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Ingtailuzat XI ¢ hawes¥ OF Tl 35774 FIAIER 3iUATuw. 3ectiom A4

S GATIZATIUN (@.3., changes effecisd by the treasfr o2 tie unit or by new
T/0's ). SEGATIVE

B3MENGTd O THE LAST DAY OF B wusTd:
init strengih ss of the 31 December 15944
OFFICEHRS ASSIHED mmmmwme——eem 3ixty (80)
Bk ASSIGNED - Twe hundred forty-ona {241)
OFFI3ERS ATTACHED wmmm—mmeeeme NGUE (O)
Bb ATTAGHED woemmmmmmw mmme emmenThrée {5 )

AIVAL AT &0 DEPMTURE MO SACH STATION OOCUPED I I 5T70: :
sguadron dsperted frowm ALG Nuvker 8% (Chievres, 3algiu.); arrived ai Al4 suazbosr
88 (Juvincourt, Franes), ofa 24 Decesher 1944, iove of 4/C, ecuipmeni, sivence
end resr echeloes accomplished in epprozisately six deys.

LOST Ii¥ ACTION:

F/O Sharles W, Vickermen —w-—- HIR <=w- 8 Docembar 1544
lat Lt Frederick . Stoll, or MIA =—--17 Decambor 1o%&
2nd Lt Jack L. Conent M 18 December 1344
2nd Lt Dogald iW. Zvens —w—we——— nIA ——--2% Docoxber 1544
2nd Lt Jack ¥W. White HMIA 25 Dacexber 1544

AWARDS AND DECRATIQIS TU «EMBERS OF TH= WIT:
1st Lt AXps wwrmemems—=DFC

18t Lt Beker wese DFG, let Silver OLC €o AM, 6th Br CLC to Aw
ist Lt Berksr DFC, 6th Br OLC to A
2nd Lt Bauer ——ewe—meSth Br OLC to AM

2nd Lt Bender w—-~www~Sth Br OLC to &N

sajor Cerbine -——w—w—w-2nd Br OLC to Al

CepY Carlson =ww——w——-3rd Silv OLC to AM, 15th 8r ol to 4
1si Lt Cassady —-w—=w-8th Br OLC to Al

2néd Lt Bvans wwweeeww=lgi 3r OLC 1o AM

lst Lt Foliz wwm—~—ma-16th Br OLC to Al

Ist Lt Hemilbon ase--=3rd Silv OLC to A

2nd Lt Hogan ~——e~-~w-=dth Br OLC to AN

1st 1t Horlacher ———-=-1lth Br CLS to AM

2nd Lt Kalen m—w~~we--1st Br OLC to AM

1zt Ll ferr wmw—e——ew-=7th Br OLO to Al

lgt Lt Olden wmmmenw-n12, 15th OLC to AM

2nd Li Fotter ——---—--11th CLC to aM

2ng¢ Lt Rinehort ————--DFC

ist Lt Roavold ——-=we=DFC

2nd -1zi B2 .OLC to a¥

1st Lt 5101l —wee~211th Br OLC to XM

5/Sgt William Aro Br Ster dedal
5/5gt Norbert P, Billinger Br Ster Hedal
S/5gt Wiley A. Brooks —-.- Br Star Nedal
5/5gt William H, Hirschfeld - Br Ster ¥odal
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ADIENDA 10 SEOTION 4

lst Lt Jolm P, Foltz was killed in training on @ Decomber 1944, shortly after

he had been trensferred to "Marmite" for radio coantrol duty. dais plane was in
en gerial colliaion with the "piggy-back" plene piloted by Lt Hamilton. Lt Foltz
was unable to recover and crashed m fsw miles from the field gt Chisvrea, Lt
demilton returned safety. Lt Foliz was one of the original twenty-seven pilots
of the syuadron and his desth was deeply felt by all members of the outfit.

1st Lt David ¥. Bherp received the Certificate of serit for his excellsnt work as
ait liason officer with the Third Armered Division in September. Lt Sharp has
recently been placed on TD with the Fifth Corps.
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ALG A-B%, CHIEVAES, BELG~-(Dec 1)-- This months operations opened with a
dey of guist. 4 briefing waes held, but the weather closed in end there vwes no
take=off, :

¢roup Spacial Oders 143 of this date announcss the promotion of the following
enlisted men of this sguadron to the grasdes indicated: Sgt Vernon . Saunders
to 5/8zt, CTpls Harry W, Heath and Hasymcnd C, Hofknecht to 3zt, Plfes James 2,
dackett, halph H. May and Isrel mechlin to Opl, Pvi Jesss L. Casiro to Pfe.

DEC 2 —- Today s specisl terget was assigned as the objective of an sarly
worning mission, It was = fortified hill and strong point immedistely in front
of the firat Infantry Division lines. In fact it was such close covex work thati
it was stipulated that we were to bombbefors 09030 hours but not after that time.
Bight fregmentation and eight 3P bombs were well concentrated on this target with
excellent rdsults. A supply dump in the vicinity received the remsining bombs+
and belched forth smoke end flems., The armed recce which f@llowsd wes pretiy
rough on Jerry's severely depleted rolling stock. Major Serbines flight destroyed
two locomotives and shot up et least forty box cers while Lt Kerr's and Capt
Krausdsflights =ccounted for snother locomotive end ebout thirty cars. Lt Leavoy
knocked out one gun position end strafed several others. Major Carbine's plane
wae badly damsged by flsk. His hydreulic system was knocksd out so he was foreced
to make = belly landing at high speed back et the bass. On this aission were:
Cerbine, Leavoy, Bisgini, Yendel, Kerr, Horowitz, G L Bsuer, Kreuse, Lewis,

300, end Hogan. ' .

Group Special Orders No 144 of this date reveal that T/Sgt Samuel leisey

is to be sent to Paris for 7 days to attend AN/TRU=-l Maint., School,

IS0 3 =~ On todey's mission our sgu#?'on supported the 4th Infentry Division,
They bombed & concentration of seven tenks and results*were raported to be good.
Major Leery and Lt Uterhart knocked out 3 trucks and Lis Deme and Arledge
destroyed a train of five cars on the armed recce which followsd. A large formation
of Lancesters firsd at our planes, but, foritunstely, missed. Those on the mission
were: Leary, Uterhart, Baker, &k D 3herp. Potter, Clary, Fauley, Fein, Dame,
Arlsdge, Hamilton, and White,

IEC 4 -~ The firat miesion for todey was sgain in support of thd. let Infantry
Divdaion but becauss of bad weather they were directed to bomb the M/Y at Zulpich.
Meny hite were scored on the tracks and about 30 freight cars were destroyed.

Pilots on the miesion wers: Cerbine, Uterhart, Cassady, Wright, Kerr, Conant,
Lt 3Bsuer, Kalen, Krauss, Yandel, Soo and iogan.

The squedron was sent out on a secondmission in the -afternocon to neutralize a
group of eight gun positions SE of Duren. The smoke bomb marking was not too
distinct but there was feirly good concentration of bombs dropped in the ares,

Lts Daxme, Arledge, and White dsstroyed two &rucks and a trailer. On thig mission werei
Leary, Lewis, D M Sharp, R D Sharp, Potter, Ronesny, Baker, Fein, Dame, Arledgs,

Hamilton, and vhits. - 1
’ Stumt |
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DEC 5 ~- Today our sguadron concentrated on troop concentrations and
motor traffic along Hitler's new “sutobahn' north of Duren. There was a good
cloes pattern of bombs scored on the troop concentration and the scores on
road traffic were ss.followa: Olden: 4 MT destroyed, 10 demaged. Vickermen:
2 MT deatroyed, 4 damaged, Stoll: 1 ateff car, 1 motorcycle, 2 horse drawn
vehicles, 5 MT destroyed, 6 damaged, Weinatein: O MT Destroyed, 2 damaged,
Hajor leary: & KT destroyed, 10 damaged, Hutchersoni 1 MT destroyed; 1 damaged,
Beker: 6 MT demaged. R D Sherp: 1 MT destroyed, 2 demaged. Dame: 9 MT destroyed,
5 damaged, 2 trailers destroyed, 1 dsmaged, &rledge 1 MT and 1 trailer destroyed,
2 ¥T damaged. The Air Support Miseion Log for this date reportss¥Planss exactly
on target, bombed end strafed with excellent results.” . .

The second mission attempad to destroy a bridge over the Roer River and
a cloverleasf intersection on the Yautobehn', The bridge was of very heavy m
masonry construction end, although bhere were two direct hits on the bridge,
it did not collapse. The road intersection was pretty weil cdobbered, however.,
Pilots on the mission were: Carbine, Oassady, Wright, Potter, Clary, Barker,
Fauley, Kreuse, Uterhert, Soo, and Biagini.

IEG 6 - Qur target for today was the town of Zulpich again, This time
it wae bomwbed by Radar Bontrol. Complete resulta were not visible, but several
buildings were geen demeged end burning, Misehon Filote were: Carbine, Kostrack,
D ¥ Sharp, Wright, Xerr, Horowitz, G L Bauer, Kalen, Krause, Yendel, Sco, and
Hogan.

IEC 7 ~~ A day of rain, wind and fog kept all planes grounded.

Ninth Air Force Gemeral Orders No 236, of 7 Oct 1944, received today,
snnounces awards of the Silver Star to lst Lt George L. Sutcligfe, Major
Randall W, Hendricks, Cap Williem R. Gibason, 1lst Lt Robert g, Brown, l1lst Lt
(now Capt) Roy D, Carlson, let Lt(now Capt) Wayne H, Driscoll, lst Lt David
M. Sherp, end 2nd Lt Robert ¥ Rinehart, These awards were made for weritorious
action during themonthe of May, June, duly, and August,

This afternoon pilots and intelligence officers of the group attended
an excellent lecture on Radar and Radar Contraélled Bombing given by Lt Gol
Coward of IX TAC, He presented this very complicated subject in a clear, concise
and simple manner and followed it up with a period of euestions and answers.

It was a very interesting and enlightening period of instruction,

Squadron Orders No 28 of this date appoint lst Lt William M, Kerr Flight
Commander of F Flight, lat Lt Carl H, Gundlach is appointed ¥nit Postal Officer
and War Bond Officer in place of Capt Johmson. 2nd Lt Wynn L Dixon is appointed
Information- Educetion QOfficer.

: IEC 8 — This was a red letter day for the pilots of our seuadron, merking
their first contact with enemy plenee for many weeks. The fight took pace
between Cologne and the Erft Canal Just after noon 30 to 40 ME 109's and FW
190'e were encountered. The scors a8 usual was heavily in our favor: 3=0=8
for one loss, Lt Hagpilton was high acorer with one ¥E 109 destroyed and one
ME 109 and Fw 190 damaged. Lt Dame shot down one ME 109 and damaged one Fd 190.
Lt Olden destroyed an ME 109, Major Leary, Lt R D Sharp, end L¥ Lewis each
damaged an }E 109, )

This victory was achisved at the coet of one of our new pilots, F/O Charies
W Vickermesn. A P 47 was seen to spin earthward in flames during the dogfight, and
& later check led to the conclusion that it was probably F/O Vickermans plane,
It is not thought that he was able to bail ou « F/Q Vickerman was from

Caledonia, Minn. -
SEinel
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In en amendmernt to Report Number 33 of the Victory Credits Board, Capt
Carlos M, Telboit received confirmation of the second of hie two HE 109's
destroyed on 11 Sept 194k,

According to Group Special Urders No. 146 of this date, Lt Fauley is sent
to Paris for 2 days leave.

A new ¥llot, 2nd Lt Thurmen N. Mauldin, is essigned to this asuadron by
ihe sams special orders.

IEC 9 =—- Bad weather kept all planes grounded today.

& Newspaper clipping received today contained interesting informetion
concerning Cept Jamess W(Red) Goodwin. Capt Goodwin, one of the original members
of the 397th was assigned to the 3%th on 15 March 1544, He was shor down over
western Germany on 22 April 194li, He wade his way to Tugoslavia where he was
taken in by the Partisens. Congressmen Lyndon Johnson, of Texes, secured his
svacuation to the U 5 whers his wife lies critically ill from lymphatic
leukemia, ’

IEC 10 -~ Today's mission consisted of knocking ocut a tenk in the town of
Dhorn and bombing of Zulpich again., Bogies were reported but their turned out to
be friendly. Mission pilots wers i Carbine, Poleson, weinstein, Kelen, D M
Sharp, Kostrack, Cessady, Fein, Krause, Uterhsrt, Hogan, esnf Yandel,

I TAC Generel Orders Ko. 92, this date, announce the awarding of the Bronze
Star Medal to the following enlisted men of this squedron: 5/S8gts angle, Cuppini,
Erickson, Kvedaras, Peers, Seiley, and Standfield,

DEC 11 — The mission was in support of the $th Infantry Division today. It
consisted of bombing some strong points and e highly successful attack on = train
of flat cars cerryibg tanks, Major Leary and Lts Ulden and Poleson almost completly
destroyed this train, Others on the mission were: dutcherson, Zsuer, Lewis,

&rps, Uterhart, Basker, Clary, Stoll and Leavoy.

DEC 12 -~ Todey our seuedron cerried out an uneventful bombing of
Euskdrochen by Radaer Control. Those participeting were: Cerbine, Xonssny, Lesvoy,
Berker, arledge, Cassady, PFein, Kreause, Hucke, Soco end Evans,

DEC 13 -- Another uneventful mission marked tofleys aerial activities.
Undisclosed targets south of Duren were bombed by Badar Control, On the mission
were: Leary, Hutcherson, Baker, lLewis, Potter, Thornton, Bender, XKalen, Kerr,
Gonant, G L Bauer, end Horowitz.

DEC 14 ww Today the squadron clobbered-s train of 30 cars, destroying it and
a section of track. Lt Poleson had his ship shot up by flak, but he menaged to
bail out seftly on our side of the bomb line, The westher closed in over our
field, so the squadron had to land at Floremmes in sastern Belium, On this miesion
vwore: Carbine, Konesny, Yandel, Clary, Olden, Poleson, Weinstein, Bvans, Dame,
wWhite, D ¥ Sherp, end Petrick.

DEC 19 ~= Today's mission was made in poor weather, The controller was uneble
to direct our planes on he assigned Radsr mission, so our bombs were dropped on &
train. Lt Lewis did a perticllarly eccurate job. Pilots on the miesion were:
Leary, Uterhart, & L Bauer, Lewis, Horlacher, Hunt, Frisbie, Horowitz, Krause,
Conent, Cassady, and Isavoy, :

An accident in the armsment section, which occured on the line today, cost
the 1life of Cpl Michassl T Gaydos. There was a misteke in signals. fhile Cpl
daydos was installing the rocket, the firing switch was dalso being teated. The

rocket fired, and the resulting emnaed his death,
0
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DEC 16 ~- Ths squa&ion hed & guiet dey tog@ay. Fog end mist kept all planses
grounded.

IEC 17 — Today's mission merked snother encounter with the GAF. Lt
Kerr was very much the hero of the day with so many claims that gt first he
had troubls straightening them out himself, They were finally resolved into
two ¥E 109's and two FW 19Q%s destroyed end enother ME 109 probably destroyed.
Lt Bauer also destroyed one ME 109, Lt Stoll damaged an F¥ 190.

Agein this great victory was accomplished st the cosgt of ons of our oldest
pilots. Lt 3toll chose to fight it out in a head~on pass et en F¥ 150, Although
severely damaged, the F¥ 190 prevailed and Lt Stoll's”plane was seen heading
ins although none of the pilots saw it crash.

Cn the miseion were: Leary, Hutcherson, Hamilton, lewis, Potter, Konesny,
Fauley, Clary, Kreuse, Hucke, Weinstein, R D Sharp, Barker, Uterhert, D ¥ Sharp,
end Frisbie.

LIEC 18 — Another dogfight with enemy planes end enother victory was
chalked up for the sguadron, Lt Potter wes high scorer with two E 109g
destroyed, Lt Clary destroyed nne & 109 and probably destroyed another. iejor
Lsary destroved sn ¥ME 109 and Lt Weinstein demaged an ¥ 109.

Lt Conant did not return to base after the combat. Littls is Known sbout
his disappesrence except that he was last seen while engaging in the dogfilght.
Ho-one saw him crash nor did he communicate with enyons over hs RT,

Miseion pilots were: Leary, Hufcherson, Baker, X D Sherp, Potter, Kcnesny,
Fauley, Clary, Olden, Hucke, Weinstein, Leavoy, Conant, end & L Bauer,

Report No 36 of the Victory CGredits 3oard of this date, confirms the
following claims of the pilots of this seuadron for 8 Dec 44: Dame: 1 ME 109
destroyed, Hemilton: 1 }C 109 destroyed:. 1 M2 109 damaged. Olden: L ME 109
destroyed. additional cleime by Lts Dare end Hamilton to 1 FW 150 famaged each
ewaits combat film verification,

4 small rocket mission with Xrsuse, Thornton, Frisbie, and Kelen returned
to bese without firing, due to 2 complete overcast in hs target erea.

Mejor Carbine eng Lts Uterhert,ilamilton end Wright bombed Xreuzau and saw
fires on another small misgion today.

IEC 19 — Hews of the Jermen break through caused congideralle consternation
today. It wee timed to coincide with the fogay, rainv weather which blankeis the
whole front, including this bzss. There wes no operstional activity,

LEC 20 -~ A day offog and mist, no flying.

DEC 21 -~ Jontinued bad weather,

D23 22 -~ Weather grounded gll planes,

DEC 20 -~ Last night word unexpectedly arrived that the sausdron wae to xove
teday from Chisvres,; 3elzium to Prosnes,France. Zowever = posiponemant folleowed
shortly after the original message setting tomarrow as the mowing day.

4 cloudless dey with only = slight froundmiat gavs the squsdron a chanes to
go ouv and clobber the Germen transportation fecilities in Beir new exposad
positions. Today's mission ‘destroyed iwo large trsins one with freight cars egnd o
one of ollears. Capt Dame, Lt White and Cept Xrause did particularly accurat.e work
iissin pilota ware: Cerbine, Kostrack, weinstein, Zvans, Zender, ¥right, .iogsn,
fandel, Dene, White, Jlary, Patrick, Kreuwss, Thorniton, Helliesen, Kalen.

DEC 24 — Two miassions today took & heavy toll of Jermen armor and .
trensportation. The first miesion accounted for 1) tanks and 10 i destroyed, 14
tankcs andlf i damaged, with neerly ALL of the pilots participating in piling
up these totels. Those on the mi Leery, Hatcherson, Lewis, Clary,
Zender, %White, Baker, Patrick, W\y, deingtein, Zvens, Yerr, Hunt,

Bauer, and Horowitz,
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Lt Evand plane was shot down by f£lek near the battle Ilime. He was sble to
bailout successfully, howsver, end was last asen gathering up his parachute on
the ground., It is not certmin westher ot not he fell into enemy hands, ss the
situstion was very fluid at that point.

The second mission concentrated on the town of Schleiden whers a fuel dump
was destroyed snd the marshalling yard was wreeked along with the destruction
of from 50 to 100 cars. Mission pilots weres Carbine, Thornten, Helliesen,
Zalen, Barker, Leavoy, Frisbis, X D Sharp, Fotter, Kostrack, Fauley, Wright,
Dame, Arledge, Hamilton, and Yandel,

TA" party 1lsft for Promnes (A~79) at08:350 this morning,

DiC 25 = Dus to the sudden burst of operational ectivity and ths currant
move, wnich left most departments with sbout half of their normsl personnel, therd
was little oppertunity to ebserve Christmes as a holiday . The day was spent in
intense activity by all departments, with only an oscassional nod or hasty
greeting to distinguish it from eny other dey.

Today's first mission was dirdcied ngeinet scetisred road traffiec. Capt Dams
end Lt Hamilton each destroyed eight WT end demaged several ofhers, and two tenks
were destroyed by bombs. Those on the mision were: Carbine, Kostrack, Frisbis,
VWright, Hemilton, White, Dame, Fatrick, Krause, Arledge, iHelliesen, Kelsn,
Horlacher, Konesny, Baker, and Fauley,

The second mission piled up far more of the izuprea;(ee totals of the Huns

-rolling stock, 8ix tanks and eighty-two MT wers destroyed, thrss tanks snd

twenty-fiveMT demeged.All pilots participated in this sizeable bag. They weres
leery, Hulcherson, Ulary, Hogan, Olden, Leavoy, Weinstein, Yendel, Xerr, Hunt,
Beusr, and Horowitz,

IEC 26 -~ The destinstion for our move was changed first to Metz and then to
Juvincourt bacause the Metz field was not yet serviceble. "A' party moved from
frosnes to Juvincourt, while "B" party prepared to join them_from Ghievees ag
soon as weather would permit the planes tothke-off. Xhers was no mission togay

due to fog end mist.

ALG A=58, Juvincourt, France (Dec 27 } == A migsion got off today which will
lend at Juvincourt. The remaining plenes made a direct flight,

41l pilots on the flight participated in destroging two tanks and Pifty MT
and in demaging ‘twenty-nine more vehicles. by the use of bombs, rockets, and strafing,
Those on the mission were: lesry, Uterhart, Helliesen, Clary, Bender, Huicherson,
Hogen, R D Sherp, Olden, Baker, Patrick, Kalen, Potter, Konesny, Fauley, and
Leevoy.

LIEC 28 ~-- EZxcessive ground mist end bad westher over the target area prevented

todey's mission from teRing-off. Most of "B party errived at Juvincourt torejoin

the. advanced section of the squadron. Living and working conditionas are much
rougher then they were at Chievres, with tents predominating for both purposss.
The forthcoming méve to Metz will be welcomed by all,

IEC 29 -~ The weather cleared up today permitting two missions, The first was
unsventful. It conaisted of the bombing of a =mell marshelling yard, but no
results were observed due to ground haze, Pilots weeei Carbine, Xostrack,

Yandel, ¥Wright, Baker, Clary, Frisbis, R D Skarp, Krause, Thornton, Hellissen,
and Xalen,

The secon# mission disposed of a swall Nazi supply and fuel dump. Capt
Dems did a particularly accurate Job with his bombs. Major Leary, lLits Lewis,
Hutcherson, and Horowitz accounted for 1 tank end five MT destroyed and damaged
eight MT, Miesion pilote were: Potter s G L Bauer, Dame, Horowitz, Hemilton,
Patrick, Leary, Hutcherson, LewiaMt.
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IEC 50 —~ Today was another of great operational activiiy with two

succesaful missions, The first of these tore up a small marshalling vard
.deatroying about twenty care and damaging = roundhouse end ssveral ware-
houses.Lts Kerr snd Hunt did a perticulerly accurate job with their bombs.
Several other railroed cars and motor vehicles were destroyed by strefing,
Mission pilots were: Olden, Kostrack, Weinstein, Uterhert; Kerr, Hunt,
Dgme, Lewis, Patrick, end Horowitz.

The second misaion bombed a troop concentration snd sirafed two small
towns. One tenk and ssveral vehicles were dssiroyed, Lt Wright was high
scoref in the strafing. Those on the mission were: Krauss, Arledge, Helliesen,
Kalen, Bender, VWright, Beker, K D Sharp, Carbine, Huche, Hamilton, and

Konesny.

EC J1 -~ The miesion was delayed by heavy ground fog, but finally got

off in the early afternoon, They bombed a smzll town but 4id not observe
the results. The sguadron also desiroyed one tenk and twanty-eight vehicles,
and damaged eight light artillery guns and sighteen vehicles,

This ended eowr operational activity for the year. "A" party will move to
Metz tomerrow, and will begin the MNew Year st = new, end we hops, fairly
rermsnent location.




. BEAIQUARTERS
IX TACTICAL AR COMMAND

AP0 555, U 8 Arny,
8 Decenber 1944,
SUBJECT: Amendment to "Confirmation of Victory Credit Board" Report
Number Thirty-three (33).
TO { Comusnding Officer, 368 Fighter Group, APO 59, U S &rmy.
The name of the following officer is withdrawn from * Confirmation

of Victory Credits Board" report number thirty-three (33).end the attached
amended form is hereby made a part of Report number thirty-threes (33)s

Neme Group  Squadrom Encounter Report #

Capt Cerlos M« Talboti 368 397 11-9-44 33

By commend of Major General QUESADAs

4. Co. KINCAID,
Brig Gen, USA,
Chief of Staff,.

‘" 4 TRUE COPY !

LT /}"/ g N - -
HICHARD H. BLICKENSDEHFER,
1st Lt, Air Corps,
Ass't 397th S-2 Officer.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ZONFIDEKRKTIIAL D-B-4 -
REPRT) Amsndment #1 HEADQUARIERS
1 IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND
Number ) Report #33 APO 595, U 8 Army

CQFIRMATIGN OF VICTQRY CREDITS BOAHD * AIR 8 Dec 44

The "Confirmstion of Victory Credits Bosrd", ss appointed by par, 11, S0 206,
this Headquerters, dated 3 Dec 44, awards victory sredit claime to the foltowing
officers this commands

VICTGRY CONFIRMED UNCONFIRMED
NAME GROUP SQDN DATE CLAIM VICT®RY VICTRY E/A PLACE REHARKS
194 D PIDAD PIM D ZF I¥

en sa%x ) xx

Capt Carlos
M Talbott 368 397 1ll.92 0 02 © c o 0 O M 109 Limbourg none

Area
*Ex L3123 TRE

MEMBERS
HOWARD F. NICHOLS, (ELIaS H. WARREN, Lt Col, AG
Colenel, Air Corps, {

President of Board,  (RANDALL W. HENDRICKS, Major, AC ,

(HARRY R. JAHES, Capt, AC

APPROVED:
By commend of Major Goneral QUESADA:

A+ Co KINCAID,
Brig Gen, USA,
Chief of Staff,

" A IRIE cori"

-

RICHARD H. BLICKENSIERFER, ;
1st Lt, Air @orps,
Asg't 397th 5-2 Officer, 4
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ine ™ Confirmation of Jietory Uredits 3oard®, as appointed by par 11 »0 205, this
rieadguarters dated 5 vec 4%, awardas victory credit claims to ine following officers
. this comuand
A G2 RIDH LAE VIOTOW soaFBuil Jivwirdwsl WA PLACH  seabidd
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TR 2 30r sodn wed nesort af 6% .adar womtrollec . ission. a3dn sdsaion o s

- pne Wrd Lo, Lission . (211l s L ouaye 1, w2 oo dib
284 asdar Jontrolled .iiacion, Sogblng of ussirsiva at Jop.23,
~ 388tn Fuy 34 ia; 1L o/e wiop.; no sbortives.

;= up 1344, Yer 1420, usowm lois.

- 2il

-~ 11223300 u2 bobbs 1/10 nose, 140 tefl. 22 bacbe ia Lt aren.

s
i

-
@

&
g

Jr zadsa contashed swsepotaxes, Liseo, and llsco i. Ligea E dirscled gur
planes to wne igl, wwacirchen at ¥25223,, wiore sli honhu were droggsd. 3o
repults ware ohserved. A plante returnsd hose wilhout incidend.

- &il

- ok aoversd tus ground in b srom. & graal sang ¢l rortrenses wore geon.

= rebbher: 8 fo /10 cwsulus cloud esver over tat area, fasw andavwn, to: ludud b
12000 £y,  ¥is good. i

- s4dn code wss not used.

-~ wrpund controi good.

Soabat Jarbing, sonssny, SERVIF ,
Barser, afledge, w@ssadg, eln.
SLaaas, Jueks, bo, voas.
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SALU B o= @OTT an 2 Job seder vonbrolled .dseing 1y secesber 1obh. wodn siden 31J.

o X g ade GilES. S0s w@led 12 w80 84 Lllng Bar uys ons

SO% aaday gavel Zoxbing mnd sarwed Ledey oisnio

SASth pighter sp - 27700 (87 sgdn » 12 & Sdgp ~ o Boris

drs 1BE - Lrssped B/lise way n 1083 = Jua 1AL ~ rosmesn 6fliue way Jul 1515 .
wdid 185,

redl -

12 % & % 5291b sy boaagbe 1 soecs 3155 tuil. bawrs in il aceac 0,000 )

A lones contacivd swespotuise aad wire ralsysa 0 «afails iwe forigis.
seruite swo veotored ias planes ot sroe souilh of  wran olwee sll bosbs
wsre drapped At a oolnt belleved 10 B o o vieln iy i~ il b usraites
difection tusy orbited In fade ~ros foF wbowi wnnly Lanulss and veturned hou
wit.out ineldant,

vy aod, fnseec tn st alpiel.

B
3

Gl strntoesunules Lo tares smr oasing Ladere owor buw tgt arcey
T2

s F2aF iaihility waliadine &

3% LLead.

2

I,

FUREE LNPaON

o ab
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597th Ftr Sgfn soport on @ uround Jupport, Dive Josbing, and Azued cecoe alssion =

1% vscember 1943 —=—~e-- Gquadron dission Huanbar 311

A -

L -

Opne ¥ o , ximsion .g. £21~7 1k Pecexber 1344 Mgeion for dey Uid
#igsdon was tu have invelved support ior ﬁmml&ticn{ fo i aivy =nd Staaza

(Bth .af Div}), located «i X¥geEm Botgen, (£5229) ~ vur plmnes uctuslly bosbed

a tgt f ppportunity ~ then ows placea conducted an armed reecs.

563Lh iir $p - 397th ~ur .qdn - 12 4/0 disp - ho sborts.

U2i1420 - Lrossed b/lin.e on way in ab 1533 - bozbed ab 1600 - rockets not fired
srossad b/line on way oub = 1610 - Lkt A% =78 at 1640 oo 1h Deo 34 - DI
at hose baee 1027 15 sec 44. (dnipscould nol lmnd at nome beane on 14 bsc 44
becsuss of bad westiur conditlons) -

wae 470 desiroyed by fluk in b5t ares, ine pilot, i folsem, beilod oul st

X7720. a1y ee k& the sqin nsard theti he wan in good ehage, end Fhat he would

Lo

A
B0

soIn Futurne. A7727 iz hehind o front linos, b soleson bailad sut at 1515.

3 x 2 x 30k wd bogbs., fuse: 1710 nosng, 1/100 istl. & x & % 5 Ax derk X

ragketa - 1/ 1000 szcond fixed base luse ~ 15 bogbe intgt ares.- 16 rockets

fu returned o hese. .

wur plenes could act tonteot Sfoundation. iney wers sble to camm with StanZs but
3tanze nad ne work for thea and referred them %o roundation,wson they could not
sontact, sarmite séud ssnt thembo the srup of FET25 %o attack Trucke. They found

o trugks, but thsy found s train ab ¥ 272%,411 16 bomks =re dropped on the

trafn. Sw train consisted of g logo =pd 25 to 30 :fx;& nht cars, the loco an t}ﬁ_. cj
fréoht cors werg heading esasts ‘ﬁce eco , cO¥S, @/ frocks were dpEIry)ec

Ho strafing.

Light end Hvy, inten, act flak in gL area (#2725

A hospital train of ten plus cars was seen at F 2729 rour burning vehiclés ware
sesn on ths road hsading ssst and weal five milen west of wuskirchen. Yhere is s
possgble locatidn of tanks =z F5%1LJ. afew trucks wers dafinitely ssen therd.

over tgtt VYisibility poor, Hez@ylayer 1o Fy300°

tgt area:  4/10 to 5/10 cloud coverags puilding up to 1J/10 in ths south,

Sadn code not useds

Sround contrsl - Jur planes could not contact Foundation, and sarmite Une was weaek.
They eauld gomz with stanza.
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- L LN i te s

ST P42 gqdn 5.z 49pt on & droand dapport, Dive Seubing, and armwed succtl.iivnion -
BBee A we Lydn ~Luslon .uabor 53

st amnts.

# ~ Opns 3 o, s Hizsmlon np. - Blef idzaion o, for day Ui 15 pag 4l
Support for Foundelion (75th inf “iv) end stenza (Gth r Div}y Ioeated gt wotzen
{(£9229), vas 4o have Boen equadron nission, Inatead, cur planss bomsed & tgh of

spporfunity,. then they conduoted mn arudd regos.

B - 268th rir droug, 337th Fir <A1 -~ 12 40 Liap en g fhoris,,

C = UP31130 w« Crossed b/line oo wey in at IO« sof 1580 - wrosesd B/1ine on way out
a8t 1530 « Sl s,

D - &il _

E«8x2x 50015 32 tagpe Fuses 1710 nose; 140 tofl - B2 d 25w osere 1 roclksts,
Fuse s15/1500 second fixes bass fise ~ 18 Doshe atgt ares - 15 rockets returned
1o base,
bisco fne, Dises, Slarsite, and .arzite che gl tryed o acewplish a A4 B84 3ling
Bombin: isgtion with our plaves, bus ey WEXe not successinl in the ationpt, ur
Planes Loubed g tgt ot auportyty - o tragy consisting of & 4o 10 box esxrs g g
loco. The traiy wag Iozatsd ot P23y end 3t was 20ViRg souths the locs and the
first f.vs cors were destroso. thp Iogt Tive ware danagad,’ the track was cut in two
?laces, Lt Lewis Ssgeeially distinguished hiuself in tue bombing.,
fie sraling clgios,

F = dvy, ace Plag ot . L3073 four gt battery
wight, J0d, insce 1lalk i1 tglerea (F221995)

@ - atraiy of ten ¢avs was geon LOVing north gt A230050, 18 durges and iarce tugs wers
88sn m tne Jhdne . dvar nokih of Duaseldars, ihey wers gensrally on ths anst side
of the river, Jecause of ihe shortage of £83 our plensa did-not attacl she train,
the Lerges, or 4he tugs. o report was wsade to dwesp siakes because the wegther was
such {oloud conditions ) thes sy werd not iucrative igtp, sligntly nortisast of 8trip
ABFa p Uy boaring the dogigdes nation ¥uX or Y64 wade & pass at our planes, Owr
forumtion was broisn Ugs iniz was g serious matter, for ous planes wers low un gas
mnd nad €3 got back to base hamedistoly, 4 89 ig located at Lo Culot, Soh3,

H - Tgt nrop; /10 cloud eoverage; Sireto-cumilus clouds;baoe 440001, top 5,000!

visibility good sbove but bhad helow,

= 8gdn code nob Lugad,

= dround gsonirol wag POSY Irow g tastical point of visw,

I
g

BOMBYs, B4y JiEnnany 1 s W ls
alilauilge HULT Malsny, sk 17,
SR I8y as AUSH CHIENT GASS 4T 1457 N7




3F Lo Plr sqdn G- Lpt 3 A UPSunel sugaal Do md LLSAET adp huiaud wel] 060 4 ew
- it SBakon L@ L1H e -

- .pns v Ho » edselon g, 12I-2 .igeion o, Lo dagr Svs e L7 ec B .-
miesion was to asve hown roumd support for salsvtdrive 103 oy Liv, mmd
3lendwell (Btn vargs,; losst @ ot Lt 75t%, 003 ond an aned reces in 3th vorgs
arenenlony bomb line. .mexy metion prevnnizd goaplition 2f siszion,

Sodth Fr up, 357 0 i —e= 32 4w LASP we 63 goris,

@3 LAG e Urogsed b/line on mey in and iize over tgt lle, ~- urose.g 5/line on way
out 1225 ~= LJosiisli2%.

e of our sfc aipsing ab eulfy bocause of wnemy mctlon, i Ltoll and en re LN
fared at swch Siser irow g ssedeon position, 2 HGtollfs slane baret inte xlawss

ard ataried down, i was not ssen to beit suf nor wes ais plane deffinately esen
o erash by any of omr p.lote. cive enely oft degivuyed; Twe Pe LKEs ana tus

mr 105%e by b coer and one o W02 by ot Sauer. ;e soe 152 probably destropdd oy
Lt Jerr, vny e LW Bows g by Lt oSlells
5 8 2 % pU0Lb we Blads — vusks /Lo zoasy /b tail eee & 2 8 2 30 s sark L
nockets = jups: 1 ),,{La;u ooond PLnsd buss Dugm..— 16 Doudn Jouliesonsd pats
8L 7P «= 4 vocxeds letticonnd at WT77 in castsrly siresliofn, ==~ 4 roGL.1n
roturnad i¢ bose-- & rocsets lowt with Lt whollls plina, e
wur plenes were fliing szt aa altitude of from 131,599 to 15,003 soulbaast of tiw
tovn of rum, .77 shen witavul werning tasy wers bownged by o/4 froxm an sititule
6 1opRiit, tmre wers 22 Fu 1x3 in the Zirst wave and 1> 2v 1v2 ia ihe escoad
wave. & dopeiisnt todk place during whica Lt xaérg shob dowa two ra AU and two

s by sod provebiy dostroyed anosta v o 105, snd Lt lau.r saot down wns . Ludy
Lo stoll end sn re 150 fared at esen otasr irew ¢ Road oa position. Lt Lollls
plang regeived uens nits aod e2nt dows im rlames, ihers were sev.ral aits on tie
Bt }.9\}-

Fom @2 iw 190 mad Ly ik 107 cnovuntsred at orun,34772) at 15,0000 at 1153 nours,

vy inten, Bec a4k sl 27l

Ge= 12 trucks obgerved on rogd southeast of <rums

He w8m3 5710 1o G/10 strotus aad oidBo-sizatue  eloud gover in layera frow 2,000 1o
24,3007, 1W/10 cover with breais st 24,003) visibility gonerally exeellsnt.

I.~ wgdn gude 1ot useda.

Je~ uround Uonirols uswsepsisiies [avs no warniag wiateso-sver i the approsen of tng

':‘Q/ )

BaBg (3718, § A PE YT S TTR IAiicu L
PAN N Habhndzalle @ L Hado Pe-soe
[e104 351 aful Lednslals Oy FIS
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39T7th Fir| 3gdn S-2 «pt on & Jround Support and Figater sweep sission 17 les U e
Sadn Lisgion (To. sS4 -

A« pna v Ho , Gdesion o, fel-¥ ~doston Jo Yor dayt ied == 17 Bec 1G4 ==
Ainzion wee Za/REIR/HEdn/£f/ srounu support fur unistdrive (W& Inf Div) and

Blendwsll {Bth vorps j locaied at Jt vith, & 3583 and an aruse rozge in Jth Corps

grea slong bumbline,.

B. 568t Fighter Gp, 397ta Pigater sudn -~ 18 &/C sdisp - Jo Aboris,

0, UP 1447 == urossed b/line on wey in sud TJ%1 11y — urossed i/line ou way out 1625 -
Dinadg 1705. R

U, fGnroe| of our planes damag d ual "40" (two enesy Fflax, one hit = tras)

Two deneged vat 'A% by enemy flai,

B, 8 x 2 x 9001b usi boubs = 1/10 ness, L/LD teile—- & x & x 3" 4. .erk I rocsets 1,/1000
second fixed bmse fuse, 19 boubo and tnree rockcle in 5t area. 2L rocksis relurncd.
Flanels contameted Susepstskes whion dirscied then to z conceatration of wenicled
at Schonbery, LI585, where elght vuowbé wer: drupped. there were ne diccet idits,

They more thsn dirscted to anotit r conceatratisn of veaiclss at wdlrl, aesulta

were ol sbserved. wnistdrive directud thes 1o neavy itrafsiic .n bue ropus sasy of
s

St Vith, pPBOBE, b Lodbd, follow :ligut strafod and damaged & ovaun 0l &y Lif's A
In mdditijon Lt Sotier gestroyed twd Lily L1 Jomesny 2 4%, % faaley 2 i, sad ot wlady

1 helf trigcc, Ia red fligat rajor wary dssiroyed iwo tanxs ond dasaged Jy dsawroged

3 WT denaad 20, Lt caailtoa destroyed 2 tames and 9 gy and daweged 12 0%, 1 uowis
deptroyed 2 tanys shy 2 . and daaseed o od. Lt oduteserson distioged [ owl aad degeged 2.
In lua Fligtt, Cspd orsase destroged 4 i and damsged 73 Lt eslastein destroyed & Al
In green Flight, Lt J .. dharp 1sstosged 2 porsoanel earrisrs wita guas and ong aruered
car. Lt Frisbie destroyes oug s aad daue.ed ane L.
F. 'y end light, vory inte.u, zco a4 for pac mils radifsis arsa of Li&rl.

- G. wmmx 311 roads szgt of ot Jitn wars crawdzd wita vshielss ou evury Lype.
He woar | 15/10 cloud cover sirsvaa type ~- hese 15,000' top uninown. vialnilily jouds
I, Bgdn code not used,

Js  wrouad sontrol good,.

Bxibdt  Lphal a A EL L A il [T
e il Fanad whiAnl
RIS sapduds TR e 30 L RNV TYe
JE IS ey saitadin g .
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327th Fir #gdn opt on a vround suppord, Uive Bowbing, and srmed secee Jiission -
. 18 Deo 44 ——3qdn sission so,515

Ae Jpns 3 Hos T, :losion .o, ¥21-3 —~ ission Ho. for day: G -- 18 sec 44 -
silssion wes o have been support for 28th Inf oiv{doperaft) , locgted st wiltz ,
P 7054, ihen our planes wsra itc have conducted an armed reccs in ¥rS=of 2dth Inf

front up to a line betw FAOTO and L4040, vesthsr sndserial combat diverted our planss
from the exscution of this mission,. 1

B, 368th Ftr up -- 397 th Fir sqdn -- M /0 Sisp -~ vae sbori{iadio and westher

difficuliiag)

e UPt 1148 == Crossed b/line on way in at 1500 -- Jettisoned bombs 1330 -~ firud
dockets 1520 == Grossed b/lins on way out 1345 ~- Dosd: % 1443,

De Thres afu damaged Cat “AG" Iw.s hit by fire from .. 109's;one nit by fire from £36.
e A/G,\fgsiroyed by 8K 102 in the area of F2040. wur plancs wers enggged in
asriel combat st this place, ihisplane was not sseen sfier the fight, and did not
return to base, ithe pilot wae Lt ¥mm Uonant.

Lt Potier destroyed two :i. 10%'s; smjor uwsary destroysd one .o 109; 4t Jlary
destroy:d one #u 109 and probably destroysd one «hl09 3 Lt seinstein dampged spe
=5 109, :

10 x 2 X 5001b wP bozbe =- Fuse: Ingt nose, 1780 tail. == 4 x 4 x 3% Au wark I
aockets 15/1000 sscond fixed base fuse == 18 bombs jeitidoned at Fe504U, 10

were jotiisoned srmsd snd 6 wnarmsd, it is not known whether the remzining two
bomhs {  those of Lt vonant) woars arméd or unsrmede Iwe bombs réturnod to base by
abort, Two rockets rdurnsd to base. Iwo rockote jettisonad at F2505.

Bscause of weath:r conditions ourdm plaenes flew to an ares north of the area
assigned by the mission, In the sres of F2040 they were bounced by v i 109's,
The &/4 wers at 12,000' and our plenes were at 10,J00', sésults are given above,
this atimck by B/A forced cur planes to jetitison boube.

nockets

Major leary dameged itwo nousss and two roeds with four rockeis at FIS853. ut
Hutcherson demegsd two white care w»ith four rockete nt F1835, Lt Baker dgmaged

a fsw buildings with two rockets at Fl83%,. Lt n P Sharp demegsd one house and
one truck with two rockets st F1833,

Strafing (all strafing at F1835;

“ajor lesry destroysd iwo iI and dammged Zseu four, Lt imtcherson destroyed oneid,
Lt Beker damaged one .Te L1 n i aharp destroyed thres Y and dmmaged one. -

Heavy weak inacec flak st Suszirchen.

2 trains were seen at F.828, Both were stationary. 1 was on firs. ‘thoy wore

in 2 H=s line., There were 20 care in sach train. They were not atiscked because
of the dogfight, 12 $7%s were sson going & at ¥ 2020, ‘he dogfight pravented our
planes from sttacking th me &t 1345 ons of our ilotssaw what he et First theo uat
was a buzzhomd at K9029, 7The objsect wan flying at 6000%, &t firat It flew frow
& to# then it flew from v to & end ihen fromk to b again. s thinge the ohjest
was a 183,

10/10 coverage stratus bass 12009! top unxnown vis excel.snt

Cdde not ussde
GiA Uround control good. iloporaft could act be contecte . «Brails was eap good.

wocketss Leary, Hutcherson, #sker, iw zharp
Bombss Potter, Honesny, Feuley, vlary, Jdlden, hucke, «einstein, iesvoy.
X uvonant, Beuer. (i 5)
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22Tt ¥a =2 meaort of agteandle, cocset, aud Ltrafias oissisn,  w.on . les a0 wlo

b oups rd o wiss o . N LT LAy e :
s:hasion was o have involved a rocket attase in fns »& L LbesBy and a straflag
atiecik on teniks in the srer i o 28001, waahhe Sditiene revested tnis wission,

-358 P 23T Fs & oefs digp 0o sboris ’

v = ¥p 1310, Uross B/% om wey in 1343, Lowa

i 3L

o bxlxS AL sk rocwevs Tuslizg «Jls see {ix pese fuse. 12 Pocists st tu bass.

Jar plenes tried to po ut widerronts the clawds .nicl bty Ca4® U9 & podat where
the clouds =nd ground m==t., snen ihey turned o 22d flew 0 = nele . of Liega.
inere they came sut over ths clouds, Jaraiic Youtheros ticw %9 5t b w0 the sren
in waich ipperaft is losated { iite, 79 i g wiarit gald tast ikers wars L85y
tenks end vehicles tmere, iEFe ¥ae & Lhi lete gversest in tiis place and owr
planes could sez natilg. 3

F = i1

= 4 P-47 wap seau aa tae LA 4% wwnli. ot ned erashed and wes Barniag,

~ Frox wogeraft to the areg . of ~hage tiese was s LJ/10 eoverage - alto stratus ~
tigling om tue decik - Lase dock To 4030 - top 433u!  vis bad - aigh cicrus at
13000 or i nsr,

= vode not usad

= drount coatrol ook, nal cuatrol systsas wers tur crawded onl tso busy.

<QCKEVES WFRUSS, Lial'ni.is irisble, A¥an galen.
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fi = coport of ard su.sori, .ive hogtae, @ D@0 .PeeS - 80ion ui. 0e S3Y7

s rd o wigs Lo Gile, 0 i age)  lo Lsu LA
<lesion was %o nave psea guprart for 2gt: .ai Liv, seperoiby aw - ilte ffusl,
ihen our planes wsre 1o havp conducted an arved Teecy petwer: . tgias front and
g line bstwsen F4UTY and LAHL, .iss turned aul g e Livesiaving of tgh oof Dt
6% P& 39715 hafe disg, m&m o -
Uplsl3, reacnsd dogerafi ares 1.4, roubed ot o, ot
dowm 1743,

-1 afc dam by flak, cat bu

- 4x2x500y «F bombs inat nose L85 teil. & balds iu w3 are . bazbks jeilt unarased
at FOl25, 2 boubs jeit unamrued a3 Fadpti,
vur plenes tried to contact .oporaft. soperaft 4id nst anewer, waraite then
eitegpted to vector our planss to taz hotspot at ouol, S.rhegs our planes
WET2 10.0L088 to aralte t. w4304 vEelorde .sezibiv. .t eny rate warsite
apved our planes around mad srouns witnoul bm i, #hit Lo ey Tuem Lo the hatspot,
< plenss finally bombada ot of oo Sun uf areuzau at 1239, ey
told the coniroller iast taey wore _oi v Lwas t.as towne 4 boubs were drogppad
en e town. slozs wers ssen,
w0 LT finge
iignt au intends wery; aceurste flasx at 7 PR
At 150 2 jet roy slancg ware seen cireling st 3Iifdx 17 or IHuou! between uharlore
end Uinant. thes wore flylsg st 4 1o 359 uph ar msra,
/10 2lus covergage stratus bass on dees oy dugnowa vip foirls good above
> 1o & a1 below, Ihere was an 0P8N 63008 5. G LUTBA
Sode not used,
sround control systems wars too crowdsd on cnamisle doperaft could not be
contacted, she zarmite sysiem wae oot 1o grode  ubie individusl coatrollsr was
effective, .nere wae jasuing on i chmanel,

Hombst Larbine, Jtersart, Agailton, wrught
o
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e v ioantaiy o s oto D £20ds ass KJ«.‘. Sn
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5974h 5 ge2 npt on o /B snd 4/h dission sadn sies, doe 309

, - Jpa rd sige Mo wdl-4 2k Do A4 ALiss for wsy 1

/% end A/ Rission %o salmedy, wi. Vith, #1liz; and <te aubert.

~ 368 ¥4, 397 Fa. 16 A/C dlep. no sborts.

- Up 8940, Cross B/L on way in and 1wl 1030, wross #/i on way out 1120.
Down 1207:
one of our &fu missing at #352676 due to sneqy flak.  £ilot, L wvans, was
seennta bail out snd land eafely in region of battle lime. 3 &/ dewaged,
cat &ﬂ.
Tomb load 6x3x500 2 boubs fuwe 1/18 nose 1/BJ tall, 6x2x500 @ boxbs 1/10
noss, 1/40 tail., 4zhx) in & kil rockeis, 50 bombs in tgt eres. 6
Yockets ret to dude.
war planes contacted hipsew and uweegstakes, but thure were no itgta. ingtand 5
directed them $o bomb troop eonconirations and venicles in and around itne town
of freineux, o bombas weres dropped tasedistely ¥ of towa, J immediately § of
town and 2 in end around town. igls were believed Lo be our own troops and
wira sttacked through controller error. nesulte weras not chserved, Il bombs
wers dropped st £13862 on o concentration of enesy troops and veniolag. e
tenk recieved & dirset hit. Yo other results vbserved.
Strsfing results: <aj Leary; I tank deet, & taaks dam, 4 /1 dest, 10 dan,
[t tutchersonj 1 tank dest, 2 tanks dame 4 Lewisy 1 tank dest, 1 tank dam,
2 W/T dest,; 5 w/iden. Lt Olary; 1 tenk desi, 1 dame It gonder{ and Lt SSH4E8K;
1 tank dest, 1 Armored car dest. Lte Jlden, Honesny, and white
weinstoing 4 tanks dest, 2 tenks dam; 1 #/i dest, 5 #/% duw. Lis serr, duni, and
Baueri 2 tenks desi, 1 irm'd far end 1 =f deot.
#lelcs Lt wesk inace in tgt ares.
12 onsuy tanks seen at Jdeigne #5585. & enemy lanke on road &% of tnis town,
5 enewmy tanke seen at Dochemps 84, 3J 4/t's aleso sesn in thia area.
weathors No clouds = LAV
Yods not uaed
urouné control’s direction caused soriocus error in tygts.

Bombe: lsary 5, dutcherson 2, lewis 2, ulary 3.
Bendsr 5, white 2, @aker 3, «ratrick 2.
viden 2, Konesay 5, welnstsin 3, ovans 2.
asocketss Xerr, thunt, Beuer, Horowitsz.

GuvdFaibbeud LAk
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297th Fa 8-2 npt of u/3 end /s sission  dqdn aission o 33J

4 - Ups urd wise o wolel 24 2ec 4% Giss for day 2
E /B and &/i mission in srea of #almedy, &b Vitn, wiltz, and ot fubert.
B« 368 F& 397Fs. 16 afc disp. 2 ehoris, it arledzels rzdio went out ewd
as he reached the tgt area (&1282), .t Hamilton acconpanisd nim hous,
G = Up 1405, 1uT 1444, isft tgt ares 1625, bpown 1631,
b e Nil
B o= 7x5x300 Gf's 1/10 nose 1/4U tail; 4x2x500 wids 1/10 nome /83 tail; bxbxs ig
4 ki rockets, Lagt Bmue and it Zandel attaczed and dest a tenx st H1ET
with rockets. Then fopdle directed our sqdn tw single tanks at #5886 and
25885 but the atiack on these tanks wae callsd oif bafore sur glenes reached thsm,
¥etrag reguested the sgde to verify tne pegence of wehicles at #5277, Sasn they
directed our planes to bomb achleiden {F1115, wnere all 31 bomhs were dropyped.
#8sults were exesllent. 4 pobable fusl dusp was hit, ss largs cloude of smoke
end flemo were observsd. ‘the w@arsinalling yard at Jchleiden was heavily bombed
resulting in ths destruction of the asjority of U %o 1JJ cars.  uis Barxer
and Ieavoy seored direct hits on toe fusl dumg. 0 strafing,
F - 4t wk inacc 44 at B481
Lt wx inscc &4 at H4B9
Hvy wk inace 44 at 4352
¥ ~ 4 Bel7 was psan bellied in st SIPUE e 4 single tank was seen next to s barat
tank at £5207. Camouflags in wanite patenes to resschle snow was noted on tenks.
4 recee car was seen at 259288 and 2 tanks at #5857,
- Glear except for ground hese and & little nigh cirrus, Vig fairly gosd except
inte sun,
- Gode not unsd. - :
= wround comtrol falr. oudle %'s tgts were old.  JInsiand 5's reci.ver was out..-
aipsew's transmission was garbled,

TR U R BNy T o o §2A TS KR A4

Bombss Garbine 3, Thornton 2, delliesen 3, halen 3,
Barker 3, Lsavoy 2, Frisbiec 3, wj snarp 2,
fotter 3, Xostrach 2, Faulsy 3, arignt 2,
hocketa: Daze, Arledge, damilton, Zandsil.
’ sbort abort

tonfidential




denfidential

59748 F3 s=2 0nb on D/8 and &/k siission sedn_sdsaion s 321

A= Ops Ord Jisa @0 & S1=k 25 see &b ddss Pov Day 1

% -L/B end :7" : misoion in area of <almedy, 4t Vith, «ilts, tinstogne, and ut duberte

B - 368 K3, 597 P5. 16 a/v disp. fio aborts,

G - Up 1012, TOT 1045, Left tgt area 1130, Down 1208,

D - cne of our a/c xiswi demiroyed at LINIFTL. 2ad b d. 4. shite was hit by flax
on hie bomh run end failed 4o pull up., iis plene wss sesa to crasp and &R~
slode. He did ant hail out.

5 a/c damaged by flax cat "4’ and one dassged by flasx with e

10 % 5 x 530 @P's 1/10 noss L/AJ tail, 2x2x500akts /10 noss 142 taily

bxlizS in as st rockstse 33 bombs din tgb ares, 1 jett safe. 1) roczets ret
io base.

dgsn oontootied sipsaw D wnich directed tnam to ssatiered vehicles on the road
vatwsen LIAD7 end 11425, 28 boubs wsre droppsd on talg road. 4 vshisles
vers demazed. Jther results were wad, 11 bousbhs wers drogupsd ab Lirgst
12152 where 2 tanks were dest.Omjt vase strafed and dest © sfi%s and & arworsd
cers, sud dasaged & offs. 4t Hamilton dest O #/T's and dewé D. ne rocdat
was fired at a tank by ot aorlasner bub po results were ohuarved, -

1t int very ace flak L1498, It int very acc flak e of i Jeb at 2d7d.
d¥y int sec flek st 62297,  dvy int fairly acc flax at w0691,

it unidentifisd neavy bomber explodsd in sideir and crashed at approximately
F3221, fwo flsres or possible i2ts were seen at L1389 2 while tanzs

~are ssen at L21790% and sbout 3U nt cars on loop to ibE north of this psint.
Jlepr excapt for scattersd high cirrass Jis vwory &oade

Jode not ueed )

Jround control patisfactory but wesx.

Zonbss Carbine 2, Kostrach 3, Frisble 5, wrhght 3,
damilton 3, white 5, Dame, 5, Jatriex 3,
Krause 5, arledpe 2, Helliesen 3, salen Be

iosketss sorlacher, Zonesuy, Ssker, Fauley.

Sonfidential
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CONrIDENTIAL . CONFIDESTIAL D fed

397¢h Ftr Sgdn §-2 Rpt on m Armed Reece, Dive fomting and Rocket Firing ¥ission

A=

B=
T
Je

Opns C Yoo ¢ Sqidn Bigs No, 323 == 27 Dec 44

¥isgion Hoe Viblwd Fission Hos Tfor day; OKY ~e 27 Deo 44
Arned Recoce in the ares of Yelmedy, St Vith, and Hilte - Dive Fombing and
Rocket Fireing,
527¢h Ftr Sqdn = 385th Ftr Grown = 16 A/C Disp == No Aborts,
UP: 1545 « Crossed b/line on way in at 1415 e Bombing and rooket firing 1440
Crossed bfline on way out &t 1500 « DOSN; 1610, _
? A/C damaged by flak or ground firee = 5 Cat "A" = 2 cat "aqr :
8 x 3 x 5001b 6° bembs 1/10 nose 1/40 tail == 1 x 2 x 8001b 67 bombs 1/10
2080 1/40 tail we 4 x 4 x B" AR Mark 1 Rookets 15/1000 second fixwd bass fuse
26 bombs in tgt arem == 2 rockets returned to b88s we 3 A/C used ns escort ==
26 bombs were dropped in the arsa of P8791s The road in that ares wes cut in
2 places. Two vehioles wars destroyed. L oross road was well hite Since the
primary objective of the mission was road cutting. The results of the bombing
oan be oharsctericed as very gooda Lt Leavoy destioyed one tenk wilth two
rockets at P 9088 Lt Potter destroyed one 0il tank with one rocket at P51088s
Strafing: ¥ajor Leary destroysd 3 ¥T and one senk and damaged 15 KT at PRO93
Lt Uterhart destroyed one T and demaged 1 MT at FO0S3, Lt Fud Fauley destroyed
2 MT and demaged Z ¥7 st POO8S, Lt Konesny desiroyed 1 ¥T and damsged 2 YT g%
PO40885, 1t's Bender, and Hutehersérn destroyed 2 MT at P84091S, They destroyed
2 MT end damaged 4 at FSO087S. They destroyed one half traok at PY0S8:
Hogan end Sharp destroyed 4 HT ang dapaged 4 at P 930880, YH#¥Y Lt Hogen
demaged 1 MT at PB74920, Lt's Fogan and Sharp destroyed $2MT and damaged 1 at
PBT74920, Lt 0lden destroyed 10 vehicles at P 952889, Lt Hogan destroyed 2
wshicles at P 874920, Lt Kalen destroyed 7 vehicles at POOR2B89, Lt Faker
dostroyed ¢ vehicles at PY52889, Lt Patriok destroyed 7 vshicles P 952889,
Hvy inten very acc AR at St Vith, Light inten acc Ak at St Vithe
Light wesk acc &L at POOSS,
Muoh road astivity wes ssen northeast and east of St Vith, Red smoke WHS seen
on the ground at K870048, 20 vehicles wsrae seen bumper to bumper at PE0BBS,
The naturs #f the terrain wes such that an attrok on these vehisleg was impoge
sables
GAVU
Sqgdn code not used,
No ground controly

BOMBS THREE EACH: LEARY . UTEREART HWLLIESEN CLARY

EENDER HUTCRERSON HOGAN R D SHAR?

ESCORT1 OLDER BAKER PATRICE
BOMBS TWO3s . EALEN
- ROCKETS POTIER KCRESHY FAULEY LEAVOY
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397¢h Ftr Sgdn 3=2 rpt on a Armed Recce and Dive Bombing ilission == 29 Dec 4 ww
- Sadn siission Ho. 324 )

Jdpns O Xo. s W51l=5 == Mimsion Ho Ffor days ONE == 29 Dec 4l =
Armed Recce « Jaarbrucken, Xaiserslautern, Lauterecken, Cberstein, and Nomnweilsr,
Dive Zombing of a marshelling yard at Lebach, L-405912,
568th Fr Gp == 357th Fir Sqdn -- 12 A/C Disp == o gborts,
UPs 0932 ~= Crossed b/line on way in,t 1025 == TOT: 1115 ~- Crossed bsling on way out
at 1125 -= DOWNs 1200, .
Hil, )
8 x 2 x 5001b GP bombs., Fuses Inst nose, 1/40 tail ~- 4 x 4 x 5% Ak sark I kookeis.
Fuses 15/1000 second fixsd bsse fues == 16 bombs in tgt sreg == 16 rociets returned
to base. :
wir Sqdn kb Saxbingxx bombed o tgt of its own choosing. The tgt was the wmarshalling yard
at leback, L=405912. all the bombs were dropped in the narshalling yard. There wers
several hits in the middle of the yard. o firee were ssen, About forty freight cars
were Seen in the yard. ic engines were seen.
fo strafing, :

F, Light, (20 mm), inten, not very ace flak at the tgt. mkuk
About five bursts of hvy, very acc flak z little northwesf of the tgt.

G, Ho Recce observations, Glouds pravented cbgervations.

He 7Thers was an undercast with very few breakse- low stratus cloude-- base uAkNOWD ==
¥op 4,000 — vimidility very good.

I, Sgqdn code not used.

Jo Ground control by iiipsaw was very good.

BOMBS CARBILE KO3T 50 TAHDL il JGHT
BARKER CL&Y FRIAZE n D BHARS
ROCRETSr XRAUSZ THERN TR HE LLIBSES RAIBH
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wpis U A0 s Wilef e= silsalon Ho for day: Ieu = .ec 23, 1943 ~w

irmezd necce == Nonnwaller, Jbarstein, slumern, witllien, and Jrior. == Jive Dombing

and nocket Hiring.

383t Pty Jp == 397th Pir sgdn —- 10 4/C Lisp =~ do Aboris.

U3; 1417 =e urosesd byline on way iaat 1500 — T0T: (for bombs and rockete) 150 =

Lrossed b/1line on way oub ab 160-- Duwii 1652

iwe 4/U damagsd by flak one Cat A" mnd one Cat TAUR.

$ 6 % 2 x 500lb 4P Bp:bs = Fuss: 1/10 noss, 1/40 tail -w 4 x & x 5" & .ark 1

Rookets = Yuses 15/1000 second fixed bass fustie=w 12 boube snd 12 rockets in tgt

ireae == 2 rockeis [etiisonsd in area of Jf57Je == iwo rociéia returned to base.

Qur plsnes bombed in the area of S7971 wiout 12 miles southwesi of at v¥ith. ihs gt

conpisted of four buildings and many cylindriocal objecie which may nave gernaps been
el tanxp,,The tgt wap weil hit the rasulis wera fairly ggod. 311 the boubs

%oﬁﬁggﬁiﬁtéﬁgig@%ﬁg? gg&fﬁréiﬂig%eﬁnﬁaﬁsim boubing &ai}t&ua:zs soorsd direct nite/

Ihe rockets were Pired st thesams placa. ot autecserson demaged one sii with hle rocksts,

and Hajor Leary damaged one .3 with nise

atrafings (4t seme place as bombing; wajor leery destroged two of and damsged 4.

Lt Lewis destroyed 1 tenk and 2 al. Lt Uterngri destroyed 2 «%. Lt dutensroon

destroyed 1 dT mand damasged 2. »iiz Horowitz and Jagt veme strafed whai seemed to be

suppliss covered with cordwood. rire was seon. ings alsc strafed one of several

piles covered with brusi in a woods theps piles wsy Jdave been tenks. sesulis were

not observad.

uight, inten, fairly nce flak at &708p. & bursts of nvy acc flaic at 35058,

duch 33 Tire throughout gy srea, .ight mod rateer zcc flek at P685625, 20 emplacspents

of light zuns at #5456035.

Light vehicular mnd taank activelty on roade in vicinity of tzt. At least 80 red cross

veaicles were seen st sssolborn, £T458. In the arei of PTONSHS three towns were seen

in which wers obaerved horsss and wagons end peopls in civilian clothing. inure

wers sbout % wagons in osch town. (ne of sur glanes wes nit by what ssemod io Re 50

val Agmo, £38's were sighted bui they did not fire at this plans..at 1545 a box

of B26's was seen sbout 1y piles east uf tne tgt erea. ihay were firing at iwo

two #47's not in our wgdn, &b thed time our plenes wers flying st 12,000, The B28's

- were flying =t 15,0007 and the P 47's at whies they were Firing were flying at 11,000%,

QAVU in tgt area.
83dn code not used.
grouad control by nipsaw was satisfactory.

Bld®d POTTEs LT dgadn

DAE HXde Ta A T Bhaniuk

nOBKETS Lbaxl AJI0 BnSun et Lo Glanohatd
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Opng O Ho, s W3le# -- issiun (o, for dayi ufh e 30 Dac 44 —

i{ission was to have been an armed recce in ths arsae ofidenaw, =inzig, BSsrgen, and
vochmmy in addition, our pilots ware to have looked over &ndernsch, %eather conditions
provenied the execution of this #ission, end our planes worked in theTrier srea,

368tn Pir ¢p, 397th Fir 3ydn -~ 10 4/C bisp — o sborts. ’

U 0950 -~ Crossed b/line on way &n at 1OBO -- 0T {pombs )¢ 1100 == TUT {nocketes J;
1107 to 1115 -~ Crossed b/line on way out at 1126 -~ Bowisl2lo,

6 x 2 x 5001b GP bombs - 1/10 nose 1/50 1ail =eee 5 x 4 x 5° AR Mark I rockets =
15/1000 second fixed bgpse fuse., 12 ¥ombs in tzt area. 1 4/C used as escort. l¥ roczets
fired, .

¥sather conditions prevenied the exccution of the assigned armsd re cce. Cur planes
worked the Trier area. siipsaw reported 40 plus tanks northesst of Irier, wa being
asked for coe~ordinates, ne was at first unable to glve them later ne gave co-ordinates
which placed the tgnko in Yrier. Gur plauss wsre uneble to attack them begause of
Tlek ond because of an overésst over the town. 12 boubs were dropped st L2B7375
slightly aorthwest of Schweich. Ths tgl consisied of 20 stationary flet cars and box
care and round housss end wars houses cutside of a small <asrshalling yard., Ho éngine
wag soen., The train was well hit. Two round houses alsc were well hit. The track

was cul and at lsest two box cars were destroyed. In addition two were houses wers
hit, All our pilots did well in the bombing. Li's Herr end dunt espscidly distinguish-
6d themselves, Lt Herr cut ths track and destrayed two box cars, Lt HBunt hit two

WErC houses,

Rockets: uapt Uams destroyed one vehicls and demaged two vehicles at L302382
slightly northeast of Schwsich. Li Lewis deatroyed three box ears at L287375, slightly
northwest of h‘chwich(tha bombing tgt area )Lt Patrick degtiroyed 1 of 15 railroad cars
at L2331 slightly northeast of Trier. o engine was seen, 1hese cars, which were
stetionary, consisted of bhox cars and brehaps a few coml carse Lt Patrick destroyed
1 of 15 railtosd ears ar L3242 slight west of sotzerath.

Strafingy Lit's Olden snd Xostrack raked a train of aboat 20 flat cars, three of which
were filled, in ihe srsa of L287375 alightly northwest of Schweich, This was the
bombing tgt ares. This tgt was on the aothsr side of an everpsss from thetgt which
our planes bambed. Lt Olden destroyed one truck at L318400 and one truck at L328397.
Uapt Dams and Lt Horowitz destroyed a coal wagon at Bekond, L32839G. They deatroyed
#T and killed two men at L3155 they destroyed an automobile an ax largs truck at
E271346. The auto was going ssst, They destroyed an engine at L270346 at Kenn, For
cars wer¢ attached to the engine, angd the train was stationary. They sszsxadxtxax
xxkgenxx destroyzd two vehicles at 4502382 elightly northeast of Schweich. Thege
wore the two wehiclea which Cspt Lame damaged with ais rockete

20 and 40um M3, inten and not very ace, at L291368. fivy mdd fairly acc flek at L1056,
Hvy inten ace flak at Trier.

#Much smoke in two or thres columms was secn about thirty wmiles sast of ths tgt area.
it was probably coming from Ffactoriss. & tank guarding the approach to a bridge was
soen st L312341. A hvy gun position was sesn at L 219257.

#ea tgt area and north of tgt areai 10/10 cloud coverage strato-cumulus clouds base
7000 top unknown vigibility excellent. iInitermittent patcohes of ground fog,

3qdn code not use¢d, .

Ground control not much used but controller ready to help ot all times,

BO4BSs  OLDEs KOsiaalk wE ING i% IN ulbaHART

KERn BUNT

ROCKET31DAE lEwIs PATWICK
E30UuTs HUROw ITa
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397th Ftr Sgdn S-2 Rpt ona Armed Recce, Dive Bombing, and Rocket Firing sission -
Sadn Mission Ho, 327 —— 30 Dec 44

Fe
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Jeo

Cpna O No, _ s W5leH5 = plimsion Ho for dgy TWO —- 30 Dec 44

Assigned miesion was an ermed reece in the area of Adensu, Sinzig, Burgsn, and
Cochem, indsrneoh, which waes not on any leg of the resece, was to bs looked over,

Dive bombing =nd rocket firing,

368%h Fir Gp - 597th Fir Sqfn ~— 12 4/C Disp - Ho aborts .

UPt 1550 - BFGERBBXHXIARESBa WEZ iHX&E TOTs enter tgt area at 1355 and left at 1525,
DOuNs 1611,

Nile

8 x 2 x 5001b Gp Bombs 1/10 nose 1/40 tail ——— 4 x 4 x 5% AR Mark I rockets. 15/1000
fixed bass fuse, 16 bombe in tgl Area —- 5 rockeis returnsd tv base —

At the request of Blue Jaeket our planss bombed a woods on the south aiﬁ/giltz.

Blue Jacket reported an ensmy concentratimnin theee woods, Lt f D Sharp destroyed 2
buildings on the southern edge of the woods. )

Rodketst major Carbine sitsrted two fires in Nocher, P738512.

Stamfings Capt Kraunee's flight strefed in the asres of wiliz in & woods slightly west
of the town., No results obserwved,

411 othsr strafing was done in Noéher, F738512, or in the vicinity. CUapt Xrause's
flight strafed the main streeti and building area., 4 building on the eastern edse of
town wes set on fire, (Lt Bender's fligat partioipated wiih Uap Krauese's in the sirafing
in Nocher and the Wiltz area.) Lt Bsnder destroyed two buildings. #ajor Garbine's -
flight strafed the town and destroyed one tank and damaged one. Lt it D Sharp scored
£ood hita on a building. Lt Wright damaged two MT. In addition ne destroyed two

of five othar vehicles which he eaw, he thinks the one >Ff the destroyed vehicles was
an oll tank., but no sxplesion ot fire was seen,

Hvy mod not very acc flak st PF772516. Light inten rather aéc flak at Pj72516,

15 stationdry wehicles were geen in Wiltz. Blue Jacket was informed eboui them, &
convoy of 15 td 18 vohicles was ssen méving southwest intbe srea of G655,

10/10 cloud coverage stratus end strato cumulus olouds base 4500" top 10 to 11800!
vigibility very ggez good, .

Sqdn code not used

Ground control was effeetive but the air seemd tc be excesgsively covered.

BOKBS s ERAUSE ARIEDGE - T HELLIEEBEH KalBW

BENDER W IGHT BAKuR h D SHAwP

ROGKLTS s UARBINE HUCKE HAMILTON KONESNY
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37Tt Fir Hgdn =2 npt o 8 Armed Keces and Dive bombing Mission -~ ugdn sission Ho 328 ee

31 Doc 44

&e

WUPNB U N0, » #olelt we gission 3. For day ik w= 31 Uoc 44 aw

wission was to have been grmed recos in he ares of Irier, Prun, and sittelch.

358th Ftr Group -- 597in Fir sgdn == 12 3/ Jiap =-iic sborts,

0t 1286 e~ Uro ssed b/line on way in at 1325 == TU%: 1540 =« Grossed hline on

way out ab 1400 e- Sowl: 1526,

RIZS ®  Two of our i/y demeged == one vat A" one Gat “au’,

12 % 2 x %001b Op hombs —= 1410 nose 1/40 tail. == 24 bozha in tgt areg =-

Sqdh contacted dipsaw end wae relayed to alpsaw three who directed them to town of
Bleialf, at Fe9682, 15 bombs were dropped on road out of northern side of town. noad
wag cul in one place snd two small buildings were destroysd. Jthere reaulis .0, 3
boabe were dropped on an underpess st 2795825,southwest of Bleialf. shen tne sgdn
strafed convoys on the roads norih southwest and soulheast of town of Bleialf,

dajor Leary destroyed B 4T and demaged 15 and damaged 5 light srtill gune, ot
Hutchsrson destroyed 4 #1, ons tank, snd one ataff car and dapagzed D mie. ot delliesen
destroyed 2 #7 snd damsgsd le Lt udubcnzroon slso Zamaged two ligat guns. ob's sonder
and Hucke destroyed 6 nT and 1 light artill gune 4t Baler degtroyed ons gascline
sarrying nali iraocke Lt n & uharp destroyed one %, it's Forter and origni destroyed
> HT and dameged 2.

Light arme Pire in tgt arsa.

dvy road traffic heeded southwest from Aleigl? congisting of prime movers towing
lignt gums, one tenk snd ermered haly tracks {about 30 811 togetasr} smell groups of
adtor vehicles in the town and surrounding area.

sea; /10 total cover in scattered layers of streto-comzius bess 330 top 9,000¢,
vimibility varible averuging two milag,

Ygdn code not used,

ripeaw three superior,

BUnBoi  Ladil 136 dh i il Mises s JiaiuiaaT

SEbunk 33 P BhrLa BOLIRL
ATl i JUHT B PRI FRET 5 ¥




"ONFIDENTIAL DBult

OCMBAT REPQRT #*** 15T LIEUTENANT HENRY B. HAMIUTON *#*» ASN OwB805617

Type of Action 1 Combat

Date : 8 Dec 1944 *

Unit : 397th Fighter Squadron, 568th Fighter Group.

Time of Attack ¢ 1220 to 1245

Place of Attack s 10 miles west of Cologne.

Wegther 3 Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverage; visibility unlimited.
:

Type of Target About 30 to 40 ME 109's gnd F 190's.

Glaime ¢ one ME 109 destroyed, one & 109 damsged, end one FW 190 damaged,
Account of Combat
I, 1st Lt Henry B. Hemilton, ASN 0-805617, was Plying Tropic Blue Three on a 584
Rader Controlled Blind Bombing end Fighter Sweep Mission in the srea of Zulpich,
Cologne, end Bonn on 8 Dec 4%, We took off at 1130 and bombed the assigned target, the
town of Zulpich(F231332), without incident. We were flying norjhwest toward Cologne
when Marmite called in bogiesflying west from Cologne, There was a 10/10 overcast in the

ares, except for a large hole just west of Cologne. As we approached the hole, Tropic
Red lsader called in bogies onthe deck heading west and dove after them. Yellow and
Blue Flights staysd up at 10,000'. Red Leador chased the bogies almost to Duren before
he could identify them. When he did, he stated thet there were 30 plus ME 109's and that
all had turned back and were heading east. Yellow and Blue Flights circled just west of
€ologne;as the ME 109's eppesred below us through the breek in the clouds, Yellow
FPlight went down, then we followsd. The base of the clouds was 1,500, and as we cams out
under it, I saw three ME 109's heading east. We did a fast 180 degres turn. Two of the
ME 109'e hit the overcast, but the third one raced for the edge of the overcast sasnd
chandelled to the right. Four Thunderbolts chased after him. I started to follow, but
from the sttitude of the ME 109 I figured that he would come through the overcast agsin,
80 I waited below, I hesrd lst Lt William C. Ulden, ASH O-7363516, shout that he hed
shot it down. The ME 109 came spinning down out of the overcast trailing dirty black
smoke, It hit the ground but did not blow up. I started to climb upeast of the overcast.
I had reached 5,000' when I sew fifteen ME 109's on my level. I had & battle with five .-
or six of them and fired on two or three, I scored no hits on any of them. My wing man
loat eight of me at thet point. The ME 109's hit the overcast, and I made no attemptto .
follow, I climbed up alone making 560 degree turna, At 8,000 I saw en ME 109 just
aheed of me and slightly below my level, split S and head west. Two P 47's were following
. him. I believed that I could get to the ME 109 first, 8o I peeled off after him, I
started firing from a range of 250 yards and closed, I observed hits on the wingroots
of his plane, I held my fire momentarily ond he ducked into & cloude I abandoned the
chase and climbed wup. .
48 I reached 10,000', I engaged in a Lufbury with en ¥E 109, I made two furns
with him, when a P 47 cems diving down. The ME 109 split S'd end headed sast. I made
a turn to the left and wee imwediately in a Lufbury with another ME 109, After one turn,
en FW 190 came in from the east and from sbove. I split S'd all the way through the
overcast and pulled out at the base of it et about 1,500', I levelsd off and discovered
that I was in a large gaggle of ME 109'e. I had superior spedd; so I fired a few shots
and went back into the overcast heading east, I made a 180 degree turn and flew for
fifteen seconds before I let down again. As I brokes ocut, I saw a lone ME 109 at three
o'clock to me heading east. I made a quick 180 degree turn. The E/A eased into the
overcast without changing course. I could barely see him, so I eased upto hium, flying
a close formation on hie right. de didn't see me at first, as he continued on course.
I was afraid to drop behind him to shoot for fear of losing him, so I stuck. When we
came to the edge of the overcast, hs saw we and made a violent turn into me. I dropped
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CQI'T OF ¥ CQMBAT HEP(RT ** 1st Lt HENRY B. HAMILTON ** ASN 0-805617 &% 8 Dec 44 wx

downd , and he started to climb, heading wasty I gave chase, pulling seventy-five
inches in order to close. He twisted and turned g bit,then flew straight and level,
climbing at a shallow angle. I took two short bursts and ons long burat at him, I
thought I was missing him, so I stopped firing to correct lead. I fired a burset, and
suddenly he became clouded in black smoke. A couple of pieces flew off his plane and
it burst into fleme., I pulled up, and he spun out of control down into the ocvercast,

¥y wingmean joined me and we climbed to 10,000%, I was still just west of Cologne,
80 I sterted to head west., I had been on course for thirty seconds to = minute, when
I saw an FW 190 followed by a P 47 diving at we from 9 o'clock, He passed over me,
going down, so I rolled into a ninety degree right turn and fired. I saw hits on the
Fi 190 gnd pieces fly off. Howsver they mey have been hits by the other P 47 which
was on its tail, I did not follow it but set course for home,

O the ME 109's I asw,none had German merkings, but there were dull red and black
siripee around the fugedage mear the tail, I estimste the stripes to ba fromeighteen
to twenty-one inches wide.

I claim one ME 109 destroyed, one ME 109 demaged, and one FW 190 damaged,

HENRY B. HAMILTON ’
lat Lt, Air Corps,:
Pilot, 397th Fir Sqdn,

l, Combat P£ilm axistie,
Combat film was forwarded to Hg IX TAC on 9 Dec 44,

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL De3wh

SUPPRRTING STATEMENT OF 24D LIEUTENANT FREIERICK C. STOLL JR. »%**x ASN 0-815417 FOR
COMBAT REPCHT OF 13T LEUIENANT HENRY B, HAMILTON, ASN 0-805817

Gs Type of Target

4bout 30 tok0 ¥ME 109's and 7 190's
He Qlaims

Gonfirming the claim of lst Lt Henry B, Hamilton, ASN 0-805617,
to one ¥E 109 damaged. (Lt Hamilton also destroyed one ME 109 and
damaged one FW.190) -
I. Account of Combat : -

I, 2nd kt Frederick O, Stoll Jr, ASN 0-815417, was flying Tropic Blue three on
8 Dec 44 on e 584 Redar Controlled Blind Bombing Mission. The target was the town of
Zulpich (F231332), after dropping our bombs on the sssigned target, we bounced 30 plus ;
HE 109's and FW 190's west of Gologne. I was separated from my £light and had dogfights 3
with two ME 109's without any results, I lost them in the overcest an@ climbed up to E
about 6,000'., There I saw en ME 109 coming towards me and slightly below, Lt Hamilton
wes flying ebove me and off to my left et thattime and had not seen ms. I bounced the
ME 109 and wes just about to fire ‘when I saw Lt Hamilton gplit S and cut between
mysslf and the ME 109. He fired a burst, and I observed hits on the wingroots of the
¥2 109, I dropped down and broke to the right to give Lt Hamilton room to attmek. I
loat sight of them as they entered the overcast. .
1 support Lt Hamilton's statement as to’the damage inflicted on this ¥ 109,

4. Type of 4Action : Cogbat
Bs Date : 8 Dec 44 3
3 J¢ Unit ¢ 397th Pighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group -
D, Time of Attack : 1225 3
d Be Place of Attack 3 }0 miles wsat of Cologne _
F. Wezther 3 Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverege; visibility excellsnt
t
&

,é&or ot & sz-" VI
FRELIER ICK C. STOLL,JR.
Pilot, 397 Ftr Sqdn,

2nd Lt, Air Corps.

1, Combat film exists.
2, Cowbat film was forwarded to Hy IX TAC on 9 Pec 44.
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SUPPRTING STATEMENT OF 2ND LISUIENANT CHARIES B. PATRICK, ASN 0-770383, HR
COMBAT REPQRT OF 1ST LIEUIENANT HENRY B. HAMILTON, ASN 0=805617

Combat

8 Dec 44

597th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group.

1235 :

10 miles west of Cologne.

Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverage; visibility excellent,
About 30 to 40 ME 109's end FW 190%a,

Confirming the claim of lst Lt Henry B. Hamilton, ASN 0805617,
to one ME 109 destroyed, (Lt Hemilton also demaged one Mg 109
and damaged one F¥ 190.)

Type of Action
Date

Unit

Time of Attack
Place of Attack
Weather

Type of Target
Cdaims

 en W se 4 @8 we we

Account of Combat 3
I, 2nd Lt Charles B, Patrick, ASN 0=770383, was flying Tropic Blue Four om a

584 Rader COontolled Blind Bombing HMission on 8 Dec 44, The target wes the town of
Zulpich(F231332), to be Ffollowed by a fighter sweep in the Zulpich, Cologne, and
Bonn area. I was wingman to lst Lt Henry B, Hamilton, ASN 0-2805617, who was flying
Tropic Blue three, We took off at 1130 hours and dropped our bombs on Zu}pich by
Redar Control, After the bombing our squadron hegded northeest toward Cologne,
Red Leader spotted bogies below ua and to the west,, and he end his wingmen went down
to investigate. My flight atayed at 10,000' and made en orbit, Red Leader then called
in telling us that they were thirty plus M 109's and they werse heading east under
the overcast. As the ME 109's appeardd in the bresks in the clouds, my £light went
down on them, We chased en }E 109 which made 5 steep chandellpto the right up through
the overcest. At this point, Lt Hamilton snd myself broke off, went down below the
overcast, and waited for the ME 109 to break out below the clouds which were at
1,500' The ME 109 did break outybut it was in a spin, lst Lt William C Olden, ASN
0-736316, shouted that he hed chot it down. I Was unsble to dee the plane hit the ground.
Lt Hamilton end I started climbing heading east. When we reached sbout 5,000, we
sew about fifteen ME 109'a, We immedistely joined in battle with them. I took one
ninety degree burat at an ME 109, then pulled up in a turn and spun out of it, At
this point I lost Lt Hamilton. After recovering from the spin, I gave chsse to en .
ME 109 which was headed east and was folbwed by two P 47'se As I could not gain on them,
I mede a 180 degree turn and began climbing.Upon reeching 6,000f, I leveled out and
began searching for Lt Hamilton, After about two minutes, I saw an ME 109 bresk out
of the overcast followed by a P 47. I immediately dived down to give the P 47 cover.
During my dive, I obssrved the P 47 getting strikes on the ME 109 which began
to smoite and then burst into flames, I saw iwo piecea fly from it. The »E 109
spun down into the ovsrcast before I joined the P 47{which turned out to bs Lt
Hamilton). After I had rejoined Lt Hemilton, we made a 180 degree turn aznd hesded

weat toward our base, .
o A.{_—’ /" 3 - .
(Zinis S A

CHARIES B, PATRICK,
2nd Lt, Air Gorps,
Pilot, 597th Ftr Sgdn.

1, Combet film exists.
2. Combat fidm was forwardad to Hq IX T4C on § Dec 44,
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ifpe of mction woabat

Sste 4 Imcenber 1744

unit 227tn Fighter Lpuadron, Ria ighier —rouwy

Time of sitsck 1259

Hace of Atiscx Absut ven ailes w8zt of vologns

wenther siratus oviouds at 1,230'; of LG coversge; visibilaity unliaited

fype of targst sbout 33 te 40 s LOV's and B4 L8's

Llains . 1 ne 1luw deglroyeed and 1 kv 150 dansgoa - 2ilod bailed oub
of desiroyed il 1u2,

Acvount of Actiont

I, lst LA Ldusrd «. Dame, ady O~T4)Lls, was lsading :rople olus #light on &
584 hadar sontrollsd 2lind Hombing and Fignter shweey wission on U uecsaber lvda,
ine bosbing tergel was sulpich, &bl (23102, Alter the pombing had hesa Sussleted,
we flsw on # Tihter swesp in tie area 5§ _ulpich, wolo.ns, and sonn. »8 »@ 38t out an
the sweay, the sontroller infurasd osic iwader taat tuers werc bogiss ts tne
north of our foraations ot almsst tns suse oasnt, .ropic wesder syoiled & gagxle on
tae doex end starbed after tass, o ne got witiia range, he called then it as «i 1096,
while iTople weader mave o Bhe attzex, “lug Flight steyed ahove aw overcast and
aatod as top oover, . Fliat was below the overcast and caall ast b lesied al
oncoe of <loes, leader 2f wilow Llignt, startec g.wp o altasi s Lo ané 1
want duwn Lo .2¥% CGL3Ser Cavare 4 -4 Wb .ldex gptlang.3triges ail ovar the af e
wlue (lint t®s moe & strey ollding lara is tus letl to cut off an s 109 on the
bail of s ¢ 47 406 ofa turasi Libe e ond fired ssc oowodn o daws of edout 10
dozrees snd & L oan al la 01 45 Qogrees. uns s oseared A nit on oayr lefi wing. 4
thon pualled wpy nt2 en saslian and dove ou Lae sews L/4. 1 firsc esversl saort
hurgie, but misssd. s2isy 8 few wore wansuvers, i usnaged to Tirs a gowd nurst on
a6 /4 from shout k. tards, 1 sow strikes on tue wing rootn, enging, angd cuclkpit,
Jieses Tlew 5F5, WHMICEIAN INECKISPIKQPOURED: out dndthe:piluesbufst inTofAmes. ns
ofi went into a8 long zlide, mad itne 2ilat bailed at at shout ad's ile /s Tolled
sver gnd weat in. .he pilot's gerscaule opinwd, hub tae Jerry <id wot move after
nitting ne ground. sloser inspscilon cuaii 1.t o manx fecause of tie  resgence

“»i iatonsz light flame at thiis plao..

i Inedistely culled ap froa taie ottacs, ant o sew an Pa 190 osalny In from
stout l:od olelocice I pulled in hardex, coupu-ted a loop, and ended u, oul of range;
but sn tie tall of toe /4. 4Ftsr s Anu adnvie sieas L uwne 24 to clast and get in
a ten round hurstjust as tne /s satored a cloud, .nuwa Ll ./« cape ol on tae other
gide, 1%t was smosing = great.deml, and : asn sousthlng white cous out of the plane,
ihe /4 rolled over agein and dove intu a aloud, and I gies w3 i chase.,

i olaim one L& 10 dzetroyed and one &+ 133 dnaged.

e saie b Mo laeii oy
ol Lty oir corgs,
£ilot, S/7tL Ftr lgdne

1. Jomkatr Fila exisnta.
2, vombat £ilm was forwardel to .oadquarisrs 1n i4U on @ wecenbar 17k,




' CONFIDENTIAL DeBedt
SUFPRIING STATEMENT OF 2ND LIEUTENANT ROBERT D, SHARP, ASN O~770438, F(R
CCOMBAT REP(RT OF 18T LIEUIENANT EDWARD W. DAME, ASN O0-7453512 swxsssessmtx

Type of Action ¢ OCombat
Date t 8 Dec 44
Thit t 397th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group
Time of Attack : 1230
Place of Attack 3+ About ten miles west of Cologne
Weather Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverage; visibility unlimited,
Type of Target About 30 to 4GME 109's and FW 190's
Clains t Confimming the claim of let Lt Edward W, Dame, ASN 0=-745512, to
one ME 109 destroyed., ( Pilot of destroyed M 109 bailed out)
. ( Lt Dame also damsged an FW 190)
Account of Combat
I, 2nd Lt Robert D. Sharp, ASN 0-770438, wae flying Tropic Red Four on a 584 Radar
Controlled Blind Bombing and Fighter Sweep Mission on 8 Dec 44, The bombing target was
Zulpich,at F251352, After we hed dropped our bombs,we set out vn = fighter sweep in the
area of Zulpich, Cologne,and Boan. As we began the sweep, the controller called and told
Tropic leader that there were bogies north of our formstion. We atarted north, and st that
uomemt Tropic Leader sighted some bogies on the deck. Tropic lesder end hie wing man
gave chase under the overcaet., snd Tropic red three and I stayed sbove the overcast.
After a few minutes we spotted some E/A, and in the fight which followed I lost Tropic red
three, Immediately after the fight, while I was alone, I spotted a P 47 on the tail of
a M 109. I joined the P 47, and I found it to be the plane of let Lt Edward ¥W. Deme,
ASN O-745312, leader of Tropic blue flight, As Lt Dame opened fire on the E/A, I saw
strikes about the cocikpit, wing roots,and engine, White and black smoke poursed out of the
E/A, and fire burst out on the sides. The E/A went into a long glide; and at an altitude
of about 500' a 'chute blossomed out, snd the E/A rolled over and went in. Lt Dame
pulled up into the heavy overcast because of the intense light flak at that point, and I
lost him.
I saw Lt Dams dsstroy one ¥E 109,

ROBERT D. SHARP
2nd Lt, Air Corps

Pilot, 397th Ftr Sqdn

l, Combat film exists.
2, OCombat film was forwarded to Hq IX TAC on 9 Dec 4.
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COMBAT REPQRT ****FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM C! OLDEN *t%* ASN 0-736316 wxs»

A. Typs of Action : Combat
B, Dats i 8 Dec 44
C., Unit ) 3+ 397th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Gp.
D, Tims of Attack : 1221
s
s
:

E. Place of Attack About eight miles west of Cologns

F. TWeather Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverage; visibility unlimited.
Ge Type of Target Two ME 109's
Hs Claims t One ME 109 destroyed

I. Account of @ombat : .

I, lst Lt William G, Olden, ASN O0-736316, was flying as leader of Tropic Yellow
flight on Mission Y21-3 on 8 Dec 44, The mission was a 584 Radsr Controlled Blind
Bombing Missione The target was Zulpich, at F 231332. We were vectored to ocur target
by Marmite at approximately 1210, After our bombs had been dropped, we set out on =a
fighter sweep in the area of Zulpich, Cologne, and Bonn. We flew at an altitude of 9,000!
and on e heading of 49 degrees, After we had been on course for ghout five minutes, Tropie
Leader saw soms bogies heading west at an altitude of approximately 2,000!, Tropie
Leader thon dropped down to an altitude oa approximstely 1,500' in order to meke an ;
identification, I deacended to an altitude of 7,000' and lost sight of Tropic Lsadep 4
after he dropped below the clouds. The clouds which were of Stratus type, covered 8/10 z
of the ground gt thet point and extended from 1,500% to 5,000', Tropic Leader identified
the bogies as E/A(ME 109 and FW 190) at approximastely 1215, Tropic Leader fleéw in pursuit
of the E/A dén a northwesterly direction, end I followed him, Tropic Leader then called
and said that the bandits were heading back emst, and I changed from a westerly course
to an easterly course. At ths mame time,I climbed for altitude as I was then ebout 5,000!,
About ten miles directly west of Cologne, there was a break in the clouds which extended
eastward, and I decided to aweit the appesrence of the bandits above the break. After
I had rsached an altitude of 7,000' at a point approximately eight miles west of Cologne,
two M5 109's emerged from the clouds flying sast at sbout 1,500' to 2,000', I immediately
went down after them. My epproach was made from the southeast. The E/A headed north
below a layer ef clouds. I came into firing renge of the trailing bandit A/C. I was
flying at an altitude of approximately 2,000' and at an air speed of about 280 miles
per hour, It was then about 1220, I fired a short burst at a range of 500yards, but did
not observe any hits, The E/A immediately executed a chandsll to the right; and as I 3
followdd, I fired another short burst, I observed hits in ths right. The E/A leveled out E
and hsaded weatward in level flight through the clouds at an gltitudes of approxizately
5,000', I followed and closed to a rangs of 200 ysrds. Then I fired sgain. I observed
very good strikes along the sides of the fuselage and also on the engine, The E/A
imediately began to smoke, I closed to & closer range, and fired again at 100 yards.
I scored hits all over the plene and on the engine, Pleces’ flew off ths E/A, and it headed
downward, I broke out of the cloude at approximately 1,500' to 2,000', and I cbeserved the E
E/A crashing on the ground., It was then 1222, -

I claim one ME 109 dsstroyed. ' )

v CONFIDENTIAL
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l., Combat film exists,
2, Combat film forwarded to Hq IX TAC on Dec 9, 194k,



i CONFIDENTIAL CONFIENTIAL D=B-4
A
SUPPRTING STATEMENT OF 2nd LIEUTENANT LENN S, HUNT, ASN' 0-707626, F(R COMBAT
REPRT OF lst LIEUTENANT WILLIAM C. OLDEN, ASN 0-73%6316

Ae Type of Action : Combat - E
B. Dats : 8 Detember 1944
C. Unit 3 397th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group.
De Time of Attack 1 1221 .
E. Place of Attack s About eight miles west of Cologne :
F. Weather s Stratus clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverage; visibility

unlimited, - 3
G, Type of Target : Two ME 109's

He Claim t Witness obgerved attack of lst Lieutenant William & Olden,
. ASN 0-736316, on an ME 109 and saw him damage dfﬂem%/&
This E/A wae destroysd by Lt Olden, but witneseysee its
destruction.
I. Account of Combat
I, 2nd Lt Lemn S. Hunt, ASH 0-707626, was flying Tropic Blue Two on a 584
Radar Controlled Blind Bombing snd Fighter Sweep l}iission on 8 December 194,
We took off at 113¥l, Our bowbing target was Zulpich,at F2513352, After the bombing had
been completed, we conducteid a fighter sweep in the area of Zulpich, Cologne, and
Bonne Shortly after we had set out on the gweep, the controller called Tropic
Leader and reported bogies at a low altitude. Akmost at once Tropic Leader spotted
some of them. He went down below the slouds, which were at 1,500%, and Yellow and
Blue Flights Pemained sbove as top cover until he called us down. Blus Flight
went into a dive , and I saw last Lt Williem C. Olden, ASN 0-736316, leader of .
Yellow Flight, cheeing an ME -109. I pulled in tightly, took a lead of two and one ;
half radii on the E/,L, and fired a shot burst. I missed completély. Then I saw E
Lt Olden firing directly on the tail of the E/4, I obderved meny strikes on both !
wings and fuselage, Blue Flight pulled off,; and as ws did so, we sew light flak
shead, We had turned 180 degrees to Yellow Flight ~when en E/A came at owr flight
from ome o'clock high, The pilot of the E/A was firing at us. Tropic Blue Leader E
and I took off after the E/A and chased it to , cloud. I think that I lost my flight
leader then. I rose out of this cloud at a n angle of sixty to seventy degrees. I
then saw an E/A with square wing tips which I think was an ME 109, The E/A dove
at me, and I went back into the cloud and circled within it. Bvery time I stuck
the nose of my plens out of the cloud, the E/A dove down on w9 Finglly, I got .
out of the cloud and climbed to 10,000' as rapidly as I could. Swoopstakes then
called end reported that all E/A were betwean 5,000 o 8,000', I was alone, and
for that reason I headed west. Later, I flew along for a time.behind a f£light of
P 47's which I thought belonged to our squadron. Then I came homs.

OZ;A___/ZM
IENN 8. HWNT,

2nd Lt, Air Corps,

Pilot, 597th Ftr Sqan.
1, Combgt film exists.

2. Combat film was forwarded to Headquarters IX TAC on 9 Decamber 194,
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COXNFIDENTIAL

SUPFORTING STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD W. DAME ASH 0-T45312, FO& CQMBAT
AEPHT OF FIRST LIEUVIENANT WILLIA C. OLIEJ ASN 0-7363516.

Combat

8 Dec 44

Jo Uit 397th Fir Sgdn - 368th Pir ap
D. Time of #iitack 1221

A« TIype of Action H
‘

E. Place of Atteck ; About eight milss west of Gologae
:

B. Date

P, VWeather Stratus clouds et 1,500% —~ 8/10 coverage ~ visibility unlimited

G. Type of Terget Cne & 109

H, Claims Witness obesrved attack of lst Lt xilliam G. Olden 48K 0-736316,
on an FE 109 and gaw him damage the E/&. This E{ was destroyed by
Lt Olden; but witness d4id not see ite deztruction,

I, Account of Combet :

I, 1st Lt Edward We Dems, ASK O-745312, was leeding Tropic Blue P£light on s 584 nedar
Bontrolled Blind Bombing and Fighter Sweep misaion on the 8 Dec 44%. The bombing tgt was
Zulpich et F~251332. After the complstion of the bombing, we undertook a fighiter sweep in
the area of Zulpich, Cologne,; end Bonn. Shortly after we set out on the sweep, our
controller informed Tropic leader thei there-were bogies tc the north of our formetion,
At elmost the same moment, Tropic leader spotted some bogies on the deck and gavs chase.
On closing with these bogiss ; Tropic lesder identifisd them as E/A. Thsy were heading
eaat, lst Li William G, Ulden ASN 0-736315, leader of Yellow flight, spotted two i€ 109's
£lying ezst et sbout 1500' to 2000' and gave chase., I followsd in order ic give close
cover.I saw Lt Ulden close on the rear E/i. 4fter ne had executed n few maneuvers, he
scored etrikes all ovef the E/A,and piscss of the 4f0 begen to fly off,

g - g .
T e, F. s
EDWARD W, D

let Lt, Air Corps

Pilot, 397 Ftr Sgdn

Combat Pfilm exists,.
Combat film wap forwerded to hg IX TAC onr 9 Dec 4k,

CoNFIDENTIAL




DBt

SUPPRIIG STAIEHENT OF FIRST LIEUISNANT HENRY B. HAMILTOR ASW 0-805617, FR CQQMBAT
RUPRT OF FIXST LIZUTENANT WILLIAM C. OLDER ASN 0-735316

Combat

& Decamber 1944

397th Fighter Sausdron, 368th Fighter Group

1221

About eight milss west of Cologne

Stratus clouds =t 1500%; 8/10 coverege; vigibility unlimiteq,
Two M2 109's

Confirming the claim of lst Lt ¥illiam ©, Olden ASN 0736316,
to one ME 109 destroyed,

Type of Action
Dete

Unit

Time of Attack
Flace of Attack
Yeather

Type of Target
Claims

SO e v e B ve ae

Account of Combat

I, Henry B, Hamilton ASN 0-805617, was flying Tropic Biue thres on a 58k Rader
Controlled 3lind Bombing and Fighter Sweep Mission on 8 December 19%4. The bombing target
was Zulpich at F231352, After we had drogped our bowbs, we set out on = fighter sweep in
the area of Zulpich, Cologne, and Bonn, We hesded northsest towerd Cologne. There was a
large break in the clouds just west of the city, and Tropic Red leaderwent under the
overcast, which was 1500! » and headed west. He called in thirty plus & 109's heading east,
Tropic Yellow and Blue flights remained st 10000 over the bresk in the overcest. 1st Lt
Williem C. Olden ASY 756316, leader of Yellow flight, saw somsthing in the break, snd
both flights went down in a westerly direction, We met two ME 109's flying east, and all
of ug made a 180 degree turn. Lt Olden chassd the rear E/A , which had executed a
chandelle upwerd end to the right., I stayed below aes I thought thet the ME 109 might come
down again, I heard Lt Olden say'I got hin', He hed destrosed the E/A, for 500! north of ms
the ME 109 cams spinning out of the overcest, trailing black smdke. It hit the ground,
but did not explode, I don't believa that the pilot got out,

BENRY 9. Ha Sn
1st Lt, Air Corps
ilot, 397 Fir Sadn.

Combet film exists,
Combat film was forwarded to He IX TAC on 9 Bec Ly,




CONFIDENTIAL D-B-lf

Ry
OOMBAT REPQRT *#* 157 LIBUTENANT WILLIAM o, LEWIS *%#% ASN 0-795005 %%

A. Type of Action : Oombat
Bs Dats - ¢ 8 Dec M .
Ce Unit 1 397th Fighter Squedron, 368th Fighter Group
D. Time of Attack : 1220 .
Place of Attpck 31 About ten miles northesst of Duren.
Weather v ¢ Stratue clouds at 1,500'; 8/10 coverege; vieibility unlimited.
Type of Terget 1 About 30 to 40 ME 109's and FW 190's,
Claims : One ME 109 demaged.
Account of Combat 3o ] .

I, 1gt Lt Willian d. Lewis, ASN 0=795005, wms flying on a 584 Radar Controlled
Blind Bombing and Pighter Sweep Mission on 8 Dec 44, I was flying the wing of Tropic
Leader, Major Richard E. Leary, ASN 0=-90069%, The bombing target was Zulpich, at
F251532, After the completion of the bombing, we made a fighter sweep in the area of
Zulpich, Cologne, and Bonne At approximately 1220, while we were flying at 1,500°
below an 8/10 cloud cover .over a wooded eres about ten miles northeast of Duren,

Major lLeary and I attacked about 30 to 40 ME 109's and FW 190's. The E/A were flying

in 2 combat line - abreast formation., They were also flying below the overcast at an
altitude of 1,500'., The enemy formation broke left when we were about 300 yerds from
them, Major Leary turned with the E/A. and I turned indide him. I noted that two M 109's
were on the tail of his plene, I moved inside the first ME 109 and Pfired a short burst
at about a 10 degres deflection. I noted strikes on his left wing at the wing rooty

but lost sight of him as he pulled up tightly and down to the left, I did not see him
agein; but concentrated on the other ME 109 on Major Leary's tail. I gave the E/A

sows lead and deflection and then shot, but I saw no strikes. He broke away as the other
had done., Just then I was hit by an ME 109 on my teil.

I claim one M 109 damaged.

ET . { > .
%/,0& m‘s/('j‘ &W‘W——'
WILLIAM & IEWIS
let Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Ftr Sadn

1

1. Combat film exists.(Lt.LewiS' camera was hit by enemy €jak)
2. Coxbat film was forwarded toc HJ IX TAC on 9 Dec Ih




ONFIDENTIAL - D=B=k

CQMBAT REPRT **** MAJR RICHARD E. LEARY #*+** ASN 0-500694

Typ$ of Action : Combat

Date 8 Dec 1944

Unit 597th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group

Time of Attack 1220

Place of Attack About three miles north of Duren

Weather Stratus clouds at 1500'; 8/10coverags; visibility unlimited.
" Type of Target About 30 to 40 ME 109%s and FW 190's

Claims one ME 109 damaged

I. Account of Cambat:

I, Major Richard E., Leary, ASN 0-90069%, was flying as Tropic Reader on Hiesion Y21-3
on 8 Dec 1944, The mission was a 584 Rader Controlled 3Slind Bombing Mission., The
target was Zulpich, at F231332. After the bombing, we undertook a fighter sweep in the
areg of Zulpich, Cologne, and Bomn. At 1215, while we were flying at 10,000', I sighted

five bogies on the deck heading northwest., Thsy wers about ten miles scuthwest of
Cologns, I gave chase at 1,500 below an 8X0 cloud cover, The five bogies turned out
to be part of a formption of 30 to 40 ME 109's snd FW 190's. I closedon th2 formation at a
point about three miles north of Duren. Thes E/A did not break until I etartsd firing.
at one in the middle of the formation, I observed many sirikes on both wings and
fusslage. I broke left with the formation and lost the E/A beneath ms. /
%

I claim one ME 169 dsmaged, v /L/ Lq/c/(m
AP ol .
RICHARD E. LEARY, ;17
MAJR, AR CRPS,
Pilot, 597th Ftr Sqdn.

1., Combat film exiasts,
2, Coubat film wes forwarded to IX TAS on 8 Dec 1544,




COXNFIDENTIAL DBt

COMBAT REP(RT ****x 2nd LIEUTENANT ROBERT D. SHARP *** ASN O-770438

Type of Action 3 Combat

Date : B Dec 44

Unit 4 597th Fighter dquadron, 368{th Fighter Group.:

Times of Attack 1 1225

Place ofittack 3 About ten miles west of Cologne,

Weather + Btratus cloude at 1,500!; 8/10 coverage; visibility unlimited,

Type of targst s About 30 to 40 ME 109's and FW 190's,

Claius + Q(ne ME 109 damaged.

Account of Combat 3

I, 2nd Lt Robert D. Sharp, ASN O-770438, was flying Tropic Red Four on s 584

Rader Controlled Blind Bombing and Fighter Sweep Mission on 8 Dec 44, I was flying
the wing of 2nd Lt Edgar R, Baker, ASN 0-763829, Our bombing target was Zulpich,at
F231352. After we had dropped our bombs,we made an orbit and headed gensrally north-
saet to conduct a fighter sweep in the area of Zu}pich,Cologne, and Bonn, Immedistely
thereafter, the controller reported bogies in the ares west of Cologne headed in a
wegterly direction at 1,500, Major Richard E. Leary, ASN 0-000594% who was flying as
Tropic Leader, end his wing man , lst Lt William J. lewis, ASN 7935003, set out to
investigate these bogies, while the remainder of the equadron stayed above the clouds.
The bogies were identified as M& 109's and FW 190's, and the squadron joined combat
with them. After ebout ten minutes of combat, I lost my element leader as the
results of encounters with about six E/A. I hit the clouds, broke out an top, and
looked for someone to fly with or shoot at. I flew for sbout three minutes and saw
three p 47's chasing en ME 109, One of the P 47's was quite far back, esnd the other
two were out of range. I saw that I could get on the tail of the ME 109 within firing
range because he wes below me and to the left, I made a shallow pedl-off and pulled
into firing position behind the ME 109, In doing thie,I cut out the other P 47's .
I got my sights on the E/A and gave it a two or three second burst. I observed.
meny ekrikes on the left wing and & few on the fuselage and right wing, The E/A
started to smoke; bui the smoking, I think , was due to £ull throttle, After I had
shot at the E/4, it went into the clouds, and I lost it. I believe th,t the E/A was
hit by a two-eecond burst at least because the hits appsered to be very numerous.

I claim one 102 damaged.
N =)
@yﬁ%;( KM» o
ROBERT D, SHARP,

2nd Lt, Air Corps,
Pilot, 597th Fir Sqdn.

Combat £ilm ezists,
Combat film was forwarded to Hq IX TAC on 9 Dec 4.




OOVEAT TMEPORT #%¥» FIRGT LIuUTuRANT WILLIAW 1. LLRKM *%#% LSY 0-652158

]

Conbas
17 December, 194£&
557th Fighter Squadron, 3688k Fighter Groun
1150
Ares of “rum {I-077%) A
6/10 yulsi-layer Stretus and Uirbostretus clouds
from 5,0CCY to 24,0000, Visibility sxeellent.
Type of ferget 22 Fw 190!z end 16 1L 109'%s

Two FF 190%s destroyed, two kb 109's destroyed,
one ¥i 10§ probatly destroyed.

of Astion

H 8 &
i ot *

o & O

Tire of Attack
2lace of attack
Weather

RO LI LR Y

of Combet :

1t, ¥illiem M. Eerr, ASY $-CG6213& wes leeding Iellow Flight of iraopic
Squadron on & growmd suppord and armed resomnaissance mission on the werning of 17
Decembar, 1944 in the vicinity ef Prum \L-0779). %We were {lying et 12,000 when :.;,"A
wvere sishted at 15,000'. CZhure wsre 22 T 130's in the first weve and 15 ¥ 109's
ir the second. As soon &s recogrition wes eatetlished, cur sgquauaron jetiiscned
bonbs and belly tenks and made a shallow climbing orbit to the lef't, pieking up
spedd and sltitude. The i/4 made a tight climbing ortit to the left slse undil they
resches the bottem of the overcest abt 17,00CT. The lesd flight diseppesred in the
overcest momentarily, then dove out in & 7 otclock pass to Tropic Blue Flight,
which was the lowest of our three flights and was on @y lefte turned, warning
Ploe Flight of the pess; sxd firsd itwo short bursts ai the lesding £/a in an abismpt
%o scere him awsy from the pass. The range wes too gresi Fer accuracy. Hlue Flight
tightened their turn and the /% overshot. At that fime, about ten 5/i made & pass
et my flight from 4 o'clock high, and we broke into them. I fire¢ several short
bursts et seversl of the lead ships, bud observed no strikes. As they overshet oar
flight, we turned beck onto their reer. I lined wp on the last }."./“-, en FF¥ 19C, and
fired severel good bursts et close range. I observed meny strikes on his fuselsge.
Hs snepped to the left and split s'd straight dowr apperently out of cortrcl. Y
didn't follow, but turned inmediately oato the rext £/A shead. However, Tropic Red
four, lst Lte fonry Ae Yendel, £SN 0-850428B, saw £his FW 190 crash into the ground.

T oclosed on the sscond F¥W 1:C, which rpade & turn to the left, I fired & short
thirty degree deflection burst striking him around the wing root and lower nert of
+he Tuselege. de sterted smoking. 4s I broke off, he exploded in flames and scattered
fragments everywhere.

Then sbout ten X2 109's attecksd. Agein we tightened up our turn inte them %o
such en extent thes they overshot our flighte We turned back onto their rear. 1 linsd
up on the last </ and fired s short burst. There were many s*irikes on his fuselage.
Immedietely he bturst inte flemes end rolled down out of control,

T lined up on the next k& 108 ahead. The others hed climbed oy into the overcests
This 3/ rolled into & left turn, and I closed f3 ring two good bursts. I saw meny strikes
on the engine &nd on the fuselege around the wing root., Ee staris=d to smoke, burst
into flemes, and fell off o the left, spirning dovr.

i tumed cnd followed enother twe Ms 109ts Erhough & pater of clouds. I hroke out
of the patch of cleud at close rengs tehind and sbove the second of thess wfe, I Tired
oné short turst snd saw meny strikes on thz cenopy end on the uiLe part of the
ruseloge behind the canopy/ Instadily he fsll off to the right end spun down. i
didn't observe &ny smoke of flames however. T broke off and started after the next /4
which I lost »s it sntered 2 layer of clouds at 21,000,




AOFTID COMPAR RIPORT %3 FIRST LIoUTuiANT HILLIAYV 1. TaRpssss ASH 0-€62138

The E/A encountersd seemed vVeTry Sg¥ =siye but very inexplierienced, Thelir evesive
action wes mediecre and corgisted of fish *ailizy from sige to side, turnirg loossaly
in one direction emid tack to the other, and zooming up inte +the overcast. Yy airerafl
hea 1itile troutle overtalking them after they had los® the initial spead geined in their

{ was ahble ko ouh turn them in every csse.
o ¥ 109's <sstroyed and 1 L 105 provekbly destroyed.

pass.
T ¢laim 2 FW 180's ‘ectroyed,

. pd
WILLIAL ke Ru2R,
1st Lie, &3r oCros,
?ilot, 397¢h Ttr. 3%Gn.

W




COXFIDENTIA DeBeds

SUPPORTING STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUIENANT HENRY A. YANIEL, ASN O-804268 F(R CQMBAT
REPKT OF FIRAT LIBUENANT WILLIAMY M. KERR, ASH Ow£62136

Type of Action Combeat

Date 17 Docember 1G4k

thit 397th Fir Sgdn -« 368th Fur Gp

Time of Attack 1150

Flace of Attack Area of Frum(L-0779)

Weather 6/10 Hultimlayer stratus and Niwbostretus eloude from
5000 to 25000' wew Viaibility excellent,

Type of Terget 22 Fd 190 and 15 ¥ 109

Claizs Confirming the claim of lst Lt Williem . Kerr, ASN 0=662136
to T FW 130 destroyeds (Lt Kerr elso destroyed cme additional

FA4 190 and Two ME 109'a, and probebly destroyed 1 ME 109

I. Account of Combats

I, lst Lt Hdenry Ae. Yandel, ASN O-B04268, was flying Tropic Red four on a
ground suppoet and armed rscee mission on the morning of 17 December 19!, I wes
flying the wing of 2nd Lt Jeames P, Hogan, ASN O~767257. We were at sbout 11,5001
juet south of Prum(L~0779), when 22 FW 150's appeared heiding esst st approximately
15,000', Ten FW 190's committed themselves to en attack on Yellow flight, lead by
lst Lt William M. Rerr, ASN O~682135, Lt Kerr broke into them and when the E/4 overshot,
he turned back and got on their tail, Lt Xerr fired on the laet Fd 190 snd I saw
meny strikes on the fuselege of this E/A. The F4 190 did & half snap roll to the
left and split 3'd down. I followed him visuelly until I saw him etrike the ground,
at which tims he exploded and burned,

iy o, B
HEMRY & YANDEL
ist Lt , Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Ftr Sedn

1, Combat film doge not exist. Lt Xerr's camere failed to funtion dus to
electrical difficuty,




et

L
STUNY OF 20T LILUTNATT ATTL CANTCY, ASK 0-712C50C OR COUEAT R
OF IINED Li UleuallT SILLInD W. KSRk, ASK 0-382177

Zombat

17 Jscember, 1944_
SOTLh Fiphter o
1180

Area of Pram {1L~0779)

£/10 ¥ultilayer Stratus end nimbosiratus clouds frow 5,000 4o
24,000', Visitilit exocellent.

22 BF 130'g axd 1B . 109T%s.

Soafirming the oledm of lst Lt Willism ¥, Kerr, &ST 0-8821346,
to 1 #7100 destroyed, (&4, Kerr elsc "astrsyti opme edditicnal
#7190 end 2 M 109's ar” orotably destrored 1 M 105.)

eusiron,

Leocommy of Combet K
I, 2nd L4. #alvh W. Thorntom, &SK O«71206C;, wes flyin. Tropic i=3 Two on & oround
sunppord end ermed recomeisgence wission o the merning of 17 TDocember, 1244, “hile ws
wore Plying in the vicinity of Prum {I-077¢), w2 wers stiscked ty 4o wayes of ifin. In the
first wave there ware about 22 F¥ 190's and in the seeonl, Fifisen Il 109%s, Thuy wore .
flying aboub 1B,000%, Tis were "‘1*/'1::" o4 11,E00%.  &fber st Lé. Willism I Terr, 4K (-802«
138 il shot dova 1 I T 18C, which vwes by £ Lt. L‘enry &s Yeacdel, A3Y O-BC4288, I
7 his Tollovioyp anut.;.u £: 195 in a turn $o Sl la“ I wes 2lsc meking a eliabing,
Sk to the left. Lt. ¥orr fired e rst at the /fe ard I saw strikes arcund tha
a2nckpit. The I* 180 strezighlered oul ew :’ burst inko flames. Li. Herr broke of ' 4he etiealr
about ths sene tire that the /L sterted to tarm. Them the #W 180 went into a spin end I
25 scun 8s PIs plena steried Lo burn,.

saw a warachute onsima The »ilol wust hewe Poiled out
I suprort Lb. ¥err s claim o1 57 160 lesiroyed.

TH W, T ""’“Tﬂ’
uQI‘DS;
h Fir. Sqgin.

1. Cer*at £ilm does not exist, 14, Lerr's

camera fuilad Lo ~emerate due 57 eleatricel
il ficulty.




STTIORTIFNZ 3TATIHaNT Or 5.00L0 LusUT=UANT SIDNSY RORCRITE, AZT C-763030 FOR OILBAT
RITORT OF FIRST LIZUT. Na¥?® WILLIAL M. ¥oli 431 C-0E2135

Sonbat

17 Pecexber, 1844

397th Fighter Sqdn., $68th Fphber Group

1159

Are. of Prum (L-G779)

6/10 ¥ultilaysr Streatus end Nimbostratus Slouds from 5,000!

to 24,000t, Visibility excellent.

Fane of Izrisd s 22 F¥ 19G's 2nd 15 2x 109's.

Claims Jenfirming the claim of 1st M. Wlliam &. “err, 2sN 0-882-
136 ©0 2 L 109's destroyed end ? Fi 190's destroyed. (L,

Earr elso probecly dsstroyed one ks 108).

Typs Aotiom
Tate
nit

Time of atteck
Plgece of atiack
weathsr

“ oe

o e

I. Accourt of Combat :

I, 2nd Li. Sidmey orowitz, ASN 0-769GE0, wes 1
su-;ort and armed roconraissencs wissiop on the mornirg
vieinity of 2rum {1-0779). o/ were sichted at 15,000%, we were at sbvoub 12,000'. There
were 22 ©y; 190's in the first formation of ./ end 15 PE 109's in ths second. A nrox-
imabsly 10 7w 1%0's mads 2 pass op our flijht from 4 ofelock high., i%& broke into them.
Some went bask inko the clouds snd the othsrs overshot. 1st Ite williem I’ Kerr, ASI
0-682136 end I got on their %sils ard closed. Li. Ferr fired st the last Ty 180 and scorwd
hite on the =/'s fusalsge. The u/% s-a ped to the left out of conirel, s lit s'd
straight dowe and srashad into the jround.

Lt. Xorr then fired a few bursts et enother 7 186. On® burst hit from the wing
roots o the cockpit. The 5/a burst into Tlames end then exnploded with nisges flying
ground Use

Immediatel;”, we were jumped by 2boub fen 11 109°s. #Agein we broke into them end
they overshot. "2 wound up ox the tails of four i 102%s, it, berr fired 2 turst at the
trslling »/n. Trere were meny strikes oun his fuselage. The &/ turst into Tlemes and
spur down to the ground. ' g

Twe of the I 109's disenpsersd in +the overcast, btubt we tosck out alter the repain-

S/f%. 1 saw Lt. Esrr score meuy strikes or the engine and fusels,e. The £/# started
$c smoke and -then burst into flamss. Just then we hit e sloud und I hecame sevaratsd
from Li. Zerc.

I su_port Li. Rerr's claim to 2 Lia 108's cestroyed snd 2 I 190%s destrered,

& ! A ¢
. ‘ A e Dt oot
SI‘)E&# CICHITZ

¥ 5
2nd Lt,, &ir Corrs,
2ilot, 3:7%h I'tr. S4én.

lying fronrie Yellow two on & Jround
" of 17 Deoember, 1944 in the

1, Combet £ilm doss net zxist.
tric 1 dirficulty.
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Sembat

17 Z&~enler

RI7eh Mot
of Atiact 1150
Mroe of Atbech aree of Truw {(I-077T)
wontler : /3¢ ulti-lever sty
E,000! to 24,00Ct.
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of Sombat
Ird L3, Georgs L. Zeusr; ASK O-7 Y, Tz D, e Tresis Tellow $hrac
s.mert end ermed recosneissance ;o ry tha worning ¢f 17 Jeewider
4e we wer. enproaching ke towm of Prum {T0-778) , we were tourced Iy
en of a¥out 22 Fi7 190%s which wers followe? ¥,73 siccnd weve of ahont 18 1o
/5 wars ek skout 15,0007 eand e wera 6% 17,700%. Ateut 10 ¥o 10%'s made s 2
r £lixhr, ¥y wingmen, 2né L%, Kewnatd L, Trlen, ASY C-770802, end L troks lefi
tock e deflsstion chot g% omz Iz 109 bub missed., Then I mensuv.red
eck ol this a/“ snd fired spaine I clserved hits on the wing ronis,
f3 then tried o tuen 2nd I ot ore strikes srourd
2 L. 109 523t s'd, ard I folliowed, 331l shouling,
ollewing the shir dowm, I s2v thek hs wes sroking todly
tg ke gt o aecrbrole The rilet d4d ret tsll o te, I saw bhe
e srowed end egpicda,

W b G
-t L
P IS ]

filn exisis.
film was forymrded T TL0 on 1% Secexber, 1944




L/Ef

STATENT OF SZCCID LITUTLNANT DOFALD N, nVANS ASN 0-711973 IY RufARD
T0 DAEAGING OF Cha Fiv 180 EY SJCOAJD LIZUTAMNT FRuDoLRISK C. STOLL CR.
481 0-818417 (MIa 17 DSC£LBiR, 1044)

Combaet

17 Denember, 194¢

397th Tigkter Sqdn, 368th Fighter Group

1180

ires of Prum (I~0779)

5/10 multilayer stratus end MNimbestratus clouds from §,000' to
24,000'. V¥isibility excellent.

Type of Target 22 FAN 190's and 18 FE 109's

Claims 397th Fighter Sgde clsdms one FW 180 demazed in behslf of

2nd Lb. Frederick €. Stoll, Jr. ASN 0-B15417, ¥IA 17 Dec, '44.

Type of Aotion
Date

Tnit

Tims of Attack
Place of Atteck
‘Weather

LY T OV Y

Account of Jombet:

I, Zrd L%. Denald N, gveas 48U 0-711873 vas flying Tropic Zlue four on a ground
support and armed reconnaisssnce mission on 17 December, 1944, Te were flying ot
gbout 12,000' in the vicinity of Prun {1.-0772) when we were attacked by 2bout 22 F¥
180's. The B/ wsre ot sbout 15,00G', Ve immediat tely begen to elimk in the direction
of the 5/n to mest the atteck. 4 or 5 of the =/A started down on us from 1@ o'clock
high, one of which made a head or pass et 2nd Lb. Frederick C. £toll Jr., 43N 0-815417,
my element lssder. Both A/0 were firing upon each other and I observed hits on the
F¥ 150 as well as on Lt. Stoll's plare. L. SHell's A/ burst into flames and began to
spin st about 13,000* as the /A broke eway. :

I do not know whether L. Stoll bailad out or not, since ancther attacking ﬁ’/.P.
demended dy. full attention. Howsver, damegs vas definitely inflicted on the FW 190
which attecked Lt. Stoll.

/’-a’uxé; o o -
DOIALD N. nVAXS,
2nd Lt., Air Sorps,
Pilot, 387th Ftr.Sqdn.

1, For Lt. Frederick C. Stoll, Jr. ASY 0-B15417, VI& 17 Dac '4¢
2« Combat film does not sxist,

CORFIDEZLETIAL




B/8/e

STATHRELT COF .00 %n LIGUPLL%a: T DOFALT fe ERT RPN 0-7110
I0 DAMACING 2" Tho Fu 130 7Y Luoon LELUTLLANT $rLl
A3E C-815417 (VIa 17 Juleb BT,

&. Type of fotion
Be Dets

Ge Init

Be Time of Athack
Be TPlace of Attack
Fe tieather

Sombat

17 December, 1944

&397+h Fittor Sadn, 38uth Fighger urous
1180

aree of Prum (1-0779)

8/10 multileyer stratus ang Fimbostratus clouds from 5,000' to
24,000, Visibility creslient,

te Type of Target 22 FW% 180's and 15 M 109'¢

B, Clainms 897tk Fintor Sgdn clains one =7 1ig damazed in behalf of

: 2nd Lt. Tredorislk C. ftell, Jr. AsH 0-816417, 14 17 Daso, 744

L A T

-

I. Agoount of Combat:

I, 2nd L&. Donslg y, asvans ASY C-T11973 was Tlying Tronic Tye four on a groungd
support end armed reconnaissance migsion on 17 Decenter, 1344, ¥e were flying at
ebout 12,000 in the vicinisy of Prum {L—G‘??Q) when we wers attacked by sbout 22 Fw
190's. The L/i were 8t about 16,006!, ~e immedistely L8380 t6 climt in the direction
of the B/X% to meet the abtack. 4 or & of the &/k sterted dowm on us from 11 o'eloek
high, ome of whish made a hagd on pass at Znd Lt. Frederiek Ge 31011 Jr,, ASH 0-B154317,
uy elemsnt lsader. JSoth 4/ wers Liring unon esch other ang I observed hits oan the
¥% 190 88 well as opn Lt, 3%0ll's plans. i%. Stoll's 4/% burst into flames angd begen to
spin at ebout 13,060' as the &/ broks awey.

I do not mow whether L, Stoll bailed out or n0%, since another attacking /A
demanded dmy full attention, Bowever, dsmage was definitely inflicted on the Fy 180
which attacked ILt, Stoll,

DONALD N. ZVARS,
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Pilot, 397th Ftr.Sqdn.

le For Lt. Frederiock C. Stoll, Jdr. asy 0-t15417, 1I& 17 Dec Y44
2« Combat film does not exist,
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of actior

*5h Fighter froup
of Attack
"lsos of Abtack R £ F-2040, between Duren end Zul,.ich
Weather stretus cloud cover; base 12,0007, too wunknown
wisibility oxesllent,
Type of targst ¢ 50 plus ¥.. 1097s
Slaims 2 ki 109's destroysd
Account of Combat :

i, 1st Lt. Holand O. Potter, 4SH 0-89833%, wes lsading Yellow Flight of Tronic
Sguadron on 2 ground suo "ort -and armed rcco:nazssa'-ce mission em 15 I Dﬂcem} er, 19‘:‘:. &5
1330 hours over the area of F- 2040, Tronie lesder sishied 2 tr2ir and mads an orbit,
whils his {light vruyar:d o bomb. At This time zy uvimbsr foor men called ir Bopiss
et 10 o'clock highe T looked uz and saw a gag.ls of aboubt thirty A/C. ‘hsy made a
turn towerds us, and 1 definitely identified thew as 3i 108's. Ve were flring at 6,0007
szd they wers at about P,000', Arter the order to jettisor bombs, I started £ climbliz
turn into thems They pressed their atdack on my flight. I closed 3in on one iz a furn
o ths 1elt snd Pived a short bursst. fhere wers & few strilkws on the 5/k's fuselage.

I closed in still furthsr ead fired s lonmg burst. Pizcszs flsw off of the M. 10% and
flames shot out of the cockpit. The =/~ snapped cver on its bsck and T watched it
spin dovm tc the ground mnd explode. The $ilot did not Lail ocut.

I startwd for anci 5 109 which wee frailing two 2-3I's shout 2,000" above
me. I firsd at sbout 3C d #ss deflecticn as I closad in e oliting turn. I saw &
fev; striltes on the n./r.. I; trasirs wesre starting to shew, as T held my fire aatil
I wes slmost direetly astern, tren I fired again. isees flew off the canory end
tleck smoke goured oub. Suddenly the E/A snepped wp skaruly end went into a flat spin,
T sew the 4/0 snin down irto & wonds snd explode in flawss. fnet again, bhe pilet Aid
sot bail ouk.

I claim 2 ¥E 109's destroprsds

o 4C R0
ROLAYD G, 2C7.FR,

led Lo, #ir Zomns,
Pilot, 327th Fbr. Sqén,

1. Combet film exieds
2., Combat film was forserded Lo Hg IV TAC on 1© Decemier, 1944,
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to two ¥ 109's destroyed

Accownt of Combei:

I, 2rd Lt. £;ri) J. Konesny, 4SH 0-BIC01l5, was f‘l"f_'.;'
orouwcd supcort end armed recouaeissgnss nlssicr on 1E > Jecembur
sr. altituda o £,0007 wher about 30 4/2 were sighted at 10 o'z
ihey wave identified ss k3-109's. They made o anc 2% us,
let Lite Holsnd 2. -otser, AZY Q-C5RLELS got oo the teil of ope 11l 108 and
i zapy cirikes on thw lef% wing end sround the cockpit. Piecss flew off the plans
gnd firs burst from the cockpit. Suddssly the -./:-. snagped over and went into s spin.
I watehed it spin down nearly o the ground oub of cortrol. «hem T sew that the pilet
meds no a*H'er.n" to recover, I ook oy eyss off it.

Ik, “otbor sierdzd to elimb efber za 1s 109 whish was on the tsil cf & 2 3%,

Al cli:hed to nesrly 12,000 ty the time I%. Potber wes in e nositice te fire, e
‘ired & lov; burst clese astern, snd I sew strikss cn rearly all parts of the u/A.
Black sxoke poured out of the coeckzit, “*har it gnsiged over and went inic a
srin ouh of rortrel, I watehad tha /5 spin dova o the grownd, The pilot did n

oat.

(&1
.

T

T support Lt. Jobterts elaim fto bwo Mo 108's destroyed.

T

RIL J, l _.Sl“
2rd Lt., air uorps,
Pilet 397th Ttr Sqdn

Combat il exists.
Combat film vas forwarded to Hg IX T4C

Sorfirzi.; tre ¢laim of ist it. , AR 0-595339
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S. LehRY s%%s 431 0-200C0%

Type of Action
Deie
Init :
Time of Atteck
Tlaces of Attack
Teather

Tyoe of Tarpst:
Claims
Account of
I, e jor
support, 4ivs bombing, snd
1584. Ny radio wes not op
Yilliarz 8. Oldsn, ASW 0-73

Le lesry, A5%

C ohbat

13 Decamber, 1544

3&7%h Fighter Squacron, 368th Firhter roun

1230 - ’

Lrea of F~2040, tetween Durer. snd Zalpich

10/16 stratas cloud cover,; hase 12,000' tnn 'mimowm
visibility excellent )

30 plus ¥i 1C8's

s ¥E 108 destrayed

3

0-2008%4, was leading Trogie Sausdron on & ground
rockst misslon for the 28th InfenSry Division or )R December

“rating .roperly, so I turmsd ths Sgusdror over %o 1lst L

6318, and remained sc flizht leader of Red Plirht, vas straf-

-
M

ing end firins rockets at L/T's alout two miles northeest of Zulpich, whe» bendits were

ealled in bty the top cover
inte 20 slus 2

divin; d¢wwr Ivor the soubh towerds me.

his teil. He brebe inko a

o
Y

.. = ~
turm In oo o

I wend

cat tr
fugelige.

Ly

lavcled
wif and

L2 S

E~10%%g about 8,600 ators ne.

saw saveral striles on h
toxeeth hi.. still $n & +ig

rolled
Tra nilat 437 .

flights. I mede an orbit, puh water on, and s*~riad to elimb
As I reached &,000%, I saw & sinzle 14 109
He deve under me, so I jurned left and got om
Lisht Lutbury, I pulled throuzk kin and Pired a shors burst,
tail, cub his throttle snd I slmost nvershot. I was
nEt orbit, =as2d wr on the stisk ~nd weni wide,  The .i/a
1 ired at Dbint blenk range striking She o/a in tho cosk-
Tz sne ed &lso to the 1ufy and T ostr £he

2ot sireight in., I gav the HI-108 crash intg
. I Erer riturns? o tuse with sbhout

i He

I
&
o Pic ledt,

over £ng

3
EA L

ot
Seown il

hemE onder.

108 deatroyed,

D

otants (-' ,A‘.. L
T, 1simT, /

fe

1“;0‘5‘, alr "Qrps,
Pilot, 3E75h Sir.

P

Sedr,

Ty

L IF TLC en 18 ¥ onte
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A DBrps of A0 T gorhak :
I. Dat- s 18 DBellusr; 14l

3 J. Tnit : 337tb Fignter osguadron, .

= . Zime ¢ Attack s 1&50
Lo Plees of [Airak s Aroe of .

] vec tler : 10/10 £ 5oz . :
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SUPPORTING STaTubsNT OF SuCOul LILUTawalT JAKSS E, HUTCH.RSCH, ASH 0-529997 FOR
COMBAT RLPCRT OF MAJOR RISHARD M. LAARY, ASHN O=900694

Combst

18 Deecesmber, 1944

397th Fighter Sgdn, 358th Pighter Group

1330 .

&area of F-2040, between Duren snd Zulpich

10/10 stratus cloud cover,; bass 12,000', top unlmown.
visibility excellent

Iype of target 3G plus XZ 109*s

Claims Sonfirmiang the claim of Lajor Richard . Leary, ASN 0-90069%4
to ene 14 102 destreyed.

Type of action .
Dete

Tnit

Time of stheck

Place of attsck
heather

L N N T SR TY

Accouwnt of Combat :

I, 2nd Lt. James L. Hubeherson, 4SN 0-829997 was flying Tropic Red +wo on & ground
suppor$ wigsion for the 2iuth Infantry Division on 18 Decembor, 1944, Theradio of Tropie
Leader, Y&jor Hichard u. Leary, 4SN 0-300E54 was out of order so he turnsd the Squsdron
over to lst Lt. Willism C. Olden, ASW 0-738516 just before w2 arrvived st the sarget
area northeast of Zulpich. Red flight was oirrying rockets. &fter I had fired =11 my
rockets snd h#d made seven or eight passes at rowd traffis, the twe Tropic Flights Plying
top cover called in bandits from the south. Red flight irmediately begen to climb towards
the fight which was taking place between 30 plus & 109's =nd our other two flighbs.
vhen we hed reached an altitude of sbout &,000' we sew ¢ single Ly 109 dive down, level
cif, and start around to the left to get on our tails. ¥ajor Leery and I went into
a Lufbury with the s/n, I wouldn't turn with the s/ff snd bajor Leary, so I broks oud
to %he right. As they came around in the next tura, I wes in position %o takes & ¢
degrse deflection shot, I fired « long burst, but observed no hits. I then brokes over
the two sireraft &nd saw Red leader pull up ints very close ranzs of the 3.-109. Eajor
lesry fired s long burst. Ihe &/ rolled over on i%s back snd dove ctraight into the
cround smoking and with pisces flying off it 4ll the way down. I noticed that Kajor
leary®s right wirng tir was bent wnder, but I did not see his plene strike the Bfie

2,

I support ifmjor Leary's cleim to oms ¥k-108 destroyad.

e &Rl raon

JARAS b, BUICHLRSON,
2nd L., 2ir CGorps,
?ilot, 557th Fir Sgdn

1, Combat film exists.
2. Cpubat film was forwsrded to Hq IX TAC on 19 Decewber,
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COMBAT REPQRT *n»* 2nd LIBUTENANT MILTON A. WEINSTEIN *wrxsAisH O-818193

Type of Action H
Date H
Uit H
Time of Attack 3
Place of Attack t
Weather :

Type of Target :
Claims i
Account of Combat :

Combat

18 December 1944

357th Ftr Sqdn - 368th Ftr Gp

13350

Area of F-2040, between Duren end Zulpich

10/1C Stratus cloud cover; base 12000' top unknown;
Viseibility excellent, . i

30 plus ¥Z 109's

one Mt 109 damsgsd

I, 2nd Lt Milton A. Vieinstein, ASN O~818198, was flying Tropic Blue three on a
ground support mission for the 23th Wnfantry Divieion on the 18 December 1544, Ve
were flying in the &rea northwest of Zulpich at about 7,000%, ¥y flight leader was
about to start hie dive bombing run on a train when a formetion of sbout 30,plus
HE 109's was sighted et about 8,000' and to the souths I jettisoned my bombs and
made a climbing turn up over the attacking E/A. I hed resched nearly 13,000 through
& hole in the overcast, when my wingmen cslled that en ME 109 was on his tail, I looked
down and saw them both in a tight twrn to the left., I did a tight bsrral roll and
came out on the tail of the E/A. I fired a burst et sbout 15 degress defleetion and
saw strikes on the left wing root just behind the cockpit. The E/A suddenly broke to the
left and went into the overcaat before I sould gat into range agein, .
I cleim one }& 109 damaged.

l, GCombat film exists.

&

s

LILTON 4. WEINSTEIV
2nd Lt , Air Corpe
Pilot, 397th Fir Sgdn

2. Combet film was forwardsd to Hg IX TAG on 19 Dezember




