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SETTRET
SQUADRON HISTORY

MISSIOK REPORT

8 April 1944

396th Ftr. Sq.
16 and 2 spares

2 spares

D and E: Wil

F:

B-26s fair to poor; P-47s very good. Hits observed on yards
and warehouses and répair shops left in flames.

G Thru J: Wil

Heavy concentration of heavy flak at couri St. Eteenne,
Harenthals, and Nieuwe Sluis. Accurate for gltitude.

Pull report under separate cover.
¥il - escorted

Barges on canal 1-2 miles S of Antwerp beside two stacked factory.
Two small freifhters heading down large canal NW of Anbtwerp.

1215

™

1515

Nieuport at 1312 at 16,000 ft.

NE of Knocke at 1405 at 16,000 ft.
1315 E of Dixwmude

FRAKKLIN A. DICK, ist Lt. AC
s-2, 396th Ftr. SQ.

ADDENDA TO MISSION REPORT, 8 April 1944

Evaluation of bombing raised to excellent. Numerous hits
observed directly at central choke point, large oil fire in SE
Marshalling yards.

Heavy concentration of heavy iInaccurate flak from Le Culot. No
flak from Tulemont,.Gossoncourt and St. Trond Brusthem.

FRANKLIN A. DICK, 1ST LT. AC
' s-2, 396TH FTR. SQ.




SECRET

WISSIOH REPORT 12 APRIL 1944
396th Fighter Sguadron
16 & 2 up 1147 down 1450
2 spares
Ramrod
E-H Nil

T- Mission semi-abortive. Bad weather.

1. Nil

2, Tt. concentration of ipaccurate heavy flak at Dunkirk.

5. Eil

4. 7/10 cirrus at 27,000. Haze Irom 156,000 to 2¢,000 IT.
visibility good below-1/2 mile horizontally and above.
occluded Tront extending eastwaid Trom Namur.

5. 3-17 and B-24 ocbserved headin, west S of Chent at 10,TCC
in no difficulty at 1245.

c. Loud and clear.

DICK, S-2, 596th Fighter Sguadron
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SECRET

MISSICN REPCRT 13 APRIL 1944
326th Fighter Sguadron
16 p-47 » 2 soares
Nil
16 P-47 on Joball Target near Fasmend,
3 tons-36 X 250 loaded 25 X 25C dropped on tar:st
4 X 250 JTetiisioned 4 X 250 returned to brse by soares

in France

80 vercent superior. Practically all hits onright perimeter of
target erea, others in line towsrd chute at top left,

G-J-nil

Hoderate, fairly accurate light flsk at coast L/F in

Clouda down to 8,0C0 ft. Visivility unlimited.

8,000 to 3,000 ft.

2 frei_rbters docked at Boulogne, 8 car freight train at Camier,
N of Le Touguet. Camouflaged installations observed in woods
near Marles-Sur-Canche.

0904

1050 (Home Base at 1350)

1000 at 8,000 £t. ¥ of Berck

1010 at 8,000 ft. ¥ of Le Touguetb

kil

DICK, S~2 398th Fighter Sqguadron

SECRE
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NISSION REPLEY 14 Apnril 1vé4

5896t Fignter Squadron

16 p-47, 1 snare

¥il

17 P-47 atiacked locomotives in ¥orthern France
E-G- Nil
H-(meP-47 has Cat. A Flak dema_e.
I-J- Nil

K- pense concentration of heavy flak B oi Meufchatel. Ligzht innace.
flak on six of ei ht trains attacked.

I~ Thin strato—cﬁmulus, 6/10, at 13,000 ©t. Visibility unlimited.
#- Attacked locomotives from 10,000 It.
Larpe locomotive moving south of Albert equipped with smoke
arresting device and efrective camouflage. S locorobives destrored,
2 electric locomotives damaged vieinitsy of Albert, 1 small
locomotive destroyed 4 miles Sy Formerie, 1 lari:e locomotive
destrojed 6 miles E of Arras. 4 plus small boabs off coast
of Cayeux. No E/A observed on any enemy A/D. 1 dumay Ju-52
in field near Albert Meault 4/D. Iuftwaffe personnel in sireets
of Albert.
1042
1315
Le Yreport at 1128 at 11,000 ft.

¥ of Le Touguebt at 1230 at 10,000 it.

DICY, S-2, 396th Fighter Sguadron
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MISSION REPORT

19 April 1944

396th Ftr. Sq., 19 April 1944, Withdrawal support to VITT -
AT Bombers., .

16 peter 47s, plus 2 spares, plus 1 relay.

1 peber 47 aborted because of faulty belly tank,

: THRU K: Nil

Channel: 4/10 scattered at appx. 6,000 ft.
gontinent: 3/10 Cumulus at appx. 5,000 ft,
Visibility good

Up at 1005 hours, Dowvn at 1255 hours

LF in at Hieupoxrt at 1056 hours at 24,000 £,
LF out at Wieuport at 115€ hours at 21,000 ft,

R/V as briefed, South of Liege at 1123 hours at 25,000 Tt.
Radit was loud and clear,

About 15 - 20 military hubtments seen appx 2 miles NE of
Nieuport.

Heavy, moderate and inaccurate flak aimed at bombers in
vicinity of Brussels.

Heavy and intense flak at airfield about 10 miles north of R/V
also aimed at bombers. ;

Wil
Mission accomplished according to plan. R/V with B-17s at

briefed point, appx 15 miles south of ILiege and gave withdrawal
support to the bombers, making I/F out just west of Nieuport.

THALER, ASS'T S-2




SECEY

MISSION REPbRT 21 APRIL 1944
5%cth Pighter Squadron, April 21, 1G44.
16 pP-47ts plus two spares, two spares returned
wil
16 p-47vs as top cover for group.
Nil
Very good in general area of M/Y briefed on.. Concéntrated hits seen
but no direct one's on locomotive shed or goodswagon building.

Thru ¥ nil

Chanmmel 2/10 thin scattered clouds at appx. 4000 £t. visibility
good. gontinent 3/10 thin at appx 6000 ft visibility zood.

Up at 0858, down at 1155, Hrs.

TF in between Le Tougquet and Berck-Sur-Mer at 0936 at 14,000 f%.
ILF out at Hardelot at 1103 hours at 12,000 ft.

¥il
Ioud and Clear

Four small bPoats in channel close to shore between Boulogne and
Le Touquet.

Heavy intense, and accurate for altitude about 8 miles scuth of
Louvain.

Nil

Tandfall in made a little south of briefed point between Le Touquei
and Berck-Sur-Mer. Continued on course and escorted the rest of the
Group, flying top cover to and over tariet which was the M/Y at
“asselt. Bombings in general area of target observed to be good.
Returned to base with the group, malking landfall out as briefed.

TFALER, ASST S-2, 396TH FIGHTER SQDN
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LIISSION HEPOET 22 APEIL 1

stutnn Pighiter Squadron, ind Aovril 1t44,
le P-4¥1s plus 2 speres

(nie P-47 aborted because of mechanical fzilure of sslecior valve
for belly tank.

16 P~47ts hid /Y at St. rhislain,

36 1000 G¥ brombs were loszded.

a2 1000 5P bombs were dropned on iar..et.

2 1C0 3P Bombs were jettisoned over channel.

2 1000 GP bombs webe jettiséned over continent between pouai

and Arras, nitting railrocad. .

Started dive at 16,000 ft. angle of dive 80°, pulled out a% 4,000 £,
Bombin, results were undetermined, one hit bein; observed on ihe
warehcuse in the /Y.

Thru ¥ Nil

Channel: ' CAVU
Continent: (AVU, some hi.h Cirrus; visibility Jood.

Up at 1105 hrs, dovn at 1345 hrs.

IF in between Le Touguet and Berck at 1157 hrs, at 1Q,00C 4.
IF out on cource ag briefed at 1256 hrs, at 12,000 It.

Wil

Loud 2rd clear.

Many bar-es with fargo aopearing‘to b% boxes seen in cenal between
- 3 L d -
lona and town located at (50° 27%- 03 E5R)

Feavy, intense, fairly accurate for height flak 2t Tens.

Train strafed by one fliznt, between Douail and Arras with hits
being observed on locomotive snd two cars.

Lendfall in made as briefed. Scguadron dive-bombed the /Y at
St. Chislain with undetermined results. In the route in a
yarachute was seen in. the area between St. Pol and aubigny.

A green slick was seen in the channel midway on the route home
from enemy coast. Aircraft were c¢ircling at a low altitude at
the scene.

T#ALER, ASST S-2, 396th Fighter Squadron
SECR}. .
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MISSION REPORT 23 April 1944
396th Fighter Scuadron, 23 April 1944 jission 1
16 p-471s plus 2 spares
Nil
16 P-471s hit M/Y at Charleroi
36 x 100C bombs were loéded.
52 x 1000 bombs were dropped on target.

4 X 1000 bombs were jettisoned over channel.

- Bombing run from 12,000 ft. to 4,000 ft.
Angle of dive approximately 60 degrees,

Bombing results were poor. Hits were observed in tovn to east
of target.

thru ¥ Nyil

Charmel 7/10 Cumulus, 2-3000 ft, visibility 3 miles.
Continent &/10 cirrus 18,000 Tt, visibility unlimitsed.

Up at 1150 hours, down at 143G hours.

L/F in as briefed at 1235 hours at 12,000 ft.
L/T out as briefed at 1332 hours at 12,000 ©t.

Nil

Radio was loud and clear.
Nil

Nil

Mil

Warrative: iiission accomplished as briefed. TUneventful trins in
and out, :

DICK, §-2, 396th Fighter Squadrom.
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'o::t they bro.e off. U'u ovibab,
il
Channiols a/lo mulue, 17,000
scabiorod ct;rmzs babtvwsorn 25,000 rad O
Yisibility good.

Continent: Iaze and girrus 55,000 and :lrmve’
semi-ocraictont contesils ab 21,000 ¢

Up at 1621 Tours, Down gb 1780 bhours

Landfall in at¢ Schouwen ab 1
Tandfall oubt at Sehouven ab 104

»ii
Radio was loud and eclooy

Balloon barrage obs-rved noar Drmorich. Sons ol the Duben
Islands were Llooded,

Hen avy, }eager, and Inscouvats flak nosy lobterdony thorve were
blagk »uifs snd one larie oranje golored buwst,

ieavy intonse, and :i’a.w.tg aecurats £lalk at Benthoin.

£

ifssion secomnlishod ap briefed, usking landiell in ond oud
at tho designated »oing. Flow on courcc over enti ¢ route.

Tfﬁz.el'if B. THALER




SECRET
LISCTON REPULT 24 April 19044
596th Ti_hbter Squedron, 24 April 1944, iission 1.
18 p-471s plus 1 spare
thru P ¥l
Four (4) p-47ts down at Rednan wlith low zas.
thra § Nil
1 p-24 exploded from direct flak hit, near hrusscls, at 19,000 ft.
at lGOOIhcurs. 1o chutes were observed. A/c practically disintepgrated.

1~ 10/10/ strato cumulous 1-4,000 £t, visibility wnlizited (channel}

1/10-7/10 girrus 10-27,000 £t visibility latewally unlimlted {Cont.)

i Up 1335 hours nown 1718hours,

;1= At Ttieuport at 1427 hours atb £1,000 £t.
AL 0stond at 1620 hours at 19,000 It.

o= £8 briefed ab 1510 hours at 282,000 ft.

1~ roud and clear.

g 13

B~ il

s~ Hil

we jrission flown as brieled. /v mccorgpplished as planned. Rombers
orderly with: fe. exceptions, altnough flal was persisient and

sccurase on enbire trip.

P. &. Dicl, 5-2, 306 Fir. 5.
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loaded,
X dPopued on 1A i .
Loubg vese Jetiizoned in channel.
DuG Were relwrmed © 0 baoe,

Te 1SS0 o 5718 ovew e.rr el 3 i £,B00 b0 C,000 fi.
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e Bp 624 oun 11390

~/¥ rot accom:lished.
¥= " ond oo clear

X1

B- ifeg. cr accourate neavy fiek off shox. at -siend,

g~ 2l

L= Uission serubbed officlally but fontrol failed to nobify r3up
foader, Coplete ciond eaver obscured entive seeblon Lo be
bo.tbed, 5o baibs wer: salvoed in elrnuel or T buyn.,




SECRY .
SGUADRCI HISYWORY
MISSION # 15 ~ 8 April 1944

GREEY

¥ < Maj. Douglas " - Parrish
D - Lt. Larsen Kennedy
P - It. Loughary Robbins

G - Lt. Loeb Haughton

BLUE

Y - Capt. Myers Romine
7 - Lit. Gamblin Davis
X - it. Rice Ostuw
V - Lt. Hamilton Jasper

U - Lt. Xerchner
B - LE. Ryerson

MISSION # 16 - 12 aApril 1944

GREEN

K - laj. Douglas I - gapt. Sparks
E - Lt. Greene Lt. Haughton
?P - Lt,. Loughary Lt., Parrish

B - Lt. Ryerson , Lt. Robbins

BLUE
Y -~ Capt. Myers
7 - Lt. Gamblin U - I't. Kerchner
X - Lt. Rice g - Lt. ostuw
v - Lt. Hamilton SPAREST t, Davis
L - It. Kennedy

& - Lt. Loeb
LISSION 7 17 -~ 13 April 1944

BLUE GREEN

27A - Lt. Cgol, leyers (Gp CO) A - Haj. Douglas
Y - gapt. Nyers : D - Lt, Larsen
A7B - Taj. Perego {Gp Dpby ¢O) F - Lt. Loughary
X = Lt, Rice B - Lt. Ryerson

RED YELLOW
¥ - capt. Sparks ¥ - Lt. Romine
- Tt. Quilty U - Lbt. Kerchner
- Lt. Robbins Q - Lt. Ostuw
- Lt. Hennedy 0 - Lbt. Jasper
SPARLS
¥ - Lt. ewblin
J - Lt. Bau hton

SECTE™
i 320




Mai., Dou:las Ayt Trarks
Lt. Wazughton Lt. Cvpﬂne
Lt, Zobbins Lt. Toughary
Lt. "uilty ' %, Prerson

T

Cast, “rers
I, Gamblin
N

.~ Cait. Lesry (4p opr
- Tk. Rice

T -

13 frril

g
3

SR
Taj. Douglas F - Lt. Toughory
Lt. Jﬂuv1tnn - Lt, Loeb
It. Robbins S~ Li, Lersen
L, Muilty - LE, Rrerson

4.

et v

It ¥ELT.OY
- ”aut Tparks E - Lt. Romine
Gﬁ"‘ = Capt. Fletecher (Vlsj_tr}f\ 3% - Capt. Cabes

- Lt. Rice T - Lt.. Jusper
= Lt. fanmblin U - Lt. Kerc¢ﬁer

TITEION 20 . 19

LR

s~ L. 201, tleyers {6Gp Co dr\D - Lt. Yenry (Gp is
To- fact, "nark“ I It, Toeb

LN L j. Perego (np "pty a) Lou~ BTy
TSN, Pinilton B

"aj. Donglas Tt. Romine.
- Cagt, Flebeher {Visitor)ary — Capt. fabes
Lt. qobhln: ~ Lt. "shuow
Lt. Xenr.edy .U - bt. Xerchner
TRARTE RTLAY
Lt. milsy £ - Lt, marter
4 - Lt, Garblin
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SECRET
SCUADRONW HISTORY

KISSION #21 21 APRTL 1644

BLUE SREEN

¥- Capt. Sparks . ¥ajor Douglss

Z- Capt. Bowers (Vstng pilot}) Major Kirkup,(Vstng'pilot)
¥- Lt. Carter ' Lt. Larsen )

G- Lt. Toeb V- Lt. Hamilton

YBLLOW RED
R- LT. Romine Capt. HMcLachlan
U~ Lt. Kexchner LE. Quilty
Q- Lt. Ostuw Lt. Robhins
0~ LE. Jasper Lt. Kennedy

SPARES
X~ Lt. Hice
B~ Lt. Ryerson

LISSIOH # 22 - 22 April 1944 R
HED YELLOW

¥ - Lt. Col. Meyers (Gp CO) R - Lt. Romine

K - gapt. lMcLachlan U - Capt. Bowers (Visiting Pilot)
A7B - Maj. Perego (Gp Dpbty co) G - Lt. Ostuw

J = Lt. Hauvwghton T - Lt. Davis

GReEN BLUE
A - Maj. Douglas S - Lt. Gartcer
0 - Maj. Kirkup (Visiting pilot) B - Lt. Hamilion
P - Lt. Loughary X - Lbe Rice
D - Lt. Greene Z - Lt. Gamblin
SPARES
i - Lt. quilty
L - Lt. Xennedy

MISSION # 23 - 22 Aprilmlos4

GREEL YELLOW
- Maj. Douglas R - Lt. Romine
- Maj. Kirkup (Visiting pilot) U ~ L. Kerchner
Lt. Robbins Q - Lt. Jasper
Lt. Larsen T - Lt. Davis

BLUE
Capt. McLachlan Y - Capt. NMyers
Capt. Bowers (Visiting pilot)x - Lt. Rice
Lt. Haughton 8 - Lt. Carter

Lt. Kennedy F - It. Greene
: SPARE
G ~ Lt. Loeb

SECRET
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SECRET

SQUADRON EIST!RY
MISSIONW # 24 - 25 April 1944

GREEN BLUE -

H ="Tt:.c0l. Meyers (4p CO) A - Maj. Douglas
J - Lt. Greene 7 = Capt. Baer

S - Lt. Carter B - Lt. Benton

¥ - Lt. Ryerson F - Lt. Loughary

YELLOW
R - Lt. Romine T - 1t,. Parrish
U - Lt. Kerchner ¥ - Lt. Olson, C.H.
T - Lt, Ostuw - Lte. Robbins
0 - Iit. Jasper - It. Larsen
SPARES
X - Lt. Rice
L - Lt. Kennedy

HMISSION # 25 ~ 235 ppril 1944

BLUE GREEW

D - Maj. Douglas H - Lt. pParrish
W - Lbt. Olson, C.H. X - Cept. Baer
% - Capt. Leary (CGp Opns O) B - Lt. Benton
¥ - Lt. Robbins T - Lt. Davis

VIIITE RED
S - Lte. Carter K - Capt. McLachlan
G - Lt. Toed U - L%. Kerchner
¥ - Lt. Greene J - Lt. Haughton
V - Lt. Ryerson - L - Lt. Kennedy

RELAY SPARES

M - L. Quilty Q - Lt. Jasper

R - Lt. Ostuw

MISSION # 26 - 24 April 1944

BLUE RED

A - Maj. Douglas K - cept. McLachlan

V - Capt. Langford (viditor) U - Capt. Lutman (Visiting pilot)
W - t. Olson, C.H. J - Lt. Parrish

X - Lt. Rice ¥ - Lt. Robbins

YELLOW GREEN _
R - Lt. Carter B - Lt. Benton
G - Lt. Loeb & - Lt. Loughary
M - Lt. Greene 7 - Lt. Gamblin
L - Lt. Jasper SPARES

D - Lt. Larsen

g - Lt. Ostuw

SECRET
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SECRET

SQUADRON LISTORY

WISSTON #27- 25 APHEIL 1944
RED BLUE

¥ajor Dou_las Capt. Sparks

Capt. Lansford (Visiting Pilot) gapt. Lutman (visiting Pilot)
it. Parrish Lt. ¢Olson, C. H.

Lt. Larsen Lt. Gamblin

YELLOW Green

Romine Lt. Carter
Kerchner cgpt. Baer
Benton Lt. Ryerson
Davis Lt. Greene

SPARES
A= Lt . LO eb
K~ Lt. Eaughton
MISSION # 28 - 26 april 1944
SORBO RED
Lt. Col. Meyeriv(ap co)} K- capt. McLachlan
Lt. Col. Greenfield {Visitor) S- Capt. Lutman (Visiting pilot)
Capt. Sparks J- Lt. Haughton
Capt. Baer ¥M- Lt. Quilty
GRELN PURPLE
Lt. Parrish G- Lt. Benton
Capt. Langford (Visiting Pilot) A- Maj]. Douglas
Lt. Larsen F- Lt. Loughary
Lt. Robbins T~ Lt. Davis
SPARES

X~ Lt. Kennedy
Z- Lt. Gamblin

SECRET
'V 32 & S ——




DECLASSIHED
poD DIR 5200.9

DECLAS ®iE™




