COMBAT REPGRT OF CAPTAIN JOSEPH J. McLACHLAN
Clgims 1-0-Q

Type of Actlion. Combat

Date of action, 7 August 1944

Squa_dron & Group. 396th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group
Pime of attack, 1515 hours.

Geographic location of atbtack., North of Lassay, Y-9890.
Weather, including visibility. 4/10 cumulus, 4 miles vibibility.
Type of Enemy Alrcraft. ie 109

Fnemy casualties. 1 Me 108 destroyed.

Rounds of ammuntion expended for the whole mission. ilGO rounds.

T was leading en 8 ship flight of Serum Squadron on an armed Recon
flight. I had 2 5001b bombs on my four ship flight and was cover-
ing my second f£light who were straffing two enemy trucks when T
spotted 30 E/A coming in from the east at our same altitude., I
called the flight on the deck to climb up while I tried to cover
them., When E/A saw my flight they Jettisoned their bombs (one from
each plane) and started to orblt a large cumulus cloud. Purple
f£1ight managed to climb up to our altitude somehow and we stayed
above them about 1500-2000 f4; appx 7,500 ft. I called the controller
and gave him E/A position and then after the controller sent help
and we lmew they were near we jumped them. My #2 man did a wonder-
ful job in following me and I broke two or three times and fired

at a few E/A with no results. Then I spotbed one Me-109 and chased
him into a cloud and through i1t he turned to the lsft, I turned
with him and got in astern of him, I fired a long burst from about

5 degrees astern at 350 yards and he rolled violently back and.forth
pouring out smoke and then just rolled over on his back. He was
hit badly and looked as tho he were oub of control becsause he
rolled over on his back and went strsight into the ground and
exploded. A nearby P-51 saw it and saild uyice job P~47", The pilot
never atbtempted to get out of the plane and went in with his ship.

%ﬂ:@ﬁﬁ/ﬁ e %b/_&ﬁ,\

JOSEPH J. McLACHLAN,
Gaptain, Alr- Corps,




SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE COMBAT REPORT OF CAPT. JOSEPH J. McLACHLAN
7 AUGUST 1944

I was flying on Capt. McLachlants wing. I saw him chase this
e 109 thru the cloud and when I came out on the other side, Captain
McLachlan was nearly astern of the E/A, I saw him fire a long burst
into the E/A and black smoke started pouring out of the E/A. The E/A

rolled over on his back, and went strailght into ths ground end explodsd.
The pilot of the E/A did not get out of the ship,
action and told Ceptain HMcLachlan "Nice job p-47".

A P-51 saw the

RICHARD C, COX,
2nd I.t., Air Corps.




COMBAT REPORT OF 18T LT ALFRED E. BENTON
Claims 1-0-0

Type of Action., Combat

Date of Action. 7 August 1944
Squadron & Group. 396th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group.
Time of attack. 1515 hours.

Geographic location of attack. North Of Lassay, ¥-9820.
weather, including visibility., 5/10 cumulus, 3 miles visibility

Type of enemy aircraft. Me-109

Enemy casualties. 0One Me-=109 destroyed.

Rounds of ammunition expended #6r the whole mission. 1400 rounds.

Serum purple flight was straffing some M/Ts with Serum Red
f1ight acting as top cover when 30 plus Me-109s at 6,000 ft entered
the area. The E/A jettisoned their bombs and started an orbit to
the left in and out of a patch of cumulus clouds. Serum purple flight
climbed up past the E/A just outside of firing range but they did
not attempt to attack. Purple flight Joined red flight a 7,500 ft.
putting us on top of the E/A who were still orbiting the glouds,

T led serum purple flight down on an E/A who was the last men in a
string of thres. I started firing in a left turn at 60 degrees
closing to line astern as we neared the clouds. I noticed good
atrikes on the E/A and he began to smoke., When line astern I closed
so fast my left wing and prop hit the tall of the E/A. Last seen
the E/A was going straight in and no chute was observed.

, /4%%/ il
ATLFRED E, BENTON,
lst ILt., Air |Gorps.




SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO THE COMBAT REFORT OF 1ST LT ALFRED E. BENTON
7 AUGUST 1944

- I was flying Serum purple two on Lt Bentont!s wing when encounter
took place., We were on the deck straffing M/Ts when Serum Red leader
acting as our top cover, called on the RT and informed us of thirty
plus bandits above us. We immediately shoved everything forward and
climbed up past the Jerry. Jerry was not in the least bit interested
in a fight as was evidenced by the fact that we climbed up directly
in fromt of them. Jerry saw us and made a hundred and eighty turn
back Into a large towering cimulus.

We Joined red flight at about 7,500 ft. which was above the
cloud cireling Jerry.

I went down on Lt. Bentonts wing and to the rear. He opened up
on the Hun in a sixty degree bank., I saw strikes on E/a and thick
black smoke pouring from it. Lt. Benton closed very rapidly and .
started to break away. The E/A apparently had chopped its throttie
and Lt. Bentonts propeller and wing struck the E/A tail empenage.

The E/A lost its tail and started tumbling and spinning very
tight and fast. The butt left by Lt. Bentonts propeller looked like
& bloody stump. The empenage cartwhelled thru the sair,

I saw the E/A when 1t first started tumbling and the cockpit
was still closed. Jerry did not beil out and E/A went in, A very
good jJob of deflection shooting.

ol KA
EARL L. KIELGLSS,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps.




ENCOUNTER REPORT

Combat

8 August 1944

396th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter group
1215

Near Domfront

No clouds. Visibility about 2 miles

25 FW-1901s end Me-109's

1 ¥e-109 and 1 Fw=-190 destroyed

I. 1380 Rounds,

.
Je I was leading Serum Green Flight on an armed patrol around
Domfront and south. We had patrolled about an hour when T saw sbout
25 enemy planes, high st nine otclock. We put on full boost and got
on top of them, They started diving slightly on a heading of about
120°, I lost my No. 2 man because he was low on gas. T went down on
a 190 from 6 otclock firing a short burst from about 250 yards, T saw
a lot of hits on his fuselage and he started smoking badly and seemed
to shudder back and forth and roll on his back and was last seen
goling straight down trailing a lot of smoke st a very low eltitude. T
pulled back on top and the rest hit the deck and I lost them. T did
see one single on the deck, T went after him and caught him after
about a four minute chase. T gave him a short burst at about 500
yards and got good hits on his fuselaze. I then followed him closing
to 200 yards direct stern and gave him a good burst, observing a lot
of hits on his fuselage and wing. He shuddered and started smoking
badly. He then made a slow turn to the left, pulled up and bailed
out. wWe then returned home because of being low on gas. We landed
at 1300. I claim two destroyed,

AN

DAVID G, PARRISH,
1st Lt., Air corps.




SUPPORTING STATEMENTS TO THE ENCOUNTER REPORT OF 15T LT. D.C. PARRISH

I I was flying No. 3 in Serum Green Flight during the above
encounter. When Serum Green No. 2 1aft the formation I pulled up and
flew Green Lesader's wing. I observed the entire encounter. I saw
Green Leader hit the 190 with & good burst. The 190 shuddered
violently, started pouring forth black smoke, rolled over on his
back end went straight down. I do not belisve he could have possibly
pulled out as we were at a very low altitude. -

Green Leader goht on a 109 anfl gave him a short burst at long
range and I saw hits all along the fuselage. Green ILeader closed on
him and fired a long burst at close range from 6 otclock, The 109
was badly hit and started smoking. He broke sharply to the left,
pulled up and bailed out. His chute opened. We returned to bass,
low on gas.

CBert 8 Sraen N
ATBERT I.. LARSEN, JR.
1lst Lt., Alr Corps.

I was flying Lt. Larsents wing who wes No. 3 in Serum Green
Flight, when Lt. Larsen Joined on Lt. Parrish's wing, so I observed
the whole encounter between Lt. Parrish and a FW 190. Lt. Parrish
made a pass and closed in on the 190 registering hits, then the F¥
started pouring out an enormous amount of black smoke, Then the plane
shuddered and rolled over on its back and I last saw it going straight
dovn. T did not observe the plane hitting the ground due to the fact
that my leader had made a pull up and I did not want ot lose him,
Then the flight leader saw a single plane down on the deck which he
called in and he went down after him, Lt. Iarsen and I both stuck
with him. T tould not observe any hits on this plane dus to the fact
that T was too far back by that time. Later I observed the plane
trailing smoke then meking & sherp left turn and going just in back
of me. I turned sharply and next saw the chute open. We then returned
home due to the fact that we were low on gas.

e s
éENNETH L.\bﬁr\m,

2nd ILt., Alr corps.
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¥I:-5I0N RePCRT
i~ Ops Or. No. 153. FParag. 2, 25th Aug. 194k, 1

B- 396th Fitr. So dispatched 12 F=47's, and 1 F-47 aborted because cf radlo trouble
{(no bombs carried)

C~- Up at 1004 hours, uver iarget at 1045 hours, dovn at 1150 hours.
D= Wil

11 x 2 x 500 1b GF bombs {inst, nose 1/40 tail) were loaded.

11 x 2 x 500 1b GP bombs in target area.

Rombing results were very good. Direct hits seen on neviy constructed wooden bridge
across Seime River at 1803, also on read going ME oub of pissel., Near hits
observed near a dug in tiger tank in vieinity of R1A97.

Mixed /Ts, vehicles, and tanks were straffed along the road near Oissel {151804)
and along highway Horth to Rouen be.ide Seine River:

50 mixed vehicles, including tanks were destroyed and 50 plus more were either
probably destroyed or damaged.

Heavy, moderate, fairly accurate flak in target area.
I1ight, intense, fairly accurate flak in target area.

Great concentration of vehicles and tanks (appx 400) (1/3 tanks) between Oissel,
across the wooden bridge and up road along Seine Eiver towards Rouen. Friendly
troops were outside Tlbeuf to the south and southesst. Cutbreak wes only
controller beside sweepstakes to ansver. About 6-7 empty barges seen in Seine
River about one mile from Elbenf. There was & concentration ~f vehicles in the
forest at ¥-1605, The tiger tank ot ®-1497 -as holding up our column, Firple
flights bombing this dug in tank probably 3ilenced because our column started o
move afterwards.

NOTES:

Sguadron checked in with cutbrpeak and told him of the concentration of vehicles
and he told them that enything across the Seine was alright to go after.
VYehicles near Olssel were also identified as enemy.

wgRUAY B. THAL'R,
jgt Th., Adir Corps,
Aast 3-2




Ops Or. No. 153. Far. Z, 25th August 1944,

396th Fitr, 2§, disratched 12 P=471s,

Up at 161C hours, over targst at appx. 171 hours, down st 1815 hours.
Hil

12 x 2 x 500 1b P bombs {inst nose 1/LC tail) rere losied,

12 x 2 x 500 1b 7P bombs in target ares,

Powbing r-sults were fair. Hits vere cobserved close to 16-1% horse drawn field
pieces on main highvay going South from Font Audemer at I-7707 and on ihe

tank at R-0798. The tank ras disebled as confirmed by cutbreak. After bomBing
the field pleces were straffed with very geod results, destroying about 1C of them,

Li ht, intense, fairly accurstte light flak near St. fiorge dw Tievre ~8L96,
Iight and heavy, moderate, inaccurate flak in area Forth of Flbeuf.
Light and heavy, moderste, inaceurate flak =t Bardonville (MOS0L55).

The 10=-15 horse dravn field pieces appeared to be howitzers going south from
1~7707. They were camouflaged, TIndividual German vehicles s2en moving in all
directions in Foret de Lz Tonde {(10505) . Artillery flashes from a battery of
3 were seen near the river at R-255992, pointed nort westward. An F boat was
spotted moving inte fe Vorve at 14996, Thie vs  cslled irts “reep-trkes urnd a
S5 07 ron tas led to fre web; but trey Gidn't bemb.

e v,

fulbr ak 1as contoeted hen s uadron ' ws over area, He tried to mark tre tepk
with - hite smoke Lk vez not ver, suecer ful, The tenk o finclly spotted und
discbled hy bortins, corfir ed hy eutbrezk, Terret porkinc = ~enerz1ly poor.
Red smoke was used a~ -1l = the *hite.




M PTY apeRE
2~ Cps Or. No. 153, var. 2. 25 Aug 194: 1944
F- 3364 Fitr &q. dispatched 12 7-477s
(- Up at 2002 bours, over Larret at 2045 hours, dovm at 2119 hours.
D~ 1 P=47 damaged Cat., 4 due to flai.
F- 12 x 2 x 500 Ih 7Of bombs (inst and 1/L0 fueing} vere loaded,
12 x 2 x 500 1b &7 bombs in target area.
Bombing restlts were good. 4 direct hits were seen on 6 roads ses crossroads
at ¥-115118. Neer hits close to a %/f nest and 2 barges at ¥1311, knocking out

nest and damaging the 2 barges., (Close hits near i-5 barges at N0906, damaging
at least 3.

F~ ¥ery intense, heavy, rairly ac-urate flak in the foret de Roumare #1013 and all
around the bend of the Seine River surrounding the forest.

%~ 2 larger vessels were seen in the same vicinity HM0906 one of vhich seemed to
have baen-hit previously. Mo larger concentrations of ¥/Ts were ever seen S
of Rouen,

Notes:  The intensity cf the flak uas sorebhing that indicated how rell defeaded
that area might be.

ER.V T R L4
EELEARI A S SV S L

st 1t., Adr Qorps,
Asgst 2-2




RIIOE LR
¥ission number Yo3i-2, 26 Aus 1944, #1
396th Fitr % . vispaiched 12 F=4T's, and 1 P-47 aborted because of nsilot error.
Up a% 1007 hours, over tarpet between 11-1236 hours, down al 1325 hours.
Nil

30-35 horse drewn Wagons were seen on road =t ShOZ¢ of these 1(~15 were destroyed
by straffing.

¥il

Friendly troops (tanks and vebicles} at Les Charelles Pourbon {127, woving
east, and also soing north on road at S322%. One lore plane, believed to be recist
propelled aireraft similar in structure to Ye 163 came screaming down in the
vicinity of ©~3535, just east of "aris. The s:medron vac fivirs 2t 2,000 ft

at the Li-e thev sar this airrlane eivine ¢ and then madl up after breafine
away &g hesdine esst. The airplene had brosd . ings which tegered Lo tie vipe

tip. Its appearance lcoked in he lzrper 1980 ¢ ELT o de -d

Visibility was bid, about 1/2 e 2 iles.

Notes: Oweepstakes was omly cortroller vho ras suecessfully conbtacted. “run
flew around in the briefed raconmeis:ance area. Ffronce 1 finglly care aor 8/T
when the s-uadron was feady to go home 2iter flyins mission.

VURGAY R, THAITE,
1st 1t., Alr Corps,
Asst S=2
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MISSION REPORT

MISSTON NUMRER Y21-2
CPs. OR. HNO.

396th Fighter Souadron 12 T-47'= Dispatched

UF at 1606, TOT 17I0 te 100%

NI,

1 Tizar Tanl: destroved by strafing at °-262k.

L ¥T: destroyed by strafine (2 2t 8-2722 mnd o 2t S§-151 3

Light, Tntense fairly Accurate Flak at §-5151

WD SN AT TI8IGNY  S-28529 Concentration of Tanks and Vehicles

benind hir moving Forth. 1 Adrcraft possibly a F7-190 crashed or was

shot down near RYEVYIIIE N AUGE U-265619. 2 P-51s circirled the spot where
vilot had landsd snd vas waiting.

Vicibilitvy Poor, sbout 1 to 2 miles 1C/10tk 6 to 70CC over Target jirea

NOTFS:  Contacted 3ronco ne. 1 o vectered them to Saintny §-2127 and then the

Squadron procesded to reconnoiter the ares immediately to the north of
Liseny.

MPEAY B, THALLR
1st Lt. Air Corps

Asst., 5-2




B 1G4,

‘i}v}_"; p R a‘” Lot
o impatencd 11
cours, over to

g gt g-Hhis

ol S b

EANEE AT 7743
Bobrucan vers

T LLeDGRiere .

b vy enosunberod.

oY - aboul -

Civ I OneE s
sergs wgod WO Leaux 400 wure s0ld by Ioodle thab
ced Tord:r cnd Lok ars id. M & ebreiing rw
t.  Buoart oli o res and creshied.  Joaxdou 1/ vere & oty

TR 8LCHe

- +
8P T ey Ay

.t
k=X )




o, ¥il-4 Date:
<Gt *itr, Sq. dispstehed 12 p-47,
Up &t 1520 hours over target at 1400 hours, dowm
Hii
1 x S0G 1b ¢ bosbs (inst x 1/40) were loaded.
1 x 570 1b Gp bowbs were dropred on & riobile A/A s st 86378,
=-471s wore used sz cscord,
Bomblng, vesulbs wWere very sood, 1 direct hit,
1 tenk was damaseds 17 brucks wers destroyed. 1 motoreyelc was
destrojedse 1 a5 dwp wes destroyed, £11 in ares of S-8285,

weah inaccurate 1i.3% flak at s-0325,

dur troons ave ot §5-3878, $S-6L61, heading 87 ab
6 wetulm tenks at S-740935 si_tod.
Tosgible tgrgets neer River boitveen Villers gotterets and Solssom,
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Teabiercd L: % flak in 211 of reoecs area.

= ‘sctical ¢bs rvati ms were:

roneo 1 juar wost of Uontcorped oenfBUCT y frtendly /78
To lowin:, Weh'nd., ricndl bx-vops roving oub f:f‘ Teon and ws towards
grocy (~G4I0. catbered cnemy neblv in svece ar-e.a. “eattored eneny
notore,e «e and half ftracles _oing woqth in B vieinidy or rulsc,.

liotes: Squedron conbacted Hronco 1 who didntd have any specfic
tar.chs, so they proeceseded o look and found the sbove ter_cts
s opwbunity. .

CURRAY B, W ALVR,
1lat Lt.g .{‘L'}-I' GOI'_V—S,
Agst, §5-2
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