L]

. DECLASSIEED
F% DR 52000

'EEEE RN EEE N NN BN N I I I

$ K K K K Kk % % X K KX ¥ X X

»
-
* *
* *»
bd -
» *
% % & %k X % K ¥ K % &k % % ¥ %

PR EE S EEENE SRR
* INSTALLMENT

* TWELVE

* Covering the month of
*

*

*

s

Jenuery 1945
£ KK R A E R E K KSR

* % . % %%
HIS AL
oz

"4 RICHARD H. BLICKENSIERFER

»

*
x
- . -
s First Lieutenant .
-
*
'EEERESE RN NN

L 30 30 BE B SR B BE BE BN IR AR N S R BE R B SR B OE IR IR IR 2R R R

*
*
*
.
»
.
"
»
]
x
»
%
»
*
»
*:.
3
®
L 3
L 3
»
*
L
*
3
»
™
L 2

'EEEEEEERERE™ RN NI R RN

BICLASSIRED
3 DIR 52009

-. !l-x.‘ o




Instellment XIIX HISTQRY OF THE J97TH FIGHTER SQUAIRGY Section "a"

-~

1, CRGANIZATION. ( e.g.; chenges effected by the tremsfer of the unit or by new T/0ta}

HNEGATI

Unit strength as of the 31 Jenuary 1945
OFFICERS ASSIGMED wwwmmm———-w Fifty-nine (59} <
Bif ASSIGHED Two hundred forty-tne (241)
OFFICERS ARTACHED mmwm——wm — Hone (0)
Ei ATTACHED . - Three (3)

STRENGEH N THE LAST DAY OF THE HONTH: S‘EQ? E

AR IVAL AT AND DEPARTIEE FAOM EACH STATION OCOUPED I THE EBTU:

Squadron departed from ALG nwsber 68 (Juvincourt, France); arrived st ALG number
Y54 (Metz, France), o/a 5 January 1545. Move of A/C, equipment, edvance end rear
echelons accomplished in approximately 5 Hays.

Lost in Actions
1st Lt WILLIA® C. OLIEN 13 Jenuary
Maj RICHARD E, IEAHY 14 Jenuery
2nd Lt CHARIE S Jy HUCKE —ewe—cececeeiae 14 January
2nd Lt MILTCN 8, BENIER 14 Januery
2nd Lt CYRIL J, HCNESNY - 14 Jenuary
2nd Lt JAMES M. PRIEN 14 January
2nd Lt ROLAND C. POTIER 14 Jenuery
2pd Lt JAMES E. HUICHERSON ~ce-cmemerawe- 16 Jenuary
1st Lt ROBERT D. CASSADY 22 January

5. AWARDS AND IECRATIONS TO MEMBERS OF THIS UNIT:

2nd Lt Arledge 2nd Lt Horowitz ————= Al
let Lt Arpg —————=—we—ee 1l4th Br OIC to AM 2nd Lt Kalen 2nd Br COLC to AM
lst Lt Baker e~=w——w=eews 7th Br OLC to AM 1st Lt Kerr ee—w——w-- DFC, 8th Br OLC to AM
lat Lt Barker —e-—w~-~——-<7th 8t Br OLC to AM 2nd Lt Kostrack ———-- AH )
2nd Lt Bauer —-——=————-- Tth Br OLG to AM Capt Krause =—-—m———m— 2rd 4th Br OLC to &M
Major Carbine —=—————a——a 3rd 4th Br OLC t0 &M 2nd Lt LeavVoy w——w——— AM .
lat Lt Clary —we——eccec—— AH lst Lt LewWis mecee——— AM
lst Lt Fauley =—=-c——e~ &th Br OLC tc &M 1st Lt Bytrick —-—--— 2nd 3rd Br CLC to AM
l1st Lt Fein e-=mews-—we- 4th Br OLC to AM 1st Lt Sharp ~——=~--= 2nd Br OLC to AM
lst Lt PFrisbie ——-—ee—— 4th Br OLC to0 AM 1st It 800 ~e——we—m - 11th, 12th, 13th ,
let Lt Hamilton -eewe- — 16th Br OLC to AM Br OLC to aM
lat Lt Hogen wew—w——e—-- lst 8ilv OLC to AK 2nd Lt Uterhart SMeew AM

6th Br OLC to &Y 2nd Lt Weinstein ---- lept Sily OLC to aM
1st Lt Horlacher wm—=——— 3rd Silv OLC to AM 1st Lt Yandel ————e- alf

The 368th Group received word on Jenuery 28th that it had rsceived the Preaide:;tial
Unit Citation for its work in destroying enemy transportation on 5 September 1944,
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ALG -~ Juvincogrt, France -- JAN 1 — The Hew Year opened with a day of intense
activity with clear skye and cold sparkling weather. "A" party left early thiw morn-
ing for Metz, leaving skeleton staffs in all depariments here at Juvincourt to handle
the renewed rush of operational esctivity which good weather always brings to a Fighter
Squadron.

The first pission destroyed about twelve railroad cars and tore up a streach of
track southwest of Mayen. Lt Weinstein did a perticularly accurate job, Cn the mission
weres Carbine, Hunt, Hemilton, Arledge, Barker, Thornton, weinstein, Kalen, Xerr, and
Polen,

The second mission completely clobbered a Nazi bivouac area just notth of Irier.
Fifty vehicles were destroyed or damaged.by a good concentration of bombs, Rockets and
strafing accounted for one tank, eight #/T, and two trailers destroyed, and four /T
damaged by Capt Dame; One tank, two :/T destroyed, five #/T and one trailer damaged
by Lt Wright; ona tank end ssven ¥/T destroyed by Lt Patrick; one tsnk, three H/T
degtroyed and five M/T Bameged by Lt Jlary;. Mission pilots were: Olden, Xostrach,
Lewis, : D Sharp, Horlacher, Hucke, Fauley, Xonesny, Dame, Wright, Clary, and Patrick.

Group Special Orders No.l-of this date announca the promotion of Corporal Anthony
de Waleczek to the grade of Sergeant.

JAH 2 ~~ Good weather held today and the squadron got off on a mission this morn-
ing. A marshalling yerd southesst of 3t Vith was bombed destroydng about half of the
forty of fifty cers present and tearing up the tfacks. Twenty-six vehicles including
some tanks were destroyed by rockets and sirafing in this same area., Pilots perticipating
were: Carbine, Hutcherdon, lewis, Uterhart, Bender, Hucke, Baker, and Patrick.

LRI S L Fog and ground haze prevénted any operational activity
* 597TH GETIS A FMEDIC AT * today.

* LAST * Group Special Orders Ho. 2 of this date assigns Captain
w3k * Benjamin W. Jenkine to this squadron as sguadron medic. Japt
* JAN 58D * Jenkins has been associated with the 368th Group for some

* * time, He operated a small recuperation hospital near our for-
* ® ox k& ® K % k% ¥ * % per giation at Chievrea. The gquadron extsnds a hardy welcoue
to Capt Jenkins who replaces Captain 3Baker, Captain Baker was taken ill with diph-
theria in October and was trasferred to he US.

JAN 4 —- Bed weather halted operational activity today. "3" party made ready to
join "A" party as soon as the weatier would allow the planes to.get off the ground.
Ok K koK R R K K Kk & X Y34 -~ Hetz, France -- Our planes got off on a mission
*  SQUADRON  MOVES * this morning and will land at Metz. They bombed and destroyed
* 10 METZ * g train of forty cars near Welschbillig. The mission pilots
he * weret Leary, Polen, Weinstein, PFein, Potter, Wright, Beker,
» JAN 5 * R D Sharp, Kerr, Aunt, G L Bauer, and Horowitz,.
* d "B" Party moved to :etz, France over elippery, ice cover-
¥k K % % % %% % %% % g4 roads, };:g'”f«

JAl 6 -~ Bad weather, no flying attemped. st NS
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) Report Kumber 37 of the Victory CGredits Board, IX TAC, of this dale, confirms the .
destruction of 2 ¥W 190'g and 2 ME 109's by Lt Kerr on 17 December 1944 and places his
claim to 1 #E 109 probably destroyed in the unconfirmed category. It also confirms the
claim made by Lt Egans in behalf of Lt Stoll to one FW 190 damaged on the same dats.
Major Lesry's claim of i ¥E 109 desiroyed on 18 December 1544 is o confirmsd as is
Lt Poiters claim to @ ¥& 109's destroyed on the eame date, ) ECRET

JAN 7 -- Continued bad weather prohibitted flying.

Group Specisl Brders No. 3 of this date announce the assignment of Major John J,
Tuite to this squedron,

JAN 8 -~ Ko operations due to poor wesather,

IX TAC denergl Urders No 1 of 8 January 1945 contains & lerge list of awards made to
pilots of the 397th, The Air uMedal is awarded to Clary, lewis, Yandel, Arledge,
Horowitz, Kostrach, Leavoy, Uterhart, and Wright, and to Jack W. Vhite (14Ia). The second

Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster goes to Kelen, Patrick, X D Sharp, and Exans (#IA). The third
Bronze Osk Leaf Cluster is awarded to Carbine, Krause, and Patrick. The fourth Bronze
Oak Leaf Cluster to Carbine, Leary, Krause, Frisbie, biagini, and Fein. The first Silver
Oak Leaf Cluster is awarded to Lsary, iHogan, and Weinstein., The sixth Zronze Oak Leaf
Cluster goss to Fauley and Hogan. The seventh Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is awarded 1o
Sarker, Baker, Bauer, and Bender. The ninth Bronze Ogk leaf Cluster goes to Barker,
Kerr, Bender, and Cassady. Soc received his sleventh Bronze Ogk Leaf Cluster. FPotter,
Soo, and Stoll(MIA) got their twelfth Bronze Ogk ILeaf Cluster. Soo also recesived his
thirteenth as did Stoll. The fourteenth Broze Ogk Leaf Cluster goes to Arps, Dame, Oldex,
sherp, snd Stoll{#Ii). Horlacher got his Third Silver Oak Leaf Cluster. Hemilton re-
ceived his sixteenth Bronze Uak Leaf Cluster.

JKN 9 -- Bad westher limited operational activity to an unementful patrol mission
along the Moselle River and as far east as Luxembourg. dajor Carbine and Capt Dame took
parte.

Ninth AirForce Special Orders of this date confirm the fact thet Lt David ii. Sharp
had been sent to the IX Tactiwal Air Commend for air support work as reported in the
December History. ’

JAN 10 -~ Low mist hsld our planes on the ground until this afternoon., The mission
finally took off, howewer, and wae highly successful. A group of storehsuses near
Reimbach was was pretty well blitzed by the bowbs, and in the strafing which followed,
over Fifty railroad cars, twenty-three motor wehicles, a barracks and en observation
tower were destroyed or demaged, All members of the sguadron ahared in these totals.
They were: Carbine, Kostrach, tamilton, Wrignt, Barker, Polen, Krause, Thornton, Kalen,
and aArledge.

JAN 11 —< Poor weather »revented operations todey.

JAN 12 -- Squadron Orders ¥o. 1 of this date confirm the assignment of Qapt
Benjamin W, Jenkins as Squadron wedical Officer replacing Capt Frencis F. Baker.

J&N 13 «- Today was one of confiderable operational activity with two successful
missions. The first of these concentratedon railroad facilities in the Heunkirchen
area. The mprshalling yard was bouwbed cutting tracks in four places and desiroying ten
carse Two other points on the rail system were bombed cuiting the tracks and destroying
fifteen more cars. All of the pilots did accurate jobs., They were: Olden, Polen,
Lewis, R D Sharp, dorlacher, Konesny, Fein, Uterhesrt, Dame, tutcherson, Frisbie, and
Patrick.

Lt Olden failed to return from this mission. His plane was hit badly by light flak
in the Homburg area. Other pilots on the mission saw him belly in and run away Irom his
plane. Then he returned to ir possdbly for the purpose of destruction. There was some
dispute about the locatdon of his landing, but it was thought to be ~abou’¥ _ﬂqi’zif'ﬁﬁes'
aouthwest of Zweilrucken. RS
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The second mission concentrated on a stores depot at nodalben about nelf of this
large inetalletion was destroyed. Uarbine, Kalen, Soo, Beker, Kerr, Zauer, Casseady,

tright, Fauley. and Horowitz were the pilots on this mission, :;lzz:j
/ m,
397th.

foday was the darkest in the history o
Briefly, out of twelve blanes dispstched, only six return-
ed to base, Cur planes were bombing the mershalling sards
at Neuetadt when they were bounced by sbout forty #E 109's
and twenty Fn 190's., A later check revealsd that the control-
ler had sant out a warning bur it wea not received b¥ our
sguadron, Particulars on the action are lacking. Other
pilots on the mission hesrd over the x/T that Lt Potter
was on fire and was going to belly in., Lt Polen was heard to sey thet he would Dave to
beil out. But nothing wharsoeved is known sbout the fate of the other four migsing
pilots, Major Leary, Lt rfucke, Lt 2ender, and It Honesny, The sguadron has suffered e
severeblow in the loss of these six pilote. kiajor Leary wss our operations officer as
well as one of our most aggressive pilots and was one of the best liked offigers in the
sguadron. He ig from Annapolis, Md.

Lt Potter was one of the older group of pilots having joined the squedron while
it was stztioned in England, His home was Arnold, ilebraska.

Lt Bender had been with the sguadron since it gfled to ke continent, His home was
Ssugus, California. The otherg missing on this mission were comparatively recen
additions to the squadron. Lt ducke wes from Benille, Texas; Lt Konesny from idarrisburg,
Pe; and Lt folen from Clinton, Ii1.

The second mission of the day managed to scrape togetner eight planes and tale
off on & "scramble" mission in support of the Third vorps. They bombed = troop conceri—
tretion with many vericles near Clerf wreeking great destruction. Capt Krsuse and 4t
Thornton did most of the sirafing and accounted for two tanks and four trucks., @n the
mission were: Krmuse, Thernton, Soo, Kalen, Barker, Hutcherson, weinstein, end Arledge,

There were also two uneventful patrol sorties flown.ferr, Hutcherson, Baker, and
arledge, flew the first of these, and Frisbie and Horowitz teamed up witn two pilots
of the 3$5th on the second,

* o% o m ok E ow R K B Ok ok % ok om owm

* O PLAMES GET BOUNCED ,

* nOST SEVERE LOSSES OF AWY
D&Y 50 FaR

BAU Ex #¥* 30Mno3
14 JAJUARY

»
*
*
t 3
»
»
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JAN 15 — Today was snother of great activity with two ten ship missiong teking
Place. The first of these consisted of an accurate bur mneventful bombing of tne mershal-
ling yard at Jeustadt. Misaion pilots were: Carbine, dutcherson, Lewis, Leavoy, sorlacher,
Xostrack, Hgmilton, Hogan, BDame, and wright

#eather closed &n on the second mission and ourplanes had to bring their bombs
back to baee because of inability to find tatgets through the heavy overcast. Pilots
werek Kreuse, Arledgze, Barker, Uterhart, Sharp, Cassady, Kerr, :ihornton, 3auer, and
Horowitz,

Four missions kept all persomnel busy todey. The first
was an uneventful patrol by Deme and Beuer.

Cn the second mission three marshelling yerds inthe
Heustadt area were very accurstely hit., Iwo warehduses
and several other buildings were destroyed and muck roll-
inf stock as well as considerable damagedto the rail lines.
Krause, Thornton, Frisbie, Kalen, Cassady, Kostrach, Baker,
Sharp, Kerr, Horowitz, ‘Hogan, and Clary tookpart.

* oW ok oK ok ok o B K K KRR B M W

AHOTHER DOGFIGHT £UTCH& =

EASUT LOST wxswex<w ¥

*

16  JANUANY x

E 3

L 3

L B O e,

The third migsion returned tothe mershalling yard at weuetadt tearing up more of the
track end destroying at least fifty cars. Suddenly without warning from @}5 controller

our planes were bounced by forty Fii 190'a and twenty »& 1094 i ST
Ty, l&‘,gﬁ'

»
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»
*
*
*
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from up sun. The circumstances were very simular to those of the disasterous mission
of Jan 1l4th. In the dogfight which ensued Lt Hutcherson was shot down, but only after
he had destroyed one of the «E 109's. His plene crashed and it is not thought that he
was able to bail out. Lt Hutcherson was & popular newcomer to ke sguadron, He had besn
with us about two months. His home was dcron, Ohio. Pilots on this mission were;
Csrbine, Leavoy, Weinstein, PFetrick, Berker, dutcherson, Sco, Lewis, fdorlacher, Arledgs,
Fein, end Fauley.
Lts Frisbie and Horowitz Flew an umeventful fetrol mission in the afternoon,
Squadron Qdders Ho, 2 of this date appoint 2nd Lt John H. Keil Tech Supply and
Ass't Engineering Officer in addition to his other duties. Capt Krause is appointed = -
#@suadron Operations 8fficer. Lt Barker is relisved as Operations. Officer,.and made
Flight Commander of "M Flight. He is also made Awards and Decorations Officer, Lt
Frisbie is appointed as his assistant together with Lt Uterhart. Lt Cassady is appointed
“D" Flight Commander, and Lt Bausr '&! Flight Commander. Capt Howsrd, Lt 3lickensderfer,
Lt.Ludwig, M/Sgt Gray, M/sgt Jones,.and T/Sgt Bernes ere appointed Venereal Diseass
Control advisors,

| SECRES
JAN 17 -- Bad weather kept all planes grounded today. o
Group Special Crders No 5 of this date send Lt Glery to Faris for soven daye
bombing tactics training,

JAH 18 — No operations due to inclement weather,

JAN 19 -~ The weather finelly lifted endught for our planes to get off this afier-
aoon, but conditions over the tgt area were so poor that all bombs had to be brought
bacit. Thoss flying were; Carbine, Thornton, Soo, Hogan, Cassady, Humt, Patricl, Sherp,
Horlacher, Fein, Frisbie, and Weinstein,

droup Speciel Orders Ho, 6 of this dete essign two new pilots to this squadron,
They area 2nd Lt iewell B. Woodworth snd 2nd Lt Eugene F. Buck. Lt Olmstead is appointed
to the Ufficers Club Council,

EXE K Kook ok Foor weather over the target area prevented our planes
from taking off todsy.
ENLISTED VENS Bnlisted men of this organization have at last been given
* space for a club of their own, It is a large room up under tne
OLUB TO OFEN rafters on the fourth floor of their barracks building. The
squadron carpenters under the direction of Sgt idomen, toget-
* ¥ her with the voluntary help of all interested personnsl, are
FAEAEE R Aok oxon decorating and furnishing it. The club, whicn so far has not
been given a nawe, will have a bar serving beer and liguer in tne evening hours. There
will also be an amble nimber of tebles for cards and letter writing and easy chairs for
relexation, there has been & great need for such a club esspecially since we have been
stationed in M6tz with its curfew at Q000 hours, and it is sure to be a big success.

JAN 21 — Continued bad weather kept aur plenes grounded today.

Enlisted men of the organization have completed & collection for the purchase of
two one hundred dollaer War Sonds. They are to be pressnted to the nesrest of Kin of
Sgt Herril O, Holmes and Cpt wichel T, ysydos, Sgl Holuwes was killed in & trucs eccident
on kovember twanty-first . Upl daydos loat nis life due to the misfiring of a rocket
on the line Decexber fifteenth,

LR R N R R
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* BIGEST TOLL OF =% 4 return of ggod weather brought a day o% ¢

* NAJI VRHICLES SINGE » activity. ie coniinued in our support of the Fourth Infan-
*
*

FALAISE try Division with two missions. wn the first of these, Serum

Squadron celled 'in a hug¥ jem of Jazi vehicles trying to

* withdraw from the Ardennss salient. dedium bombers had

R OXME 2 oK K X ow ok o®ox % ® imocked out bridges on the main roads of the German reireat

across the Qur River, and all groups of IXX TAC took part in the orgy of destruction of

the stalled Nazi motored cdlums, Our squadron accounted for 76 destroyed and 64 dauag-

ed.s The 368th Group was the high ecorer of IXX TaC. Jdroup destroyed over 600 vehicles

during the day end the total for XX TAC was over 2,700, Cur individual claims were:

Krause and Horowitz ; 5 MT destroyed, 20 dameged. Hamilton: 35 destroyed. Patrick: 8

destroyed, 15 damaged, Lewis: O destroyed, Sharps 5 destroyed. Thoranton: 5 destroyed, 3

damaged, Barker and Uterhart: 8 destroyed including two tenks, 20 damaged. Lt Caassady

2 destroyed, 6 damaged, .

Lt Jessady's plane was badly nit by the intense lignt flelk grarding the vehicles,
de was forced to bely in st a point midwey betwsen the front line and our bomb line.
The situation was fluid et this point and it is not inown whether he foll into enemy
hands. Lt Cessady was one of the oldest and most popular pilots in the squadron, dis
home is Hamlet, Ind.

Pilots on the flirst mission were: drauge, Horowitz, Hamilton, Patrick, Barker,
Uterhart, Fauley, Arledge, Cassady, Thornton, Lewis, snd X D Sharp.

Weather closed in over tne krget this efternoon preventiing the second mission from
finishing off ths remainder of the vehicles, However, one group of bombs was seen to
heve destroyed from 20 to 30 gehicles. fiaj Carbine destroyed four by strafing , Lt Kerr
one and two gun positions and Iits Wright and Weinstein four more.

Hission pilots were: Carbine, Koetrack, weinstein, Wright, Bauer, Leavoy, Kerr, xunt,
Frisbie, and Fein,

Horlacher, Arps, and Koenig flew an uneventful patrol mission.

JAN 25 ~~ Today we continued our support of the fourth Infantry Diwvision by
bombing two -small towns near the rapidly diminishing Ardennes salient, At least twenty
gehicles were deetroved in the First of these towns and several in the other., idajor
Carkine destroyed 12 LT hy strafing, Lt Lsavoy one »T and two flak positions, Lt Lewis
Kaix tanks, five trailers, and eight horse drewn vehicles. mission pilots were; Carbine,
Hord, Lewis, Thornton, Beuer, Leavoy, nogan , and Kalen. )

R OK K ko ook ok ow ok oo

5/837 WITHERSPUGH * Snow end haze halted all opérational activity today,
* GETS A BREAKR * 4 verbal order from the Uommanding deneral of the IKX
* * TAC gave 8/Sgt elvin J, witherspoon an unexpected ten day

* furlough in tne fmited States today. The news came as a cou~

* plete surpriss to 8/8zt Witherspoon and caught him pretty
PR X R owox ko %% % % ghort, Through the generousity of the enlisted men and admine
istrative officers of the sguadron, a fund of over one hundred forty dollers was raised
to send 3/8gt Witherspoon on his Way. A smell reception was alao f£iven For him at the

club. ‘ 7,
SELRE S
JAN 25 «— Continued snow kept ell planees groundsd today. bl
dan 26 — The heevy overcast finally broke sufficient}y to allow our planes to get’
off this afternoon., But conditions over the terget eres were 8o poot that our planes had
to bomb an unidentified target through the clouds with the aid of tue grouid controller,
Cn this mission were; Krause; Le Grand, Soo, Horowitz, Barker, nalpin, fendel, snd
arledge, *

*  JANUARY 24
®

(K]
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vAd 27 -— Heavy snow grounded all planes today. SEC RE’“;:
J&ll 28 ~- Gontinued snow. 5o opersticns. i
JAN 22 — Two missions today continued to cripple the kezi iransportation fescilities,
The first of these concentrated on a marshalling yard near EKaiserlautern wheré several
cuts on the tracke were scored with ten to twenly cers destroyed and twenty %o thirty
others demeged. siission pilots werey Carbine, Soo, Horowitz, Kerr, smunt, Frisbie, snd

© Uterhart,

The second mission bombed s group of about eighteen vehicles in the 3t Vith arss des-
troying or demsging sll. It was carried aut in conjunction with planes of the 595th and
59th, Cur pilots on the mission werei Krause, Halpin, Horlacher, Kostrach, Weinstein,
end Vright,

JaX 30 — Another anow storm bestted sll operations today,

JAl 31 = HRain and low hanging clouds todey brought this wonthe operasticns to & close
with e day of inactivity. It has been a month of greal successes and severe losses, The
greet winter Russian offensive, which continues to steam-roller all derman opposition in
the east, gives us all renewed hope that the end of this portion of the great conflict
is not fgr off.




CORNFIDENTIAL

HE ADQUARTERS
IX TACTICAL AN COMMAND
HEPOKT ) apd 595, U 3 Army

/ .
NUMBER ) B7 CONFIKMATION OF VICTCRY CREDITS BOARD * AR 6 Jenuary 1545

The " Confirmation of Victory Credits Board ", as appointed by par 3, SO
231, this heedquarters, deted 31 Decenber 164k, awards victory credits
claims to the Pollowing officers this commend:
: VICTRY CUFIRIMED URCONFIREED
N&E GROUP SQDN DATE ,CLAIM VICTRY VICTRY E/A PLAE RE:ARKS
194 p PDMD P DM D E Di
x kW % K K K % % % & % kK . x % 5
1st Lt Willdem M, ..~
Kerr 368 1If/=12 20 02 0 0 © O FW 190 Prum KHone
Area

1st Lt Williem M,
Kerr 3 17«12 21 Q02 ;O ¥ 109 Prum
Area Hone
2nd Lt Frederick
@s Stoll, Jr 17-18 H.I.4.0 O Fd 190 Prum
Area Claim submitted by
Lt Evans.
Hejor kichard E,
leary 3 18-12 10 01 HE 109 Duren
Area None
lst Lt Roland C.
Potter "18-12 20 02 108 Duren
Area Hone

RN £33 ok L 32 ] L2 17
. MEMBERS APFROVEDS
ELIas H. WAREEHN, Lt Col, AC By command of Major General QUESADAs
(JAMES A. HEDGPETH, MAJGK, AC :
( HARRY K. JAMES, CAPT, AC
. A.C.KINCATID
PHILLIPS MELVILIE Brig Gen, USa
Colonel, Air Corps Deputy C.G.-Adm
Pres of Board

4 4 RE copY V

RICHARD H. BLICKENSIEKFEK
1lst Lt, Air Corps
397th Ass't S-2 Officer.

-,
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CQBAT HaPQIT OF FIAST LIEUENANT SECRGE L, BAIER #swskssskigr 0704660

Combat

14 Jenuary 1945

397th Fighter Ssuedron -— 368th Pighter Group

1010 -

ares of Neustadt :

Tergetl erea clear, visibility good —— 15 to 20 milse
south of tsrget eresa, overcast from 3,000' to 4,000!
50 plus ME 129%s, FW 190%'s, end "longnose® FW 190%s.

Tvps of Action
Date

it

Time of Atteck
Place of Attack
Weather

L TR T S

Typs of Taerget

3
Olaims + Two "longnose” FW 190!'s destroyed R
Account of Combat : . .

I, lst Lt George L. Bauer, ASN 0-704660, was flying Tropic Yellow three on an
armed raconnaiseance mission on the morning of 14 January 1945, At 1010 hours & fow
riles east of Neustsdt, Blue Tesder called in many bandids coming in from suwi-up.
They were identified as fifty plus ¥E 109's and Fv 190!'s. We were flying at 12,0001

and sterted to climb. Immediately, two F#¥ 190's ceme in on our tail. I called a
break left in order to evade them, When we were clear, we pressed attacks om several
groups of from three to six E/4, but each time we were forced to breek away because
of more E/A coming in. Then thrse FY 190's attacked from head on. I fired at ons of
then until he passed underme, I turned to get en théir tiil,.and saw that-ths éne
et which I had fired had rolled over and burst into flames, He fell to the earth
like @ ball of fire completely envolopsd in flemes, The pilot did not bail out
before the plane creashed. .
Later in the Tight I got on the tail of another FW 1%0. I fired a short burst
at him and saw numerous hits on the BE/A's wingroots snd fuselege, and smeke trailed out.
The E/A slowed uz and I closed in firing consiently. Piedes flew from his wing end
tail, He fell into e spiral and spun down to the ground, I watched the plsne all the
wey down till it hit the ground and exploded. The pilot did not beil out.

I claim two FW 190's destroyed, Both wsre of the "longnose" type.
. = )

/ /;v’;"éj,&a-z/‘ .
@ L. BAER

Yat Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 597th Ftr S«dn

1, Combat £ilm exists.
2. Combat film was forwarded to He XIX TAC on 15 January 1545,




CONTFIDENTIAL

STATEMENT OF PIRST LIBUEHNANT WILLIAM G. HORLACHEX, 0-802299, IN REGARD
TO ‘MHE DESTRUCTION OF ONE }E 109 BY SECQND LIEUTENANT JASES B, HUTCHERSON,
0-829997 (MIA 16 JAN 1945)

A. Type of Action 1t Combat

3. Date t 16 Jan 45

C. thit t 397th F3, 358 FG

D. Time of Attack : 1455

E. Plece of Attack 1 Neustadt areg

F. Weather t 1/10 covey patches of alto stratus. Vis fair to good.

G. Type of T rget : 40 FW150's and 20 ME109's

H, Claims - t 397th Fighter Squadron claims one ¥ME109 destroyed in
benalf of 2nd Lt Jemes E. Hutcherson, 0-829397, MIA
16 Jan 45.

I. Account of Combat: ’

I, st Lt William G, Horlacher, 0-802299, was leading Tropic Blue
flight on & Dive Bombing and Heconnaisance Mission on 16 Jan 45. I followed
Tropic Red and Yellow flights into their dive bombing run on the warshalling
yards at Heustadt, Germany. ihile pulling up after the run, we were attacked
by several two ship elements of ME109's, The Pight had been going on for
about two minutes, whén I saw a fifth P47 at our level, about 8000, engaging
an }E109 that was coming in &t about 7O degrees. I could gee hits being made
on the P47 nesr the right wing root. As the two aireraft passed, the right
wing of the F47 ceme off and the ship spun to the ground sbout ten miles
southeast of NWeustadt, The }MelO9 turned over on its hack in & snap roll, and,
smoking very badly, went into a spin to the right. It crashed end exploded about
five miles south of the P47,

At the time the P47 was hit end lost a wing, 2nd Lt James E,
Hutcherson, 0-82%9997, called over the R/T that he was hit and going down.
Since tnere were no other claims of enemy aircraft destroyed, and no friendly
aircraft other than Tropic squadron took part in the fight, I believe that
Lt Hutcherson was responsible for the destructicn of one MelO9.

J. Ammnition expended : mknown.

i & it

WILLIAM G. HQRLACHER
1st Lt, Adir Corps
Pilot, 397th Fighter Squadron

l, For 2nd Lt James E. Hutcherson, 0-829997, MIA 16 Jan 45
2, Combat £ilm does not exist.

CONFIDENTIAL




‘é CONFIDENTIAL - De=Beel

STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEWENANT BCB V, BARKBER, ASN O~763463 IN REGARD
70 TiE DESTRUCTION OF OB Mz 109 BY SECOND LIBUTENANT JAMES E. HUTS
CHERSCN, ASN 0-829997 { HM.I.A. 16 JANUSRY 1945 )

A. Type of Action Gombat

B. Date 16 Jenuary 1345

Ce Unit 5397th Fighter Seuadron, 368th Fighter Group

Ds Time of Attack 55

E, Place of aAttack - Neustadt area

Fo Veather 1/10 cover, patches of alto stratus. Visibility fair to
good

Ge Type of Targei 3 40 FW 150%s and 20 }E 109's

Hs Claimas 397th Fighter Squadron claims one ¥E 109 destroyed in
behalf of 2nd Lt James E. Hutcherson, ASN 0-829997, HIA
16 January 15

Ie Account of Combat 1

I, 1st Lt Bob V. Barker, ASN 0-763463, 397th Fighter Squadron, 368th Fighter Group,
was lsading Tropic Yellow fligh%t on a Dive Boubing and Recconnaissance Mission on 15
January 1945, After proceeding north from Landeu to Neustadt, Germany, it was decided
to bomb the marshalling ¥ards at Neustadi, Following Trogic Red flight, Yellow flight
approached from the northeast, then bombed to the northesst and pulled back up to the
northwest. Blue flight went in to boub to the southwest, and while in the bomb run,
Blue flight four called-in attacking enemy aircraft. Yellow flight continued to cliuwb
from about 8,000' to the south, observing several two ship elements of wmemy airsraft
in that general direction and probably 5,000 above, Blue flight was calling for help,
and I turned toward a group of aircraft, which I believed included elements of Blue
flight, just south of Neustadt. As I closed on the group, an }& 109 in front of me
and slightly to the right was sttacking a P 47 from an angle of about 70 degrees from
the front. I observed strikes on the right wing root of the P 47, and less than a
ascond later, as the flight paths of the two air craft seemed to intergect, & large
sedtion of wing came off one of the sircrafi, and the & 109 rolled to the right and
spun downward smoking. At the same time, I heard someone szy on the R/T that a P 47
was going-down. Throughtout, I had been accompanied by another aircraft which I
believed to Bs mp wingman, 2ad Lt Jemes E. Hutcherson, ASN 0-829997. Later however,

I called to him and learned that it was Tropic Yellow three, lst Lt Msnuel XK. Soo, ASHN
0-315407,

After the enemy was first called in, I had no radio contact with ny wingmen, Lt
Huteherson, nok did hs return from the mission. There were no other claims of a des-
troyed enemy aircraft in the squadron. There were no other friendly air craft in the
encounter. Therefore I believe that Lt Hutcherson was responsible for the desiruction
of an M@ 109, ’

Je Ammmition expended ¢ Unknown

g A Tk
BOB V. BARKER

lat Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Fir Sedn

1. For 2nd Lt James E. Hutcherson, ASN 0-829957, MIA 1§ January 1545,
2. GCombat film doés not exist,

SONFIDENTIAL




_ L

afPidentisel

397th FS 5-2 RBeport of Dive Dombing and Armed Recce Kission

Ops Ord Ho $iss wo -E1-3 1 Jan 44 iss for Day 1
Dive Bombing and Armed recce mission in area of Adenaw, Siazig, Andernash,
Burzean, and Cochem.
B -368 F3, 397 TS 12 8/ disp no sborts
G- TUp 1053, Cross B/L on wey in 1130, TOT 1210, Oross B/L on wey out 12IC, Down 1314,
- Wil /8 rockets ret Lo bmse
- Bx2x50C G%s 1/10 nose 1/40 teil 2x4x3 in AR AT rockets. 16 bombs in tgh
The sqin contmcted RIPSAS who had mo tgts for Them. The, sizhted two rakes of
cars st L3679 sbout 15 mi SW of layen. There -wers sboudb 156 cars in one group
and 10 in the other., All 15 bombs were droppsd ou thes= carss Lt Weinstein
scored & direct hit on cns of takes and there wers six psar misses. Ik is
belisved thes at lsaght half o £ the cars were dest or deammged. The track was
cut in two or thres places. The armed recce was them completsd without incident
except for the calling ir of several gropps of ULogies noze of whom were identified as
being ©/ne
Evy mod inace flsk at Bittturg L1353
A brain of 20 cars hesded for Koblenz was sighted 3Z of Koblenz at L8792, It
was nob abbacked because the curs were empby and there wers bogies present.
Thars wes no road traffic observed on the racce.
Undercast 4/10 stratus bass 3500 top £000' vis ezoellens
Sgdn cods not used
Ground conbtrol not used

Pombs : Carbins Iunt Hamilbon Ariadge

Barker Thnornton Weinstein ¥alsn
Rockets: Kerr Polen.

Congidential




Confidentinl

397th FS S-2 Hpt on Arped Recoe and D/5 Miseion Sqgdn liss No 530

4 - €ps “rd No _X lise Ho %iGl-S 1 Jsn 44  Kiss for Day 2
frmed Hecos and D?B Migelon in srea of Adenau Sinzig Anderasch Berger Coohenm.
866 F5 297 FS 12 a/o disp no aborts
Up 1420 COr B/L on wef in 1485 TOT 1520 ¢r B5/1 out 181C Down 1706
3 -
&x2x500 GP 1/10 nose 1/40 tail  4x4x6 in AR zkI rockets. 16 bombs end 16
rockets in tgt ares.
Sqda oontaoted RIFSAW 3 who dirscted them to a bivousc arwe &t 1246360 sbout
S mi ¥ of Trier. 16 bombs were dropped in this ares. 14 bombe wure well
concentrated in & group of &0 motor trucks &ll of which were destroyed or
damaged. The two flights alsc strafed this mrea. Lt Sharp, kD, dest by
strafing 1 ¥/T and 1 stsff car. Lt Lewls deat 1 truck. 16 rookets wurs
fired on e concentration of trucks and $anks at I4046. Capt Demw and Lts
Fright Clary mnd Fatriok each dest 1 tank with their rookets. Thuir strafing
cleims were: Capt Dame 8 3/T and 2 traiders dest, 4 1/7 dam. Lt Wiright 2 3/7
do:;r 5 M/T end 1 trailer dsm. it Matriock 7 /T dest. Lt Clary 3 ¥/T dest
6 ¥/T qam.
Lt int insce flaic at Trier ¥/Y
1t wk fairly eco flsk at 12337
Evy int aco flak at F8267
Arty positions were seen at L2035 with trench work in front of them.
7/10 strato curnlus baso 3000 top 4000 vis good
Sgdn code aot used
Ground oontrol good

Bombs: Olden, Eostrash, Lewis, RD Sharp

EHorlscher, Hucke, Fauley, Xonosny
. Roukets: Dame, Wright, Clary, Patrick.

Confideatiel
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397tk S-2 Rpt of Armed Recce and D/B Mission 5gdn ¥iss Fo 331

Cps Ord Ko Hiss No TiSl-4 irst Mission fot Day 1}4’"’-\ /?‘Pr

Armed Reccs end D/B in area of Wittlich Tlazkenhein and Cochem.
312 a/c disp mo mborks
B/L in 1200, TOT 1215, Cr B/L out 1355, Down 1£21.

dam by flsk ocat "ASY
£x2x300 CP 1/10 nose 1/20 a3l 4x4x5 in AR MIT Dockets. 15 bombs in tgd
aren, ome re% Lo bass, 7 rocksis in tzb ares, 9 rockets ret to base.
Sqdn conbactsd RITSAW 3 whc directed them to & /Y et 77378, about 6 mi SE
of 5t Vith. 15 bombs were dropned in the 1:5/’ » 40 th 5C cars wers prssent
of which half wore damaged or destroyed. A powerhouse at the SI corner was
damezsd,. On & roaé 1 to £ mi W of this tgt 7 rookets were fired whigh dest
1 tank end 1 commmnd oar and demaged 1 X/T. Capt Krause and Lt Sooc fired the
rockess. 1In strefing on the same rosd Red fiight dem or dest 10 tanks end
vehisles. Lt Benders flight dest 1 recoum car and 5 X/Ts. It Kelen dest
1 steff cer end 1 2%/T. Lt Soo dem 5 small wvehicles.
Bvy mod flek of unknown acc af 5% Vibh.
Lt int ace flak at P7380.
It int acc flak et P5481.
1t mod fiask at PB674.
1
10/10 overcast over tgh ares strabus base 350C top 550C vis 8 o 10 mi.
¥od rime ieing in cleuds.
Code not used.
RITSA. 3 was definite but inacczrata by 12 to 15 mi.,

Bombs; Carbine, Iutcherson, Fellitesex, Uterhars
Bender, Iicke, Eaker, Peirick.

Rockets; Krause, &Lrledge, Soo, Kalen.




332

597th Fighter sgdn 5-2 /ipt on a Armed recce and dive bombing mission ~ Sqdn #ission 331~

3 Jan 1943

A

2,
Ue

Ds
Eeo

F.
Q.
H‘
'
Js

BluBsSs

AUCK 1l

Jpas O Ho » Mdssion No #5l-d -« . igsion No

irmed Recce in the aream of Bittburg, Pelm, Kohem,

at L213595, alightly east of #elschbillig.
368th Fir Up == 597th Ftr Sgdn =~ 12 A/G —~Diap
U&t 1050 == Crosssd b/line on way in at 1105 -
out at 1145 -- DONE: 1226,

Nil,

8 x 2 x 5)001b GP bombs inkt nose 1/40 tail ~ &
second fixed base fuse, 16 bosbs in tgt area —
Sur plenes bombed s train of forty freight cars
Welschbillig. No engine was seen, 15 boumbs were
were excellent,4ll our pilots did

Strafing:s major Leary destroyed 1 wi at & 162355 , sligutl,

Light very weax very inacc flak ab u 1533,

For day M. —= 3 Jan 45,
and Trier, Dive bomb of a train

- o Aboris,
TUrt 1120 < Orossed b/line on way

x & x > i onark I roexets 13/1000
15 rockets returned to base wa

at L213375 siigntly east of

dragped on t.ue irain, and the resulis

very well in the boambing,

soutneast of sanlendor £,

Awo jeeps were seen in the tgt sres itney were not attscked beeause a better tgt was &

seen,

9/10 cloud coverage stratus clouds base 1U00! top

Sgdn code not ussds
Ground cunirel was very gg £ good,

Lesny
2ok
A

2ULER
via JGAT
AUl

Fo fis
A D Sibke
Wi SAdua

nin IS T8 I
Bhasn

WiLnown ~= vigibility wnlimited,
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LvaBl

Jes 2 so ; wission o, o oaBulan O JUT day b . e Y ocaa B ee

Jur :lanea weres wsetoreg on % ar wdssion by ol i Waree, Ley flew in an
ar: north of ithe couairy of Luxex os inen buey i bo ttelivae L34Sy,
siskiecn {AB6h2 ), then ssutn to tae eity &f Luxestuury 433%pY l.o.ls, end then
almost to merzig{.2025), &b »f4{ 0628} thoy turned buek to the .osells niver.

they Fflew down the river t. ihipnville (UGAhg ), ihen thsy flew to .stm,

3olith Ftr dp e- 327th £tr Gudn e 2 440 Sigp e 0 ABOrEs e

UPt 1245 ww Downi 1340

411

3ee 4 shove,
s 1

41l

10/12 eloud coversge — Low stratus eiduiz w— witn Tegged bese — .ass gensrally
at 1,800' gxbove sea laval o, wmkavwhe =— vasabliity a9 1.uxr 1o iive wiles
avay frou snow siowers and Lolnls . U waish cioutu and ailis ast, ke were ueny
points sl whitca tue slouds wires 4iv . cily, oa tue 73l topss ob .elz mEBex svue

blue sy was sera. -1 sowe galntes the clowdu wers Ligmter ua.ots, wste al otbsrs,
returally tae overcaoolh was vhiass ki whdse plech ., Lacse wsds oIBoi: sb .e%iz oaly.
300w SUOWEYE wErs epnsownlised,

agdm epze 0T uwzed,

sround Jomtrel R lowuy sliee way goode-

ek a

Cuvn PIDEBERTIAL
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JFTHh FEr sgdn e=2 apt on 8 armed recce, dive bonkring end racxe i £iring wiopion =
w0 aission 0, 534 -= 10 don G

“pns J o, 3 ASRAION . w L) s dmzion a0l £or dAy i s 1o Jon A6 -
armsd reces o J in tue sres of sserdrucken, .ebaci, ~BY¥elge iridr, .ohfelden,

ahd ditweller. = 2ive boshing end rooket firing,

Z5Bth Flghter ap == 357th .47 wgdn ~e 10 &4/ Lisp == 0 Dorts ee

G 1547 —w Urossed b/line on wsy in at A0S e T {for boubs s 323 (Tor rockeind
1630 ~~ Urossed b/line on way oub at 1815 me SUans 1842,

a1l

6 x 2 x 001b w2 Jusds Inst nooe, LA40 i) m- 4 x & x Y me Lisvz . Tociots 1x/1000
sscond fixed base fuss - 10 buzbs in 3t areg -

ur planes wers directed by Jaiifull {20in orps; to boud what Faiifull eaid wes

¢ dump ené sdorshousse{ls buldinge) st B . 277950 neer Ki feimsbach. 10 bashs
wers dropped here end aix bulldings were damaged. iwo bozbe were drogpsd in the
town of keimsbach and o bullding was nite asjor o rbime mny i nosirach, wrighi,
and Barker sapscially distinguisned toemselves in the bonving.

“njor sarbines Flight sirafed 7O %o 7 railrosd cers in tue sras.of WAdlb. inoss
cars ware in aix groups. 40 enginss wers nsspn. S5J cera wers dgusged. wapt arauss’e
Plizat end Lt's apmilton and wrignt strafed 2 20 u¥ in the area of JAZE200. i
wers destroyud. Lapt creuses Plight pirafed mnd seored good nits on & berracke at
4517, “wo 8%, one which wes burn.ng ond ths“other of which nad been strafed wsre
ths objaet of one pass by iie salen, and  rlsdze, ihess . worelocsted at i 415,
wept drsuse strafod and scored good hits on an observation towar at i 418200,

Lts Zarker and <olen atrafed and demsyed one vohlels® sl LI0S159. vept rrause

and Lis inornton; Kaldn, and irledgs fired all tmeir rockets in the arss of & 4218,
Tney fired at the cars strafed in tnet mrea. iwo tracis ware cat and oné rallruoad
car were dsstroyed.

4 baraggs § very inten, insce, 2J ma flek was ubssrved at L iz,

nten, inece, light flsk at 1525151, .

ahiat wes thought to be a & 47 was wsen on tne ground al <3112, The plane was
comperatively in tact. Iwe ractangler objects seperated®by an nsrraw ewpty space
were seon &t L JI12. it wes thnought that the srea was a bivouac. 4 long tank wes
ssen et L 4022, 4 steff car wae assen at LA020. all the ronds inm the tgt area were
wall treveled. «ud waa ssen on some of tas roads. iroops hed evddently campdd in the
field beside the romds end then brought mud back to the roads. hven tns sazilest
trails wore marked by tracka., Two fires wore ssen to the left of ihe road at L 428200,
ware 20 4T were strafed, It was thought tnat they werckaw tvwo burning veanicles.

Io the emst of the izt arsa: 10/10 cloud coverage stratus slouds- bese 5000 to 60003
top 5500 to 6500' <= visibility good -~ sntw showsrs were noted to ihs eaat of the
tgt area .

Ggdn cods not useds

dround control by failfull was good.

BlaiBds uskarE RGATa AU L dfddnTald floe JEHE
Bihgnag HLaN
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diem UPOB W KO, s alesion oe Yol 1=1S we ldnsiin lo. fOr iy Ulibee 14 Gan 35
aupgori for Pinkpiz{rd uorps), at 06222 = uive Soabing =
soetn tr 3D - 587U FUY ages— O 4w Ji8p ww & abOTis -- (ice 204i36 of one plans
cut oft and the pilot nad 4o ¢buri, nis ebzent liudsr auedazay, o4 nls D02 j, e
usy 15ud e= Urossed B/line ou way in 2 1020 == Todt 1,48 = uvronsdd L/line on way
out et 1) ee wds 15951 ==
a@ 40 daanged by aa e veb "ot e-
L x 2 x S0Ulb WP Soubs - inst nose - 1/4%0 tail == l< boubs in tgl arse - & bombs
returned to deae by soortives, e .
wr planes contacted Finiply, sluspag assiywd au defiaite tit, 23 dirssted our slones
to Llarf, F7383 and inatructed taea is obssrve activiiy v fiww saat of i towa,
Lothing was wotads Jur plemes then boubed o soacenir.biog of trogps and alout tea
vehicles {frucks and smaller veslcles) in = woods af 77052, 12 bowds airs drogped
nare, uné bi;, fire =as oluwrted In bis wisuise o o su:Cuu.place in tie woods dhere
»a3 a coluwm of snoke that was uol v.db 30248, 4.3 Boulia weie wall agaifored, ihers
were good Lits on & clusber of velhicles. A 47 wilca Gid ast selong to our sguagon
perticipated inthe boubing end dropped tws bombse inia » 47 Aad a black aose and
blacic stripus sa tae horizsatel lail ulsas, It was carrgdng a bally tanc.
strafings wact arause and ok ibornton gada teo strafing pasees i s rosd in fne
woods Boibed by owr plaaes, iney drstroped onmo truck at S770853, ey destroysd
anstner true: ab o 775685,. vapb uranee dmaaged two tanks sl o« oo, vt wrauze
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“ag T AIBUSE AN Lo LATOn d8siroged a4 truex at B 320829, ihe blac nosed 2 47
meatlonvd adave garvicipated iy tne firat iwo slvaling aoe8s= resulls WL Wi, =
dvy mdd ace A4 inthe ares af o BOS5 == lignt inten sce au inthe ares of JBO55 . -
Avy sod ace sd ab Clurl, J 7855, light wod moo a4 in tne o.ea oi SE57,
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SHtAEtr sqdn hpt on B araed waces and Live YR Ang leeidn me 1. cBn G ee

sl cdsaion Lo. 452

Fl-
dee

Hem

wPAY o O, y e dgEion 3. ades olezlom oz por R N O T

AL wooe and LAVE 5305aGg ~AS0ia em ARCE aus & - Eaburg . woLeer lautern,

“euaetsdt; selvetzingen, wandme, snd adhurg. Jdtermeie tglooae dupot neer R HEL S S o - )
¢-59583 J.wsatner prevented aocanplilen®nt of tnie Liseisn.

350tn oty apee HO73M BLF Lqdn e L0 H IBAp me L0 BOVEL -

W€ J4BL wm wromesd b/lines on was in ot 1453 v Lrazsed B ling o Wiy out 1540 -

I VEES IR 1Y v I

ail, -

12 8 2 2 S00b u# Bombs -w inast noas, /82 435) we 2 3ons roturasd Lo base —e

3
&#f%er the agdn had been ulrhurne for apost Zive alantes tusy cailed adpsaw five.
sdpsaw Plve told thom oot 4o g7 over teenty uinetes fros tac zleld beoause they
axspocled the westher 10 elose in. .o gt wors giveen et {ired, bubt later, the wa

sgdn way directed te a gt ab LESC. hovever it was almest iowsdiaiely eancsiled.

then our planes flew te & point sbhoul Five .iles west of .elssrlautern then turned
neith and flew to ap raxisately WOU7U chost Pifteen oiles south of Loblenz. an
Almomt aolid overcgat prevanted dur glues frou iinding any tgte Tér there bombs
or for maing any observstions on the ground. ihey flew souih %o saarbruken snd
baclke to the bass without insident.

Avy wod Inags aast salserlautern.

#ilemm

13/13 cwercast stratus clouds bess unindwn top 10000 -= visibility good sbows
clozds.~e ldaszs of cwerosgt 03 at «£2%%; oueh lower aver tit arsa.

wedn cods not aued.-

wragnd contrel very good.-o—

BRI Pt adoriadon
Bvadans e wlibing Bt suddnd it e L

Bfestal addsa st ik L SEFT IR SETTN TN JrTF IRV




=2l

2778 Ftr sqdn $-2 hpt on & alert Pabrel aissizn -- 16 Jan %5 -~ sqdn ission wo 243

he=— pan J so, s isgion o, "ujled — iseGon .oy Tor duysdie ~- 16 Jan a5
alert patrol in cetz srea,
388th Fr dfe=-- 577h Tr agidn -- two &/U Jisp e Lo horts
UPr U921 ~- Ll 1132
Wil )
~ur plines cireled the £ield. 4% notims wera they fexther than 15 milse from the
field, &a one oocasion thay were Tiftcen wmilss Zenzrally south of the field. Yhey
were controlled by Ripsaw one, At no iime did he dirset theasnywhere or give them
sny instructions. < one oveasion Bushman called thew and tokd them that thers
were plenes north ©f the fisld gEoing south, Ihat thers was thors situstion ot
the tiwe and es there were no otnar plensg to bs sesn in tne ares, thsy consluded
that lushaan was referring 4o thea,
Hil
Bil
N taxing off: 10/13 cloud coverags with thin sjots, light fluffy clouds, bass 2,0C
top 2390 to 2405', viafhility below clouds five 2iisg, visibilily sbovs clouds
wilinited,
At tims of landings eloudn had moved, Tnere was an apsn bmad over etz extending
generslly 2ast and west, north and south of .lets thore wera bands of clouds
sxtanding generally sast and wesh, ihdse cloude wore identicsl with those sationed
gbove in respsct of fyge, base, snd top. Yisibility downesun was almost wunlimited,
o=~ Zgdn ocode not used. R
de== Ground contrel by .ipsew one and Yughuan waz good.

PILOTSy ) BAS BAEts ¢ i
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357tk Ptr Sgdn Spt on a Dive Soabing and draed seccd . ission 16 Jan 45 o
gedn tission o, 34k

fa= Jdpns U o, s disedon oo “a5led' Liesien jo. for dey: W0 m~ 13 Jan 45
Arsed Aeces srea o, tirce Hozburg, Landeun, sustadt, hadserlautern, ond
thaleisshweiler ~- Diva bomhing of sarahalling yards.,

Jem 583th Fir Up - 377 Ftr Sgdn - 12 4/0 DISY -~ Lo Abordas,

Gomw UPs 1015 == Crosseq B/line on wey in at 1035 -~ TOT: 1050 4o 1123 ~~ Urogseg ¥/1lina
o way out et 1140 -~ Doay, 1155, .

Dem 1141

Se~ 12 2 2 x 500%k 3F Jombs- ot nose 1/40 tail -~ 24 bombs in tgt areag
e flight droppod eight boubs on tns assigned alternate t2ts the zarehalling
yard at Jeustedt (e303853 o Re-305857 Jo Six boobs were dropped in g 1ittle trisngle
fora by tracka in the marshalling yard. vne hooh, Wad droppod on a warchouse s
the northesst corger of the tripagle. s honh was dropped on & warehouse on
the southeast corner of the Wiesngla, Foth warehouses burasd, dhers wers four
trecis naey the warshouse on +; northess teorngy as ths irisngls, two traoks
ware cut, Ihers were & mmdred oare o thess four tracks. 4o engines warg seen,
\he flight dropped aight bozbs on # sagll marshalling yard ot B-1599, 20 4o
25 earns were saeh hero, they wsre neh snow goversd, inig fact Yed the Tlight
leader to believe that they were bedug uged, and 1t was perdly for this reason
thet be aftack them. o sagines wors gsen, there ware thrse of four tracks ang
2 tywo of then there wsre cars, At least two 4racks were cut; sach in two places,
Five cars were bluwawss Wacke, The third £iight dropped eight bosbs Y A
marshalling yarsd st 258835, 30 cars and no enginés wars sesn. Thrse bouzke hit
oars, three bomhs hsrs dropped on g Ffisld 4o the right of the sars. Thsra Wes
nothing on this fleld. Fuo bombs were dareaped on buildings along sids the trgek,
saveral buildings exploded, RIEFT L -

Strafingt Uapl sreause danaged oars in 4hw rarsialliing yard ab 5=1599,

Hvy mod insec flalbgtsn 27 LEht intan inacs flak at the same place,

hvy mod fairly scc flak in the grea of Heusiadt, Light dnten inace flak in thas
ares of Heustads,

Ko setivity was seen in the tzt ares, do road or railroed acbivily was peen,
Where was no sign of anyihing on the airfisld southeast of Loustadd at #3482
the iachen~Speyardory alrfielid,

Thy weather wag ¢loar in e tgb arss, Horth a lino from Hdomburz to R=159%
there was 19/10 cloud savarage, virrue clouds - hase 86,0007, top §,000%, the
visibility ahovs ths 6lduds wee unlimited - ¥isibility below the elouds could not
b8 deternined boosuse our plenes never got below them, Zouth 98 this line the
weather conditions were Qav,

I 3gdn sods ndt used,

Jo= uround vontrs by alpsaw ons was good, Jn three or Togr oosaaiona ho gave theg
positions with great pregiaion,

ALL 3as88s  Bhauss LRI FisBm Kaley
VAISABY Eogmaay BaRkE B D gHanP
At HAUOH IEE Aoa Al ULAARY

CABY MlAUSE and Lita Thornten, Frisbie, .alen, Seasady, Xostrach, Boler,
A D sharp, Hogan, and “lary particularlrdiati:xguiabed thewgelves in the boumbing,




 OHFIgEALIA

397th Fbr dgdn =2 upt oa an Armed #scee ahd Dive Sogbing nlspion = 15 Jsnuary -—-
4qdn_Alssion No. 345

& ~= Cpns.B8-Ko. . .ilasion o, "uSled" mission do for deyi uiwlk =— 16 wan 44
srred Recce areg three = aombury, Jandau. .suetadt, kaiserleuicra, and
Thalejachwsiler « Live ‘oubilug of zsrshalling yerd et seustedi.

& me BEBtR FET up = 337th Fir Sedn == 12 /0 Disg —= w0 sborts

U = P JA0R == Orossed b/line on wet in at 1427 we 1071 1455 == urossed b/line
on way out al 1510 == Loud 1945 e -

v Two planes damaged by L/A == Cat "4C" une plane destroyed by »/A. It brashed at

c w2, The pilat it duteherson ersszned with the plane. Y lelel wee dast
by L idutehsreon. whe /% oomsked st sE78,
12x22 30358 inst noss 4. tali. 28 bodba in Tt sren,
vwr planss bosbed toe sistslssit o/ results were sxgsiluat, e FiTes weie ageq.
1 iire wes in tne hwildisg arse on tre e pite op v tdae R our L trecds
and 130 cprz were seen, a0 BN MRGS WeTE ofin, 3L L3 W ouls
a0y uf Ll were 2t NS se B2 o a6 o 4.
all suwr pilote uld we.l i bae Toulicge IR SIS N
wcpadietely after My, sz sur planeg pudlec up alesl iz svaoaay fan, taay
ceru atlorgen iy O0 LFm. LNOTE uETe du fe Lasfe ot dupaie! ama e e Lusls
a% log.dit, Loz e ilrgatd s oadb ko e 20,330 P 1 ssoonag Tliufte was Si
1zgudd! niprua, Ine trird 11,0t wes el sbout luguudt. i@ iaigab ai 15,0007
nad for o ominaiy been at 20,0000 waun the Firdr Fligat, 1er 2T ean down o 1,
232t ek plsug: wers atiask.s oub 2@ e sun waladue weruaag iYod ine cune
troller, - W g oars? given under o =laVe.
Nt osee Lt oils el aswstoots
Il ave ovy 18k ab .
it inate avy fles el w8 sasasne~dpsyerdorf &5 at &8s
mt inace 1t ilax st vos sas:z sl
ine .&£1id2's sheountere. vere gray on toy and nae blue selizss, LSBT WSIC
2 white amoke Flares fired by Falidis at 29,002%,
ibhove 2Zogau! x(patcnea of altowstratus vis gosd cxces in the petchss. vis fair
into the sun.
Below 20,0501 slou. gaiches witn 171y coversge vis 5 to « ai
vode not used
wround control by wifsas 1 was very poor,. i@ gave our plasnss nc warning
concerning the e/s whicn sttecked taem,

ot

wie Leele

yarbine, Leavoy, wsionstein, fetrici,
barker, autcnsraon, @00, lewis. 3 a1l Bombs
arlecher, arledge, Fein, Fauley.

afidential




. PR
L T A

& 30 £

TN £ R L EBS Lo g Bl
Jurt imitoole
PN
ELR0 &% P IRV IS
ks

sl GBS L eles L& UK.
o6 Ve L Aregiions

£, Lo LUOT Wz

waskad K714

RCRICE T BN PR w I

R

i LOEU OF A%

Fow = iy

R 1 I
380 B dued,

-~ ansre . vor ;s Lopbis ofowe! oatest b -

as

2 2¥ o it

vonfident

S

..a88 for

she, were swairolled by

%

ruetion Lo

SLAJIAT Qs L@Fe Was aay, 23

e




sunsiide

IR .2 Rpt o &6 aad % sdss ogdn oise gos SET.

4= p3 X s . Ades o vl 19 gsn 8) for dpgs iue d
Ae and D/S eran of Surberg, (@820 st Jish (0838 adeuse (A3
Lehtornach (L0653),  Support 1or skdides (hoh uf Livi.
588 B 397 Py 12 sfc éispy. no aborts.
Jg 1433, vross B/1 ian and o 10U, ur Bl o ouwtlo2e, wow Wl
Fil
12x2x500 GP busbo inst noas 1740 deil, 2% boubs ret .0 hase.
sqd- contactdd Jwsadbin af wiv). 2o gave bws road tWrefiic in the
vicinity of #2045, Ths eqdn found ne vshiclee at tuls polat. ey wers
fhen directed te sn szio dump » of Viandea at . 53h5. izey Aid aot oaad fais tgt
Begauss of tug 4vy overcmet in tais arca snd becmuss of thm fael toal tisre
wire 2 other sydna of AT's alresgy woraisg aerfe. oy edab aa tavar 3.
swseping ermumt iYier 1o the » and o ang Yoo to base.
bt mod inace flax at #I5OA .
Tracka seen in suow near gt mres{: #obsu) Lasisating ./f1 astivity.
% A47%s zade o gass st ow sqdn ig the vieiatty o tade tge aad i loey
hied persisted wouls haove foresd vur planes 4o jeltison tusir bosbg. Lnese
afe were not identified, ‘
13/10 undercant witn bresks froa Jpi.t to S0.0%  cstelos of alioesiratus
vin shove undsreaet good,
Gode nop woud
Lontset wity cavtroslier load aan clear, Bat oucise U Lot was nol gosd for
the rnashor of slencs Cusloyad,

Ali boabs: usrbine, Laorpntan, w00, togan

vasandy y Junt, Latrics, sners
uorlsener, j¢in, risbis, «slaalin

donfilidentaill
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597t Ftr Sgdn =2 hpt on g Dive sonling and srued segee Hission = 22 Jsn 45 -
% - L% x
dudn ission ..o 348

Ao~ Cpnst Ho. s wission o, 'VI0el" - lission for dayiOE —— 22 Jan 45 —
-~ Bupport for Urgen(ith Int Liv} at 9243 —~ irued reces and Give Houbing in

ares of Visnden, Witilieh, and isr =

B.- 368th Fir Gp - 397th Ftr dgda — 12 &/ Jigp == {0 <hOris =
UPs 1204 w~ urossed b/line on way in and TOTs 1250 —= Jrosassd b/1line. on way out
at 1325 «= DOWN1 1402 ow 7
e of our #7¢ missing dus to enecy Flak == Lt Vaseady celled over the LT that he
was hit end was zoins ‘o belly in. Hipsaw got = 7ix fvrom tedis eall and geve his
position as P 8555 aboul oms wile on our side of the b/ling - Three of cur /6
damsged by enssy Tlak Oat "A4° — One of aur 4,0 deag 6t by saswy flaik Cat Mad! e
12 x 2 ¥ 500Lb UF bowbs - fast nose, 1/80 fail —= 2% bowbs in et srege- . .
Shortly afier becomsing zirborme Serum sgdn walled In & conceniradion of /7 in
ths srea of @ 3637, dur sydn coniacted Qrgen but ilabby told them do go o this
gt which Sérup had reporied., ied fligut bombed at the town of deinirghhiod (F 821w
674}, Red flight hombed at £ 312865, Tellow filigut bozbed along a road from & 350525
to P 810432, all tgts were »/% conesuirations. ioials were bombsi 2 tanils deestrdyed,
24 /7 destroyed, 9 .Y/T dmanged ~— Girafings 52 .- destroyed, 5% /T dadsged --
Individual ecleiut ore ss Tollows: Capt drause and Li avrowitz - Five &/Y dsstroyad,
20 demaged ~ Li dauilton 38 /s destroyed, w— Li saurich & usstrogad, 15 danaesd e
Lt Lewis 3 destroyed by burhs & by strafing - Ll shary  destroyed == Lt Thoraton
5 destroyed, 3 doipged - 5t Serker and uUisrhert ss 5 degiriyed, 20danaged =%, 2
tandts ~~ Lt vessady 2 i/ deswroyed, & Domages -—

Fe- Flek road frus & B4Szto £ 8153 1ight Inten acc alsc hvy .0d acc. Large ares eround
# 8372 hvy nod acc also light inten fairiy scc.

Go= Very hvy /T traffic cmpisting of both tanis and #fc tarougntout Whole ersa of
bulge, particulerly along roed froa & 7353 to 2 8755, cirrus

H,—~ 3/10 Streius base 1500 to 2300 vigibillty good -~ scattered nigh nixuxy 2ast of tgt
area gt 150001 -

.= Sqdn code neot used, ——

de= dromd control good<—-

ALL BOdSSs AU HALTE g4 A&nTLTG Fhis ik
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CuadbP i HILAu

577 F3 82 Byt oa B sod M. Jdission 22 Jan s | Sadn Sisu o S8

& = ps Ord Ho. Algs do ViU= 1 Hign for sey 5 =@ dJen B3
guppert for urgen (Ath Inf div} ab Zei2hs 3. sud B In orss Viendon,
Fittlich, snd Trier. s

2 - 363 P& 397 ES 10 8/ disp no sboris.

Gp 1518, O 8/ in 1339, 3971 1350, Or /L sut 1845, Lown 1705

3 g/e damsged by envay flakk. 1 cat 5%, 2 eat Taut.

10x2x590 gf's inst nose 1/AU tell. 1% boubs in tgb eves. & jett safe
throught pilot srror at 28834, 2 rel % base.

sgdn centacted <Jrgan and wes directed N whore p sgin of »plls dirsoied Vhen
ts #/T comeenirations. 2 bosbe dropped at G075, 2 drasped el SGiFl: 8
dropped at #8562, 4 dropysd st »BR53. soching results Were ., axcept at
#3562 where an ewtimated 20 to 52 vehiiles were deats

strafing claius ware: .aj Garbine b #/%, Lt serr 1 /i desi, 2 gun popltions
inocked out, Lts seingtein and arigat 4 /i doot, 1 am position &

8771 1t imb, very gce

485 1%, very 1%, Very ace

#8172 it, int, mce.

Pu3I] 3 vy, wod, unAnOH: &30

PsB6T  1t; ind, sce

G - & P38 unz seen t9 erasn ak aboud S~ 3. & O8] wap seen tu crasn al about
suilifl, Feavy conVoys wore seen noaded o m% $-Fi32.

4 - weather: 8/1% giratus, base O top 15330' vie poor holows pood mbava,

g - usds nat used,

§ = Jround soulrol godd.

41} bpmbsgs - Jarbine, aostrach, wsinsteln, araght
Rauer, LBaveys £eTrr, iunt
frisbis, F2in.
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ZR7Eh Ftr Sqdn 34 0t In 8 erutd ueece and Live Coubing .lssiin — 27 Jummary 1345 --
g dogien 0. 591 e

pAE o e y chiebun e CUEeLl me mABELUR e JoF 287F oo oo £ 380 D owe
suppory for rgani 4ts uny iv; sl Sw3EhY we Arsed spoe in tDsaree of Visaden,
(C=9153 )y «31t41lch, mag rier - Live Tosbing -~

LGt By og w- SFTtR VW Ldn we D 0L 286p me 0 SHorts e
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