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Installment XIV WISTORY OF THE 397¢d FIGHTER SQUALAUN Section A

1.

2,

ORGANIZARION (e.g. chanzes aifected by the transfer of the unit or new I/0's)
REGATIVE
8TRENGTH ON T.o LAST DAY OF THE MUNTis
UNI* BiAENGEH AS OF 31 MARC .
OFFICZRS ASSIGN®D . . . . .
B ABBIENED 5 o 4l o 0 we p e we
OFFICERS ATTAHED . ¢« ¢ « ¢ + .

E TTACHED
BN ATIAOHED o+ ¢ o o v 5 5 s 5 %

ARRIVAL AT AND DEPARTURE Frus EACH STATION OCCUIPED Ii Tit ETO:

NO CHANGE IN STATICN,

LOSSES IN ACTIuas
lst Lt George L. Bguer -- lMIA -- 28 March 1545

AWNARDS TO AND DECORATIUNSOF MEMZIRS OF THE SqJADKONG

let Lt Arledge -- Purple Heart

let Lt Arps -- Oak Leaf Cluster to DFC
Capt Deme -- Qax Leaf Cluster to DFC
lst Lt Foltz -- DFC

Ma jor Leary -- 8ilver Star, DFC

let Lt Clden -- DFC

lst Lt Potter —- DFC

lst Lt Soo -- DFV

lst Lt Stoll -- DFC
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Installment IX HISTORY OF 14E 397Td FIGHTER SQUADKON

Section “B"

L R I B R N I R I N I B
. SECTION "B " b
. Nerretive .
. Covering the Month by
* of March 1945 .
- -
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MAR 1 -~ This month apened with a day of great operational activity. Seven missions
of four ships and one of eight ships got off, The weather was not to good and deterioration
towards the end of the day necessitated two blind bombing missions, A tabulatimnof the
missions and their results is es follows:

1, Support for VIII Corps: Krause, Keil, Kalen, and dorowitz, 1 tank destroyed;
3 41 destroyed, 8 damaged; 30 rail cars damaged.

2. Support for VIII Corps: Clary, Buck, Sharp, and Uterhart. 6 tanks damaged;
5 WT destroyed, & damaged.

3. Support for VIII Corps: Horlacher, Price, Hogan, and Thornton. 1 tank des-
troyed, 2 damsged; troops strafed.

4, Leaflets dropped on smal towns opposite >rd Army front. Carbine, Hord,
Patrick, and Hunt.

5. Support for VIII Corps: Lewss, Shepard, Frisbie, and Halpin. Both ends of a
tunnel containing a train.

6. Homburg M/Y: Barker, Shea, Fauley, and Koatrach. A shed and 18 care destroyed.

7. Blind bombing NRO., Krause, Keil, Halen, and dorowitz.

8. Blind bombing of Pohlbach, NHO but commended by controller. Horlacher, Price,
Hogan, Thornton, Clary, Koenig, Sharp, and Uterhart.

A commendation from Lt General Spgatz, OG of the US Strategic Air Forces in curops,
dated. 27 Pebruary, was received by Ninth Air Force. It was passed down through the chain
of command to this squedron. The commendation citee all unite for their work on 22
February when the last remmants of the Ardennes bulge were being wiped up. 25 February
will be remembered as one of the biggeet days in the history of this squadron.

MAR 2 -~ Operational activity wes limited to two wissions today because of poor wea-
ther.Both were very successful but umspectacular. The firet concentrated on a fuel storage
depot at LangenselBold which was hit with great accuracy. Carbine, £lliott, Carlson, Hunt,
dogen,Price, Lewis, Shea, Kalen, Wright, Barker, Hord, Fauley, and Arledge took part.

The second mission beat up a group of four oil tanks near iginz as well as an MT re-
pair depot, On this mission were: Xrause, Keil, Frisbie, dalpin, Clary, Buck,Sharp,
Uterhart, Lewis, Shepard, Patrick, Thornton, Barker, Koenig, Kalen, and Wright.

® % X % ¥ % 8 £ F % % Ex%
BAD DAY FOR JERAY'S RAIL = Today the squadron flew elsven four ship missions in
TRAFFIC 184 CAsS * supprt of the 20th Corps, the $4th Infantry Division and
SHOT up * the 10th Armd Division. Resulte were good, in general, but
HARCH 3 * not records., A resume of the missions is as follows:
% B R ¥ S X ¥ X R R RS
1. Krause, Keil, Kalen, end Hdunt., 2 houses destroyed and 42 damaged at Greim-
erth, A probable rocket launcher was destroyed.
2. Hogan, LeGrand, Patrick, and Wright. 12 rail cers destroyed, 15 damaged;
2 rail cuts.
3, Clary, Buck, Snarp, and Uterhart. 20 flat cars damaged.
Carbine, Deputy, Frisbie, and Thoraton, 20 rail cars damaged.
Berker, Elliott, Fquley, and Arledge. 25 rail cars damaged.
Krause, Ghancellor, Kalen, and dalpin. 8 buldings destroyed, 8 damaged;
1 locomotive destroyed; 8 barracks, 2 HMT and 12 tail coaches damaged.
7. Hogan, Sheprd, Patrick, end Hunt. 2 towns bombed.
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Inatallxent IX HISTORY OF TdAE 397Td FIGATEn SQUADAON Section " B

8, Clary, Keil, Sharp, and Wright. 10 buildings and probably several vehicles
destroyed.
9. Carbine, Koenig, Frisbie, and Uterhart. 10 rail cars and 40 MT destroyed or

damaged.

10, Barker, Price, Fauley, and Arledge. 4 T destroyed, 25 damaged; 1 logomotivex

destroyedix i
11, Krause, Buck, Kalen, and rglpin., Several buildings destroyed.

MAR 4 -~ There were no operations today due to bad weather both here and in be tgt area

Group Special Orders No, 21 of this date send Capt Horlacher and Lts Helliesen and
Yandel to the Riviera for seven days leave.

Lts Hogan, Clary, and Zalen are sent to the Fighter Control Center of XIX TAC for a
period of two days to study methods of ground control.

Hq Ninth Air Force Special Orders No., 36 of 28 Pe bruary 1945 received today make the
following awards to pilots of this squadront

Lt Vernon V. Murphy, MIA is awarded the DFC for aggressive leadership in attacks
against the enemy equipment from May to October, Lt Henry F. Arps receives an Usk Leaf
Cluster his DFC for deetroying a great quantity of enemy armor on 27 July.

Hq Ninth Air Force Special Orders No. 39 fa of 28 February 1945 also received today
citeseveral of our pilots for speclal awards. Lt Roland C. Potter, now HIA, is awarded
the DFC for his combat skill in destroying an ME 109 on 18 Cecember. .

Lt William S. Lewis is awarded the DFC for hie sjillful combat maneuvers on 8
December,

Lt Williem C. Olden, now MIA, receives the DFU for breaking up an enemy tank
attack on 4 December.

MAR 5 -- Lta Bgrker and Frisbie weat out on a weather recce early this morning. Their
report combined with other weather information indicated no operations for today.

MAR 6 -- Continued bad weather, no flying today.
Captain Catlson, who recently returned to the squadron &fter 30 days leave in the USA
has supplied the following information on former pilots of this squadron:
Captain O'Connell, "OM{ie" to the boys of the squadron, is now a basic instructor
at Goodfellow Field, San Angelo, Texas.
Captain Lougee, who left the squadron just after we arrived at Chievres last
October, was married ahortly after nis return to the states. He is now stationed as an
Advanced Instructor at Moore Field, Mission, Texas.
Lt Sutcliffe was also married when he returned to the US. de is now an Advanced
Instructor at Luke Field, Fhoenix, Arizona.
Lt Rogvold is an Advanced Instructor at Foster Field, Victoris , Texas.
General Orders No. 43 from Headquarters of Ninth Air Force awards tne Ugk Leaf Cluster
to the DFC to Capt Dame for wxtraordinary achievement against the enemy on O Dewember
when he destroyed tw@enemy aircraft.

MAR 7 -- Continued bad weather, no flying.

Ths pilots of this squadron held an informal meeting today to adopt a name for the
squadron. Many suggestions had been made in the past but the name finally chosen for
adaption was®Jabo Angels®. The word "Jabo" is an sbreviation for the German words for
¥ " fighter bomber" (Jagd Bomber). The"Jabos" were the most feared allied weapon during the
sweep across France and Belgium and did more to dierupt German morale than any other agency.

MAR 8 -- 8till no operations due to poor weather.

Group Special Orders No. 22 of this date appoint Lt Gill a Class "A" Finance Officer.
Lt Gol Carbine is appointed to the Aircraft Accident Investigation Board. Lt Frisbie
is sent to the Fighter Control Center of XIX TActical @ontrol Group to observe installations

there.
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A commendation from General Vandenburg, CG of Ninth Air Force, commending maintenance
personnel on establishing an 83% operation status on all asircraft throughout the winter
campaigny was issued today. A special endorsement from General Weyland to the 368th Group
commended it on maintaining a 90% operational average; while that of XIX TAC was 58,

NAX 9 -- The weather finally cleared up enough to allow a mission to take off this
afternoon, A group of warehouses and a marshalling yard at Limbarg were bombed end al-
though fires were observed, specific damage could not be determined beceuse of mist and Em
smoke, Miesion pilots were: Krause, Brayton, Bguer, LeGrend, Lewis, Chancellor, Fxiebie,
and Horowitz, ’ i

HAR 10 -- Two missions today performed armed redces in the Saar Bgsin. A supply depot
at Vogelbach was blasted with great damagfand targets in the vicinity of Dilsburg were
attacked with damage to several oil tanks, a radio station and severgl trucks.On the
first “ission were: Carbine, Barco, Patrick, Hostrack, Carleon, Laubaugh, Weinstein, and
Leavoy, Kerr, Deputy, Tuite, and Woodworth.

Weather closed in én the second misseion forcing our planes to drop their bombs
tharough the overcast on Neunkirchen by Rgdar control., Krause, Hord, Wright, Thornten,
Hogan, Keil, Fauley, Uterhart, Clary, Knooihmizen, Sharp, and Horowitz took part

MAf 11 -~ Bad weather held all planes on the ground today.

Group Special Orders No. 25 of this date place Lt Ludwig on temporary duty for three
days to assist in moving the 83rd AirBrome Sq from A 94 to Trier, By the same orders,
Capr Krause and Lte “atrick , Hogan, end Arledge are sent to the Riviera for seven days.
Lt Sharp is sent to the Fighter Control Center at Hq XIX Tgqctical Control Group for two
days to visit the installations there,

MAR 12 -- All planes grounded again today due to bad weather conditions.

MAR 13 -- Horlacher, Bgrco, Tuite, and Horowitz flew mxx an uneventful patrol mission
in the area of &&xk Searbru yen and Thionville this noon.

The second mission bombed the i/T Repair Shops at Friedberg. “heir bowbing was
very effective and most of the area was left in flames. They also £imw destroyed two
locomctives, two bussee and about ten motor transport. Pilots were: Kerr, Knooihuizen,
Baker, Woodworth, Lewis, Brayton, Weinstein, ihornton, Bauer, Shea, Tuite, Horowitz,
Barker, Chancellor, Fauley, mnd Leavoy.

The third mission bombed the marshalling yard at Dirmingen. 1) cars were destroyed
by bombs and 50 others wsre damaged by strafing. On thie miesion were: Cgrbine, Deputy,
Frisbie, Price, Weinstein, Fein, Koenig, Bguer, Laubaugh, Kglen, LeGrand, Carson,
Barco, Bgker, and Halpin.

Squadron Crders No. § of this date spoint Lt Gundlach Soldier Voting Officer.

Group Special Orders No. 24 of this date aseign Pvt Irvin F. sirkle and Pvt Irving
Schluman to this squadron.

MAR 14 == ® * % % & % & % & * % 5 % & % % & = &
* ONE YEAR AGO TODAY, 368Td GrlUP
* BECAME OPERATI IN UK

5 % 5 E X B NSRS E RSN

Today marks the firet aniversary of the 368th sroup ae an mopersional wnit. In ca}cbru-
tion of X this imporant event dances were held for both the Ufficers and Enlisted sen
on the town of Metz.

It has been a year of very intense activity and great accogplishment, (if destruc-
tion can be thus termed) by the group. The 397th has played a very large part in these
operations and lsads in most of the categories of destruction., S.ome of the Group totals
are as follows: Sorties flown: 13,418; Tons of bombe dropped: 4249; Tanks: 4833 destroyed,
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551 daraged; Notor transpc locomotives:
damaged; Rail roed cars: 1678
deMaged, 52 probably destrouyed.

A letter of apprecieticn was received from the Commandiing
sroup, Lt Col Fremk S, Perezo, thankinz all members of unit for their
cooperation ia buildinz up such an emiirent « L& ion and expressing
in their continued suczessful efforts.

Three missions were flown today. The first & bed storsge area a
Nontaba The bombing was very sccurate and ) i

d; aircraft:

i arny drive without incident,
e i e vt SR I The third mission be
EIG BATTLIE XNEAR the 386tk Syuadron. #hile borbi
MAINZ, SCORE : radio that the 395th Squadron wa
* Selwl TOR NO LO33ES There was plenty left fcr our
FREESENEEEAED tangled with the Jerries at
and emerzed with four battle damsged only, after
probably destroying & seventh, Individual viztories were sco one
ME 109 destroyed; Lt LeGrand - one E 109 dsstroyed, one ME 109 cbably destroyed,
r - two MZ 109's destroyed; and Lt Chancellor two ME 10 troyed. This wes
t serial combat since the 16 January and tke clear cut v y provided and
imex to our first anniversar: celebresticn,

MAR 15 =~ Cne mission got off about noon todey and bombed & reil bridge far inside
Germany. The bridge was not seriously demaged but they did clonher & train of 15 care
near the bridge. Carlson, Lsubaugh, Frisbie, Halpin, Weinstein, Blliott, Sharp, Hunt,
B_uer, Shepard, Kalen, Koenig, Kerr, Knooihuizen, Tuite, and Woodworth flew.

Group Special Crders lNo, 25 of this date restored 1/Sgt Herbert D, Grey to nis
former rank of Mgster Sergeant. E

MAR 16 -~ Two of todays four missions were spent attacking the same rail bridge
that our plenes went after yesterdey. Un the first mission, Lt Thornton scorsd a
direct hit which did great damage to the superstructure but failed to drop the spam
into the river, Cerbine, Deputy, Fauley, Halpin, Lewis, Brayton, Fein, Thornton,
Weinetein, Elliott, Sharp, Bauer, Horlacher, Chancellor, Leavoy, and Helliesen took part

The seconfl mission pounded out one of the spproaches but failed to damage the bfidge
They destroyed 4 locomotives and forty-three rail cars, however. Mission pilots were:
Kerr, Deputy, Baker, Woodworth, Clary, Buck, Arledge, Uterhart, Lewis, Laubaugh,

Fein, Hunt, Baker, Shea, Sharp, and Leavoy.

kA Col Dougles and Lts Wright, Ygndel, and Halpin dropped leaflets on several towns
in front of the 3rd Army drive and strafed a train of 25 cars.

The last mission was sent off in a hurry without bombs to patrol the Ramagen
bridgehead over the rhine, Lt Bauer's flight destroyed > halftracks, 2 large vans,

6 MT and damaged 5 tanks. Lt Weinstein tangled with a mysterious blood red 7 35 over
our field. It bore no markings and made & pass at Lt Weinstein's plane, but later
evaded towards Necey. Mission pilots were: Oarbine, Chancellor, Kelen, Frice, Weinstein,
Keil, Tuite, Koenig, Bauer, £nooihuizen, Helliesen, LeGrand, Clary, Elliott, Kostrach,
and Thoraton.

MAR 17 -- Bad weather prevented all operations today.

lst Lt Manuel K. 500 finished his tour of duty with the 397th today and prepared
to leave. He had been with the squadron exactly one year and during this time had flown
101 combat missions. Lt 500 is being transferred to the 66th Fighter Wing of the & th
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Eﬂsullmout__xﬂ HISICRY UF THE 3977TH FIGHATER SQUAURAON
Fighter Comzend under the 8tn Air Force, stationed in ingland. We understand thst his
plans for the future include marresige to his fiancee in England st the earliest possible
dabe, -

MAR 18 =- Again our first mission went out after the same railroad bridge newr
Saxenhsusen. This time the scored five hits of undamaged portions of tne bridge and an
additional hit in the existing breach. 2 locomotives were destroyed, 1 damaged and 21
cars were shot up. Pilots were: Carbine, Bgrco, Helliesen, Hunt, Bguer, Koenig, Yandel,
LeGrand, Clary, Buck, Uterhart, Leavoy, Barker, Woodworth, Bgker, and Kostrach.

The second mission headed up north east of Frankfurt where they destroyed 20 box cars,
10 szall warehouses and 2 edministrative buildin.e by very accurate bombing. Un this
miesion were: Kerr, Laubaugh, Barker, Halpin, Bauer, Deputy, Fein, wright, Clary,
Knooihuizen, Tuite, Price, Weinstein, Shea, Arledge, and rord.

The third mission carried no bombs and went out on a strafing perty on the Frankfurt
Henau area. Kerr and Barco shot up & train of 15 flat cars carrying 4 KT eaeh as well
@8 three oil cars. A large oil truck with Red Cros: merkings was strafed and burned
fiercely, showing the perfidious devices to which the German srmy has been driven. Kerr
and Bgrco also damaged 100 sdditional camouflaged vehicles, Carbine, Johnston, Fein,
Wright, Berker, Elliott, Kostrach, Arledge, Horlacher, Buck, Vandel, Leurend, Kerr, and
Barco took part.

A commendation frow General Weyland wes subsequentlg received by Group for the work
done today. The commendation rsads in part -"your splendid asccomplishments have decis-
ively affected the ability of the enemp to prolong the uselessstruggle, and ultimate
victory is nearer because of your efforts.,"

MAR 19 =- Today wae very active with five missions going out to demoralize the enemy
in fpont of the repidly sdvancing 3rd Army.

The first mission destroyed 2 oil tanke snd four tank cars at the thbenhausen
Fael Dump, in eddition to destroying 6 locomotives. Pilots were: Carbine, Elliott, Wrignt
dunt, Bauer, Johnston, Bgker, Leavoy, Clary, Keil, Helliesen, Price,
Barker, tHord, Arledge, and Kostrach,

The second mission bombed Wendelsheiw destroying wight buildinge. Ker:, Knooihuizen,
fendel, Woodworth,Weinstein, Laubaugh, Tuite, and Halpin.

Carbine, Helliesen, Koenig, Uterhart, Clary, and Shea flew the third misein which
destroyed & rail cars end damagd 10, and clobbered 50 or 40 horse drawn vehicles.

The fourth miseion bombed Armcheim destroying seven buildings and knocking out
a few gun positions and venicles. Bgrker, Barco, Kostracn, Arledge, Tuite, Deputy,
Bgker, and Leavoy took part.

Flonheim was the target of the fifth miseion, wner@ three venicles and ten build-
inge were destroyed. It was too dark to straf. Kerr, Buck, Wright, :dunt, Weinstein,
and Keil flew.

A commendation from the historian of XIX TAC was received today by Group cpmp-
limenting the three squadron historians on the excellence of their February inetallments.
Gpoup Special COrders No., 27 of this date attach 3/3gt Joseph A. Cavela 10 this

&g squadron. : : L

MAR 20 -- As ueneral Patton's Third Army presses on toward and across the shine
spearhead by the Fourth Armered Division, our missions become more and more extended,

16 planes are sent out on a mission and frequently stay out over three nours. Although
briefings sre very early and the janes take off at dawn, three of theee missions generally
consume all of thy daylight hours. Todays operaticns were typical of this phase.

The first mission bombed a supply depot near Frankfurt. Fires and explosions were
caused. A great varity of argets were strafed. 5 locomotives and lo cars were destroyed and
7 cars were damaged, 5 MT were destroyed and 5 famagéd and severql coal ges tanks were
destroyed. Krause, Jomnston, Wright, Halpin, Tuite, Knooihuizen, Yandel, Woodworth, Hogan,
Keil, Patrick, Price, Clary, Buck, Helliesen, and Hord were on the mission.
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T The second misdon demolishoed a small MT park with very accurate bombing., 12 box cars
were strafed. Mission pilote were: Carlson, Jonnston, Wright, Hdalpin, Tuite, Knooihuizen,
fandel, Woodworth, Clary, Keil, Hdorowitz, Price, Kerr, Deputy, relliesen, and Hord,

The third mission bombed and strafed e motor vehiclespark neat Heidingsfeld, Several
warehouse buildinge and several vehicles were destroyed, but smoke largely obliterated
the target making sssessment difficult, Missin pilots: Carbine, Jonneton, Wright, Halpin,
Tuite, Knooihuizen, Yandel, Woodworth, 8xXxx, Keil, Horowitz, Price, Kerr, Deputy, Helliesen
and Hord. Clary

’

MAR 21 -- Three rail cutting misdons north east of Frenkfurt occupded tne suadron
today. The firet miesin missed the rials due to bad weather conditions but claimed a few
vehicles destroyad by strafing., Pilots were: Krause, Buck, Baber, runt, Hogan, Elliott,
dorowitz, LeGrand, Weinstein, Barco, Patrick, Uterhart, Clmy, Shea, Kostrach, and Koenig,.

The second mission was deterred from their rail cuttiir s29i maent whe they sighted
thirty ME 109's over Frenkfurt. They dropped their bombs on the city dedtroying two large

buildings and cutting reile. The enemy aircraft were high above ours and wmanaged to evade.
They did not attack and by the time ur planes had geined esufficient altitude they had
gotten away. Pilots were: Carbine, Frice, Perego, Halpin, Tuite, Laubaugh, fgndel,
Woodworth, Bguer, Johnston, Kright, Leavoy, Baker, Keil, Arledge, end Hord.

High croes winds foiled the ettempt by the third miesion to cut the first ssdgned
stretch of trakk, but the second sgretch was cut in two pleces end & bridge destroyed.
20 reil care were destroyed and 25 demaged by etrafing., Kerr, Knooihuizen, Fein, Hunt,
dogan, Shea, Horowitz, Levrend, weinstein, Barco, Baker, Uterhart, Clary, Buck, Koetrech,
and Koenig took part.

¥AR 22 -- XIX TAC ie very insistent sbot getting our two stretchee of rail cut and
two more missionswere sent out sfter tne saue reil lines today. The object is to prevent
Lhe Jemmans from bring up reinforcements to ettack the rirst Army bridgehead across the
Rhine at Remagen. The first mission cut the first stretch in one Aace und the second in
three places. € locomotives and 34 rail cars were destroyed and 30 reil cars damaged.,
Capt Kerr's flight did most of the strafing. Carlson, Barco, Bgker, Halpin, Tuie, Kndo-
ihuizen, Fatrick, Woodworth, Bguer, Shepard, Horowitz, Le Grend, Kerr, Chencellor, Fauley,
and Hord.

FERA S E D L6 F H ISR E & * The tail line wae cut in one place and dauaged

* LT WAlGHT GEIS A Blu BANG OUT et taree other places by the second mission. In

. OF HIS Wurlk the strafing which followed, Lt Wright got better

$EE S F RS ETERES S resulta than he had bargkned for, He strefed a
small building in a supply depot which explodé with such forse that it nearly knocked
him out of the air. His plane wa badly demaged. A colusn of smoke shot up 6000 feet high
and sowe of our planes ashigh as 10000' were rocked by the force of the explosion. It
was thought that Riquid hydrogen mp have been stored in the building., Several other build-
ings es well as @ 20 freight cars disappeared. In addition, 12 buildinge were set n fire,
35 box care were damaged and 40 to 50 MTe were strefed and damaged. Pilots were: Carbine,
Jobnston, Wright, Uterhart, Lewie, Brayton, Fein, Hunt, Weinstein, Shes,Arddge, frice,
Barker, Keil, Kostrack, and Leavoy.
Frapon ey BOE SR The third wisesin went out without bombs to stref rail treffic
* 261 RAIL CARS * near Fulda. They inflagted tarrific damage. 5> locomotives were destroyed;
* DeSTROLED OR * 130 box care were destroyed, 50 damgec; 351 oil cars were destryed and 30
* DAMAGED ON * demaged. In addition, 11 NT were destroyed end 6 dameged. Most of the
* ONE mISSION ! * box cars conteiné emmunition which continued to burn and explode for some
®®%® %% S time . This wae our biggest day of rail traffic destruction so far
with l2locomotives and 360 rail cars either destroyed or damaged. Krause, Barco, Baker,
Deputy, Tuite, Laubsugp Patrick, Woodworth, Hogan, Koenig, Horowits, Levrand, Clary,
Buck, Fauley, and Hord flew the third mission.

Group Specid Orders No, 29 of thds date aproint Lt Frisbie a Class"A" Finance Ufficer
and assign Pvt Kenneth L. Kallenberg to this squadron.
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HAR 25 -- Another big day of making life hell for the Jerries as they hestily with-
drew from meny sgare miles of the "sacred soil of the Reich" under the onsleught of the
First and Third Armies. A marshalling yard was bombed near Wurzburg end great damsge was
caused although the results were covered by clouds of smoke and dust, By strafing, 1 MI
was destroyed, 4 damaged; &4 rail cars damaged. They also strafed an sirfield near Wurz-
burg. Barker and Chancellor destroyed & JU 88, Shea an ME 109, and Arledge an ME 109.

Un this miseion were: Carbine, Johnston, Helliesen, Helpin, Lewis, Knooihuizen, Fein,
Hunt, Bauer, Deputy, Yandel, Levrand, Barker, Chancellor, Arledge, and Shea,

The second mission bombed two warshalling yards near Ascheffenburg. At lesst 18
cars were destroyed and 14 damaged., In the same yards, strafing etarted wany fires which
exploded smmunitin demeging or destroying 90 more box cars. 3 locomotives were destryed
and thre: damaged as well @s 22 more box cars damaged. 15 barges were strafed and dameged
on tne hhine, Douglas, Buck, Helliesen, Price, Lewis,Johnston, Wright, Hunt, Bgrker,
Chancellor, Kostrgh, Shea, Horlacher, Keil, Uterhart, and tomowitz flew.

ENALRITE B I N ES ¥ e iy third Slkeion wint after the airfield near wurz-
11 AINCHAFT DESTnuY:-D OK DAMAGEL * burg 8gan. 2planes were destroyed and 4 damaged by
UN THE GBOUND. TOTAL FUR DAY * bombs. Lt Col Douglas destoyé an ME 262 and Lt Buck
CEEXFS 30 TR G 5 AR S dama jed an x5 262 by strafing., In addition an ammun-
ition dump wes strafed with large explosins and fire, 6 barracks, 6 trucks, anf 5 rail
vars were destroyed plus 2 locomotives destroyed and 15 rail cars. Lt Col Douglas, Buck
fdelliesen, Price, Leis, Jomnston, Wright, Hunt, Barker, Chancellor, Xostrach,3hea,
Horlacher, Keil, Uterhart, and Horowitz flew on this mission,

Group Special Orders No. 30 of this date send Lt Col Carbine and Lts Horowitz and
Leavoy to the riviera for seven days operational leave. Lt Gundlach is appointed to the
Board of Ufficers for the purpose of reclassification of enlisted personnel.

Special Orders No., 82 of Hq Ninth Air Force of this date announce the pomotion of the
following officers of this squadron from Second Lieutenmant to First Lieutenant: Lts
Arledge, Kostrach, Uterhart, wrijt, dorowitz, and Leavoy. QX
L Todey saw eight, eight ship minﬁu flown, establishing a
* 64 SORTIES FLOMN * new record in number of sorties for any one day by this sgadron.
* TDAL * A NEW * All of these wissions were flown without bmbs, ae area cover for
* SQUABRON RECORD * the 12th Corps, between Weisbaden, Aschafenburg, and Bad Nauheim.
. HARC* 24 * The first mission was the only one that did any strafing. Two
¢S x% s s locomotives were destroyed and 12 cars full of troops were dam-
aged. Krause, Brayton, Leavoy, Koenig, Weinstein, Barco, Uterhart, Horowitz, were ;the
pilots. The seven other missions werecompletely uneventful.

MAR 25 -- Bur long spell of good weather held today permitting three missions of
sixteen ships each, They were all armed recces to Bad Kissingen and back. Two marshalling
yards were bombed on the first mission, destroying two locomotives and seven cars and dem-
aging 25 other cars. Strafing destroyed 5 locomotives and damaged l2cars, a barge, and
4 MT. Pilots were: Krause, Laubaugh, Helliesen, Woodworth, Hogan, Keil, Patrick, Koenig,
Lewis, Brqyton, Wright, Hunt, Clary, Jomston, Arledge, and Kostrach,

Bombing on the second mission destroyed 2 tanks, S5 MT and 2 horse drawn vehicles.
Strafing destroyed 84 MT and damaged 25, 38 homse drawn vehicles were destroyed and 12
dameged, as well as several miscellaneous targets. Kerr, Lgubaugh, Dame, Koenig, Wein-
etin, Buck, Fein, Shea, Tuite, Bgrco, Yandel, Price, Barker, Chancellor, Baker, and Hord
flew this miseion,

The third midsion of the dg destroyed two oil tanke and ten rail cars. Twelve cars
were damazed. Strafing damsged 2 tanks, and 4 MT. 28 MT were destroyed as well as 2 radio
installations.

Squadron Orders No. 9 of ths date state that Major Tuite has assumed command of this
Qquadron during the temporary sbsence of Lt Col Carbine at the niviera.Squadron Orders No,
10 of this date apoint Capt Johnston Inspecting Officer to Investigate and check the mess
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Operation of this organization,

MAR 26 -- Bad weather this morning turned baeck our planes before they reached the
target area. A second mission got off this afternoon and bombed @& marshalling yard at
Biskircaen ang an 0il refinery at Beienheim ed 5 care, a switch
house, and g hot S 3 bombing at the oil
refinery, - i i The boiler houss and o

. Dame, Kostrach, Hogan, Keil,
dellincn, Uterhart, Lewis, Brayton, Johnston, Arledge, and
Koenig took part in this mission,

MAR 27 -- Poor weather held up operations until this afternoon, A aission finally
&0t off in support of the VIII Corps., They boubed g refinery at Wolfersheim with excellent
results and left it g burning ruinm, Strafing destroyed 82 vehicles and damaged 10, Mis-
cellaneous targets included one locomotive destroyed, one damaged; 2 unidentified buildings
and 2 barracks damaged; 75 personnel gnd a flgk Position strafed,

HAR 28 -~ 7% firet mission was to have escorted medium bombers to & rail bridge far
east of the Rhine, but because of unsettled weather conditions the take off was at first
called off and then scheduled agai Due to the resulting delay, our plenes failed to
meet the bozbers at the rendez-vous point and the mission was fruitless. Pilots were; Kerr
Shepard, Fguley, Hunt, Lewis, Thoraton, fdelliesen, Wright, Hogan, Keil, Patrick, Arledgs,
Barker, Chancellor, Kostrach, and Sheas,

The second mission went out without bombs and did some strafing, They destroyed 118
venicles of various types and damagéd 174 ‘hey were part of the forces that tne Germans
arex frantically withdrawning easst of the Ahine, Krause, Knooihuizen, Frisbie, Deputy,
Tuite, Elliott, Baker, Price, Bauer, Halpin, Uterhart, Le@rand, Dame, Buck, Yendel,
Koenig, Fein and Hord took part in this great haul,

The 397th suffered the loss of its oldest and most popudar pilot on this miesian,

Lt seorge L, Bauer failed to pull out of his strafing pams, His plane crashed before he
had & chance to bail out, Lt Bauer had established a reputation for the the fearless
tactics he displayed while on wissions His plane alwaye seemed to bear the brunt of any
battle damsge sustained by the squadron., He entered the squadron on 26 June 1944, while
it was etationed at Strip 3. Lt 3guers home was Dundee, Illinois,.

HAR 29 -~ Hain and heavy clouds today prevented any operations agwinst the enemy.

Lt Yendel received a slipping from the "South Town Economist" of Chicago, I11, tell-
ing of his meeting with nis brother Overseas. Lt Ygndel's brother, Pvt Williem Yandel,
is with a divieion of General Patch's Beventh Arogy,

Our wmathematicaelly minded Ordinance Officer, Lt Ludwig, figured out that if all of
the bombs dropped by this squadron were dropped in one glgantic zx raid, a bomb would
fall avery second for two hours and fifty-five seconds,

Group Special Orders No, 32 of this date send Capt Kerr and Lts Kostrach and Wright
to the Rivieta for seven daye leave, Pfc Willis E, Harrison is assigned to thie squadron
and S/Sgt Gilbert C. Loveless, who is assigned to Group Hg, is attached to this squadron
for rations, quarters, and administretion,

MAR 30 -- YodaY's only operation was an uneventful escort missi n for medium bombers,
Our plees rendez-voused with them at Kirn and went on deep into Germany from there,
Bombing of an unknown target was done through a 10/10 overcast., Pilots of this wissions
were: Kruse, Kostrach, Patrick, Helpin, Weinetein, Elliott, PFein, Hunt, Tuite, Shepard,
Helliesen, Koenig, Yandel, Buck, Arledge, and LeGrand.

MAX 31 -~ Two very long armed feconnaissance missions took up all
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of today's operational time. Our troops have pushed eadtward so quickly that the bombline
is almost at the limit of our operational range even with belly tanks. Missions are now
Funning over three hours each,

4 barracks area and a supply dump were bombed and strafed by the first missin with
good results, (ne barracks was destroyed, fige damaged, Two of the storage buildings
were destroyed and thirteen additional buildings demaged. Three cars and four tanks were
dazaged, Carlen, Knooihuizen, felliesen, Halpin, Sharp, Thornton, Weinstein, Busk, Fein,
LeGrand, Clary, Elliott, Kalen, and Koeniz flew on this missin,

The second mission carried no bombs, They strafd neer Armstadt. 18 vehicles were
destroyed as well a8 threc locomotives and sevefal box cars, rilots were; Aerr, Brayton,
dogan, Hunt, Tuite, Laubaugh, Aostracn, Keil, Barker, Shea, Arledge, Hord, Dans, Shepard,
Patrick, and Uterhart flew on the nission,

The gdvent of Easter will be celebrated tonignt with a dance at the officers club,
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CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT) HEADQUARTERS
: IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND
NUMBER ) 47 APQ 995, US Army

E:A_'ﬂtl_x{p_dllg.\i OF VECTRY CREDITS BOAAD - AIR 16 March 1945

The "Confirmetion of Victory Credite Board", as appointed by par 6, SO 96,
this Headquarters dated 7 Pebruary 1945, awards victory credit claims to
the following officers this command:
e AR KB VICTORY XXOONFIRMED UNGONFIRM-D
CLAIM __ BICTGRY __ VICTGRY  E/A PLACZE  REMARKS

"R

IR L * s s

Capt William R,
Gibson 368 397 11/9 L @ 0o L @ O O O OWME 109 Eupen None

L B A L B A L * % % =

ELIAS H. WARREN, HENBERS 3

Lt Col, Air Corps, (SIDNEY F.BRODY, LT COL AC

President of Board. (JAMES A, HEDGRATH, MAJOR, AC B
( HARAY A, JAMES, CAPE, AC

APPROVED:
By command of Mgjot General QUESADA:

A. O, KINCAID,
Brig Gen, USa,
Chief of Staff.

A TRUE COPY3:

W . Fragnuo

MOURTON Hd. MAGNUS
lst Lt, Air Corps
397th 3-2 Officer

CONFIDENTIAL
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CORFIDENTIAL

COMBAT REPCRT *#%*» 2§D LIEUTENANT CHARLES E. LEGRAND ***** (0-830023
Type of Action :+ Combat
Date t+ 14 March 1945
Unit 1 368th Fighter Group , 397th Fighter Squadron
Time of Attack 1516 hours
Place of Attack Area of Mginxz
Weather 9/10 thin cirroestratus at 18000' visibility good
Type of Target 40 to 50 ME 109'g
Claims One ME 109 destroved, one ME 109 probably destroyed
Account of Combat '
I, 2nd Lt Cherles E. LeGrand, 0-830025, was flying Tropic Yellow four ona
Dive Bombing Mission at the town of Boppard on 14 HMarch 1945, As wes were bombing, we
received a call to go to the aid of the 39Pth Fighter Squadron which was engaged
in a fight near Mainz., We immediately headed for the fight and arrived at about 15000'
altitude, My element leader, lst Lt Vernon O, Fein, 0=767175, and I broke into
two ME 109's coming at us head on from 11 o'clock. I looked back and saw
& single ME 109 slightly above us, He dove down between me and my element leader.
I racked my plane over mg to the right to get him into my line of sight and fired a
long burst. I éaw many hits on the fudelage and cowling, He went into a spin to the right
and I saw the pilot bail out after about five turns.
Later, as we werc headed in an easterly direction, I spotted an HE 109 on the tail
of a red nosed P 47', The E/A snap rolled to the left and then went into a spiral
to the right, I dove after him and fired, I saw strikes on his fuselage snd black
smoke poured out. He staried 4c spiy dowm ec I pulled up in order to rejoin my leader.
I did not sec him go in.
I claim ons ME 109 destroyed and one ME 109 probably destroyed.
J. Ammunition expended : 380 rounds

/0 e - S
CHARLES 5., LEGRAND
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Pildt, 397th Ftr Sqdn

1, Combat film exists.
2, Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 HMarch 1345.
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CONFIDENTIAL

EIN, 0-767175

SUPPORTING STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT VERNON O, F
AlD, 0-830023

FOR COMBAT REPORT OF S=COND LIEUTENANT CHARLES E, LEG

Type of Action Combat

Date 14 March 1945

Unit 568th Fighter Group - 397th Fighter Squadron

Time of “ttack 1615 hours

Place of Attack Area of Mainz

Weather 9/10 this cirro-stratus at 18000' - visibility good

Type of Target 40 to 50 ME 109'g

Claims Supporting the claim of 2nd Lt Charles E, Le@rand

0-830023 to one ME 109 destroyed. (1t LeGrand also
probably destroyed one ME 109)
I. Account of Combat
I, 1st Lt Vernon O, Fein, ASN 0-767175 was flying Tropic fellow three on a
Dive Bombing Mission at Boppard on 14 sarch 1945, 2nd Lt Charles E. LeGrand, ASN
0-830023 was my wingman. We were called to the aid of the 395th Fighter Squadron
which was engaged in a dogfight near Mainz. As we approached the area at about
15000', we broke into two ME 109's. Lt LeGrand fell back just far enough to allow
another :Z 109 dive between his plane and mine. The E/A apparently did not see my
wingman, for it started to close in on me. Lt LeGrand was in a perfect position and
quickly pulled up on the £/A. He fired a long, accurate burst, @ saw strikes on the
center of the fudelage and on the top part of the cowling. The pilot of the E/A
hesitated for a second end then jettisoned his cenopy as the plane started to spin.
I saw him bail out and his chute open.
I confirm Lt LeGrandbclaim to one ME 109 destroyed.

/_ ~_,‘_4f~1,\--,'—ﬂ‘,/('£“\’\-~
VERNQN 0. FEIN

lst Lt, Air Corps
Pilot 397th Ftr Sqdn

1, Combat film exists
2, Combat film wes forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 March 1945

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

COMBAT REPORT ***FIRST LIEUTENANT VERNON O, FEIN *** 0-767175

A, Type of Action + Combat

B. Date t 14 March 1945

C. Unit t 368th Pighter Group, 397th Fighter Squadron

D. Time of Attack- ¢ 1615 hours

E. Place of Attack : Area of Mainz

F. Weather +  9/10 thin cirro-stratus at 18000' Visibility good
G. Tyoe of Target : 40 to 50 ME 109's

d, Claims t+ One ¥E 105 destroyed

I. Account of Combat 1

I, 1st Lt Vernon O Fein, ASN 0-767175, was flying Tropic Yellow three on a
Dive Bombing Mission in the area of Boppard mn 14 March 1945, We received a call
to go to the area of iainz where the 395th Fignter Squadron was engaged in combat
with forty or fifty ME 109's. We finished bombing and flew to the area of the .
fight. We were at about 15000'. I saw two ME 109's coming in at my wingman and me.
I broke hard left to come out on their tails. The lead EAA didn't see me as I broke
out of the sun. I fired a short burst at him and he went into a steep climb trying
to shake me. After a fww turns he again pulled into about a 70 degree climb strai-
ght ahead. I closed to 300 feet and fired a long burst. I eaw many strikes on his
wing roots and canopy and saw pieces fly off. Smolme poured out., He then leveled
off, jettisoned his canopy and started a turn to the right. From this right turn
the E/A went into a flat spin and started down leaving a heavy, black trail of
smoxe. My wingman and I followed him down from 16000' to the deck where he hit on
a clump of woods and exploded. The pilot did not bail out.

I claim one #E 109 destroyed.
Jo. Ammunition expended t 350 rounds

kgt & L
VERNON 0. FEIN

let Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Ftr Sqdn

l. Combat film exists
¢ Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 March 1945

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUPPOKTING STATEAEN® OF 2ND LIEUTENANT CHARLES E. LEGRAND, ASN 0-830023 FGR
COMBAT REPQRT OF 18T LIEUTENANT VERNON O, FEIN, ASN 0-767175

A. Type Bf Action + Combat

B. Date 1 14 March 1945

C, Unit t 368th Fighter Group, 397th Fighter Squadron

D. Time of “ttack + 1615 hours

E., Place of gttack t Area of Mainz

F. Weather t 9/10 thin cirro-stratus at 18000' visibility good

G, Type of Target + 40 to 50 ME 109'g

H, Claims 3 Supporting the claim of Vernon O, Fein, 0=767175 to
one ME 109 destroyed.

I. Account of Cogbat ]

I, 2nd Lt Charles E. Le@rand, 0-830023, was flying the wing of lst Lt
Vernon O, Fein, O=767175 on a Dive Bombing Mission at Boppard on 14 Mgrch 1945.
¥ were called to the aid of the 39th Fighter Squsdron which was engeged in s
dogfight ncar HMainz, As we antered that area at about 15000', Lt Fein broke sharpe
ly to the left into two ME 109's which were closing in on us from 11 O'clock high.
He got on the tail of one of the E/A and, climbing at & rather steep angle, he
opened fire, I saw a number of hits on the wing roots and fuselage of the E/A, and
several pieces flew off. The pilot jettisoned his canopy but did not bail out.
The E/A began to smoke badly and went into a spin. I followed it as it spun down
to the gound where it exploded.

I confirm Lt Fein's claim to one ME 109 destroyed.

Dhariia £ Loihav K
CHARLES E. LEGRAND
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Ftr Sqdn

1, Combat film exists.
2, Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 March 1985,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
SCOND LIEUTENANT JAXES W, CHANCELLOR, ASN 0-322129
T _LIEUTENANT 30B. V. BARKEX, ASN 0-763463 e

SUPPORTING STATEHEST OF 5
FOR COMBAT REPQRT OF FIis

Tyep of Action Combat

Date 14 March 1945

Unit 368th Fighter Group, 397th Fighter Squadron

Time of Attack 16151hours

Place of Attack Area of Mainz

Weather S¥0 thin cirro-stratus at 15000' -- visibility good

Tysp of Target 40 to 50 ME 109'g

Claims Supporting the claim of let Lt Bob V. Bgrker, ASH
0-753463 to one ME 109 destroyed.(Lt Barker also des-
troyd one additional ME 109)

I. Account of Combat H

I, 2nd Lt James W, Chancellor, 0-822129, was flying the wing of lst Lt Bob

V. Barker, AS. 0-763463 on a Dive Bombing Mission at Boppard, Germany on 14 lgrch

1945, We were called to the aid of the 395th Fighter Squadron which was engaged

in combat in the vicinity of Mginz, We arrived in the area at epproximately 15000'

and began searching for the fight, My leader, Lt Bgrker, sighted a singleME 109

end gave chase. We closed rapidly and Lt Barker started firing, The E/A broks right

and Lt Bgrker fired again., There was a flash of flame near the right wing root,

After about 90 degree of turn the EZ/A snapped into a spin and fell abour 2000',

Hé recovered and started a slow climb, so Lt Barker and I went down after him afain,

Lt Barker closed in and fired agasin., There wers many hits on he fuselage and the

planex burst into flames. Several small pieces flew off the E/A as it went into a

spin. I watched it spin down in flames nearly to the ground leaving a trail of heavy

black smoke,

I support Lt Barker’s claim to one ME 109 destroyed.

o P
e & B

.

wmem oG
.

2 X
M F e AAA

JAMES W. CHANCELLOR
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Pilot, 397th Ftr “qdn

1, Combat film exists.
2. Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 Mgrch 1945,

CUNFIDENTIAL
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COEFIDENTIAL

SUPPORTING STATEMENT OF MAJOR JOHN J, TUITE,JR, ASN 0=424796 FOR THE
COMBAT R&PORT CF FIRST LISUTSNANT EOB. V. BARKER, ASN 0-763483

Combat

14 Yareh 1945

Ce Umit 363th Fighter Group, 557th Fighter Squadron
Pe Time of Attack 1615 hours

A. Type of Action H
[
]
L

Ee Plase of asttsek 3 Aree of laing
3
Y
'

Fe Date

Fe Weather /10 oirre thin stratus at 18900° visibility good
Ue 1Iype of Target 40 to 50 ML 108's
Fe Claims Supporting the elaim of les Lt Bob Ve Barker, ASK
0~783463, to one i 108 destroyed.(Lt Barker also
destroyed one additional K& 109)

I. Account of Combat 2

I, ¥ajor John 4 Tuite, Jr, ASH 0-4247Y6, was flying Tropie Hue three on a
Dive Bembing Visgcior en 14 lareh 1948+ As we sppreached the ares south of Maing,
our flight was atteoked by ap roximetely elrht im 109's¢ My wingman end T brok:
rizht to evade the attaek, Shortly afterwsrd, o single ¥E 103 :mmde a pass et "y
edement, and after evading, I started a olirb after bime About this time,I observed
two other P 47's , later identified as lst Lt Bot Ve Darker, ASN 0-78346: and his
wingmen, attsokins him, I esontinued my efiorts to intercept this i 109 and saw him
de & steer wingover intec the two P 47's behind him. This permitted Lt 3rker to cet
on his tail and vo fire upom him. The L/4 tock evasive setion by doing rolls and them
went iuto & spin. At this peint I was directly over the spinning ME 109 and I pushed
into & verticel dive after him. Before I hed theoprortunity of firing on the &/A,
I observed many strikes hitting his fuselage and sew small parts of his airereft
flying off. I féred a short burst at this b/A and pulled out. 1 did not press ny attack
s i felt eertain that he was finished, Yhen I last saw this LAA ke was zoing dowm
in & flet epin,

T oonfirm Lt Barker's elaim to one Lo 109 destroyed,

b G T
JOEN J, TUITE

Mejor, Air Corvs
Pilot, 397th Ftr Sqdn

l. Combat film exists
2. Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 Mareh 1%46.
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COMBAT EEPORT *** SECOND LIEUTENANT JAMES W. CHANCELLOR *** 0-822129

Type of Action Combet

Date : 14 March 1945

Unit 368th Fighter Group, 397th Fighter Squadron

Time Of Attack 1615 hours

Place of Attack Area of Mainz

Weather : 9/10 thin cirro-stratus at 18000' -- vieibility good
Type of Target 40 to 50 ME 109'e

Claime- Two ME 109's destroyed

Account of Combat

I, 2nd Lt James W. Chancellor, 0-822129 was flying Tropic Green two ona
two squadron Dive Bombing Miseion on 14 March 1945. Tropic Green wes flying top
cover. The low squadron, Serum, had just sparted to bomb the town of Boppard, when
Flapper Squadron called for help from the area of Mainz. We arrived in the area
at abour 15000'. My flight leader lgt Lt Bob V. Barker 0-763463 sighted one lone
ME 109 heading eadt and gave chase. We closed rapidly end Lt Barker fired, The E/A
turned right and after about 90 degrees of turn he snapped into a spin.He recovered
sbout two thousand feet below ua and began to climb. Again Lt Barker cloged in on
him end fired. The E/A burst into flames and spun down out of control. We headed
for another fight, but I lost my leader. I was searching for Lt Barker at about
15000 when I saw four P 47's chasing an ME 109. He was in a tight turn to the
right. The E/A hit a high speed stall and snapped down to the right. He apparently
didn't see me before trying this mansuver, as he came directly in front of me. I
géve him & one second burst &s he snépped, and he exploded., He buret into flames
and headed down in a spin. I did not see the pilot bail out.

I then spotted another ME 109 being chased by five or six P 47's directly in
front of me, The E/A went into a turn to the right, and I lined up for a shot,
cutting across the circle instead of following him in an arc. The other P 47's
were not firing but were trying to get a lead on him. He then tried the same man-
euver as the previous ME 109, a enap down st to the right, Again I was in the rignt
position and fired on him as he snapped. I saw strikes on him and smoke poured out.
He went into a spin. I did a wing over and followed him down. I plled out at 1000’
and watched him crash into the Rhine River, Again the pilot did not bail out.

I claim two ME 109's destroyed,

Jo Ammnition expenddd 1+ 1000'rounde

A - , <>

JAMES W. CHANCELLOXK
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Pidot, 397th Fir Sqdn

1. Combat film exists
2., Coubat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 karch 1945.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUPPORTING STATEMENT OF SECOND LIEUTENANT WILLIAM A, SHEPARD, ASN 0-830342 F(R
CUMBAT REPOKT OF SECOND LIEUTENANT JAMES W, CHANCELLOR, ASN 0-822129

A. Type of Action Combat

B, Date 14 March 1945

C. Unit 368th Fighter Group, 397th Fighter Squadron
D. Time of Attack 1615 hours

Area of Mginz
9/10 thin cirro-stretus at 18000' visibility good
40 to 50 ME 109's
Supporting the cléim of 2nd Lt James W. Chancellor,
0-822129 to one ME 109 destroyed. (Lt Chancellor also
destroyed one additinal ME 109)
I. Account of Combat '

I, @d Lt William A, Shepard, ASN 0-83@342, was flyin- Tropic Yellow two on
& Dive Bombing Mission at Boppard, Germany on 14 March 1945. We were called to the
aid of the 39%th Fighter Squadron which wae engaged in a dogfight just south of
Hainz, We were approaching Ma#nz at about 15000' when we were attacked by several
HE 109's. Together with three other P 47's I gawe shase to an ME 109. The E/A
tried to evade us by making a tight turn to the right. He stalled out on the turn
and snapped down to the right, 2nd Lr Jgmes W, Chancellor, ASH 0-822129, who wes
flping below and in front of me, fired a high deflection burst at the E/A. I daw
the ME 109 explode and burst into flames, I watched him spin down burning. The
pilot did not ball out.

E. Place of Attack
F. Weathsr
@. Type of Target
H, Claims

¥ 4 : Ay / A ;. 1
WILLIAM A. SHEPARD
2nd Lt, Air Corps
Pilet, 397th Ftr Sqdn

1, Coubat film exists.
2, Combat film was forwarded to XIX TAC on 15 March 1945
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OF three tanks atthe 8@ slace, .1t L dsuag WO tanks and tare { and
destroyed ty 1 at Leuheilsnbagh,
Fomiiil
Voo hmre gie aVout iourt,;

24 A
&4 .

L et Lty Sldgnlly ws vi Hwrlsnbagh,
Happed alLmed at ® Lanx laree

“ dofv, sligntly woat of

Tfeld, it is % Slusandsd
bocause the clouds are

azainst thspe tanks,
Toads with sy

Lzt ar ver

sligatly sast of alsge

WELI4 Oy rocket disead of boubg

e wi¥alln. would ot be alfective
ould haws 1o hunt them out o little

G ¥ . 4 , SERLlered clouds at N o
SIEXXBAREN .o, . .
round ¢

D) i
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SFTth " _qfn S=2 "pt on a Close support endiive Zambing “ission -- 1 sareh 45 we
3 uige L 3¢ O,

o= pas J Lo » Aiselon e A=l — iilge.m Y0o. for day; 1990 = ) sareh &)
Support for Vili(Fieldfare) at » 7370 == Give ‘wding and itrafing

Bew J68th FAF Gp == S07th Ftr Sqdn = 4 /0 iy — 0 ADorts =

Cow U 1000 = G2 B/L In at 1025 ew (003 110U == oF 57L out 1110 == L0

,‘,.-*/—ﬂf'F“

‘o= & 2 2 x 5001b 20K Bowbs = Met 140 = & bocbe in tit srom £
A® planss contacted iieldfers, he told thea to bowd uercletein at L 23581u.
Ar planes oould not boub here because tihe wea was oo the deck. Zhen Fieldfaer
told owr plancs 10 attack cnesy octivity at /urlenbach at L 19735. aw lanes cculd
not bash lwre becauss of the presents of U troops in the town and on the otihe:
dide of it. Aft r they tUwaselves notiend this they were werned ebout it by a
Fgound oo ntoller was dorse or a siwlar name, Then owr planes went south and
found Serus eqdn basbing et fyllbwrgweiler at . 220625, Thers were fiw tanks
there and two were an fire as the result of an sitack by & colum eaming down
the rogpd. & bowbe wre dropped here and me tank was desroyed and ane dsmagnd,
#o fires resultsd,
iWwelings Lt Mrice damged ons tank et the basbing place. Gapt liorlacher strafed
soldisrs in black wmiforzs at tue bambing plsce,
shile sorwa was bosbing mm they were subjected to wosk inace light aras fire at
the basbing tgt.
Falrly infen feirly acc light flak st 2550
111
gt arces 4 cloud laye:r (1/10 cdveragey - otratus
4300' to 4300', Good visibility
Area of verolsteli: a oloud layer 500 or 400¢
lafdility g00d Blow Uwe clouds

Se~ 3qdn code not used

Jeo Upound control good exespt for Fisldfareds détaks

5 -

Al 3238 4 - e

D) y.
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~ -
J97h FAr 3qénaS-2 Xpt an g ieaflet Dropping Nission —- 1 rarch 49 -- Jqdu diss ¥o, 32)
o= NS e » 188 450 o s BPimy == B2 lo s AW ny 4y == L S8 C

isaflst dropping at Awrlenbach u 1775 ,, seroletein . ol,, Judeaimi 1680 ,, mnd

badty Ll (& 152 .

o~ ol (W P =~ i ol ML == 4y LD, - 5 -

vow LI L2VR = Ty L) 8@ 124, -~

o= il

Geoe B 4 X 2 X wo 61l bomba o= & x 1L X o 81 bouby =~ 4 x 1 X «u o bosbe - 4 x 1 2 v 30
112 boche -~ 4 x 2 x Froatpost bombe = 28 boubs n Lt eress -- )
caech of the four towng rocsived seven boubsg, #s briefed, [ipdev two dir- cted owr

planes te relesse bouhe as tney passed over the assigned lLowns, JTreughbut Lhe
aissicnouwr zlanee were coutralle y ipsaw Luo,
o strafing.

Fe= 11

de= Nil

le= 1U/10 clo covely - owr planes were (ly ve the clowds et DHW!' or W0 -

le= Sgdn code rot us
o= G@rounc conwol by cipeaw two was wery good

AL O il Ui . ol : doe

ential

D) | 3
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I Ftr Jqdn =2 Apt on & Dive jowb lng sission -- ] AgFOh &4) -~ uqdn iission id, 424

0, -» Nission No, PKA-1 -= siseion jio. for days Fife == 1 sarca
Vill Corps Fieldfere ) at L o710 == uive Bowhin
W dqdn <= § A/5 5l8p == 30 AWorte -
in 1230 == (UIs 1280 - Gr 8 b out 1410 - 1428 o
‘WA Soubs = Inst nose, 1/40 tail — & bosds in Lol Weg o
‘e Jedn worked with ipsaw three who weetare them to L 2857 where a train wae

o2id t3 be 4n a tunnel, Hotn satrances 1o the tunnel were Jabede oSt Of Lhe boubs
SAr Llews, ons at

landed on nill sides above the tunael e trances. Lhers were two o
each end of the tunnsl which soattered conciderable debris on Ve tracks, ihere wers
then weetored north to o eoncentration of tancs at L 2542, iiey ocould not find the toni
because of & solid lov undercasgt. ihey co tinued aokth and gtrafed sowe tundels of

logs whish they mistook for s in 2 woods in rea of 2511,

#od soe lignt at L 3571
ne light zun at irger
A Bizesag contrail,

by the pilote as the

=2 was peon eseending verticuly at a greatl distanoce
1at ingte Lo b9 in B Yicinity of Jochem
oF rier and sact of SRS DHUK e

¥ Wae, (1 was
& Seyond, auw Lroops woe aven at L 2015 south
igt arems 10/10 cumilus - base 4700 19p S0 we
dorth of t t arca: ther vae also a layer of L/ 1V alto atr
1bilivy lowest layer good bety layors -

sadn eade not

dround eotrol good

tus at 000! vis~

Area Loo7l) a cluster of fiee
M The top o8 & nill,

ABBERTA: Gs Adout one ar W0 ullss east
¢ircular orta or undsrgzroun tlatione was seen

s“ach was sstimated to be ab out 50 yards in diamster,

D)
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.b' -

PL0 T
Sive Bombing of
J68th Fur up
&3 123) = ur

: Z = 5001 - bobe~inst 1L/4U ==
Ar planes flew up to about Lhe wroa
suppars of Fieldfare, !ipsaw three iol
the W/Y at lsunkirchen at . 5824, where
bscause of the cloud ver and peartly
W/Y at domdburg (1 7280 inetesd. ‘nere
part of tae yard, kany were goods M'8e ilmi »
eabe were drppp-. here, 8hisd
Lighteen ears wore
suggssted, o
e, all
30 strafing,
ail
there

siroyed,
locos were seman,

PIVES

was little

i areas ponn
vieibility go
lavers tenée

sgan codu 1

Tou tral
three

had difficuiy

alss {on

i lake a

an
rt Jisldies b

and 9 Lo
dartly
bombed the

Cngines.

PoOr vecloring var olsnes

¢: hundred ascorted oars in the western

ten oil
Lisex il fire,

ol the /% is
Le ngbert at

e & it ) W Caro,

i i€

/o at

U
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P
Moo sAiisa4dss

1J7¢h Ftr Sqdn Se2 Spt on 8 Fox duat 51imd Bowbing <iesi
. wipplon do. 526

— — ———

g

.- s e s ¥isaion Hoe FEI=l == ,jesi0n 40 3 r o8
fox Bat (iine sosbing sission underoonts ol of Jumpbox)
Bow 568th Fr Up = J9Tth Ftr Sqdn — & 4/G Biep == Ho iboris --

Gom UFt 132) == U B/L dn 10AD = ivia 1430 == uF Bk out MAD = 1509

o Wil

hew & X 2 x 5001b ABA Bombs - Inatnose, 1/40 tall =- & bosbs in t 1 ares -~
ar plasss Tlsw below the ove cast os far as Lux, whers they atlesgged 1o coutest
Fisldfgre. Ripsaw thres told thea Lial wea sonditions wade it neccessary for Lae
g0 on & VYo lunt and te Lurpec iaem o Lo dwepbox. Juspbom vectorsd ihem
an waknown tgt , wiere the dropped bosbs. shils {lying wnder Juapbox'a cualios
they were swowe the overcast and Luey relsas "3 > rd froa: Jumpbox
while zbowve the owefeast.
o trafing
ail
All planes ia the tgt are seemed 1o ©
poor wes = ¢eiling ranges froa 45001
so powr that some alssions are om 1I°
tanks heve had to ebandsn 1
sedn sode not u
around cémtrsl satles

La

D -
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- X8 i 144

277th Fr Sqdn =2 Apt ona Fox funt 5lind Bowbing Miseiom -- 1 sereh 47 == sqdn siss jio 427

———

o= pns J Ho, » Alssion ige PRIl w= Mimuzion .o, for days LIGATl == 1 Jaren 45
Fox Gunt 3lind Sowbing llssion under the somwol of suapmx Jumpbox. igt was fohlbash
at L M7o

Bo= JG0AR Py Up = J97th ‘tr oqdn - 8 & 4/C disp — o ‘barte -

o= Ufs 143D == Ur 5/b in 1510 == TTL1 1550 == Or B/L out 1610 == ey 1650

B~ 4ll

o~ & x 2 x J001b ARX Bombs - inet 1/A0 = 15 boubs in tgt aree -- Une bomb dropped on
runwey on take off,
o the way out owr planes contectd Aipsaw three and serua to find out whether they
should undertacs a olose support mission or @ fox hunt. soth Jerus and Alpsaw three
told them 1o underteie a fex munt. They were turaed over Lo Juapbox who sent thew to

boadb ohlbsch at L 5847, 15 bombe were dropped her a orders of Juspbom. fs told our
planss that they had dome good work.
o Jterfing

Fo= il

dew Uil

o= Jolid overeast with base at 4000' and to) at 12000 ~ stratds clouds - visibility good
above and below clouds exospt in rals, There was rain over tiw field, Aime ice at 8000
or 7O0',

le= Sqdn code ot used,

Jo= Uround comntrol by hipsew throe sad wpbox was very gowle

Al Bz Siledic

VLAl L .. re &

-0
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w & o F 4 a4

Pt on & vive Sombilng and drued

~nisslion

Joe Jdjew == . I88100 .iCe
old fusl storage depot at

7454 ), vlessen (¢ 6722,, Lisbwg
isp == 2 o/ abort ne piiot developed jae

ne and an eacordin ilot retwned

pas - «Oe ____ 9 sission
ive Bowbdgg of Langeni
genselbold,sirtedher g
th Fur Up == J39th Fwr sqdn
ming when e wes nearly wp to the Ahln iver and
to base )

&y 3955 -= 100

x )\:!i BA . . 3 : 1 &
assigned i R e eXplosion

loco was seen joint towsrd tlhe east

sentioned in Lhere wsre sany

CArs were seen
viie

»

/i
v.i

cusulue sud

i%

vis

(0) ~
THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED AW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

fident i

on a bive Sodbing and Armed feece - is:.an - 2 .
#iesion Ho. 427

P

Jpne 0o __p Hiwslon 50 J 25=12 ~= Kission Lo, for days Iv0 — 2 Maren 1K, -~
jive Aowbing of ~otor Jepot at ¥ 2570 and araed “eecce to .imory, and adernech.
568th Ftr Up == 3T7th rir Sqdn -- 16 &/C Llsp - o iborts -

3 1540 «——r B/L in 1300 == JUls MALS — O B/l out 1000 == Losd 1500

11 nax

12 x 2 x 5001b AR Zombs - inst, L/40 - 2% boubs in tgt eres - 4 4/C used ss eocort -
16 boubs were dropped on a Foup of fowr plus odl tanks at 550065 about 4 siles
southwest of sains. Therc wes oma dirsct hit whieh resultec in & fire and ssveral close
misces which provably ceused dasege to the remaining tanks. I plases lhen flew
northsast 10 the assignsd tgl but had geet difficuty localing it becauss of Lecvy
camoullage, & fombs were droppec on Be eastern odge of the woods whieh wae belisved W
conocsal the ssaigned Lgtl, a .otor xi repair depot at o 2DZ7C. iv results could been
seen of the bLoubing.

4o strufing.

Iken wery ses hvy gt & 52570.

#od insec light st = 3552570,

an inten hvy flak barrsEgl was thrown uwp from the elty of ‘rankfuwrt as ow ;lencs
approached south of their sesigw! cowrse, lhey twned north before reaghing the cityy.
No ", road, or river trafic was chserved in the aree.

7/1C to &/10 cwatlus cloud cover in gt wrea. base #30C' top 11000' - visidbility good
abow falr bdelow -

iadm cods not used

Jaround eantrol gzood except thet 4 i & bad acue in his tWansmitter,

O | 30
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sska vre seen musidistel; nortikest of e AY
X ¢ . . - tase U5 c J - ¥visibilit o<

0
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o o lioe p LEBB [i0e SiL=-] wise 1o, Tar day
Jupport for . -F s lanursile, sl .nionville } 4
wivinedplipe , atl daarburg - Jive 3mb 1 and

Bom Uy R

ve= Ui} 1)1[ - 2. 1 g / UL AVJ

L #33 : is - w3 Aborte

so= uil

o= & x 2 x 501b AR Bowbs - inet 1/40
Mr planes contacle noksile wno
sooisult also 1 a tygt
snotsilks tgt, & train about
10 loeo - all bousbe aiwses
sharpnel, ihey tuen :

;

Fo= il

Ve= icld
Ho= &/1V cummilue and cusmius etratus -

’
THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Lissiom war h3e da cdse O 424,

ops wd No. Hiss lio, SNR Siiel diss for Jeys 5 O A &5

sugport for SLUTIRLK (i Sorps,) st {hionville, and E.FAULI (9tn If siv, and
5upeis Q10 arad Biv) at dawrdurg - “iwe bosbing and etrafing.

568 PG, 39T FS. b a/c disp. io sbarts.

Jp 1103, Or BL in 1120, 13 1125, or BL out 1210, sewn 1226,

141

S22x500 3K boaba. Inst 1/40, & boabs in tgt ares,

ar planes coatacted 34JTalls, Wao turned thez over 10 wiiduie Pu¥AGLL told
thez to bosd a train on a track slightly « of Loshe iz, L2015 They found
the train at L261009. there were 25 flst ears but no logosstives, e cars
were 0ot loaded. {here were sowe ocswouflajed. 6 bade were dropped « all
alsses - wind blsw theu Gouth - 1o dasags. L FAULT also told theas to boab
woehsia iteelf, 2 boubs were dropped here an e gide of tie treck.
4 bulldings were destrayed.

strafings Lte Jarker and -1liot hit gll the ' cars sntioned sbowe - e
results.

54

here wers aix teo eigsit cars In the gard at Losheis iteelf. Jdsee way
have been tank cars.

igt areas 8/10 soweresge on &7 ival, 10/10 cowerage on depertuwre - cusilus «
base A00G' - top 000 1o P00 - Vis zood.

sode not used.

gound control setisfactory.

Berker, 114ot$, ifmuley, rlsdge.

(0]
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v @ L

I3 5-2 Apt of Uive bombinz snd Uloss support <ission J ~ar i -
Lqdn ~igs .ic. 4383

A

o8 rd .o 39 . i Ior Bays 2 2 aax 45

ort for A% Corps (SHUISZ et ihionville, and Jhth Inf oiv (A FaWll)
and loth Arzd Piv {Lorls ) at Sasrburg. ive bobing and otlrafling.
Se~ 508 Fu - 397 Po - & A/0 Lisp = lio Aborts

7t 1525 = or IL in 1582 - Tuls 150u = EL out 1650 = woai 1644

Al

’ .

v X 2 x 50010 LBA - inst

A plancs contacted Shotsili, who twrned theo
«edpipe told them to bowk the lonnwellsr

1 /i h a in
- boabes in
10 L ne

ey d

2dyip6e

o e .
boubs on this yard and on a curwved vary close to s

beaten up goods cers.jPfboubs were d d here, therc were uts on trac<s in

$ari and three cars werc destroyed., J bomba were droppd on a made up traian of 20

cars on the curved trgqck. Jeven cars were destroyed or dapaged and there were iwo cutls

an tie treck. .herc was no loco on the train and no logos were gseen in ioe yard, in

were excellent, to gocd, The whole flizit 1s to

Jard were

weneral the results of the boabli,
be cummsnded.

strafings Inere were aore thaa forty vehlecles on tue road betw
lermeskeil L ¥ 450176, awr flight desiroyd ot damagsd 40 w1,

llonnwdiler and

ke

in feraeskeid therc was a hoeyital sud there were < wiaits nospital
rud crosses lined up in a .erking lot joining the noepital. ihe seme is true for a
place sligatly southeast of deruweskell except that there were {ifteen hospital
vehicles therc.

19/10 cloud coverage wita breaks - stratus and cusulo-stratus clouds - base 3000’
and 2000' in snow storms = top unknown - visibility ten wiles and zero in snow
storus - general snow storas in the tgt aree.

+qdn code not used .ig‘“l

ground control by Redpipe not strong/enough. ilpeaw three was very good,

venicles with

B@MBep CAAB DG KNG M lasie yBEAnanT

L) _
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8 50 owel
~hoteill

at iy

fa = 39T ra &,
2y 168l « or 8/L in eV -
o~ adl
o= & x 2 x DLW Aki - lnst 1/4

ur planes contact d snotslix,

1o undertiaie an arueq regos ol

and working all the way upe A

¢ asked

undertook tis recee, jedpips gew thws .nalfang .
soutneast pert of the city. all eight boabs drog,
very jo0defaRas. 40U wires auet nav vein Knoeae
several bulldings were dsstroyed, .11 owr pllots

=

in the
strafing(by vapl irvause) : A Lowe: da ag at o SYUd]he snsTE ey ave been

antanns Jn t90p bul 0o aouse OF cave waa se9n 9u 19, ne tulldin was wsll
sn the bottea, » Sarracks was dasaged Rarracke locat d on
waods at . Syudec.

Feirly inten not very asc lignt fiak et

After the bombiang and straling owr pleacs 0t oul on Lie saasigns i

Iy afterwerds sipeaw tarec interposed and ass.gaed a tgt at .« 4edv, ahortly
thereaite: ~igsaw Lres asard sebll tlu 51's slightl rihyvest of wittliech
w g9, 7, diractiing &/v 4o a coneentration of tancs and .l at 148 5% fe told u
planes to dlaregarcd s L

ot whlc: ue bad as ad ¢ E t 1 3
As o air planes flaw to the .ab>i “lue area and
were golng aftcr Laese lLancs aad ‘e

Jnere was & nole in Uw clouds aorv

Jgt srees Vuaulue clouds - with ba ity

L wrea.

bed in rein shusers _&iuf sl wiels

“edin oot WL wecs

aound conliol ol goud.

e A

L) a
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.
LY .l i -c P e “ v an % Ar'ae C - A S - - J
pne T ’ ission W, Jdie] <= is: O for day s 1 - -
ive Bocbing of .l .epair shcps at iriedberg, 125905 = arms - .ricdberg,
to e ¢ oblenz to base.
566 FAr up = 377Tth [ tr sqdn -16 4 isp - 4o sbortes
i - O 8/L in 1950 -~ 1 1425 - ur out 155, - s 1605
il

16 x 2 x 5001b GF boubs - ine

n the way out owr planes contac ipsaw five

€ . legdad
sald thet they were very faint, i gave them sever Lurned 1t
be little friend and a few bogies southesst of the ot eeune 2

3 drosos
»ab droppsed

i the briefed
side of the

boubs were dropped on Be tgt. .here were two near
ssoung buildings in the western tip of the tgte 2
part of the tgt., lhere were several burning Wuildiags
tgt and there was one in the northesst corner and another is the nor thwesl cornsr,
ibsse fires we.e caused by the boubing, sfter the bombing, owr slanes underiook
the sesigned arwed rec.e,

strafing: (Lts Bauer and shea)s in area of » 865045, Butzbaehs

ne loec destroyed

strafing (srea of U 1002 slightly north of Uiets)

Lte Bauer and chea destroyed one loco, one nalf Wack,carrying an As gun, two
buses ( probably passenger busses, , and one .il. Lt «einstein destroyed tiwee .4,
it Horowitz desir yed ome truok and atiached trailer, .ajor Iuit- deetr 7<¢ one
#% and ne car .

od light flak of unichown ece on southeast sdge of wisburg(inis flek wae firlag at

another sqdn)
wak inace light flax at tgt(bombing)

canps wers sdcn at wetzlar and Limburi, ihe campat wetzler wes aarked’s of '
ihe word "of" was very small. ‘n® steaming loco was seen at Limburg. awr planes
did not attack it because another sqdén was working on the mershalling ysrd in whish
it wes secn, in & little town near Lisburg civiliane were sesn waving white flags
apperently in an effert 1w prevent owr planes from atiacking them, At lssst 20

berges, probably b, were seen on the .hine niver at r 7012, e »/U was seen {lping
low &t this plece, Ho panels were seon. ~uch @moKe wus Seen Over tihe iAine niver
in the ~emagen bridgehead erss, bridge on the Sosell AVEr was 99on smoking.
ve {11 unlimited - visibility ten ailes in t t areas - hase layer at wbout 5000'

code not used
“road control was good

= | [SSTA e adial Livis San e ALl
s io Al Lol L Tdunnd
A s A 113 Wwhide il
JRARGAN  GAN UL Lidn : hes { LAVl
v F ibe i Tia bk

L] A
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27[4h Vtxr sgén Se2 Hpt on @ sive Hogbing dission - 15 Her 4

ne Oe s Hie O¢ ¥ 207 = is:lge for day: |
ive bombing of ;/{ end train in arce of Uiramingen, . 4771.
568th Ftr Gpe 597th Ptr Sqdin - 8 15 4/C Llep - Lt Llliott
ould not tage off thersfore e n md to return alv
JPs 1702 - Cr 2/L 4n 1720 - f 1800 -
il
1 x 1 x 5001t

base.
ihe aission wasK to have besn the d
bary, RAFASRRP £ 725725 . inis was to
Friedberg to ElMAEA :lessen to ~oblenz
by nipsaw five to disregard this aulse
protruding fpom a twnel at Liraings
cars and flat cars but no locos, ihe train consie
loco, Thefe were two direct nite on a trein in

traciks in toe /Y. There were two nits on the trai

1) cars were aitier deslsoyed or dasag
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