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SeUADRCY HISWORY
SEPTEN 2ER 1844

396th FIAIPER S{UADROIN

ORGAITIZATION : 1In accordance with Section I, GO -+ 223 (secret)
Hg., Ninth alr Force, dated 14 Sept. 1944, the squadron was now
suthorized a total of 57 0fficers, the increase due to & additional
pilots. This brought with it an additional gaptain, twe lst Lis.,
end three o2nd ILbs., end increasing the six flights to seven. (45
silots, 12 ground officers). (copy of above GO not available).

OFFICERS ERLISYED PFEH

Rgginning of the month 55 254
ifet Increase 3 c
et decrease | 2 ¢
motal at end of period 56 254
Total Orficers and Enlisted Ten 310
TOVELRKT i

The scuadron moved from A-40, charitres, Frauce to A-69, Laon-
Athies, France between the dates of 7 September to 15 September,
when the last contingent of personnel arrived at 4-69, The advance
party moved again on 26 Sepbember from 4-69, Laon-Athies, TFrance
to A-~-82, Le Cculot, Belgium bub moved once more from A-89, Le Culotb,
Belgzium bo A-84, Chlevres, Belgium on 29 September. (The last
continzent arrivesd at A-84 on O Qctober}.

LOSSES IN ACTION : NIL

AVARDS AND DECORATIONS @ }
The fo.lowing awards of Air Nedals and clusters have been made
in accordance with the sections and general Orders indicated.

in accordance with par. 3, SO # 104, Hg. 588tk Fighter Group,
atd 2 September 1944, 116 Enlisted Hen of this squadron were awarded
tood Conduct edals. {411l names indicated on copy of 80 attached).




HEADQUAR TERS
X TACTICAL &R COMMATD

EPC 595, US Army
8 geptombar 1944,

GENERAL CRDERS )
1
NUMBER 56 )

AARDS OF &R RN - mmmmmenmmnenes = -SECTIOE Lo
SHARDS OF OEBK hiF CLOSTER TO AIR YEDEL---==m==e===m==m7omommmm et SESTION I1e

SECTION I

1. By direction of the President, .ndsr the provisions of Executive Order Noo
9158 (Bull 25, WD 1942} es emended by Executlve Order Nos 9242-k (Bull 49,Fd 1942)
and in accordance wi th suthority delogated by the War Depariment and Ninth 4ir Pores,
the following nemed officers of the IX Teoticel Alr comend ars awarded +he AR
¥RDAL, in recognition of meritorious achievement while participating in merial

£ligh t in the Ruropesn Theatrs of Operstions, ecch haring pertioipated ian the re~

qu ired number of operational sortiss against the onomy, snd/ or heving destroyed an
enemy sircraft on the date indicabed.

* - * * sk

Z68THE FIGHTER GROUP
396TH FIGETER SQUATRON -

LRIRERT F» BRIZENDINE 0-320454 2nd 1be Benbton Harbor, ¥iche
WILLIAM Go DIXON 0-706367 2pd Lto Hollywood, Rla.
BOYD B. JOHNSOH 0-766544 2pd Ite Ste Paul, Minne

JOHN R, KNAUSS 0=820510 2, 1b. Northanpton, Feon.
IRVEN F.MILIER 0=-820646 2nd Lbe Smithfisld, Perne

SECTION II

1, By di rection of the President, Yyedals awarded

in Ge noral Oriers, inaioated in right column opposita the following named
officers of the IX Tachisal ALr commend are awarded the Q4K LEBAF CLUSTER TO THE AR
MED4L, under the provieions of RBreoutive Ordor NO. 9158 (Bwll 25, WD 1942) as amen=
ded b y Exscutive Order Hoe 9242-5(Bull 49, WD 1942) and in acocordance with suthor<
ity delegubed by the HWar pepartment and Hinth Lir Fores, in recognition of mori-
torious achisevemen® whila participatisg 3 aeorial flight in the Buropsan Theatre

of Qperations; egoh having participated in the requirsd number of operational sotriss
sgainst the onemy andfor have destroyed an enomy aircraft on the dates indicatede

* * * *
SECOND BROKZE 0K LEAF CLUSTER

%68th FIGHTER GROUP
326¢h Fighter Squadron

0-702793 2nd It sioux Falls SD 1944 GO 31 STAC

* *

FOURTE BRONZE OAK LEAF CLUSTER

-l
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40 Moo 56, Comtrd:

368TH FIGHTER GROUP
396th Fightsr Squadron

GBORGE P, OHIMAN 0-587058 2nd Lt Littlston col 1944 g0 31 9TAC
* * *

SECOFD SILVER CAX I1EAF CLISTER

3687TH FIGHTER GRK'P
396%h Fighter Squadron

FRAXE S. KERCHNER 0~805637 1st Lt Long Branch NJ 1984 G0 133 (%)
VALTER €. LOUGHARY 0=802321 1st Lt Springfield Hass 1944 GO 100 (9AF)
IevING OSTOF 0-380085 ist It Passaio NJ =« 1544 GO 133 {(94F)

* * *
By Commend of Major Generel GUESADS:

/%/ 8. C. XIIDAID,
Brig Gen, USR
Chief of Staff,e

OFFICIAL:

/s/ Re Jo MAYS,

/t/ R J. VAYS,
Major, 4G D,
Adjubtant General.

® 4 TRUE EXTRACT COFY ©

‘}
MURRAY 65&&&

13t Loy Alr Corpse




HE/DW.RTERS
36871 FIGATER GROUX

) 470 595, U. S. srmy
s 2 September 194

SCECII ATTWRS )

+

‘LOE"' ) N . . L - .

NUYBER

AC. is aptd Gp

LG uERE

1. Ist 53 JSHLD Q0RIL. £14K0399.

- 5 sorucdnel Fguipment (Efiec
vice Capt ERNEST R- cENIEETY 0163622 Sauipsont Grricer,

L4

2o

.
‘Undg,r the provisions o

iR 615 5: 30 Juns

943, ené. upon the reconmens

d"iuiﬁh of

Lis r\.dl.wed to the gr of vt for misconduct-

"3
heving complpicd the

. has bécn sich as to deserve crar. Zylon arc &y
mctampl‘_ry bOpaflmu cfflclf’ncy ard fldellty; PR

B
» Technical Scrcconts
' Oates, Harberd o

Donamfe; Robert I,

Harisiadeg, .lkibiades

Hensen, Carl fo .Jr
Legere, Roberi Jo
Malonc, 'illiam
Mezcalf, ‘esley. Js
Selighan, Soymour T,
Spigut, Michael .-
Tarpone, Goribaldl
”ulson, sunm,r s

;taﬁ‘ Scrheg..lts
frensmen, [lfrec I
Bassler, Fllis X-
Chrisman, Leland D.
Crisci, Nicholag F.
Daly, Thomos e
Dilger, fuentin Fo
¥ngelman, Howard J.
Everett, Williem H,
Fowler, (lavence N.
gergel, Richard G.
Ghizzone, Chssver fw
Gruber, Robert ., °*
Haorkness, Keith L.
darvell. Jlaruize H.

L3

Pader ¥he provi

sions of .x 500--63.

Iils urgn Comdr, sgt \C“ J Jusse Lo Gastro, 39267313, 397th Fir Sc,

she following named =M, 396th Fir Sg,

reguired amount of szo7 in the frmy of “the United States
~pand izavmb denoassated Tidality- .hrough faitlf sl and .<uet porformances of
duty, cf‘f*czuncn sthrokgh capec.sy o prodvze desircd ro =ults, and whosc behavier

4

37259423
3916951
12 30_?_5._}
15039759

11653759.
S97.

3237
31115743
3232312
33153507
32335052
12065337

32463395
32545336
37262392
12148531
12079055
37195342
35684905
36535933
143 33889
35397743
32141122
17109321
37212350
14149505

3

Staff‘ Serm;:y..,s Coni'd
EIVL: "}"5\,.’(1- vl”"lstlﬂn Fe
Hyduc, John

Kaczowkh, Sigaond fe
Kerolek; Clement ja
Knowi ton, Orvi lle 2
Kostere Don Be
Lenum, . 0seph E. Jr
Lancast.«xr. Kenncth Be
Low:ett. , Willian T.e
Yartin: sndrew De |
Korgan. Edward P ,
Ieiler. Rudolph 0s
Murin, Hdiward L. a
Melson, Ellard 0. .
Norris, flmon Be Jr -
rottery; Bufford .
Rodgoers, Raymond Te
Smith, Reymond We
Shagzey Richerd C.
Stamper, Raynond
Uphan, John- i,

Vlach, Goorge Ce
Vnook,. rdolph J.
WAty GLaruilco je
Wightman, Edwin Ce
tlinter, ¥illiam B,
ffood, John C. Jr
Zidek, Stephen J,

(a.*’rlx,d Gocd Conduct Hed. als for

39545559
332226} -
'1037044
12022521 - -,
3.3076622

e i060?29
35401390 -
37237821
120080627
34027257
£353579
36113661
39259467
3:190446
19135675
13035202

+ 33307965

17335041
3:2.39420
31148086
3.066351
3302742
12019159
37175281
31166574
15099555
14053200
35348455




S0 iAoy, g 368th FPtr Gp, dtd 2 Sept 4l contia,

© Sergeants .

fguino, /lbert . 12040005 Sergeants Conttd
Basch, Gusbavus 15082897 Stockford, Robert Le 31044428
Bedian, Zane 12074356 Swllivan, Bdwerd Je 31093461
Bennett, Eduond =, 11029089 Szcesuil, Frank Ce 31201628
Bernstein, David G. 17039951 . Thamas, Dominick Je 31105799
Blackwell, Shady 33129363 © Thompson, 0Swald Ce- 32436203
Burnhem, Franklin H, 31105737 Wilson, Glayton W, 35449088
Brinson, Karlton C. 38222647 Wilhite, Tack We' 204,3592
Davidson, Buford Pe 36555513 - Woodsy Robert Wa 17071398
Detert, Norbert Me 3681523 ’
Dolan, fndrew Je Jr 11098825 Gorporals
Docley, Thamas Fe 11106656 Barry, Martin Me 12191052
Endicott, Alvin R 35720453 Corcolcotes; John Ds 39035496
Engle, Clayton Ba -32166149 Doyon, Rene 4, - 31119005
Ewin, Edward Gs 36070034 Duffy, Joseph fe 31096372
Fishery: Charles H, 33235040 Mertin, Harvey 12045363
Fitzgerald, Robert F. 32221162 Maurer, Willienm E, 19087611
Flores, Ernie Ve 39556781 Michelson, George Re 37666729
Greemspan, Richard 12035870 Mitehell, illiam Ge 33567094
Hirschfelt, Casper T 356018),0 Padgett, Leon Je 34545887
Joyner, Wiley V., Jr. 34666029 Schneider, Henry e 39558344
Lucas, Leonard M, 36376995 Sokoloff; Morris - 330549138
McInness, Daniel Te 31132773 Steinchak, Charles B 35514014
McCain, Joe Le 38225699 Sulton, Mohamed * 32421986
¥ei, Renato E. 39094661 Teague, Bdgar Re Jr . 37604398
Miletich, Joseph L. 17069909 Tosetti, Jmbrosco J. 11033503
Monaghan, Gerald H, 31110943 Tunkel, Shelden - 12203733
Poters, John He 33496413 Wyett, Howard Fe 35652372
Portaer, Leonard V. 32551088 '
EFrice, Richard C. 32194545 Frivates First Class.
Ribback, Reginald He 18026461 Herrelson, Lacy Rs " 3h604636
Richard, Roy Z 33316598 silver, Joseph 31105689
Stephens, frnold Ge 11090660 Thomas, Joseph M. 32580109
Stone, Lloyd Re 15076071

Frivates - ¢

Smith, Edward Je 31306467 -
By order of (olonecl MEYERS:

EUGH L+ RICE,
Major, 4ir Corps,
) - } ) ldjutanta
e h UL
HUGH L. RICE,
Major, iir Corps,
/d jutant, s
-2 -
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SGUADZRCN HITTIORY

PERSOHNEL CHAWGES:

1. on Sept. 1st, Capt. Demnis ¢risp and 1lst Lt. Jerry B. Tullis
were asgd. and jd. -the squadron as two additlonal pilots. Lt.
Kermedy was officially back from his attached duty at Group.
Two enlisted men were reduced in grade and ten were promoted fto
grades indicated in par. & and 6, €0 103, Hq. 368th Ftr. GF.,
dtd 1 Sept. 1944, (gopy of S0 atchd).

2nd Lt. Joseph S. Busenbark asgd and jd the sguadron on Sept. 3rd
from the 13th RCD. It. Busenbark was with the squadron before his
transfer to the hospital.

1st ILt. David ¢. Parrish and lst Lt. Robert G. Paulette were both
sptd. Capt. AUS per par. 2 S0 # 245, Hg. Ninth AF, dtd 1 sept.
1944. They were notified on Sept. B8th, as was 2nd Lt. Henry L.
Clson promoted to lst ILb. AUS per par 3 of the same order. Lt.
Davils was set to o on D.S. to the 2nd Armored Division.

Oon Sept. 20th, sSgb. Wilson and Cpl. Zeitlin of the Communications
section left on D.S. to the 327th #ighter Control Squadron.

Major Thomas J. Andrews was transferred to Hg. IX TAC on the 26th
and Gapt. Crisp was appotnited Squadron Operations Qfficer,

ond Lt. Gushin was transferred to the 474th Fbtr. Gp. and 1st Lt.
Davis rebturned to squadron from DS with Z2nd Armored Divisiongon

Sepﬁzsf




BB:DYU. RIEAS
368TH FIGHIER GROUP

PO 5950 Ve Se srmy
1 September 1944

3PECI/L ORDBRS )
3
NUMBER 103 )

1i Lt Col JOHN D. 'l H/ESLER; 0432193, £Cy 1s aptd Gp Operatiens Officer,
priné duty, vice Capt MEREDITH W, HERY, 0796688, 4G, relds

2. Capt MEREDITH Y. HENRY, 0796633, ‘0, is apbd issistant Gp Opcrations
Officer, prine duty.

3e Major RIND/L W, AENDRICKS, o4j180h, iC, is designated as Commanding
Officer of the 397th Fighter Scuudron, vice Lt Col JOEN D. e HIESLER, 0432193,
20y trfd. . }

e Under the provisions of 43 615-5, 30 June 1943. and upon %the recommens

dation of fheir Grgn Comdr, the “ollowing nemed EH, 396th Ttr Sg, cre reduced
to the gr of BEvt for inefficiencyr;

S/Sgt (750) James B. Winfree 311776l
53/Szt (747, Louis Zrinski 37067214

7 5e ! Under <the provisions of /o 615-5, 30 June 1943 =2nd upon the recommens
dation of .thelr Orgn ComdrP, the following naned BM, 355th Fitr Sg, are o
prénoted to grades as indieated: Co

-

20 B TiCINIC/L SEAGE.NT (TEiwR)

&/sgt (911) Tawcrd f. Thompson 33312577
S/sgt (750) Richard B. Nartker 15117396

0 285 ST/FF SEAGE.NT (TEsp)

Szt (759) Xeith 0. Grane 39835730
8gt (941) ndrew Vanta 15019222
3gt (750) clifford ¥, Dolan 32434647
Sgt (7h7) Joseph L. DiPierno 12012818
Sgt (750) ¥illiom ¥, Fisk 32316417
Sgt (605) Mmarchesq Philip 33414990

TO BE SERGE.NT (TBu2)

Col (Ol4) David M. Palma 39297507
Cpl (941) Vincent J. lMastromatico 15374303
Cpl (747) 'rheodore D. Rugziero 32731699




RESTRICTED

50 03, Hg 368tk Fitr Gp, dtd 1 Sept 44, par 5 cont!d.
0 BE_CORPORML, (THE)

Ffe (345) chester E. Urio 36199366
Pfe (911) Wilfred V. Milmoe 32723374
vt (750) Vito J. Bafilz 13047083
Pfe (747) Robert E. Olson 16013123
¥fe (7h7) Floyd T- Nelson 39335675
Pfe (750) George F. O'Hora 12141960
¥fe (747 Wlbur L. Faith 15078487
¥fe (405) Hervin V. Hilon 16013013

T0 BE JRIVATE FIRST CL.SS (Tmw?)

vt (650) K .hen Dubin . 33318553
Pvt (911} John gelusta 32775904
v (gil) bcr,r,, Duvis 19093102
Lrve (911) Hi.roid Tl Torlay 38365977
vt (952) 94 ones s _..y:h_;. 3732302

6 Under the provisions of i 615-5, 30 Junc 1943, and upon tho rocorrione
dation of their Orgn Comdr, thc fLllowing n._.ncd 7, 336th Fitr Sq, éve proroted
to g,rg.dcs as indicated: . - 7

TO BL TBV.ENIC_LL .d(}mm (mu)

5/3zt (511) Eifmard T+ Zngelmon 35634905

PO Fi"STFE SERGENT (TRLS),
Sgt (821) zlvin R. Bndicoit 35720453
Sgt (505; Pod Goldman 36445508

TC BE_SERGENT (TH.D)

.

vt (750; James B, Winfrou  3411776L
. TO BE COR.OR.L (Thi@)

vfe (911) Charlés Fo Banks 12172539
vt (747) Louis Zrinski 32467214

-tvt (911) Howard D. Carter 35414054
vt (050) Jemes 4. Cobb 34657120
vt I911) Elnmor Fvans 1326725
vt (345) Goorge H, Herris 36451663

-2




7e TUnder the provisiens of /R 615-5, 30 June 1943, and upon %he recommen-
dation of their Orgn Comdr, the following nemed BN, 397th Fitr 8q, ore promoted
to grodes as indiecated:

TQ BE TECHNIC/L SERCE/NT (TEw)

5/8gt. (862) Mortin M. XKlcin 325064469

BE, ST:FE SERGER THLE)

Szt (911) Haorold .. Houn 31129018
Sgt (941) Williem J. Merlone 31105696
Sgt (911) Hichacl Y. Rocewi gy 350284)7

0 BE SERGELNT ( Pric)

(911) Josc E. Aeguin 12089221
(060) John H. Busgh 32366862
{747) Wickolas Cordiste 12181533
(911) Charles i. Estaphen 11116320
(911) Joscph Ce Hcher 32768059
{747) ¥illiom Be Murrey 32849000

TO 3% COR.ORL (Tmc)

£fc (809) Ben B. Barber - 35339169
ife (941) Calvin M. Hazelbaker356093822
#fe (060) Cloghn M. Hoffner 34432639
£fe (911) Tugenc F. Miskz 35057919

TQ BE fRIV/IE FIRST CL.SS (Tmas)

vt (9113 James T'» Hackett 42080612
Ivt (9017 paniel ®. Vhite 39411062

By order of Coloncl MEYERS:

UG L RICE,
Major, air Corps,

OFFICI/Ls s jutant,

P ey
/,4« LTY
HUGH {. RICE,
Major, sir Corps,
la jutant,

DISTRIBUTION eum




SQUADRON HISTORY
MISSIONS # 197, 198.,.Armored Column Support...Grace Comes Home..Leaflets

Briefing was held at 0745, September lst. Capts. Henry and East
gave the pertinent poop to the boys regarding the operations and
I?telligence. §t..091. Douglas was to lead the squadron on this one. IT
there were no definite targets in front of our troops, the sguadron was
to recce a definite area. At 0908, the 12 P-47's were airborne and set
out on course to the rendszvous point. The mission was.uneventful with
no enemy targets seen. Bronco # 2 was at farle and friendly troops were
ip Hirson, t@e marshalling yards of which they had visited pre-invasion
time, escorting B-26!'s on March 25th. It was on the return from this
mission that day when the squadron first encountered enemy aircralt.

- Todsy, friendly troops were seen down there.

The second mission for the day had its briefing at 1345, a different
type of mission. Capt. MclLachlan was going to lead the squadron on a
leaflet raid over four towns with the special leaflet bombs - St. Quentin
ROVe, Perrone and Villers, and 3 x 500 lb. bombs were to be used in
support of our armored columms after the leaflets were dropped. Wac
briefed the pilots on the procedure for the mission, then all returned
to the sguadron. The mission was accomplished as briefed with the leaflets
dropped in the designated areas and then hegding out to work with our
ground forces. Bronco #l at Buironfosse, asked the squadron to recce
area for enemy gun positions, The boys found and destroyed an anti-tank
gun, got some ¥/ms straffed a tank, then came home. A mission well
accomplished., Dave Parrish was hit by heavy flak SE of 3%. Quentin and
hsd o return early with Pappy and Lt. Glgzier as escort. When the planes
ianded, we were released until daybreak.

1.t. Grace, who had bellied-in his airplane about 18 miles southwest
of Laon after being hit by flak yesterday, dame back to the squsdron as
the boys were landing from the first mission. He had quite an adventure.
As soon as the plane came to a halt, Jerry blew up the IFF equipment and
then ran towards a nearby woods fOr cover. He walked about two miles in
a swamp until he came to an open field where he lied down and covered
himself with the weeds. In this position, he remained in this field for
three hours. Grace heard volces speaking French. Knowing that they must
be looking for him, he made his presence kmown just as they were about to
flush him out of his concealment, There were about fifteen civilians
plus two american stdldiers. The people tried to tell Jerry that they had
been looking for him since they saw his plane come down. He got this
gll through the motions and gestures of the Frenchmen for he didnt't
understand a bit of the language. In his own words regarding the fedling
of being among friends, the reply was, 17 felt damn happy when I saw
these people with the two Agmerican fellows.

From the Tield where he hid, Jerry Grace and the soldiers went to
the airplane, along with the Frenchmen, where he got his parachute and
some odds and ends from the cockpit. They found many French civilians
surrounding the plane when they arrived.

The two soldiers, who were from the 1st Infentry Division, led Lt.
Grace back to the headquarters of ome of the regiments where he had
some chow and was later taken to the Division Headgquarters via jeep. At
this CP, he was given transportation to Division Rear where he stayed
overnight. In the morning of sept. lst, Jerry didn't have any avallable
transportation but finally caught a jeep going %o an evacuation hospital

3
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 SGUADROH KISTORY

MISSIONS # 197, 198...cont1dece.e

where he was fortunute enouih to find an ambulance oing directly To
GCharitres - and home to the sguadrone it was quite an adventure.

we got two more new pilots, captain permis Crisp snd 1st Lt. Jerry
B. Tullis who joined us sepb. 1st.

sweating oub A MissioNessses

An early morning briefing for the oné. was cancelled because of the
weather. At 1215, & briefing was held for aymored column support with
the 3rd Armored pivision in the vicinity of Hirson. When the pilots
returned to the squadron, the take-off was delayed because the weather
was closing in again. The squadron had been waiting g11 sefternoon vhen
group Ops celled in an 18 take-off with a nalf hours notice.

The scheduled pilots rushed out to the planes when the mission was egain
cancelled. The squadron wes then released until the next day. BY that
time Toughary and his flight had returned from their visit to Gay parec.

MISSIONS # 199 - 201...Armored ¢olumn support...Lte. Busenbark-Rejoins..

at 0645, sept. Zrd the squadron was peing briefed for an 0745 talke-

off. Bronco and poodle controllers were in the vicinibty of Maubege as

we noticed bl tn into Belgium. The ATO briedfd the

boys on the groun

velegnclennes, Mons,

Andrevws held a short briefing on

planes were over the target area by 0840, where the¥ spotted much enemy
£ in the Faret de Hormal ares. Three plones carried 500 pounders

which they dropped on the enemy is point. going down ‘o

strafe, e sguadron bagged & totel of 80-70 M Ts destroyed, plus 30-40

horse-drawn carts {end 3 Germans soldiers who Ostuw made sure of)e.

About 300 more horse-dravwn carts were seen in the forest and the whole

area ardund pavei had as many snemy vehlcles. our troops were approaching

Maubeuge while the squadron was destroying Jerry. Al remsrked what a

good.mission this was.

The second briefing was it was to be the samd
type of mission,'with iac lead er The briefed aregs
they destroyed auite & number of ¥ awvn vehicles.
Bronco was just north of Honss preparing to move. Many enemy u/Ts were
seen trapped southwest of nons but our ground troops seemed to have the
situation well in hand. It was eritique and priefing time when this
mission 1anded. .

gefore the thipd mission had its briefing, Mac 1ed the critique, t.
col. Haesler and Capt. Reinthal priefed on the 1gst mission for the daye.
The P-4788 were airborne at 1802, Lt. Dave Parrish.leading. in the
vicinity of Nivelles, they destroyed 14 traffing and bombing
and a total ol 1 Frie?dly
troops had reach ¢ was jemmed with
tyucks. When the plane the critique was held,the bo¥ys had
supper and TV X ateau to nhit the sack". LU. Busenbark,
who was 1éft in & gland joined the squadron once again and
came to the chabeau with the rest of the pilo¥s. fiis ankle ned healed

4
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SGUADRON HISTORY
LISSTIONS # 199 - 201.....00nt1'decees

and was well on the road to recovery from that parachute jump he made on
May 31st, when his radio went out and the wesather was very poor. all the
boys greeted him back. '

SCRUBBED. s+ 4 e s« s ».The Weather......

The sguadron went on a 30 minute alert starting at C&00 on the 4th.
411 were standing by all morning but no mission had come in yebt. 4
briefing was called for at 1330 for column support in the area northeast
of St. Quentin. When the pilots returndd to the ready room, a standby
was called in over the squak box because of the weather - no take-off,
Another briefing was held at 1730 for the same type of mission but when
they scrambled out to the airplanes and taxied out, the weather caused
another scrub. -

The first zroup of enlisted personnel of the squadron got thelr
chance to see Paris and spend the day there. The truck left very early in
the morning with ILt. Boose in charge. All had a swell time seeing the
sights and what Paris was all about.

Sept. 5th brought another 30 minute alert in the morning. At about
1030, & briefing was held at group. Yhe squadron was going to work with
the XIX TAC on a dive bombing mission to Brest against german positions
s5i1]l holding out. The planes took-off, but the mission was scrubbed
while in the air because of the weather. The weather continued bad all
day, with the squadron being released finally.

NISITON # 202......aArmed Recce For The XIX TAC....Ready To Move.

on Sept. 6th, briefing was held at 0615, bright and early. The
squadrons of the group were to perform an armed reconnaissance from
Saarbrucken to Kalserlautern - Trier - Arlon - then to Luxembourg. The
bomb-line went into fermsny near Saarbrucken. Each P-47 in the squadron
was to carry 2 x 500 1b. gP's. ILt. §ol. Perego, flying with the squadron
was leading this group mission. At about 0800, they were setting course
going in the direction of the Third Army. In the recce area, they found

a marshalling yardbelieved to be at Triler and bombed with very good
results, getting hits on the choke point and parked goods wagons.

In the afternoon, we found out that we were to move to Laon 4/D
(A-89). Originally it was planned to use the mnew base as & refueling and
rearming place for thezplanes but later we found out that the whole group
was to move there. "A! party'!'s convoy was tp leave tomorrow morning at
0600, with the rest 8f the squadron to follow as equipment and men were
to be sent there. The release at the end of the day was until the
morning of the 8th - Mainbenance and training.




SGUADRON HISTORY
RELEASED +OR MAINTENANCE AND TRAINING . e v eveese nalt party LeaveS....

The day of the 7th #as an ordinary one used for work on the sir-
planes. At 0600 that morning, Major wernli and his advance party set
out Tor A-59, the Laon-athies Airfield. Just =& 1ittle over two weeks
and tae outfit was set to move closer to the Lroops. Some training hops
were flown with the new pilots for orientation and formation flying.

The packing for the move of the rest of the squadron was started, other-
wise the day was more Or 1ess uneventful.

MISSIONS # 203, 4, S5...WithX IX TAC In support 0f siege On Brest....
nogptain® parrish and npirst® Lieut. H.L. Olson..

priefing wes called for 0600 hours on gept. 8th. The group was
going to work with the troops of the 29th Infandry Division who were
1laying slege to the city of Brest, still resistirg stubbornly. Most of
the briefing site was sent on ahead to Laon 8O the boys were briefed
in the ALO's tent serving the purpose Very well. The ALO gave the .
1atest informetion sbout our ground forces to the pilots, dealing with
the prisoners taken to date and 2 bit about the siegfried Line. Capt.
HeLachlan was leading the first of the three missions for the day, The
12 ships were airborne at 0722, but Larsen had To come back immediately
pecause of belly tank failure. All carried 2 x 500 1b. GP bombs. The
bombing results were excellent. Default conbroller gave the squadron
the exact locabtlon of one of the forts on the outskirts of the cit¥,
211 hits were obgserved inside of this strongpoint. our troops were gboub
four miles from Brest at the time. The BOys Were enthusiastic over the
presults of their bomblng as they ceme into the personal equipment Toom
to remove their flying gear.

4t 1030, the second mission was priefed. It was just about then
that Lt. Col. pouglas prought out the promation orders for Dave parrish,
making him a Gaptain and promoting H.L. Olson to 1lst Lisubt. right after
the congratulations, the boys lefit for briefing. Lt. col.pouglas led
thls one. When they arrived over the target area, pefauls marked gon
positions for them which they pornbed with very good results near the tip
of the peninsula, then headed for home. Rob Pauletie, our sguadron
sngineering officer, was promo_’ced to Captain on the same order as Parrish
was listed. Bob was over at Laon with the advance party.

At 1500, the third briefing took place. Lt. Jensen and capt.
Reinthal briefed. The boys left fob the line right away and weited for
the planes of the previous mission to land. Chuck Romine led the
squadron. 1t. Larsens 1eading Purple f1ight, had to return to the base
for the second time during the days operations - radioc trouble this
time. This made him feel pretdy padlys since as assistant operations
officer, Al had to get ready for all the ribbing. The mission was accom-
plished as priefed. When they arrived over the Brest area, the 29th
Infantry controller tpied to mark one of the fortified points for the
the fort with fair results while Mec's fiight

hich they found in & haystack.
snd a quick critigue was held ab

11 plasnes reé
A L4 a for chov.

Group before T
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SQUADROY HISTORY

HISSION # 206, 7, 8....Armored Column Support with 3rd Armored....

September 9th, brought the squadron back to close support with: the
armored colums of the 5rd Armored bivision. The first briefing was
held at 0545 for the inFormation regarding our old friends Instand,
Poodle and Bronco. Maj. Andrews was to lead this mission. Qur forces
were in the vieinilty of ILiege, bringing them closer to the Germsan
tfrnotier. Ef there were no definite targets, they were to recce en
area to the east. The planes fot to the target area at 0815 and re-
mained until 0930 hours. It was qulite suceessful with Capt. Rominets
flight spotting about 500 German troops coming downi a road between
Liege and aachen, shooting up about 75% of them. The sguadron also got
15 vehicles a couple of staff cars and a locomotive while flying recce
in the briefed area. Some of the boys flew over Aechen, Germany for the
first time., They reported meny active Tactories in theé recce area.

A% 1145, the second mission, with Lt. Col. Douglas leading, was
‘briefed at Group. They were to go to the same area to perform the same
type of mission as thc previous one. Vhen the squadron arrived in the
.vicinity, Instand told them to go to Verviers, a tomn 10-12 miles of
Iiege, where help was needed. Our broops were in the town as well as
in Bathtiee which is north of Verviers. The sguadron went to the area
where the help was needed. A house was marked with smoke as a btarget.
The two boubs dropped came very close fo the target wnich was then
straffed snd set on fire as many German soldiers were seen rumning out
of it. It became a 1ittle too hot for them. About 45 vehicles were
destroyed as well, plus s little straffing on 25-30 troops. Tiey
spotted much enemy equipment and many troops, some in black uniform,
The boys were very satisfied with tne mission when they came home.

Just as the planes were coming down fpvom the mission, the third
was being briefed at 1615. After the poop was given, they returned to
the equipment room to get set, .receiving some of the late information
from thepilots who had just returned. Maj. Andrews would have led the
squadron but his airplane got stuck on taxiing. Capt. Baer and Lt.
ostuw both rfailed to take-off because of tire troubles whiclh resulted
in mert Loughary leading the sguacdron of nine p-471s,., He led them to
the Llege area where enemy aircraft was called in over the B/T. They
immediately jettisoned their belly tanks wrien they spotted a dogfight
between the Jerries and Spits plus 47's. Two FW 190s were seen to b§~
shot down, one Hun bailing out. our troops were still in Verviers with
Bronco #1 moving up to it. The squadron relayed mescages between Instand
and Bronco because Instand couldn't contact him from where hie was
located - another good deed played by our boys. All plsnes were down by
2020. At the critique, It. Col. Haesler told the pilots that there was
a possibility of moving to the Laon field tomorrow. .

" puring the day, some more trucks left for our new home with both
equipment and men. LE. george R. Davis went on D.S. to the Qng Armored
Division where he was to work with the air-support party. Davis got on
one of the trucks heading for Laon from where he was going to try for
a ride to the spot where the 2nd Armored was locabed.

An interesting bit was 38%. righer's, one of our cooks: The convoy
goinyg through Parls on the way to A-62 stopped to see this Deautifgl
capitol of France. The people nearby the truck he was on approag 3 o
unhesitatingly. A little girl impressed him very much so he hande )
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a bar of chocolate. Those who have passed through Paris kmow the ex-
prescsions of joy which these people have shown. The little girl must
have thanked him in the language which he kmew nothing of. The man
standing by, who was evidently her father, resopnded to her request in
French for he raised the tot towgrds Sgt. Fisher whom she embraced and
kissed in the way of thanks.

MISSIONS # 208, 10.....Contlnued Support for tre 3rd Armored.....

chow was received at the 395th starting on the 10th for our kitchen
was sent on shead to Laon. Briefing for the dey's missions was started
at 0945 for the sguadron. Capbain McLachlan was leading the first one
for the day. The rendezvous with the armored column was at Verviers and
then to recce the ares easiward into Germany if no definite targets
were given from the ground. Flak-happy valley near Koln was pointed out
so that they could orient themselves. All the pilots had come to this
briefing for Lt. Col. Eaesler briefed on the new field, pointing out
the runwaeys and areas., Tae planes took-off at 1059 and arrived in the
target area, when Poodle #1 asked lac to bomb a house pin-pointed about
4 miles east of Verviers. The bombing by tihie one plane was fair with a
near miss. The house was then straffed as wape three enemy tanks nearby.
They reported our troops in the town of 1imbourg. The rest of the mission
was mors or less uneventful.

capt. Crisp took another convoy to our new home as word came to us
that the pilots would not be leaving then. 4ll the baggage had to be
brought back to the chateau to await further word from Group. The
briefing for the second mission was held at 1645. Maj. &ndrews led the
scuadron to the vicinity of Verviers where Bronco contacted and asked
them to bomb two Tiger tanks concealed next to two churches just south-
east of Limbourg, which was accomplished by good bombing, very close to
-the designated spots. 1Rooty! was seen on the mein highway to aachen,
zoing northeast past Herve. 411 the planes were down at 2040 hours.

At 4-69, Lt. Davis got a ride to Ia capelle after having stayed at
Taon-Athies airfield overnight from the previous day. From there he
hopped a ride to get To phillipville where he was to contact the head-
quarters of the 2nd Armored pivision.

MISSTONS # 212, 1l2...Hore Armored Column Support...Planes Kove To Laon-
Athies A~69¢ssese

on Sept. llth, briefing was neld at 0800 for support to units of
the 5rd Armored Division. Mac was going %o lead the sguadron to the
viecinity of Verviers for rendezvous and then perform a reconnalssance
east of that point if the controller had nothing for them., Mac contacted
Bronco #2 who was just east of Goe. The ground troops marked en anti-
tank gun which Capt. HMcLachlan destroyed with excellent bo@bing right
on it. capt. Parrish got near +its close to an artillery pilece which
was giving our troops some trouble. ILt. Benton added to the squadron?s
good work by gstraffing and destroying an enemy tank. The_tank expl?ded
after the continucus hits. East of Homburg, our boO¥s noticed some ime-
portent German positionse. They also chased a Jerry tank down a road and

Tinally stopped it. Just as the bovs were starting to leave the area for
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KISSIONS # 211, 18......(C0n%'d). ...

nhome, some of our friendly columns started to move ahead again., "rLittle"
nlie ran short of gas on the way home so he landed at the new field,
beating out the squadron vo the place.

A%t 1200, the next mission was briefed., There was no definite in-
formation as yet regarding the ships landing at A-€9 after this.The
mission was to be the same as previous, with Lt. Col. Douglas leeding.
Jjust before the pilots left to zo out to their airplanes, word came
through that they were to land at Taon-pthiss field for permanent
operations from there (until the next move), Meanwhlle, 1#aj. Andrews
end some of the boys that were still around at Chartres were figuring
who woula ©ly the rest of the rest of the ships up there. Naturally,
some debate took place in the operations room. After settling the schedule
as to who would fly and who would make the trip by. truck, the seven
plenes from Chartres left for A-69 after the mission's planes took-ofT,
ngpike! guilty left for the field later by himself.

wnile on the second mission for the day, the boys did alright for
themselves. They destroyed 5 tanks and probably destroyed 7 others. To
add to the total 22 1i/7s were destroyed. There was ruch enemy actlvity
in the area. After this very good job, they set course for and landed
at a#69.

KISSIwS # 2135, 14, 15...First Missions Direct From A4=8%....Flying NWear
siegiried Lin€eeessces

‘ghe Tirst mission to be flown from the new base was briefed ab
0545 hours on the 12 th of September. Capt. Fast and Lt. Col. Haesler
briefed the pilots for an armored column support with the 3rd Armored
Division. Taking off at 070%, they arrived over the briefed area at 0745.
wriendly troops were a couple of miles northwest of wWalhorn. They bombed
= railroad east of Aachen, with only one bomb sctually exploding, which
didn't do much gzood on this mission. However, the Thunder Bums made up
for this poor bombing by straffing end destroying and destroying 2
trolleys, 8 locomotives, a truck and a staff car. Flying around in the
area, the boys brought back the report that the factorées between Duren
and pschen were all active. A1l the planes were down by 0837 hours,
after having been over the siexzfried Line area in the vicinity where the
mission was flovn.

~he second mission for the day was airborne at 1305. The Lwo air-
planes carrying the bombs did some exmellent dive-bombing by stopping
and destroying 4 btanks near Eynatten, only two or trree miles from the
cermen frontier. Through excellent straffing they destroyed 5 ?anks and
probably got three others. Poodle ;2 was in Eynatbten and the pilots )
suspected enemy tank concentrations in the woods and hedgerows north oX
+he town. after this mission the boys all wanted more planes to carry
bombs. .
T.t. Col. Douglas led the third and last mission for the day. After
contacting poodle #L, who didnt't have any targets for them, the sguadron
was asked to recce the area to the east of where he Was di§persed,
spotting some vuildings which appeared like strongpoints right on the

them with hits in the general arcé of the

German Frontier, they bombed S
target. Further east, the sguadron caught a concentration of 40-50
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vehicles and straffed them with very good results on a road sotbh of
the 7jermund Forest in germany. About 40 were destroyed with the vehicles
exploding and flames shooting high into the air. Observations showed &
concrete strip sbout 2 miles long locabec HE of Grevenbdgch, artillery
was shelling the Siegfried Iine east of poodle 1.

ATter the mission came down, Ve were notified that 8 of the planes
were to go to Burtonwood, England, where they were to have rockets
fitted to each sirplane. Maj. Andrews was Lo g0 with Lt. Loughary's
Blue Flight plus Lt. Howie. They sot some maps ready and called it a
night for the squadron, sSome of our Fhunder Bums were going to become
Rocketeers as well.

MISSIONS # 216....4 Ship Top Cover...3ome of the Airplanes 0ff to fet
Rocket Devices Fitted...ess.

At 0810, Sepbtember 13 th, Lt. Col. Douglas, mej. sndrews and Lb.
Lougharyts Blue #1izht plus Tt. Howie, took-off with nine airplanes
eight of which were to go to Purtonwood to have the rocket tubes and
acocessories fitted to the planes. The rest of the squadron went on 2
4 ship slert to act as Top cover for any group mission that might come
in,

At about 1145, we were notified at the mess tent that a briefing
was zoing to be held immediately at group. Lb. Benton and three of his
pilots were the four who were going to act as cover for the 397th which
had 12 airplanes bombed up for = support mission with Qrgan, the 4th
Infenbry Division, who was located in the vicinity northeast of St.
¥ith. LH. Courtwright briefed on the situation of our ground troops,
texking us about the patroels in germany. The planes took off glmost
immediately after the pilots came back to the ready room, with Major
Hendricks of the 387th leading the show. Orzan didn't have any btargets
but asked the fighter-bombers to drop bombs on pill boxes of the
siegfried Line. They got some hits close to the line near Manderfeld.
The Major them set course for a marshalling yard which he had in ming
our four voys kept a vigil lookout but no Huns interfered.

It. Col. Douglas landed about the same btime the £light came down.
He had asked YGeorge" Benbton over the B/T to have the squadron get 8
ships ready to teke-off immediately to pick up belly tanks at Boxtead,

on the way home o A-69, he spotted end tried to chase a
possible Me 210 but it got away from him in the clouds near Abbeville.
A1l the pilots got set to take off as the rain came down and prevented
the trip. A release came throush with ships to Dbe vombed up for the

next dsy.

MISSION # 217....Armored And Infantry Support.....caterpillar AWardSe.

The weather on the 1l4th was pretty bad in the morning, clearing a

o~

1ittle towards the aiternooi. The squadron was on a 60 minute slerdt

with 8 ships bombed up. ¥e waited around for a mission g1l day but none

came in for the weather had closed in. The day ended with a release

until daybréak.
Briefing was called for at 0745 on the 15th. The pilots had slready

esten breakfast and the men had the planes pre-flizhted when group
10
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called in over the squak box that it was cancelled until further notice.
The weather was bad over the target area., The mission had called for
work with the 2nd armored and 30th Infantry Divisions. Status - Stand-by.

A pilots' meeting was held at 1300, at which time "The Fund” was
discussed. Li. "Sarmy" F.S, Kerchmer was rumning out of francs for
expenses, However, another very good reason for holding the meetling was
the surprise which Lt. Col. Douglas had for the boys who had bailed
out due to the circumstances at the particuler time of their emergency
leap. Their names, dabte of jump, etc were submitted to the maker of
the parachutes used so that a certificste and pins could be sent to
them, making each a member of the Caterpillar Glub. These had arrived
and the colonel wanted to take this opportunity to make the presentations.
He himself was a Cabterpillar. after the meeting, all the pilois were
asked to form outside the pilots! room in ranks. Lb. Col. Douglas read
the letter of merit {praising the men and the manufacturing company).
it was quite military as he called Ccept. HeLachlan, it. lLarsen, and
1t. Busenbark in front of the formation. With great big smiles on all
of them, the colonel pinned the little medals on their shirts. Every-
one yelled their congratulations after this event and then jumped into
the weapons carrler toc go down to see Doc for a vaccination against
smallpox (azain).

A% 1600, group notified the sguadron for an immediate briefing.
Tae pilots rushed to group where they found out that they were To
rendezvous at Weastricht with the 2nd Armored, vhere a crossing was
reported as belng attempted. The take~off was immediate, L. Col.
Douglas leading. The eight ships were airborne at 1656 and over the
target area at 1730. Cutbreak gontroller, who may have Deen our own
#porky" Davis, had no definite targets sothe squadron recced the areay
with half of the airplames bombed with 2 x 500 pounders. They spotted
a train to the east of Eschweiler made up of 25 coaches. A direct hit
was observed on the train, Going down to strafe, the boys destroyed 2
locomotives in a shed, another one plus 10 cars were done over very
well, plus another locomotive. A distinctive feature was the stralffing
of & factory in the vicinity of 5 miles northwest of Duren, seeing
expliosions occur within. Qur troops - Poodle and instand, were east
and south of Aachen. When the boys came down from this mission, they
had 2 steak supper ready for them afijer the critique. Dave Parrish and
H.L. Olson gave a champagne party to celebrate their promotions. There
was slso a rumor that we would be moving soon to Relgium.

Ccapt. Kessler and the remainder of the men who were left for the
1ittle details at A-40, Chartres, arrived at 0400 this morning which
made the whole sonadron oresent at 3-69, Laon - Athies on September

15 th 1944.
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MISSION # 218.....7arget area Support For MediumS.e...

- The squadron was notified of an immediate briefing at about 1100,
Sept.l6th. Eight of our ships were to act as target grea support (plus
four of the 397th airplanes) for B-26!'s going to the vicinity of saar-
brucken. Since the weather was doubtful, the take-off was delayed until
1700, the area was changed to the vicinity of Metz, however. Capt. Mc-
Lachlen was leading and Capt. Henry ceame over from group to fly this
mission with his d1d outfit, The squadron flgw the mlssion as briefed
to Metz. They heard enemy aircraft called in over ths R/T by sweepstake
gontroller but the sguadron was too far south from pachen at the time.
All the plenes were down at 1914, critique was held and the end of the
day was at hand,

MISSIONS # 219, £20....Support and Deep Penetratlon Armed Recce.

The morning of the 17th started off with changing the B-time to A
time, or setting our watches back one hour. Gapt. Parrish was leading
the Ffirst mission for the day which was briefed at 0600. It was T be
an armored column support, infentry support, and a deep penetration
armed reconnsissance Xoln ~ (oblenz - Siegen - Ople - Koln if no targets
were glven by the Controller. Fach squadron in the group was furnishing
8 planes., our squadron didn't cerry any bombs on this first mission,
flying the equivalent to top cover. The original take-off of 0726 was
delayed until 0826 because of the weather. They took-off gnd flew a
more or less uneventful mission. The 395th chased a twin engined plans
northeast of Seigburg but no contact was made. Just as the boys came
in from this mission, the second mission went to be briefed.

The second one for the day was the same type mission. Lb. Col.
Douglas led the squadron which was bombed up this time. Tne visibility
was very poor but they menaged to find a marshalling yard to dive bomb.
The planes rebturned early because of the poor weather,

.+ ..s.Bad Weather Interferes ¥With Operations.....

Rein was the prevalent occurence throughout.the morning of the 18th
The First group of enlisted men left by truck to go into Redms on &
day's pass. We were finally released because of the bad weather as the
squadron was working on maintenance and other items during the day.
There wesn't much activity but everyone was interested in how well the
air-borne landing was coming along up in Holland,

Briefing.was to be held at Ogésf%or armored column support but
this was postponed indefinitely due to the weather, wnich continued
bad all day with a release coming through at 1800. There was no flying
gt all rrom the field. Maj. ¥roencke added to the interest of a dull
day by coming over to the pilots room where he lectured to all onnthe
history and make-up of the Siegfried Line. The boys were flying over
that territory now and they were all interested in the infdrmation
which the major had at hand with his 1ittle portable map.

MISSIONS # 221, 222...Unsuccessful Mission (Weather)....armed Recce...
Major Andrews And Blue Flight Return.....
A very foggy and cloudy morning ushered in September 20th. Group
wanted 10 sirplanes bombed up and a briefing was set for 1030 hours.
At the group briefing tent Capts. Henry and rast gave the boys the
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) 787



SCUADRCN HISTORY
MISSICHS 2 221, 222......(CONt1d)ess0enn.

outline for the operation. It was a gzroup show with gol. leyers leading
it, The pinpoints were on the map as they were told that the group wes
assigned to dive bomb enemy strongpoints along the railrosad raning

from sachen H0 Geilenkirchen after heavies and mediums were through
with their tasks in the immediate area. Our planes were jgoing to work in
close support with the 30th Infantry Division. Col. Meyers briefed on
the formation and the different targets to be attacked by the scuadrons.
The sguadronts 10 ships were airborne at 1156 and the group set course
for the targe§ area. Lts. Hansen and Loeb returned early with their i
pombs and informed us thet the weather was so poor that ths targsts
couldn't be found. The rest of the sgquadron lended with all their bombs
meking the mission tactically abortive because of the wesather.

aiting around in the afterncon, a briefing was called for at 1545.
Major Sparks was to lead the group on an armed reconnaissaence bebween
Koblenz and Koln. An immediate take-off was mecessary to get back to
the base before sunset. They arrived over the viciningybriefed at sbout
1730. The four ships carrying the bombs destroyed four vehicles east of
Koblenz. An Me 210 was encountered and Tropic Blue Plight of the 387th
finally destroyed it after each one made & pass at him.

Just before the mission returned, Major Andrews and Blue Flight
landed ail fixed up with rocket gadgets. Lt. Howie was left in England
to have his airplane serviced after a minor eccident on taske-off., The
mission landed and everyone rushed to critique to get it over with
because Jerry was all set with steaks for supper. Col. Meyers, Lbt. COLs.
Perego and Gorrel, plus the well-dressed Capt. Henry (Blouse and Pinks)
were 81l at the exclusive supper. After the chow, "Peppy!" Kennedy
brought in an undisclosed secret of a case of champagne. One lesson
learned from the boys was ~ heware of rchug-a-lugl inebristion follows.

MISSIONS F 223, 284......Close Support for VIT COTrPS.ceracccsce

At 0830, sSept. 21st, a briefing was held for close support to the
ist end 9th Infantry Divisions of thenvII Corps, which was located in
the vicinity south and southeast of Aachen. The squadron was to contact
Ballad and ask for targets, but if none were aiven, they were Lo Tecce
an ares between Aachen, Cologne, along Rhine Kiver, and in general to
the east of where our troops were. Capt. parrish bed the first mission
with four planes bombed up with 2 x.500 pounders each. Ballad Copﬁrc&ler
was contacted and advised tne sguadron to ¢ut the rail lines norsnd of
puren. However, the boys found a marshalling yard, believea‘to be
Elsdorf, and bombed it with excellent results. About 5C goods wagons
and one locomotive were probably destroyed. .

vhe second mission took-off at 1603 for the same type of woyg
with the VII Gorps, Major Andrews lesding. Flying around and looking for
s target, they found the marsnalling yards at Eschweiler. They bombed
but couldn't observe all the hits. An observation disclo§ed s direct
hit on & Tactory, on a roundhouse, end in the yards. Bagu?ts Wsre‘called
in and it didn't take long for the sky to £i1l up with friendly air-
craft. All were down at 1828.
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Capt. KcLachlan was slated to zo to group Headguarterson DS,
which might be an indication thatnhe was being considered for a
possible return to the States. This was a guess but the boys were kid-
ding him about his lwaving us to go to group., Mac had the most oper-
ational hours, excluding Lt. Col. Douglas.

NISSIGNS # 225, 226...Rail cubbing...Romine Hit By Flak....Fighter
Sweep...Pappy and Parrish Leave For Flak Home Tn England

September 22nd's first briefing at 0730 brought a special assign-
ment Tor the group to cut rail lines in Germany. There were eight
sections of railroad to deal with, Cepts. Henry and Reinthal gave all
the poop on the extent of sach section. Major Sparks, leading the zroup
assigned numbers 4, 5, and 7 to our squadron. Lb. Courtwright brought
us up to date with the ground information telling sbout Brest having
finelly fallen, a possible push pending, and the link-up of the air-
borne and ground forces up in Hollend, establishing a corridor to
Arnheim. GCapt. Romine was to lead the squadron. They took-ofi second,

" the group formed and set course. %hen they arrived over the railroads,
the # 2 section had not beenceut yet so Chuck was asked to bomb it
before they proceeded to #3. After meking his run on it cChuck pulled
out and was hit by light flak. & plece lodged in his right hip. Lb.
Nyers [lying hls wing, escorted ¢apt. Romine back to the base where Doc
Cox took him to the hospital immediately. Cchuck was 0¥ but would have
to remain there for the day and return to the sguadron the next day.
The piece of flak was left in his hip and he was taken off operations.

The rest of the mission continued as scheduled with the sgquadron
cutting numbers 4, 5, and 7, as briefed. Chuck!s hits were observed tc
cut #2 in one spot as well, The boys spotted a long concrete runway
between sections 4 and 6.

Lt. Col. Douglas flew Pappy Kennedy and Gapt. Parrish to Paris
with the ¢-78 rrom which point they were going to get a hop to Ehgland.
The two of them were on thei%?to the Flalk Bome near (Oxford where they
were going to take it easy for a week or so.

.The second mission for the day was a scheduled fighter sweep.
Briefing was at 1315 with Lt. Col. Perego flying with the sguadron and
leading the group. Henry who was also flying with the squadron,ouFlined
the area for the sweep - Aachen - Geilenkirchen - Munchen Gladbach -
Ratingen - Berg Gladbach ~ Seigberg - Koningswinter - Fuskirchen - )
Duren - Aachen - guite an area in Germany. It reminded the boys of the
sweep they flew quite some time ago from Chilbolton, England, when they
were bounced. Everyone was debermined to look very hard for enemy A/c
every minute of the sweep. Lt. Col. Perego and Capt. Hen{y came over to
the squadron about an hour before take-off and sat around with the boys
in the pilott!s room. The pilots went out to:.the planes, took-o?f,.and
returned 2 hours and 55 minutes later from a very uneventiul missiond
After the critique, they had supper and came back to their quarters to

end the day.
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On the 23rd briefing was held at 0630 hours. The squadron was to
be first off on close support with the VTIT corps again. Lt. col.
Douglas was leading this one. They were to contact the Corps to find
out if any of the divisions needed some help. If there were none, the
squadron was to recce to the east between Cologne and Honnef., The
weather didntt varrant a take-off so the squadron stood-by until the
afternoon when the permitted a T/0uat 1448, Meanwhile, Red Flight left
on leave to England.

While the mission was up, Chuck returned from the hospital with a
telling limp dues to his wound received yesterday. It. Blagen from group
S-2 phoned in an interesting item. Qur squadron flew the 396th.group
pission on Aug.,l17th.

Yhen the planes arrived over the rendezvous point with the infantry,

the 9th Infantry Division marked a target for the scuadron with red
smoke. The bombing resultsz were unobserved, but Seascout and Ballad
Controllers both remarked that it was good bombing. Lt. Col. Douglas
spoke to pPorky Davis over the R/T. Lt. Davis, who was "Cutbreak" called
"Serum" leader. Lt. Davis asked when he would be coming back to the
squadron because he was tired. He hoped 1t would be soon. The squadron
prozeeded to the recce area and found a great deal of watsrway tralfic
along the Rhine River, geing south between Dusseldorf and Cologne,
Tugs were pulling strings of 4-5 barges., They straffed tugs and barges
just north of Koln, damaging at least 19 of them. They..also spotted a
locomotive which was being used as a trap to draw fighters down, when
they would be shot at with meny guns placed around this decoy.

BAD WEATHER....Lb. Howie Returns...."A" Party LeaveS......

September 24%th was another day of poor weather. It rained all
morning and the weather during. the whole day was generally poor. There
was a mission scheduled for support with the VII Corps again but not a
single mission was flown all day. We were originally released until 1400
and were finally released at 1600. The rain continued the remainder of
the day with Lt. Howie arriving from Grove in the bad weather.

The weather continued on the 25th. They released us at 1330 becsuse
of 1t and the rest of the day was very, very uneventful. However, at
2015 Capt. Kessler was around notifying those in the advance party that
it was set to move out tomorrow morning at 0900. The new field was at
Le Culot, about 16 miles southeast of Brussels and not too far from
Louvain.,
Advance Echelon Depabts For New Base...US0 Cones To A-69
MISSION # 286....Support For 30th Infantry Division with An Armed Recce..

The morning of the 26th was very wet. The rain continued ss the
advance party readied itself to leave for the field at Le Culot, which
was thought to be our new home. They left at about 1130 hours all set
to take the ride up through France and past the Belgian border.

In the afternoon, a briefing was held for s support mission with
Brightside, the 30th Infantry Division. four planes were bombe@ up with
2 x 500 1b, GP's each. All 12 planes were airborne at 1603. Brightside
Controller marked a barget with white smoke and the boys dive bombeg

s
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right on it, located near Weiden about 10 miles northeast of Apachen. He
reported the bombing results on the mission es very gocd, While flying
& little recce, they spotted 3 Fw 190s parked on the alrdrome at
Siegburg. quite a bit of flak wes thrown at them with 3 of the planes
being damaged. Lt. Cod. Douglas led the mission,

A U.S5.0. troupe, I.C.ed by Freddie Lahn (from“Greenpernt) AND with
Charles Burgess (planist), Jerry Long (juggler), a 63 year old man who
was very good, especially playing the drums end Juggling at the same
time, plus Dolores Anderson {singer) and Mary Ellen (dancer), came to
Laon-athies to help entertain the units stationed on or near the field.
The show started at 1830 and ended sbout 1945, After their performance
Lb. Col. Douglas invited them over to the pilotrs room where a stesk
dinner was being prepared.

Major Andrews left the sguadron earlier during the day. He was
transferred to Headguarters of the IX TAC.

WISSION # 229........4 Pactory Is Destroyed.....

) Briefing was held for a support mission at 0930 on the 27th. The
Planes ‘set course and arrived over the barget area at noon. The
controller didntt have any targets for the squadron, but they found a
factory at Neuss which they bombed with excellent results by setting
fire to it. All hits were on the factory., A job a 1ittle on the

strategic side. .
Hore persomnnel and equipment were ready to leave for A-89 but the

move was held up because of a possible change of station for the Mal
party up in Le Culot now.

MISSIONS # 230, 231...Reil Cutting....Devis Back From D.S.ees.

On sSeptember 28th, briefing was called Tor 0730. The boys were
going to do a rail cutting mission of the Green System. Three sections
were assigned to the sguadron in the Euskirchen grea., While on this
Job, they stopped a train, cut one section of railroad, and destroyed
2 locomotives by straffing and started some fires on a freight train.

In the afternocon, the squadron was briefed on the same type of
mission and were going back after the two sections which wereNtt cut
on the morningts mission., There was a bad haze over the target area
when they arrived, but they found a marshalling yard at Eitorf which
they bombed., The visibility was bad while in the ares,

Lt. Davis returned %o the squadron for duty from his detached
service with the 2nd Armored Division. He had meny stories to tell of
his experiences up front with the unit héswas working with, Lt. Gushin,
the assistant Engineering 0fficer, was transferred to the 474th Fighter

Group.

KISSIONS # 232, 233...¢.,0l08e Support.....Commendations....

The early morning briefing on Sept. 29th was for a group mission
working in close support with our ground forces. All of the squadron's
planes were bombed up. The target was near Simmerath Iin the VII Corps

16
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territory. After bombing, Seascout reported excellent resulits, "and the
ground units moved forward after the bombing" - quoted from 4-2 Periodic
Report No. 68, Hg. IX TAC, dated September 30, 1944,

snother group mission was scheduled in the afternoon. Capt. Baer
led the squadron as they took-off at 1303. All ships were agein bombed
up with 2x500 1b. P bombs each, In the vicinity of Strauch, the boys
bombed & German headquarters and gun emplacements with excellent results,
completing a day of close operations with our ground units.

Later in the day, a general from the Corps called the authorities
who in turn, notified our group ALQ about the excellent work tThat was
accomplished by our pilots in the execution of the mission.

Red Flight returned to 4-69 in the morning of Sept. 30th, via B-17.
" Yellow Flight hopped off on the same B-17 on their leave to England.
Before taking off the pilot and some crew members came down to see our
set-up and have a little conversation with some of the boys. The rest
of the day was ratheruuneventful except for the preparation to move to
Chievres where the advance party had moved to yesterday.

The month went by quickly. Keeping in mind our mobility and
intentions on the continent, September had two moves for us so that we
followed in the advance of our ground forces. The boys started to fly
over Germany itself with sweeps, fighter-bomber missions, pleying a
payt in hitting the Hun in the rear by execuling rail cutting missions,
and air-support,

During the month, the Confirmation of victory Credits Board - Air
in their Report No. 27 from the Headquarters of IX TAC, dated 29 Avgust
notified that Major Sparks, our former Operations Officer, got his
credit for damaging 1 FW 190 between Laval and Le Mans, Lts. Olson and
Howie shared a probably destroyed F¥-190. Recapping Vietory Claims %o
date, the squadron has on record the following:

confirmed Alr Pending Air
Des, Prob. Des. Dm. Des. Prob. Des. Tm.
8 3 10 5 0 0

The month came to a close with the bezimning of the Batile for
Germany .
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gt Party lioves To 3-89, Le Culob....Then Ends Up At A-84, ghievres.,..

The usual tainy Movin, Day came. The Enlisted ¥en and Officers of
the advance party were all set to roll out of A-69 at 0900 hours in the
morning of Sept. 26th, but orders came through to hold the convoys until
Qefinite word came from Group. Most everyone remarked how typical thne
aey was to start for s new home as they readied themselves for the move
in the rain. Pinally, at 1150, the first of the squadrons vehicles « &
Jeeps - rode around the perimeter strip to get to the main highway
1e§ain6 to Ia Capelle. The route took us through Kerke, Vervins, la
Capelle, Avesnes, Beaumont, Charleroi, gembloux and thence to £-89, Ie
Culot, about 17 miles southeast of Brussels,

When we arrived at A-89, the great surprise was the already oper-
ating field, which a British and Canadian Wing were both using. col.
Meyers and NMaj. Rice had arrived at the fileld earlier. Keeting us inside
one of the gates they notified all to wailt until they returned with more
definite arrangements. There seemed to be a little doubt as to whether
We were to stay here. Wnen the colonel and major returned,*“were told to
hold everything we had with the convoyse. Taking out a photograph of the
field, the colonel explained the situation and just how we would plan
on setting up with each squadron to a separate area., The 365th wir. Gp
was going to come in to this place, too and would occupy the other side
of the fieid. However, the setting up of tlie "a" party had to be temp-
orary beceuse the (anadian Wing was in our site and their departure
was indefinite. We made the best of the situation by having the men set
up their tents for quarters before nightfall,

M/Sgt. Ledbetter, T/Sgts. Malone and Barret were the enlisted men
heading their respective sections while Sgt. "Hank® Bettin took care of
the kitchen, X and C rations a specialty. Maj. wernli was in charge of
getting the sites planned out and set for the rest of the squadron,

The followiné%ﬁas spent in policing the sites to be used and moving
the men to the area where they would be permenently set up if we should
finally remain. The FEngineers wers still working on the runway with the
craters in it. The concensus of opinion was that the planes would not
arrive before Oct 2nd. The Communications Section started laying the
lines %o group to be ready for the equipment when it would arrive.

Sept. 2tth, rumor had it that we were not going to remain at this
airfield, The advance parties were going to move out on the morning of
the 29th. The rumor became & fact. The group, as well as the 365th wir,
Gp. was going to occupy A-84, Chievres, Belgium, which was southwest of
Brussels by about 45 miles, At 1030 hours, Sept. 29th, we packed our
things and by 1130, the first of the convoys from Ie Culot departed for
Chievres. Some of the men were going to stay behind with Lt. ward to
bring down the rest of the party plus the tentage and equipment. Th;s
put our sguadron on three air fields, one in France and two in Belgium.

The trip to Chievres followed the route up to Louvain, thence
through the cosmopolitan capitol of Belgium, Brussels, %o Hal, Enghien,
Ath, and then to Chievres. Arriving abt the field we were very much im-
pregssed with 1%ts good condition and construction. Th?re was a British
engineering unit, a Mosquito and a Spitfire on the field. The 365th, the
Service Group, our Group and other attached units had.thgir advanc?
parties with the convoys lined up along the taxi and perimeter strips
ewalting, the return of Col. Keyers who had gone up to IX TAC for further
instructions.
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when the colonel returned, the word was to set up. Here, ggain, the
squadron got a definite ares with living, working and dispersal sites.
The advance, advance parbty unloaded the things in the site to be the
men's area and the tents went up. The trucks which Lt. Carr brought up
were empbied and sent to Le culot immediately to help move some more
of the eguipment and men from there the next day.

on the 29th, more of the remaining #an party arrived and things
started rolling to get set for the arrival of the planes and squadron.
A1l the sections did all the preliminary work in developing what was to
turn oui as a full operating sguadron as soon as the airplanes would
arrive. The following two days were spent in development of what was on
hand in order to be prepared for the operations from this field, and on
October 2nd, the planes arrived a couple of hours after a contingent
of our men arrived from Laon by C-47.

Dave "puros'" Parrish and wpappy! Kennedy Enjoy The Flall HOME.sso0es

after arriving at Paris by C-78, piloted by Lb. ¢ol. pouglas,
capt. Parrish snd Lt. Kennedy were flown to Heston, England, via
general Kneer's C-47, The two of them had to spend the evening of the
22 of Sept. in London and were flown from Heston to Growe the next
afternoon, The Home, Eynsham Hall, or AAF Station 567, provided trans-
portation from the Tield direct to the Hall. utpuros® and “Pappy! were
greeted by the House Mother, G.I. Jones, who was most pleasant and
full of cheer. .

They were very much impressed by the building and the grounds.
fhe Hall was a 3 story building owvned by =2 member of English Royalty,
with massive period furnituze throughout. The grounds had & private
lake and gardens which in all probability were kept beautifully before
the war. :

Mother Jones and several red Cross girls arranged for the day's
itinersy for the boys. Badminton, Archery, Pishing, and Tennis were
always on the schedule. Off the grounds, they arranged for horses &nd
nold. In the afternoon of the 26th, Capt. parrish and Lt. Kennedy wentv
to see and hear Glen Miller and his band at one of the American Hospitals.
In the afternoon of the 30th, they attended Greyhound Dog races.

7o rub it in to the boys when they returned to the squadron on
Oct. lst, Pappy told of a butler bringing in orange juice every morning
at 0830 to be served in bed. They were issued civilian clothes for
the stay, bubt everyone dressed formally (in Blouse)} for dinner, Each
table was presided over by a lady and drinks were glways serYed in the
1iving room. Everything was well taken care of and the two oi them
considered this trip a real change and felt as if they were slways on

thelr owm.




