked on -he troken
roof and ceilings to mske 1% habiteble. Capt. Kessler brougnt up the
rear ol the squadron Irom A-69 to the new field just before supper
making; us all present.

qt 0800 on the 6th, the group was brisfed for a Tighter Sween
starting at Fupen and sweeping generally north between ﬁuncnen Mladbach
and Dusreldorfi, ¥ien soubth again. The ALQ told the boys that toacy might
possibly start a2 big show if the weather was good enough. The mission
was acconplished. JJediums were bombing in the sweep area., The pilots
believed that the strip at Zuskirchen may be in use from their obssrvations.

The second mission was briefed at 1230. Lt. 0ol. -Douglas was to
lead on the same Ltypw of sweep. “he planes were airborne by 1400 hours
and headed out on course. Lt., Ryersonts flight returned early because
2 planes were hit by flak, The controller started to vector tne sroup to
sonie bandits. Lt., Col. Douglas suotted & landing ground which at first
was believed Lo be Dresuelna rf out later was decided to be the
Breitscheld airfield. “he contraller told the sguadron tnat he laaw
where they were at the time and mentiomed thet it was operational. The
colonel went down to test for flak. He saw an enemy airplane land and
taxi toward a dispersal area. Yhen he came down and caught sight o? the
big bag of 190t's and 10g¢'s, It. Col. Douglas celled for The straffing
rur on what bturned out to bs 35 plus E/A. The final result for the
squadron was 19 destroyed, 9 probobly destroyed and £ damaged.




SQUADRON HISTERY

PO NLAON) =3, #32civesco(OoOntinued)esvesae
They caught these Jerry planes and did a very gosd job of straffing.
t. gol. Douglast results were 8-2-0, Lt. mauss £-1-0, Lt. Petrie 4-2-
C, Lt. Pace 2-1-~0, Tt., Hamiliion 3-1-2, Lt. Johnson £~1-0, anc It.

cuilty goet 0-1-%. 5 very eventful mission, This wrs the first the scuad-
ron straffed enemy airplanes on an; of their fields.

) Capt. ~enry virs officially assigned to the sguadron inis day.
“s/sst. Stage, Lt. Kennedy's crew chief, was injured very badly vhen he
rell off the wing of the airplane which It. Petrie was taxiing. The
injury was in his neck and he was irmeuaistdly taken tc the hospitel.
3/Sst. Staretls Bronze Star ceme tnroush on the _eneral order wiich
arrived t..e same day. [enry was to take over commuana of Black 71

witn itre new assignments w“¢c were to come Into efiect soorn in ihe

zguadron. Tord came tzat T'ac, ghuck, and Tarsen would ve le~vin. the

&
quadron very shortly on their vay “vme. beck to wie States.

zt1l....03irect Sunordt To The Ground Porces.....lardy
=01 1LAC, buch, angd I1arSEl.eecaiese
nirect support wvas Tiie scliedule trs dgyls operacions on ine
_roup vue poing to work witlhh e VII goros. 1a]. Sperdas wes
i _roup, Dsct. Tarrish cur sona Jron, “*th delinite i
the 9tk Division near Tosscnack. it 1045, the
et area, too _round contrallier L?; tna nin
RN The Do Lo ohed 1 t e o

syt

VCHaCL Lt~

‘3nied an their
tigy observed
call d squadron

[SAnEN

ﬁffrﬁ“vn.
well ner. s for Zwit. T'clachlan, £8p%.
riers LUP transier Back toc the zone of the
stepk dimmer with some drinks was plammed for
inz. after m’.e sup er vnich Its. Zenvin iirechner, anq Kennedy
all ecsme into tre pilobrs room Tror sone champaine. The
o lesve us were secated mext to It. gol, pouglas.

acelusu

I_C s e"x

sed orrived., o
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Yach one of them ovened a bottle himsell and kept ihe corlr _or = souveniyr,
“hie Tossts started as all oif us wiched trese wo;c leavin_. us, the best

of luclk. Each one had played his vart with merit. Capt. JclTachlan hag

to his credit the Purnle Heart, Distinguished ¥lying Cross, and the
S3ilver Star. Ccapt. "ghuclk! Iomine hed tie D..C. and Purple Heart, and
Lt. barsen was awarded the D.F.C. 11 th werc aworded the fir edal

on ifay ©th and several clusters were added since tha- time. “he pariy
broke up at about 2300 after everyone nad a very enjorysbie iew hours.

WISETOH # 248,......30me ore SUpporfe.....

(n Getober Lth, lhe 0545 briefing was Tor direct support with the
lst Infantry Division. Tt was = plannes mission with definite tar.ets.
The take-off was postponed becazuse of fo; and bad weather. lince the
weather had not clearsd sufTiciently all mornin:, the mission wes
scrubbed and the one Zor the afierncon was called in.

The briefing was held 2% 1230. gapt, Raer was to lead the sguacron
again in support fo the lst Inflantry. The ATO notified us of = push in
the jpachen area but ezplained why it wouldn't be as spectacular as the
Bt. Lo breakthrough, The mission took-off at 14281 hours and contacted
Booty when they arrived over the area. The controller told the gguedron
to go to to a certain point a2 few miles northeast of sachen to bomb &
roac intersection where there were some gun implacements. Due to bad
visibility and a batitle joing on in that immediate arca, they did nos
went to bomb in case our boys were movin. in tlere. “hey procesded to
bomb a fderman town believed to be 7Justen, then headed Tor home. At the
critique, we learned that the 395th had met up with an 176-109 and a =7
190 and that they may have gottmr one. Some ilak came very close to It,
Lyers! ship and fragmen$s came through the canopy causing injury to
his left hand. Doc (ox cleaned it up and wnshed his eyes out for
possible jlass dust.

seecenas e BAD TWEATHER.....S0me of the RBoys Receive aAir [ledals ~rom
General LcCaUleYeeresese

ifac, Chuck, and Turtle left with their orders at zbout 0700 on tle
9th. The morning was very foggsy. 3riefling was called for at 0900. The
Sroup was scheduled to work with Seascout g.ain on definite targsts
vhich were strong polints and suoply centers in the vicinityv of Vossenack,
Lt. gol. Douglas was to lean. Haj. Froencke read some information
resarding: the hard righting of one of our co.panies agzainst a2 pillbox
and then he adoed some interest with a capbtured docunent written by
General lfodel. "hen the pilots got back to the pilotis room to await
take-off, it was held up due to the weather. The mission was scrubbed
affer waiting all morning snd the afternocont's was substituted. This
too was scruovobed because of the weather with a relesse coning through.

on Qctober 10th, the morning briefing hod planned tar-ebs set for
the .roup - enemy strongpoints. The mission was held up. Due o baq
weather continuing, we were released until 1200, then finelly Tor th
rest of the day. In the afternoon, General icfauley presented the Air
¥edal awvaras to nineteen of our pillots - Capbt. Dennis grisp, Lis.
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SLUREON BUSTCRY
Bad yeazher......(sansinvcd}.....,..

Crisendine, Gox, —ixomn, race, “ansen, Jinson, nause, Teil.ass,
Faxnwell, Tiiler, onlmun, Jctnedl:zr, Stevens, Laubert, Yas i ener, Jileoox,
2usenbari and Wagsoner. “he Presenteitions vere made in the Sifth
Mohter group ares,

e rirst groun o men left on pass to Bruscels in the morning to
spend tn. day in the felgicn Capit-l,

Zidees.Fart of Tores Mo Pcund Aacheneeee. e

At 3560C on tct, 1lth, there vas a group briefing, “hre- airfields

termany vere lined to be aibtacked. ihe squadron was sesigned to the

dda airlield and airperk., The grour was to stey together over each
target. owever, tie weather was not tzu good over t.e target aress,
S0 tre talte-off was held up. “hile walibing back at the scvadron, = new
briefing was called Ffor 1100. It was a new mission to take the plsce
of tite ewrlier ovne. The sroup was jolng to work with the ¥IT Corps
particularly lst Division. 3. Courtwright told us aboui the uliimstum
wiven 1o the troops in Aschien to surrender or suffer tie conseguencss,
The hour for surrender had srrived and since the %srmcns had asked for
it, they were goins to get it. Capt. Baer led the squadron. ire targets
in the heart of the city viere to be marked with smoke. The squadron
+icked out their target vhen tiey arrived over the town and bomved with
geod results. “he controller on the grfound commended with "darn good
bombin. ". Uhen they came dovm, the 20¥s left Tor critigue and the releas
for the day came in,

FIS-IOUC ;# B44, 845....Susport and Recce. ... 'tecrge! Benton “eceives

“ne Bilmer Star..... ’

The early morning missiorn on the 12th took-of at 0800 after
havin , been briefed on close supoort with the VII gorms, with s rendez-
vous. point a few miles south of aachen near Hauset. Uhen they arrived
in tie ares Tooty zent thex %o 3ooty *5 about 4 miles T of Asachen. A
target was smoked for tiem which was bombed with excellent results.
dhile Ilying the recce, the sguadron led by Lt. Col. Douglasy; destroyed
€ locomotives and straifed a train west f selosne, Bothuends of the
vrain of 4£0-50 cars were sct on fire, with: ex losions seen from tre
otners later. 4 job well done.

£% 1350, briefing lor tie second missior wes held. capt. veer lend
the scuadron on the same type of mission, T vever, the weatihier had
closed 'n and it was impoussible t0 locate the gr and controller or the
varget. Pinally, when they became Jow on see they hicaded northecast and
boumbed tluoulh the only holz on a small marsh 1iing mard believed to be
Duiiten, witn very _ood vesults, Trom Lieirp observations, 15-20 heavy
bnemy btanks vere seen neadin; towards aachen _rom rorth of Duren, The
boys also had & glance &t the e-trenchrisnts alon; the east bank of the
leuss.

Capnt. “enton was asked to Ls over at che sroup hewuguarters area
ab 1270. "reor,e" was to receive the Silver Star Tedal for rhis achion
on the day he rammec the Jerry plane on August 7th, Benton had brougnt
iis airplane bzck to i-3 and,madc sure of preventing the »lane from
_oing rizht into an areg vhers some men vere locnbted.
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SLUADLSE BT TORY |
EIBSIVLS i 244, ¢ Oeesese{COntinued)eeenacss

Tue mission was the same one on whigh “ac led tie boys and tre Jerries
jettironed their bombs., Other pilols, including rcjor Iparis, wore
lined upon th. grass south of the btaxi strip near group as 'aj. Gen.
Vandenbuy; made the presentations to tne 14 or 15 nizots of the group.
Col. Kejyers and gol. Stecker o. the 3.5th Fighter Oroup accom.anied
tie seneral. Yreorge® who prefers to be calle. glTfred ¥., was the
zecond In line to roceive his aard.

2ISUTOHS F 248, 7, ., 2....3wport Yor ¥ gorps....Jasner (ilictally Ppow,
T4 AU NTON TTAee e .
it COlé, Oet 1loth, & briefin was nold Zor very cloce sunanport
to the V corps. Six tar_ebs wers assizned to tlie sroun to knoelrous
»illboxes and stron_points near th. borer tovm of Udenbreth. It was a
oroup miscion to be led by gol. lleyers, after Cant. Zast briefed,
followed by Lt. gourturiht on tae sround situstiion, god. uyers told

t.e baye avout nis visit to ¥ Corns and tlie plan sct forth for =
ossible pusii. Perrnaps this misszion may be g pre « Eizht of the 15
ships were bombed-up wibhL Capt. Renton lesdin guadron, Uhien they
errived in tha target arca there was a 2/17 cover of clouds maling -
it impossible to work. “he szuadron found a mershslling yard believed
to be at sad Kreuznach and bombed it with very jood results., The vard
vas left ablage as they set course for home.

Waibing ior cnobher mission to come in the afternoon, the sguadron
was put on & ¢0 minute alert. AL approximately 16C0, groun caliled in
& dlrect support mission to work with the 28th Infantry bivision of the
V Corps. iirey were to bomb abtrongpoinis, locations .iveh and :311 the
rest of the daba for t e mission was called in over tre hot line. Dave
Parrisi leading the sguadron, had all the boys together and ready. The
scuadron was airborne at 1626, over the tarset at 1655, bombed according
to plan with probably excellent results, and were home again at 1804,
Tney accomplished the work for the day which eonded with a bit of rain.

On the l4th, the boys were up to sroup zc-ain at 0800, Capt. Benton
preceedin; the rost by 15 minutes to et some aivanced noop on the
wission. Yhe targets were stron points aboubt 4L0 Fards south of the
targets briefec on yesterday. The ori_inel taxe-oli was neld ws becauce
of the weather and [inally _ot us in the early afterncon. ihe ships
srrived over the Target area az 1315, had the tarjet marksd with smoke
and bombed with excellent resulits - right on the smoke, “hey saw a
long trail in the air which miglt have béen a rocket marker or jet plane
in the vicinity of the target, about 3 miles soutieast o. rollerath.

Treen ¥lighv peturnec from inzlend wherertiicy had been on oper-
ational lcoave. Litbtlie 0lie brougit beck #corky! a small 'yelsh sor:;i dog,
wnica Pe purci:@ased. Angus anc Bubceh, tihre sgiadron mascots that atiended
meny briefin ;s and critiques, now had a buddy naking it a threesome on
the line.

Lhe work wit: the ¥ Corps conbinuew on the loti. +iie briefing was
i:elc abt 075G, Capt. Parrish led the scuadron to the vicinity of Hop-
craft. ihey orbited for about holf en hour, bu:i there was no break in
the overcast. ~inding a hole, they bombed a villnre, Schleiden, north-
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et »f Tolierath. ALl plancs were down ab 1141, The weatner bocan
vorse in tiie a-tc‘ﬁoon, witn rain Tollowing. AL sgbout 1L, @ release
crme Throu i,
Griieiel vord now node L2 i5oer vas oner of
au ntonts burial i ks ;G
was listea

Tnteryoy

. brietin_ w el Live-uombing nml
ensny alrlield at Bonn 31 Breit id as tre alterrnnie.
vere ©:oulr on the balopnlcor and iled, The LI0 told us R
Toree's niscion ior the dar in cl scchen Tap and ol the Germin
counterattacks., Tne miszion ras a grcug as i;nmcnn witn g2pt. Renton to
lead the sguadron. wowever, the wenther hat not beco.e _oad encu to

acconnlisk the mission with a relecase for the day coming in about 1400,
a

ve with colfee In tre alfter-

noon. The buns didn'y last ve*; Iong.
~he smuas b h si.mned to the oroun the fJ170(;nk fay,
wej. S@arles to l 18 "LO mentionsu tihwe elosing ol the Aachen
steﬂzs Lold BLE hc;swblc bad nootizeyr wrn tie vay and
reutl.er continuew bad with
cunuron to e & visitb.
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=
ct QRCT. his

5. t. Jeryry ona han _ob sone buns reely to b

Ln. V“J. sgalhu come ovelr io th‘
vig Sebober LoEL briefinﬁ was Leld
escort nigeoizn Do the roup, worlkin
enrt 0f Bhe M Vellerr. aj. Lpariis vas
Jarrlsh leading the seuedr m. 7
TermEnVous. eiting brneix to
<21 mornin_. L. 1££5, £
mornin. brieling anu
1200, Ve were tolda the = FTT -:1 we 2 ] unbozrottas .od
wire bo be cuntoed ol W : : &z wee to
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~out enst ol anche +. Spar Iote wuyco o vohend
I eie! wncerialin : uadron
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of the ciaudr R
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et soain, Score: W-0-. Alr, 1-C-0 Ground. s
.aadPWL T05b,s..001ie Fnd L0 Relly Land..e..
ort wori ase’s. ab bhe 0730 brleiing,
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Tt o oen o
sxrlvoed over tie koarcet groa, one only : soked and
ey woere asked to stralt the towm ol Rerishel starting
P on & roces, the snuadron encourdtered S0 wlus Lo,
. . o aprrrin. bombr and bHolly Taails Wil they
isoned upnon UL 12 bee souaoran. They lmmeciately dbrole o i
and went in . uiverry. Jur boys clirbad up inbo :
t developed. Yle ¢ 5 owas 7-0-2 in the nls
=10 beliny ra: i 1viced on ; ]
T omede nls run om the brooet after zasttin, sers 3 0 doun and
destroved b Us-1007 on lie _rouid. { Iy destroyed o s
and Ganug d 0ne, enemy alryiane snd
damacc i crobher, Walle L. Zowle
one dovin, Loo. In trls battle, Lt. Iun %, raxwell Lad cone & omir-
velous jobv ol protecting Li. Vennedyts tail, couple oi “une 0t on
cex's Lail and ac Poppy yelled over s /7 for bhim to breau, ther
onened up,. +he sirplanc caxib fire snd Qllie saw Tt. Jaxvell ball out
eouss of btle Termirm totn oi layen. himeell nhad to belly -in his
aii.lane nesr Nanur sfter bria il It L over our iirgs buily dang ed
aud Do taliles by eneny rircrort. te ooloneltls nlane was badly
Qe ed from ercmy fire sg he set crurse for NI aifter ridiing e W
e

5 g

o
o

FEae
o

LY i
P thpee ©iperalt. e was alone snd his Loft wing csu .t fire, burned
speed indlcabtor, ond nel. thraugi the aiieron conircl
ttseil. Very s.ortl;, an expiosion ocourred vwhich
blew »fL his helmet, ma.e o« large hole in tie side
o t.e cocituit and broke v lass on core of the insirumencs. L.
rernedy s.obted trc lone anirplane as he icoke around to join up uwitl
W oeone to ecome home. Shp lone plsne was the colonel's 'nnd the two of
their peaded for the base. Wlie colonel had to land with no ilans, one
brake, no gir s ced indicator, and iwo iiat tires. Fe slso hwad a slight
irjury to his left leg ubiel o to:k care of iLmmediatbely.

“he eneryy was very ajgrecsive Luring tre air batbtle with megy head-
on passc. made., our plenss didn't Lave any tpouble meneuvverin_ into
positinon or bturning wlth them. Tt. Clson came baecl thtt evening with aid
of an - P irom bie viecinity where ‘¢ bellled in. Its. Cox and Stevens
come home from snotiter field where they had to land because of being low
on uas. quite & misci-m, hitting the enemy in ¢ most vital part of his
moehine. he “hunder Swais did it againd

MAI3UICLS DO, 254, .. ... 000und SUPPOrt.ce. s
The -roup was put on zround support on the £lst. The boys were

going to wori wit:n our forces north of Aachen, & out of tne 12 ships
were b-mbed-up witi: Lt. pou hary leading the first mission of the day
A
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LISSIONS f &05, 2B4.,....{Continued)..c....
for the sonadron., Wnen tl.ey arrives over ihe rendezvous point, sbtide
&ble wiz contacted vho _ave tienm a tavzet of son emplecements and trenches
at Zellenkirchen, The bombing was generally very good in the field
where trese strongpoints were.

The second mission had its briefing at 1100 with tre sane tyoe
of mission schediled. capt. Parrish led this one, at firsi, the snuadron
contacted Decline, wro sent them to Default. Contneting this controller,
he tried %5 merk a tar.et a few miles nortneast of Sittard but was un-
successful. Theg couldntt locate any morking so the squadron proceeded
on an aried recce east of Julich where they bombed £ factories and a
warenouse with gsood results on one Tactory and the warehouse. gll vere
dovn by 1530 and left for critigue after the: interpogation.

gnd Lt. Jemes B. Philbrick Joined the squadron this 4ay as our new
#3sistant engineerin. officer,

Continued Bad Weather.,....lt., Jathews ileets Un Uith The BO¥Seecsess

From (ctober wind until CQctober £7th, vriefin;:s were held but no
missions took-off.because the teather didn't warrant any. On the 22nd,
two briefings were held for i, hber sweeps but both were Tinally scrubbed
due to weather. Lt. Gol, (uimby. visited us in the al’ternoon. e nad
come to pay dhe group a visit on his leave from the hospital in Ingland.
The zird brought a briefing at P00 for = grov: mission to abbtack a ®BR
brizge north of uren snd then to cubt the railroad line north ahd south
of the bridze. Fo, was around the base and Lt. Steers save the weather
situation - unflyable and foggzy. Wowever, bthere was a possibility of
setiing off in the afiernoon. Col. Ieyers attended the briefing and
told the boys of thne impartsnce aftached to knockin_ out the brid.e and
cutting railroad sections, tying up more manpower of tie enemy and
creating transportation difficulties. Yo taixe-off was poesible all day.

A rebriefing on the same target was hold on the 24%6h with no de-
finite take-of. time set., There was a tentative taite-ofr [or 1400 but
Just as the boys were ready to jo out to the ships, group called and
tola the sguauron to stand-by. Lt. Hathews, who had been translerred
from the sguadron beforc we left the United Statcs, paid us a surprise
visit. liathews was now ascigned to the 385tk after couing across. The
boys greeted him with a grsat big "Hya Lathews". Back in the 3-2 room,
tiey discoverel each other!s experiences since he was away from the
sqguadron., Capt. Henry save him a summary of our history as he pointed
to the dilierent places on the map. The day ended with no mistion. an
Officer from IX TAC snoke to the _roup on "Hon-fraternization In Germany"
at tihe 59:th hangar in the afternoon,

The 25th brought still another rebriefing on the ssme target. L.
Steers wasn't too opbtimistic azbout the wecather, with no take-off Tor the
day. At €830 on the 2oth, another briefing for the same target was held,
Tlie mission was still pending Jor the weather conbinued with its fog.

AT this briefin:, we et tiie new group ALQ, Gapt., Davis, who was intro-
duced by Lt. Courtwrisht. Capt. Davis hiad high praise for the oubtfit
irom the front line units with which the boys had worked. ¢apt.
neinthsl called in ©e confirmmations of Cant. llcLachkan's and Capt.
Benton's 10918 each on sugust 7th and also Capt. Parrichts one 190 and
one 109 on august 8th. Some of the nilots started to move over to
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Leatier.,., .. (Comlinmed) ...,

tneir gusrierc ncar chievres.  Le -0 and weather eontinned hrsu i fhe
S7th, A no briefin: #ll dav. In ihe a*tc"noon, comust film was shown
in the pilotts room, “oe shovea s candid shobs oFf tos o t Warn-
in dale, rcenhan omncn, and Cn;Luolton. The Jroup b noroiessed
and raine brought the end o. e GaF.

wlGSIUTE S 2uH,6,7. .. lyable Werther...o AT
Lallr0805, 00 ...

s . . - s - . 1 .V,v.,‘ .,."w"
The squadron .as notified thei Thl [roup Wﬁu to talze~off ot 730 0m inc ¥

on the bridge a.a reil cutiting miscio tley had beer briefsd o on Ton tﬁe
last fow dars, here wis ro urlefvnv. e ﬂtuﬁew Tere ready and the
pnilots were do&n to tie ons si LC b7 0850 but tie trle-oiy was el""
until 6315, The squadron Flew top cover for the veot of
Lt. Lou_nery leng? n_ the scuadron. Bers Iou - rris il

soutir . Luren so he had % return nome wiz his =
tiie bors ecouluntt obsorve tie Dombing, .

The souadron supplied four pilots and plmnss for a Zsdar control
ard D "libratidﬁ nission. it was agroup nission of eiynt with
Douglas leadin_. “her flew nLout 7 legs, m ”tlj over Jermany as or;
Sweepstake vectorsd tne Plancs zround with tile mL°3Lon more &® less
mmeventiul, Cneckspo;ntu were rged o nel; accomuliish the vori with
L .e controller. 'fip war the “irgk aperasional Llscldn Tor 1.hs.
amiett and Yoliman,

Tihe tg;r' isci f . its & 5w 0. The  sroup
wed win & : hei : : ¢ the section
of tiIxe grotem t iz briu °C [? =gt ioy XS i running
Cui o Duren to tihe escht and to ¢ ine, I Lou Lot told th.
Las about thc Cznadisn .nd nridir ¥l cviery to SLCbPE
the use of the Scheldt so tie : . 1 b T 3
use grortenin,, vic susply l*“bv' : RN oY ‘. wron or'cfin o

. Fenton vho wWog { St _her wer { »ot tielr mansg,
: . : S : e Sle Jneoun

s3]

?ernan“..--ono»¢ons
Chlﬁfq - 1=t Lts..
o ;t a railroad
w11 the sgredron,
t;? rlanes carrving
rong dive-boobed,
bub no estimate of
izil stra 1.t un
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LB%eat s {CONEINVEU e enaa.
g K "outh of tic tar_et. Whic vas Tt. sSching
r: Lionc i
Durin : day, sone more gz ctice rockedt Tirin. wmissions w

Flown over tie lake near chim.y, Eriefin; for tie s cond mis

day was fell at 1850. 7apt. ke_nthal told tle grous that =i

Drld‘c nad not heén knocked out, the nrimery tar-ets fo or

vere tihe bridge callex for in the morning plus the cow

vas located just soutlh of Zruck. 4is seccondar; torsets t

tne railroad In the vieinity. Ilaj. Zparks vas leais ngs

Lt. Scl. Dou las war to lead the ccuandror as ton covz o ne otrer two
squaurons carryin_. tho oombs. Lbt. Sunbher wes schedu1e’ his firet
operatinal .1icht with the scuadror. “he missicn was 7 umeventful
for the cqua.ron cince ther flew a hi.s aliitude ton coever. cloud
coveraae w&s too much to see what was Zoin: on at the t Gets. Although
the _roup aldn't get to tre briefer brid: ies, they knocled cub slrnp

ot ev erid es nearb; and went after a couple of tunnels.

After the s uadron landed end the boys toek off Hheir flyinz

equiprent, rappy et them to.sthér for a meeting in Tie nilottz roorr where
the colonel con reibulateé snd hrnded ths promotion orders to Ltbs,
lezier, Jrace, Fowic, and ¢Ohlman who were now 1st TLos. The conbratulﬂ-
tions went around and tuer supper nut the finishin: touckce to tre da 27 .

SO L LICLE LaD WHARHN ... W.TTonge Star Tor Siw ore OF Cur Inlisted

Tne weather on the 50th wac perfcct at the time of tne CE30 b
for an armeu recce in the area betwesn Aachen and tne Fhinc i
The btalkie-off was posiponed for the weather had socke: in a;ain.
by was held thoutqout the day, but no indication of clealln" skiecs,
A%t 160C, Lt. Col. Louglas had the scuadron in a fornation wvth the
recepients of the Bronze Star, §/Ssts. Siywmd a. i vovna, Twmdslinh 0.
ilueller, Vincent J. Oglesby, ulmo Ze Bchmid, Qa"*ond e Smith, and

Jovert 17, T'ade, Jr., front ana center as tie colonel auzroacucd itne
lormatlon and lst Sgt. Zkiss calle . the men to abiention. Capt. Ilessler
tooir the adjutantis position and I'saj. Ternli accompatied the colorel.
Before reading tire awards to tl.e above men, Capt. Iessier resd the
cumaendatlons recarding the performance of the scobh i Liter arous on
the 7ith Cctober in suprort of the 9tk Division griillery, Nrigadier
veneral k.l’. Howell, commanding, indorsed by iajor 7enerszl Louis A.
Craig, coulznding the ¢th Division, Major %eneral J. Iawbon Collins
cuzuanding the VII gorns, and grom tenersl [uesads, commandin  the IX
TAC. Trmediztely after the recding, Lt. Col. Dou las nendeu the letlers
Tor ire Hronze Star [ledals to ecchr of the men. (Jopy of Comtendations
attached)

Gct. Slst broucht the snd of the month with no Iiying due to
continued bad weather. Lbs., familbon anc Hevman consiituted a duet on
thie pizno in the pllot's room, swinging "alemandert's =Zasbime Band! for
the boys. “he rest of tne cay woes uneventiul,

R

o




: SU Lo Loy
x
A T
On bae g ,
1 tar _ets Tor the 1 D wision on (e
In spite of di "1’ Jl'L £iyirn. eondliions,
: i ochiedule, _.Cze‘-b d tie : 11“" rel S
. aftey £ e Liret thoir bes
3 aeriins.
REL Y ""‘ub" ooue"v’er rmﬂ;:*t:, tiat all seven of Lhe Tei [ is Were
cxerllent O eacil.
certlo this
woeh iing
4 pler TiaTig - lre o7 et
g bo c,userve rec.’ous i, ller no . ition,
5 is an cxtrene ucazm'ty 'zt this time, onl T tho
ih

s «rrd Prom toe elilelency exhibited by

: 1t ir suocest 4 that the contents o thile letier e brou.hit to e
the corveoand.ng offlcer of trs GGuth drovn.

Brizadier ueneﬂal, T,. 3. m’*w
flo_,‘»

: 5
3 /S/ He Il

L 1lst Ind.
SBT3 Vs ikl GREFICHE, 977 IUR DIV AP 49, TS Army, 11

'%

g0: Qowandins officer, 388Tn Tisidber Bomber Uroun, ArC

¢ wU:  Cormanding Jeneral, ath infantry Division
Forvarded,
Jorn W. Wwatson,
JOHT V. VIATSON,

capt., Alr Cao s,
A,8.F.C., 9th Inf piv




F:

&oU S N )
= . P, P tryriac 5
20 Sl L X SRR LCEYy SUTEL S SE TS ST

Indos tiile enrviendaticn For
Somber sroun wWho particinaisd
rislon on 7 (ctober 1844, Suen
Lloreance are worthy of the
r o successiul _round orore

Q@
Bl
croperation

g <
il w,_cmnd DEL
gnd ore a _reatb cortributin

Sl .kl Srd Ind.
EPIRERY O e UNS I) Sulll8, AFU 307, U. 8. Army, S0 et 15es

Py Cormvanding Ofdicer, 304ti: Fi_niter Bomber (roup, APC £54,

1 taie plessure in tranenitting this tribubte to twc 1 ing ’)BI’-
Tornance <«f duby by unenbers of the So6dtl: Fighter Bor"be,r Zroup.
gulendid cuoveration adis meberislly o succéssful gir pround
activitiss.

/ea/ F. Lawtwm Qollins,
I8,
Lajor, Zenexrsl, U.3. Army,

d. LALLT GO

Commanding.

AU Comwanding <eneral, I¥X ALlr Tactleal CQarlenu, APC DUI, US Aldy.




Crmrrers ny ‘ener«ls of

Tine resulis you

By Comnend O Major

& TRTHE CuopY

recistive of t ¢
plensure to nass

1.0 Kincald
. C. ITUoAT,

i35 %en, USa,
niel of sbafl.

e

.
.
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armed recad Pl lter sveeps. s soucadron came n.on Toe t tol
vnee SN owre cvound snd onec In thie sl and did an sxeclienc Job emch

; Jue.ts. JeLanchlon wnd -omine, end 1t%. Lar. ocn Left tie
w8y Lo tie zZunme ol Lo interidr. e lozt Th. oxooll

S

welsi. g savbie Lo eriony canbinuel with: o U0y S
waenever coo.lble, eat o er interfersa witl operabtiosns

;oo

e I0llo in cénfirmabtions ceme thi-ou

~enbon
ienac i

Farrich




SECRET

SUADRUY LT00RY

CHOIY L evaeee.sesOubbreal; Controllere.ves.

L%, usvis left chartres in the riorning ol Sept. &tk and stopned
aff at Laon~Athies where ne rested and left the next day by jeep to Ia
Japelle. jeorgze then got a rize to PRillipvillie, stop.ed at a map
daevot there to find -ut row o £et bo inhe XIX gorss and wag forsunate
to IInd a trucl: tuere which wre Seln: to XTX corps (reerd. Te went to
I'ivelle and repecrited to col. Tovme, the Llr Support nead of e DUITS .
3efore darl that Qay, bavis was telten to the ind Armored Division,
near fasseit., The follo:ing day, he reported to L. gol. FoekLt, ol the
Air dorps, who was tle pir Suppert Party gic for Lle Eng Armasved,

On  the loth, 1t. Davis wens by jeep to about & milez northvest
6. llassslit to Jompat Command A vhich was right behind the front lénes,
There was some tield artillery duweis durin: tihe £ days which they spent
there wi-ile waiting for gasoline, Teorkyt worked with lst Tt. Reisler,
tank cumander, as Qutbresals Controller, During the 11th ond 15th they
hed some converrations recarding types or tar-ets, use of tie
description of _round features and accurate distances with check peinte
to set o a delinite taret with the least amount or trouble. “hey
recailed tiue days when Serum worked with tutbroak,

In the alternoon of the 1tth, birey moved southesst toward a little
woods to try to et sume planes to bomb some Jerries but the shellin
forced them to withdrew, After talting cover, toey hears bumbing an
saw friendly planes coming dovm stroffing. once in a while they heard
Bazooka shells o ri it over Lie tani tliey were in., A vbatile condinued
all day in thie area and on the 15th, the outfit moved tovards Genciz,
later to lmastricht, Holland on about the 17th. Later, they crossed

& canal to Volizenber; and ended up in the woods vest of Geilenkirciien,
Germany vhere Lbt. Davis remained for o wesk and then reburned wmie to
t.ie scuadron.
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