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H4B3ORY OF THE 397TH FWHIER BOMBER SQUAIRON-—~ The Ad-vce Air Echelon -- JUKS, 1k

Juie 12, 1944 In compliance witin orders reovived from MU/TU salisbury vistrict,
the moterized section of the squadran's advance air ecnelen deperied from Uhilbolton
at 0845 today for the stsging area st Romsey (Camp 2, Site 7). The echelon perscunel
followed at 1430.

June 13: Staging ares routine comprised the dey's activities, commencing sx early
in the morning after & brief night's rest. Emergency ratiocns were issued and the
aen were pxk given & partisl payment for the month in "Invesion Gurrency®. Major

- Damijohn briefed the entire echelon in the aftermomn relative to rosd rules and S0F
on landing in Frence. ie read letters from Generals Brereton and Guesads. Everyone
showered and went to bed early.

June 143 Men were awakened at 0300, given coffee, and ontrucked for Southampton at
0#50. Waited in & Southampton park all dsy, proceeded to the docks at 1830, and finally
boarded an I8T at 2245. Blanketis were issued and the highest ranking non-coms were
quartered in bumks below deck, The remainder of the echelon slept on deck, improvising
meager beds in spaces between vehicles.

June 155 Made the crossing without enexy opposition. Left Southamppon and followed
coast to Selsey and then across the channel, arriving at the French coast late in the
cnninz An attempted bombing greeted the convoy upon its arriwel at the besagh, byt

;Mp gmns and shore installations fought off the attack successfully.

im 161 Shortly after midnight this mrning the echelon disembarked, setting foot on
] al’rmh soil viz & parade from the LST to the besach through three feet of water, At
" duybreak the troops marched to Transit Area #2 and waited until noon. The ecislon
; sg‘oggd Yia their own vehicles to strip nusber three nesr Cerdonville in Normandy in the
. vff:rmmf Tents wers pitched and camouflaged and foz holes were co‘plm before
J\:m l’ll a'optn\t‘lm for coming operations were eomnod Off the line, men sst
rup tho;x perip Al quarters more substantially ——- after learning of the numsrous
iatia i.n the-ares.
Ty T
\; liitM frem "KX* Rations to "C* Rations -- little improvement. Religlous
sei* nere wndn'i’hithh (Sunday ) morning by the group ohaplain. Weather delayed
:minl of'w squadron ti‘rg:gﬂ

June 193 Ll.tth "u;n.vlv - un.tm.d in,

Jue 205 “Mal ct Haosler ulL!. fow squadron pilots arriveds but returned to Ghilbolton
for the nig . Twelve =
June 21t Kfmff/of the squadron's pilots flow their aircraft in from Chilbolton,
arriving here in the eirly evening.
The syquadron novi‘dxéo & new area on the field, about two nmiles distant from
their initial site. The tortirous task of "digging in* begsn all over sgain.
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Jdune 22: The squadron flew two amissions todey. Targeio of the firet mission wore

road bridges and railroad bridges. They carrisd 500-pound general purpose
boabs. The rosults wers poor. Strafing resulted in the destrustion of tares trail-
ers (Major Hendricke) snd one truck (Captain FPotter). In the air, Major Hendrieks
destroyed one (5109 and dammged another and Lisutenants O'Comnell and Dricooll each
destroyed an }E109. Qn the mission were Majors Haesler and Hendrieks, Oaptains Pot-
ter and Anderson, First Lieutensutd/ O'Gonnell, Seoomd Lieutensnts Sharp, Rozal,
Driscoll, Oldem, Roswvold sad Soo, and Flight Officer OCassady.

The seocond mission was also dive bombing, with the saqe type boabs, and
the results were excellent. They destroyed an smmmition duap. Vehiolas were
astrafed on a road in a forrest. On the mission were Major NHendricks, Gaptains
Yorini and Talbott, First Lisutenants 3rowm and Merko, Seoond Lieutomanie Olden, Fole
Folts, Preston, Sharp end iuwrphy, end Flight Officerf Clovar.

June 25: 9Iwo mission were flown today, both diwe dozbing. Results of ths first

ailssion were goodf/. The target was marshalling yards at Hantes. O
the ajgsion were lajor Hassler, Oapiains Potter and Andersom, First Lisutemants
Brown, 0'Oonnell and darko, Second Lisutemants AL Murply, Soo, Olden, Sharp end
Folix, and Flight Of€ieer Clever.

A stromg point south of Cherbourg was the target of the seocond migsiom
and the results wers excellent. A fuel or ammnition dunp was destroyed. JFartic-
ipante were)f lMajor HDendrioks, Captains Fotter, Talbett snd Harini, Pirst Iisuten-
antf Brown, Second Lisutenants Soo, Olden, Foltz, iurphy, Rogal and Freston, and
Flight Qfficer Olever.

June 24: Three dive bombing missicns wers flom todayf, sarryimg 500-pound gemeral
purpose boubs. 8Strong points Y southeast of Cherdourg was ihe target of the first
nission. 7The target was well hit. On the mission weres Major Hsesler, Captaing Foi~
ter and Andersom, First Lisutenants Marko, 0'Comnell aad Brown, and Second Lieuten-
ants Preston, 8e0; hli‘! prlv, Rogll sad w’.

Foret de Monteastrs was the target of the secdnd mission and 16 of the
18 boabs losded hit in the target area. Gol Perego headed the sqmdron foraation,
which included Major Hendricks, Oaptains Fotter, lmrini and Talbotl, Secvomd Listk-
amants Olden, 300, Rogal and Foltz, and Figght Officer Jlever.

Tanks in a field about tan miles south of 3t Lo was the target of the third
missfon. Tweaty-three bo:bs landed in the target ares, but caly two tanka out of =
probable 20 located there wers thought 40 be destroyed. n the aission were liajor
Hassler, Captain Anderson, First Lieutemnants Browa, 0'Connell, Marko and Arpeff, and
Seoond Lieutensats Felts, Presion, Soo, MAwphy, Hemiltom and Stoll.

June 25: Iwo missions were flown today -~ the first a dive bombing and the second

e dive bomding and armed reconnaisancs mission. 4 consrete stromg point
slightly sast of Cherbourg was ths target of the first mission and the resulis wore
oxcellent. In addition to the boumbing sucosss, Uaptain iwrini strafed and daxmged
a trusk. furticipants were Major Hendrioks, Gaptains Talbott and Marini, First
Lieutenants Arps sad Brown, and Second Licutemants Olden, Soo, Rosvold, Murphy,
Preston and 3toll,

Coastal gun emplacements with flak was the terget of the second mission,

- Results were very. successful. In addition to hitting the target with 22 500-pownd

GP dombs, some good strafing was acoomplished -~ Lt iarko destroysd = truak, Lt
O'Connell destroyed & half track, Capt Fotter destroyed a car, and Capt Anderson
and [geustenanis Brown, Hanilton and Preston destroyed a truck that appesared to
be & half track with trailer atiached. 7Thay also strafed personnel in the target
area. Un thes micsion ware Major Hendricks, Captains Fotter snd indersom, First
Lieutensnts Browm, O'Connell, Arps and Marko f, Second Lisutenants Stoll, Hamilton,
end Preston snd Flight Officer Clever.

June 271 Weathered in sgain -~ released all day. Little activity in genecral.
Lt Burney bailed out over the channsel wken his engine weat out -~ wag ploked up later.,

June 283 Received word this morning that Lt Burnsy was picked up by tiae Royal Nawy
after s six or seven howrs’ expericnos in the ghannal,




June 281-~(Cont'd) ~ Az enewy #reep eensentradtemiin Foret de Momtoasirs was

the target of & squadrom dive boubing missiom late today.
TVEHTY-ONE 500-POUND CLNERAL PURPOSE BOMSS WERE DROPPED ON THE TARGET
WITH EXCELLENT RESULTS. STRAFING ALSO PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE, WiTH
MAJOR HENDRICKS DESTROYING TWO TRUCKS AND DAMAGING OME TRUCK AND ONE
ARMORED CAR. LIEUTENANT HAMILTON STRAFED AND DESTROYED A STAFF CAR.
ON THE MISSION WERE MAJOR HENDRICKS, CAPTAINS PAFTYA{ TALBOTT AND
MARINI, FIRST LIEUTENANTS ARPS AND CARLSON, SECOND LIEUTENANTS S00,
POTTER, ROSVOLD, HAMILTON, PRESTON AND MURPHY, AND FLIGHT OFFICER
CLEVER,

JUNE 29: TWO MISSIONS WERE FLOWN BY THE SQUADRON TODAY -- THE FIRST -
A DIVE BOMBINGA AND THE SECOND AN ARMED RECONNAISANCE WITH BOWBS.
AN ENEMY EMPLACEMENT AND A RAILROAD EMBANKMENT NEAR SAURDEVAL WERE THE
TARGETS OF THE FIRST MISSION, TWENTY~TWO 500-POUND GP'S LANDED IN THE
TARGET AREAS, BUT THE RESULTS WERE GENERALLY POOR., THE STRAFING PHASE
OF THE MISSION WAS MORE SUCCESSFUL --- LIEUTENANT MARKO DESTROYED ONE
ARMORED CAR AND KILLED ONE MAN, LIEUTENANT STOLL DESTROYED A TRUCK,
CAPTAIN O'CONNELL DAMAGED A LOCOMOTIVE AND MAJOR HAESLER AND SEVEN OTHER
PILOTS DESTROYED THREE TANKS, ON THE MISSION WERE MAJOR HAESLER,
CAPTAINS O'CONWELL AND ANDERSON, FIRST LIEUTEMAN TS MARKO AND ARPS,
AND SECOND LIEUTENANTS HORLACHER, POTTER, MURPHY, HELLIESEN, STOLL,
SUTGLIFFE AND S00.

VEHICLES, GUN EMPLACEMENTS AND A ROAD JUNCTION WERE THE TARGETS
OF THE SECOND MiSSION. TWENTY-ONE 500-POUND GP!S WERE DROPPED ii THE
TARGET AREAS. GAPTAIN MARINI 'S FLiBHT STRAFED AND DESTROYED TWO TRUOKS
AND TWQ BUSES AND CAPTAIN TALBOTT'S FLIGHT DESTROYED TWO OR THREE VEHICLE
§ VIA THE SAME METHOD, SOME SMALL ABMS FIRE {.30 CAL} HAWDED LIEUTENANT
STOLL CAUSE FOR UNEASINESS ~--- HIS INSTRUMENT PANEL WAS HiT AND HE
CAUGHT THE SHATTERING STEEL AND GLASS IN HIS FACE AND EYES. ALTHOUGH
PARTIALLY BLINDED, HE STUCK WITH THE FORMATION AND MANAGED A SUCCESSFUL
LANDING. HIS INJURIES WERE NOT SERIOUS, THE SQUADRON SURGEON DiSCLOSED.
PARTIGIPATING ¥ERE MAJOR HEWDRIGKS, CAPTAINS MARINI AND TALBOTT, FIRST
LIEUTENANTE CARLSON AND SECOND LIEUTENANTS PATZER, PRESTOH, HORLACHER,
STOLL, HAMILTON, ROSVOLD AND MURPHY, AND CAPTAIN POTTER.

JUNE 30: THE SQUADRON HIT AUNAY SUR ODON WITH 1 500-POUND GP'S OH A
DIVE BOMBING MISSION TODAY. RESULTS WERE UNOBSERYED. ON THE MiSSiON
WERE MAJOR HAESLER, CAPTAIN ANDERSON, FIRST LIEUTENANTS CARLSON AND
ARgS,?SECOND LIEUTENANTS SHARP, SUTCLIFFE AND S00, AND FLIGHT OFFICER
CLEVER.
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¥-- jood wecather, Jood visibllity

G--CHE (1) E-109

E--ONE (1) ¥®-10% destroyed. I--400 Rounds

J=- I, Randall W. Hendricks, 0-4418&04, I'2j, AC, was leading Tropiec
veillow Fli ht on a dive/boub mission between 1500 and 15¢° hrs, 22 June
44, 3/1%. Driscoil was my wingman, 1/Tt. C'Conmeli was leading my second
element, and ¥/C cassady was Tlying To. Four. e bombed our tarpet at
1350 end then looked for pround targets. I sirafed thrse trailers which
were sitting along s road south of Vire and was headins back to base

at 5,000 lookin_ for otilwer tar_ets when T si hited an ¥7-108, aboub 10
miles souitlr of St. Lo, heading south of the deck =t about 142C. T
celled my flight and immediately save chase. ATTer chasing this lone
LE-108 for about 1C miles Jclosed to about 4™ yards andg Tire: at hiwm,
I saw strikes all over him and ne pulled up, strai_ht anead in = 45
aeg. climb. I toen seve him 2 zood burst Irom aboub £5C yards and
Obscrved meny striikes In the wing roots, coclipit and en_ine. he g
then nosed strai jnt up and tihe pilot bailed out mnd the plane crashed
abut four miles south of ‘essy.

f . K\_ s

HATIDAY.: W. RILMDHICS,
wajor, Alr orps.
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A--Jombstb
Be~Zo Jun =4
C--3t7tn Ttr-Ronb
N~-1L3ZE
E=-=-T700C
F=~nod Weather,
F--07F (1) ru-109
H-~-UNE (1) gh—L?Q <mmaz__ed
I~-30C Rounds
J=-- I, Randall
Yelrsw 7li ht on
g, ~/LE. Driscoll
secona el.ent, and
Ter et st 1lod0 ana t;
three irallsrs

€N Ve Lere a
rgnding 8% on tie
sigonrell snot
wvent In wit:: the pimns
tire 271 Inv fisnl Zovn gut of
50 ft. rne toe plene oo
coulan't _sb incc Ten. e so T
observed strikes.
iw some more n thi turn.
soutni, T hed B0 dresk of:
sLpuly. ALL toe sheotin
west of Domiront, 7T
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2ood Vieizil

1its
gnd 1t.
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thie one
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in <his last engaement was done immediately
sct courss
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was leading Tropic
T and 15C0 hrs, 22 Jun
ﬂowreLL was leading my
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Zround tar ets . After ) etrafed
Ly greset cur base &rd

.aVe cnnse
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turnad
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s.ain and saw & sinde pP-«=Y
« what looked 11 e a pilot in

Ior nome

>ut to 8t. ITo, where he broke
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Tejor, gir gnros.




PILOT'S ENCOUNTER REPRT --- FIR3T LIEUTENANT RUSSZLL A. O'COiELL, 0-732326.

Combat.
22 Jun 44,
357th Fir Sqdn, 368th Ftr Gp.
1400.
T7000.
-- Good wea, good visib,
aE (1) ¥E-109.
ONE (1) MBE-109 destroyed.
300 Rounds.
Pilot's Narrative:

I wag flying Number Three position in Tropic Yellow Flight on June 22, 1944,
¥ e had complsted our bombing mission and were searching for targets of opportunity.

Ky flight leader (Major Hendricks) had just shot down one lone ME-10% zbout 8 to 10
miles south of 3t Lo and we were heeding beck north at 3,000' when five ¥E-109's
passed directly underneath on the dsck, going south. OGur whole flight immediately
split "S" and went down on them. I singled out one on the left of tne formetion.
Near ‘Domfront I closed in to shooting range. I fired itwo shori bursis and one long
burst. +he FEw109 started to smoke badly and I sew pieces fly off. I pulled off to
the right and es I did the ¥ME-109 went into the ground and burst into flames.

Lo A L ol

S3SLL A, OTCONAELL,
1st Lt, Air Corps.
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ON & SLIZE/HCGLD

* = 397th Ftr Sqdn -~ Opns ¢ ¥o 12, IX T4C, .isslon ¥21-8--22 Jun kb -
. ) wisslon No. QME, ipns
Flash THiws.
. = 12 -~ ¥o spares.
-= ¥IL .
==~ 12 -~ Toad Bridge just iust of Th35322, wa cridge at ™35302, i Bridse
?ﬁ Th273223 -= ¥327°1332.
- Z 500 1v Gps
168 w/8-11 sec del fus,
8 w/inst fus
22 Zombs on itgis.
& Foubs slsgewhers.
Alt at start of dive: 4,000 f£%.
Angle of dive: 30 deg.
Alt at Relsass: 50 T1.
== POOT -- «& Bridge ai THIS322 hnlf destr.
thru I -- NIL . A
~~ One ME109 destr at T5UT by Haj SATDALL . HESNOaloss.
. One MEI0Q deatr ot T7005 by Lt GAYNE E. H1S00LL.
One XE10Q destr at T7C00 by Lt ;tUS&;iLL‘%‘.. o ‘y;.g."’":;’S;sELL.
g?g KEI09 dam at T7CO0 by Maj maNDALL W. SolioslCRs. A
1/10 clouvd coveress at 2,500 f1 —- seattered clouds at 4,000 £t --
good visib. .
1300 -- 15¢C.
KIL
HIL )
Sood.
Flans designated O5F seen circling ai T7522 -- parachute @&LIAE/ XA
that looksd like a German parachute seen bslow. Many vehicles ssen
bearing Red Crosses. %ﬁ A and two other roads were noted st the
Foret de St Saver, 15228. This was declarsd to be & goed tgt.
Light, meager, accurate Tlak at TLOSO. L
X FARDALL % Hoared chs destr 3 trallsrs at T5315. Capt SUSLRE 1.
FOTTER destr one truck at 5038,
Mission executed according to plan. Bombing was DOOT .
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T Sl 3-2 wFT OH A DIVE/BuE LIvuiv- Or 22 <UF BB - nlouion

Ftr Sgdn -~ Opns G No s
(SDE-U-22 Jun 4l-Lission Zo. 2, Upns flash 45
N0 spares.

11 -- Toret de 3% sever, 75228 -- 1840,
22 X 500 1b CPs Loaded (Ipst zusa)
22 on tgts.
411 & 3tart of Bive: 8.000 2.
angls of Dive: &0 deg.
Alt @ helsese: 1,600 ft.

- Hesults of bombing wars excsllsnt —— arrusition dunn 2t 751290 destr.
Truck at T5529 dastr.

thrn ¥ -- NIL.

- giod wea —-- 50 mi visib, sxesnt around coast, where thers was a siizhi
5 ZE .

-~ 183% -~ 200k,

& Q -- NilL.

-~ Good .Q~What was believed o be a dumny 8111 ung observed at T3I025.
Hvy, int, acc flak observed 5 of Casn.
Four (&) plansz strafed vehicles on a rogd in the forrest. is
unobserved.
dAssulis of bombing were sxcellant. '
Two planes thoughl to be F7-180s were ses:p ovor the Tield at 175,
These pla es bore Allied merkings.
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Jak s D gl Vamt e

357 T oogdn - J0uS . LB
- NG Sparas.
- 1” ~=~ Jirong ﬁoimn sligntly aouth of Unerbourg -~ 2
-~ 12 ¥ 1,000 1b P ko mbs .oeded {1/10 Zose uu.iﬁg
10 & cﬁbs droprad on igt.
Z Eombs jet*iscnui in FY7AE aw 4p_81 ifht rogunbi;
A1t st 3%art of Liva:s 2,)&; Lo 2,000 1.
dngle of Dive! 20 dsg.
ALt at “alaaSE' 1,080 £% or under.
-350k%s of tombing ware e\a:l ak.
\hnhﬁiﬁioﬂ jf@* was dostrorsd
MIL
~ ong -

- foor 5 Iayar ovsr

-
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-= 597th Pir Sqdn -~ Opns O lo. £23J~1§g Jar.38 - 24 Jun &% -~ .iiosion ma. (EE,
~= 10 -~ no spares.
-~ NIl
«~ 10 ~~ Sirong Points slightly ST of Uhorbourg =t 0217225 mad OLPARIT -~ 1030.
-- 20 X 500 1b 4P Bombs {8-11 ssc &elay} Loaded.
1) on %ﬁe.
2 in awemp slightly 5 of £id.
Dropped Blsowhere ~~ 2 in woods st Csumsy {74558 )
1 at mouth of Vire siver (4587;
41t at Ytart of Bi?@ - 1:500 £3.
Angle of Divse == 35 deg.
Alt st Releage — 300 te SO0 £t. :
== 12 bombs relemsed on %zt in woods ob O21722B. Ight wes well bit. Green smoie
and Violet smoke wers seen &% this tgt. 3 bombs relemsed on gt st OLS4RIT.
This tgt was well hit.
~ Bl .
o= 1 == & «= Flak.
thra ¥ ~- NIt
~~ 6/10 Cumilus danaity at 1,500 to 4,000 £% over tgt -~ good visih.
H - 1015 -= 1152,
H&0 - HIL :
£ —= Yory Good.
Bulleons on Utah HDesch at 8,000 %o 3,000 £2 in clouds.
#Af Bight. mesger, aceurnts flak at Cherbourg.
Light;, intenss, inaccurate at Tgt o 0217223,
fleavy, nesger, sécurste ab It et 217228,
Two planes strafed northeran strip of woods at Ommsy {ab 14558,
Regults ¥ bexdbing were very good.
Yo $ / A bsaring Allied warkings wero noted.

jii el i




EEUR

e

397th Dir Sgdn -2 Hpb cn a B/Boud Mission of 24 Jun A4 —ew Jgdn Giisaicn No. .

307 Pl Sgdn ~~ Conp € Mol HB-1, fay 54 -~ 24 Jun H3 ~~ slusion Ho. 2.
§ - no spaFes.
#i3
. B =~ Forst 4 Hombegotre, 2335 -~ 185, '
18 £ 500 Ib 0&'s louded (Duok Hosok Fuom: 1/40 Tail Puns ).
36 oi tgt.
2 job an Ulhisy aide of bemh Iins.
ALt at Stort of Dive - 4,000 2.
fagle of Pive —— ) deg to 45 dog.
£3% at Keloaas - 1,000 £t.
ALl hits in woodn in Bgh srvge Ho big fives noled.-
thary B = ik,
T10 brofen cloudp ot 4,000 Tb over tgb. Visih pver ioh sood- O mi)e Hea aloe-
whorat {RBW-
¥ e 1855 —= 1787.
H o & O - il
& - Good.
4 -~ Pire poted at western $ip on Poret 1'Bveque, 76347.
H o= 31
§ ~ {1l
T - ilgeien vag sucssosful.
¥ = Ho BFA beazying Allied sovikings were soo.
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" E -= 28 X ¥ 500 1b 0fs (3-11 sac del) Loaded.

W AN AR W A am A e W M M WD OB P e Ou am A KO M W AT R W W A RS i N g R W S S e e N MR AN G TR O e W AR e

& ~= 35t Hr dgin -~ Opag O Noe T3, For 58 = 24 dun A4 - Hicsion Ho. SERES.
B v 12 ~ 1o opores.

g -~ Hi}

B e 12 - Toadto in £34 sbout 10 m3 8 of 8¢ Lo (st G50} -- 2130,

23 on tgt.
1 droppad on runey.
Alt at w'tvm OQ 51“""?,@5 ﬁt
t‘ngloaf?)i'o--asﬁcg.
a1t at Holoans w= 1,000
? «= Two tonts prob desip - 29 tanke in £14, woll vamflaged with {rees and branchos
tut cloarly vieible ~ after first o filghts bad bombed, Piring coassd and tank:
NOrS vl
G - ¥1}
B am } a= 40 - flsl.
1 - 5 -~ Flak.
I“mg'—-rﬂ.
&-Vetyswapwk,m-visib, o Do mun, 3 of @ mi out of swn.
B e 05 ~- 2218
H e & O = Hi3 .
P - Good ¥illedoudon
4 = 10 or 15 wohidoles on woat oide of rond {in shadows} rusning 8 cus of Vi dhiddd
fr T-h4hG to T-4342, Bignt trucks ingenvisﬁnitgafﬁ-ﬁh”‘.
R -= Rey, mbag, inasg, within a radius E & ¥ of 4% io.
1&1'-' int, aca, :tate:t arote
8 = Six planes strafad. . . ) :
T - Hil. : E

~ e

4
droup #5 SECRES ]
597t Ftr Sedn -2 Ryt on I/Joxd Hissisa of 25 dun 4% = Sgén Miselcn Muber, .




597th Fir gqin & -~ 2 Hiscplen Hpt on o D/Bod Hisaion of 26 Jun 44 — dqln Hission Ho.

“ ar m Er e On AR wr e e o o

& ~= 507th Fir Sqdu == Opns O Ho. DDB-2, far 36 =~ 25 Jus 48 -~ Hission Bo. (6B,

8 ~= 11 == 1o aparso.

G - Hi1

ﬁan-ccacrmstraggteugmwﬁnfmm at 0350256 —-

E == 7 X 1,000 1b &85 (O=11 ses del) plus & 300 1b 623 (6-11 seo &01) Zoadod.
15 o 4zt
Alt at Start of Dive = 500 £4.
&ngle of bive ~ & dog. )

F = fHosults of bosbingd were exocellent m,mmlwmmarmm,
wap sesn. Gun ezplacements wers somn in the tzt aroa.

G thru § - 5l

L =~ & stratus loyse was bullding up in & line ruaning B & W north of Vire. Blosuhere
there was a coverege of 5/10. Vienid was good.

1 —— 0724 -~ 1107.

B&0 041

B~ Goods

§ - Hid

B == lgt, mt,ammmﬂemztwuf%ﬂé‘
Igt Slek: sligatly © of 0346,
fdwy, meag, ineos flakz st Awmy, TL032.

3 == One plans atrafed. £ilot was Gapt Harinil — he olaimg ) dam taush. mmmfiici
od shout 1 nl S of T55M6,

T =« Results of bozbing wors axcallent, .

U -~ o B4 boarinz illied merisiags were noted.
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SBEORED

, and Armed Resoanaisancs
30764 Pér Sqdn -2 Apt on & D/Bosh/llosion of 25 Jun 4% — dqdn Hissicn Ho. s

TP ORT AR e M A WR WP T AR M AR U GG SO AN SR A D MR A WD G em Gk W G TR R AR WY B G Oh WD OB U2 AR D OB W Ow ey e o8

4 = 3THE Fir Sqdn - Tpng O Hoy Y2158 w= 25 Jun 44 «- Hisadlon Mo, TWO0.

B w= 11 «= no gpares.

Q -= Ril [+

I == 1} - Gonstal Gun Euplscemsnte with Flak af/0725 -- 1230.

B = 2 X500 1b GP's Loaded (3<11 aes del)

2 on tgt.

Alt st Start of Diwe ~~ 6500 2%

ingle of Dive -« 50 deg.

Alt at Helemse - 2,000 £¢ ] -

F =~ The tg8 consicted of ocastel gm explacesents with flok at 0-0725 -- just before
the attack, some of the cosstal guns were £iring cut o oea ~- the bombing sileno~
od the firing — thers was soms strefing dwring the gourss of the boubing and mom
fall to tiw ground, apparenily wounded or killed -~ the cormer of one expiscement
“P!OM.

G - thra K -- Hil.

& == 10,10 overcagt over tgt at 4,000 £4, but beomuse of mannor of agproach, ths tgt
weg vioibla, S5 of Vire, there wms & oloud cowar of 5/10 fr 4,000 to 5,000 f%,
Zood visib,

H == 1206 «- 01,

He=& 0 =511 )

P ~- Good. )

Q == Qur pilots chosrved tuww £14 puns being pulled into Guen £r thé § — a long,
nerrow i0sp, runn ing B and ¥, with msny vindows, was observed st 15232 — this
bldg imd & Red Gross oo 1t and looksd as if it might Cormerly have boea a roeort
of soze kind — au azbulance bearing & Red Gross wao seen on & bridge about )

ml § of 9t Lo <~ the ambulance was travelling ¥, intc 3t io -~ it fired at one of
owr pilota.

R == igt, meag, inmco fr K180 to RI57S.
igs, oeeg, inmec on a rosd at TONS7.

Igh, mod, inacc on & romd fr 79063 to 2957
Hvy, woag, inmoco, at C1335 -~ ;
& == 1/IA BARKC deotr u trusic on a rosd at 9057,
1/i% O'OHELL deetr & half track at $9355.
dapt AMDERSGE, /Lt BBOWN, /Lt BAMIL €00 and 2/14 SMESIGH destr & truck which
seanad 10 be & hzlf track and tratler attached at 3855, :
Qupt FUITER doatr & oxr of soze kind at T4133.
T == s mission wus vory succesaful.
U — o E/A bearing Allied iurkings noted,




397th Ftr Sqdn S-2 Bpt oq a B/ Berb Hission

bt B P -

& — 357th Pir Sgdn ~- Gons O Bo. PPYe — 28 Fum Ah e Hlgoion Ho. G5,
B m= 11 ~~ no gpareg,
G -~ #Hil.
B = 11 — Epomy Zroog Concentration in Poret de Hontoastre ~- 1630,
2 — 22 X 500-1p sty iogdad {1/10 nope fustng - L7540 tail fusiag ),
21 dvopped on tgt. -
1 humg up; oould not be Jotticoned, and £e11 ore when plene landod.
Al at Stert of Dive — 75500 2%
Angle of Dive —~ 50 dog.
Alt &t Holeane -- 2 Yo 3,000 £t, ’
# — Results of bosbing wers exdsilent ~- oll banhs hit the 47t mrsa,
G o~ thru K - Hil, ,
L ~— Good vieih - Sustlug clouds fr 3:300 o 4,000 £, with 3/10 1o 5/10 coverage.
Strete Gumulus elouds v 4000 to 2,000 2t — Sovorage fr 8/10 bo solid o'sapt,
H -~ 1606 — 1807, -
Fowe & O~ F11, :
B e Good. H
§ ~~ Flak gun smplacesanis were noted at 15658 end were thought to colistituto good
tgto ’
R =~ Lgt, Int, ncc £lak & g dys B of 8% o,
igt, meeg, inage Flak at Plers (r83821).
Igt, weag, igsue Flak at 35858,
Hvy, meag, iunace Plak at st Lo
¥ ~~ 8 planeg strefed - fn§ HENDRIOES dentr two {2) trusks st 78018, and dam one {1}
truck and one (1) arm oar ot 8418, It HAMILTON dostr cuz {1) staff cup at T8817.
% ~ Hesults of the nigglon ware excallant.
U -+ Ho B/A Besring Allied Harkinge noted.




397%h Fir Sgfn »~2 8ot on o B/00d Liesion of 27 Jum IM e wgdu slssion Jo.

3R Fir wgdn - Jpas U 4o LB1-38 -- 22 Jun 4% - HAsnlon «oe Mk ’
12 ~w 00 2pEYog.
Lil
12 - uzplacsm%m. &‘t. THL6, and s &Lbav;»wns ar saarsevai ob 1080175,
{ehe tye egyd '*Iél't‘ eazlacmmnte al D0LAE0 and [D10557.  ihere wes
to have sesn groem suoks &l boll plsess. oronm swoaw did up.ear
a‘b T50LG63. a3 thesrs was no green saoke et thu explocewment at 518857,
the four planes apgd bo timi 36 atbacked. insbtend, an alteraste igh,
the AR ombankmant ar Saurdevel at TH8S8Lf). Bigib bumbs wers drouped on
tais Bpb. Sight planes atteexsd the emplocsesnt atl 501638, aud 14
bonbs wors dropped on this bgh) -- D830 over eaplacsazent at 150LG55;
2843 over Rut scocmicient ar ssurdeval st B517u.
45 ).}O-lb $8'g Loeded  (B-1) 2se ‘l’bi}
22 on bgte. (5 on i swbonksent ar gswrdeval 2% 1203100 ih on wmplmesuend
=t ES50LEE5 ).
i drgpped on runwey o2 return.
1 Gxopyued on oo wnluoun '&,at of a550%.
alb wb Stert of vive - 4,023 £,
aagle of dive ~- S50 dﬁg
41% p% selense ~- 80U £,
A1L 14 bozbs droapad oa the emplacensat st LTHOLSSS Dsll in tne tgt svss. The
plliots saw Fielde end troes in the wrez. pi“h'{; boubs were dropped on the R
submniasent nr Sewrdevel st 1386175, bub ths resulis ware poor. Thers was oaly
ont ¢losy nit.
thrw £ -~ il
cumuive slouds al 5,000 £b witn 8/10 soversge ia vieinity or fisld -- farther
asuth tnere were ghratus ;%ﬁ;ﬂé clopia &Y 6,000 £5 -~ from &/10 to 10710 oot
SHE0 - 0T58,
and O ~= il
Good
12 %o 15 tenks seen moving B ua 3 road In vieinlity of TU037. Tanks were geen
at 0F45. Igb flax gun positions poen plizitly I8 of THOI7. A7 Iph flas puwe
sasn An oastern pard of 3t fa.
vy and mod flak of unkatwn Beouragy at T5281.
Iag\u iﬁt, nwee fla-. b W§70
Igt, int, Snoco Plak Ff sosewhsre on a sirels of radius of ¥ =i with canter at
¥illers ab T8053%.
Lh HAREC desty ) aras cexr and killsd tae Seorsan rumiing wsoross the road al T9057.
s BT0LL destr 1 trusk at 19057.
Ha} HASSESR and some of the pilots wita hia (T;xwre wers 7 piloie with hiaj destr
treg tenks at THO5T7. )
Capt OFSOUHELL dees & loce at 17830,
T =~ %he mission uas fairly sucsossiul.
Y ~- 3o B/A bearing Allied Harkings noted,




397th Fir Sgin 8-2 hpt on au Armed Reconnaismncs {w/bosba} dission of 29 Jun 44

" {Sqdn siissicn Ho.

-~ 357k Pir Sgdn ~~ Jpne O do. [Gu-3l -— 20 Jun L% -- pission do. TWu.
== 11 == no Sparss.
- Hil e
= 11 -~ Ditched ares w/V¥inicloa et TE279; ulserimy in woode conteinlng many
ochjectn thet looked like wood piles ond condaining pun emplaccusnte
st T2530; weoded reed junetion at 2427 -- 1340,
21 % BIE P4 500-1h @P's Loaded. (1/10 nose fusing -~ 140 tail fusingl.
21 on tg“u
Alt at Start of Dive —~ 3,500 £1.
4ngle of Dive - L0 deg.
Al%: ub Releses ~- 2,000 ft.
Eight bowdbs dfopped on cluaring in woods ab T2530. dHins bosbu drogped om
wooded roud juneticn ot T2437. Your Bombe dropped on ditoned area comvaining
vehicles st T2279.
- il
—— 1 e &0 -~ 50 2] apmaibion.
=~ 2/L% Frodepick O. Stellj was fiying the dempged planz. The imatrwsnb paunol
wag hit. Pleces of stasl fron the instrusent psuel and the ammunition plerced
hic fecs and eyes. The sgusdron purgeon stabtes that he is not sericusly injured.
e g0d B e Wil
~~ geathor was £ poor and rainy. Jiredo cusaius clouds of /10 soverage from 4,000
4o 5;033 ﬁs
% -~ AP 1512 ~= 1425,
- gud O — Hil
P == Goud
G ~-- In the aresg in ths visiniiy of the tgte at 42530 and 12427 there g4fF were
many vehiclos well hidden in wooded ragioas. in the sres in the vieinity of
the target st T2279 thers was g suspiciously lerge nwber of buildings with
Hod Urogasg, Fhere uas one vohicls with m IHed Urodss; ostensibly en embulancs,
in this farget arsa whish strongly resesbled a Tizer tank. There were at least
20 vehicles in this Target ares with nod Crosees and they pulled uwder ths
trese, ou uot usnessseuryd in the ompe of genuine swwbuleneys, when owr plansa
approached,
B ~- Igt, int, ace flaikc at T1830.
3 - Capt HANINI's flight deatr tuc trucks smd two buses &l T2023.
Cept TALBOIT'e £1ight desty two or three vohicles at T2427, the igt bozbed by
that flight. 411 three planes in Yajor HENDRICK3' flight atrafed the tgt asl-
eoted by the Fflight {(¥2279), bui thars are no claias.
T == The t5t st Vesly at T205708 wus not YFAKHE boabhed, bsacauss nothing worih
boubing was soea thers.
- U =~ Ho B/A bearing Alliec Hsrkings noted.




SEYREX

3076h Ftr dgdn 9«2 Rpt on a Diwe Bombing Miasion of 0 June 1954 ~— iisslon do.

—-——.’

A ~= 357th Fir Ggin ~— Opns O Ho, ¥21-5% — 30 Jun 44 - iiesion Ho. \EB.
B ~= 8 == po gpares. .
¢ - {ne -~ Eng failure ~- londed ot gtris 45.
D wm 7 == AnAY =~ gupr -- Olon == 1550.
B ~= 15 & 50081p GP'g Loaded (8-11 sec del).
P/H£ 1h on tgt. ’
i feil off on remway on lending.
1 wos still on plane ot time of landing.
Alt at 2tert of Dive — 10,000 Tt
mgl. off Dive —~ 60 d@gt
Alt Bt Relsase -~ 3,000 £h.
Flenas flew over £5% 5 times - bombing wes done third tiss. The Rirst tins
the plenes Fflow below the olouds end ware driven awey by hscvy, intense, accurats
£iek and 1ighi, soager; accurate Fflak. The socond time iho planes f£low sboys the
clouds, ¥Yhe olouds wore pight over the tgbt and wade it impossible Yo gee the tgh.
Tie desmignated tgte were road junotions in the down. Wea condilions cbscured
these road junctions. Hasnos, the town in general was bombeds Nesulis unobserved.
- HEL
e TG == A we Fluls.
One - Ad = Flolze
I e thra K ~= HiL
-~ Curztlug clouda 2r 3,000 to 5,000 £ ~— 6/10 to 7/10 covsrage. Uood visib.
L i 1&55 haied }.52}.'
& U~ Hil
B e Good
g =~ ¥hwn ot pilots £lew over the £yt il sernsd to fhes that the toun had previcusly
vesr hozvily bhosbed.
i -~ ~ Bvy, dnt; acs flai st Aumey -~ suar - Odon
igdy wong; ooc flak ot dumey - sur - D3O,
- HiL
-~ &ftor the bombing hed hoen completed, owr planos roturned $6 base instead of
patrolling %o ths south. )
i~ Our pilots eew no E/A besring Allied Harkings.




