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PILOTS'S ENCOUNTER REPORT #w% CAPTAIN EUGENE M. POTTER % 0885453

COMBAT
JULY LTH L9k ,
ggggﬁ FIGHTER SQUADRON, 36BTH FIGHTER GROUP
iy,
VICINITY OF BIFLLE, FRANCE § Y3LAT16 )
CLOUD BASE 1500 FEET @ ToP OF CLOUDS GO0O TO 700D FEET
COVERAGE 6/40 & FAIR VISIBILITY
ONE (1) FW 190
ONE {4) FW 190 DESTROYED
800 ROUNDS
PILOTS STATEHENT:
!, CAPTAIN EUGENE M, POTTER, WAS FLYING AS 8L.UE LEADER
N TROPIC SQUADRON . WE HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO DIVE BOME TARGETS REAR
PERIERS. HOWEVER, AS THE CLOUD CONDIiTION AT PERIERS WAS UNSATISFAC~
TORY, WE DECIDED TO SELECT TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY REAR COUTAUCES.
, AS WE WERE ABOUT TO DIVE THRU THE GLOUDS, BANDITS (FW 1908
AND NE 109'S) WERE CALLED IN ALONG SIDE OF US AT g O'CLOCK. MAJOR
HAESLER, TROPIC LEADER, TURNED THE SQUADRON INTO THEH, AT TRE SAME
TIME TELLBNG US TO GET RiD OF OUR BOMBS.
| TURMED BLUE FLIGHT INTQ THE ATTACK: AND AS THEY DIVED
THRU THE CLOUDS, WE STARTED AFTER THEM WITH FULL 800ST. OUR OVER~
TAKING SPEED WAS VERY SLOW, AND WE WERE SOUTH OF AVRANCHES BEFORE
WE WERE WITHIN RANGE TO DO ANY SHOOTING,
WHEN | FINALLY GOT WITHIN 800 T0 900 YARDS, i TRIED A
COUPLE OF TRIAL SHOTS AT THE REAR LEFT FW 190 AND HIT HIM Wi THE.
THIRD BURST ARGUND THE WING RODTS AND COCK P1T, HE BROKE SHARPLY
70 THELEFT; AND AS HE WAS SMOKING, | DEGIDED 7O LET HiM GO AND TRY
T0 GET ANOTHER ONE UP AHEAD, MY WING MAN,F/0 CASSADY,SA® Hitl BREAK
AWAY AND SAW HIM CRASH AT BILLE.
! CLAIM ONE (1) FY 190 DESTROYED. 1 ENCLOSE A STATE-

MENT FROM F/0 CASSADY.
w U

ENE He POTTER
CAPTAIN, AIR CORPS.
, RELATIVE TO THE EHCOUNTER

%TATEMENT OF F/0 ROBERT D. CASSADY, T—61hég
REPORT OF CAPTAIN EUGENE M, POTTER, 0-B85L6%

_ i, F/0 ROEERT D, CASSADY, T=-G1LAT, WAS FLYING AS BLUE 2
IN TROPIC SQUADRON. 1 WAS FLYING TO THE RIGHT, @7 ABOVE, AND A LITTLE
BEHIND MY FLIGHT LEADER, GAPTAIN POTTER. ,

WE WERE CLOSING SLOWILY WHEN | SAW CAPTAIN POTTER FIRING
oN THE EXTREME LEFT 190. 1| SAW HITS, AND THE 190 SROKE SHARPLY TO
THE LEFT. CAPTAIN POTTER CONTINUED STRAIGHT ON AFTER THE OTHER BANDIT
S0 | BROKE INTD THE § 190 AND FIRED THREE BURSTS (ABOUT LO ROUNDS)

AT HIli FROM UNFAVORABLE POSITIONS, THE 190 SEEWED 70 BE M TROUBLE.
HE WAS SMOKING AND NOT UNDER FULL CONTROL. HE BROKE AWAY FROM YE AND
STRIGHTENED OUT IN A GLIDE TOWARD BILLE, HE CRASHED IN THE TREES

WEST OF BIELE.
ROBERT D. CASSADY
F/0 , AIR GORPS. -
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TO BRIEFING WAS SUPPDSED TO HAVE oLEN A BHIRE)- LiZ: SHER
fRIPIE AT T255u8% 4729 AT FILL AT 12 "
-2l 500 LB oP BOMAS LOADED {T TG 11 SEC DELA
L5 BoMpS DROPPLD OM BRIDCE; 0 BUMIS DROPAD
ET T0 BASE. -
ALT AT START OF DIVE~ 2L00 FY
AMGLE OF DIVEs 20 DIG
ALT AT RELEASE- DECK _ , }
RESULTS OF SOMBING ON BRIVGE WERL MUT &l00, N3 GIRECT
BOT ALL BOMDS FELL IN CLOSE VICINITY. URIDGE NOT viSIal
WUST B8 STRONGLY CONSTRUCTED. ]
THEAE WERE NO HITS DIRECTLY O TE FILL, 2T THERE YERE THO HITS
&1 THE SOUTH BAMK OF THE RIVER EAST OF TL FiLL, AND THERE UAS A& BIG
4OLE N THE ROAD CLOSE 70 THE FILL
TRY K = HiL ‘ , )
= /10 CLOUD DOVERAGE BVELLING QALUS « TUNS ALY AT
TOP FROM 5 TO 500D FT )L QUID
o= 3550 - L3GT
- GOSD S 4 o
« AT 1340 25 TANKS BERE STRAFLD ON RUAD -LTWBEN T32.2 AND Tl
THE SCON DESIRES TO ATTACK THESE TARNSS ON THE HIGHT OF 5 JULY.
A TANK BATILE WAS OBSCRVED IM THE WICINITY OF T3500, EVIDENTLY
THESE TANKS , W 10n WERE MOVING IH A NORVHERLY DIRECTION, YERE
gﬂgcaemtgé T6 THE FIELD OF JATTLE.
B - Hi
S - tAd HENDRICKS, LT DRISCOLL, LY WARKD, AND LT HCLLIESEN DESTROVED
%0 70 4O HORSES AND AT LEAST 15 UAGOHS AT T3l55. EAGH OF THESE
BAGONS WAS DRASAL BY TWO HORSES AND TO 1 QUT OF EAGH 2 OF THESE
WAGONS, 2 HORSES VERC ATTACHED DEHIND. THE WAGOMS GERE ufll CAL -
FLAGED AND ¥ERE EVIDENTLY USED TO HAUL SUPPLIES AMD {8 VERY LI ELY
TAAT THEY WERE CARRYING SUPPLIES FOR THE TANKS MENTIGHED AccvE.
T = 4155100 WAS VERY SUCCESEFUL FROW THE STAIDPUINT OF RCCOUMNAL DANCE.,
U - HO E/A BEARING ALLIED 2RV INGS NOTED
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—— SOTEN FOv Bagdn ~ Upns Je 80 T21-58 we 7 odul &% o ifsndon Jo. B
B -~ IZ - Ho sparedg.
G w= Hones N
P owe 12 -« Ensgr Truck Soncwmitvation ot T7SEY - 0830,
§ ww 24 X 550-1b GP's Loodod - 28 on Tgt ~~ HEL dons Jot ~- Joup vob to bavss
At o Stert of Dive - 6,000 £b.
ngle of Dive -- &0 duge
£t et Relezss -~ 1,500 L. i
P == ALL boshs dropped dn 1zt avew with vory good results.
& - F/0 4. I, CIZ¥ER silesked and dogbty by 2/4 neor tzi.
Jept B. . POTEER last sven sltacking T/4 hesd-oi.
H - Bons,
, I -= Fabs of pilety Ia Par. & unshowi.
— Over tgb ares ~— F-100%e —— 0955 -~ 12 plug —~ 5/4's Jusped our plesss in
flights of £ foom above and P o'elock.
O dmmaged ~- /L% J. 2. FOLID.
gy e ams ’
- Fgt - solif ovsrenst - 7,300 £E. -- good visib,
— GBS w- 0950,
X o & O~ Hil.
F - Good.
5 e HemiBe
- Lgh & hvy, wmod, ace flek at 6460,
- Btme ghruled with imchuorved rasulits, dus fo sudden abtack by B/8'ss
-~ fgh was 2 concentration of velilslesm sl T7827. Pilots were briefad to boub and
then gtrafes. Controller worned of &/4 in aren just as ona flight wend down o
girafe. 5/4 sttedked suddenly and oud of olouds, %o go right back inte 2louds,
giving 1ittle oppeptunity Tfor ansmuwmbsrs
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BAEBOU = 1/18%/40
Srapped mn tergetc 200
Altisude st siari of dive:r G
tiia of dlwer 30
altituds st relsses: 1000
P artillsry curked terged with red memiss, ALl boubs dropped on targshe
Wlowing tosy  rad mmoles put —- ropulis sxesllent
& BOry s 4%
L oawsy Seraspt 9/ 10~soabtersd«S000~za0d
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E¥Ten Fignter dauadyon = 500-7 == auly Oy 130w igglin s0e. 1
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31

12 == wosd hridge at -2:0735 {assigmed %ar et;i sud inlorssetisn at
T=2317% 1+ Fdffkond dridse over reilross trses ol -E0 5 3 baree o Fd¥
four ~ridzes jusi nerth of 1=2758 « Wi 3755

244,03 1, Gf hashe londef (o 4o 1L second deley;

24 woambs dropped on tar st

Atbitude st stert of diver 5033 fest

angls of diver 30 degpees

Altitude gb relegss:r 03 Pect to J00 feot

12 cabg wers droppud ow resd Lridge ab I-23875% {essijusd targed)

ALl twelye bombs dropped sitioer on lus bridge or very close 13 1o origge.
ing :xridge was at leset dsmmsged., Vour boubs wors dropped om tus rosd
intsrsection &t 251756 .ssnlte unshescvsd. Twe  gzbs woe dropped ea
tan road Wridge over Tid rallvosd freet ab L=d47u3s  Lemaliz wers poor,
A% suns ware drepped on fures or frur tridgse Juet aurth of (-2700.

s Ly 4 1

e
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13715 eloud soveranes ptrats ousalug clsuds #i3l bass st 3300 fest
sititgde ob foape: wumew  sosd vieibility,2nesst in rsls . als frea
Bast line souwil.

1915 = LSET

RN B & 4

e

Rad tlads gver radis

13X

dgavy o coferste, lnnaewrate flaz in oszesy ardgs Tired st Pejdl's .
wdgnt and baasvy, intense, iNpacursds ek from 2577 o T-2572,
s linnt Tlgic hars was jpors intenwss fusy 4o Asevy flak

51

Tip ausigned terget, the road oridpe 8t ~2,879%, tuaraed out te be
& culvert which ssemed rathsr ineimificant

@ snesy aireraft bearing allisd wacvkings wors voled

L i




SEQHE]

29th Fightsr Squadron iscien §-2 Report on Dive 3Jom ing .ission & dJuly 1944

.

@
e

397th FI3 w= 3,04 LHidw? wwe July 8, 1984 wwm.imwion lg. 2
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il

11 ~=Yigcinity of T~57T43 (assigned target was & gun euplacesent at that
point; but no gum emplacenent was seen and Lhs sonsral vicinity wag
bombed in ssversl places) we TOT 1345

22%500 1b. P boabs (nose instentensous-tail 1/40)

22 bozbs dropped on target

Altitude ot startof dive, 5000 fazet ’

Angle of dive: 45 deprees

Altitude st releasé: 1000 fout

22 bozbg dropped im area. .o &on emplacesents ssen, rssulis wobgerved
Nil

e e Cut PAY ww Fiple

Ithra X mi1

Le

Foor weather —e §olid overcast at 5000 feet we soattered olsuds atb
2000 feste Rmin all over = vigibility: feir snd sEnerally dark
1313 - 1453

P20 qil

Fair
Extresely large mmber of vehiclen obpsrved sllgzround target
fenvyy msa,er, accuraite flak 2t a place which cmanot e idenbified,
becauss no flak was paen, fne flak damage o one plans indicated
that thore was flax :

Fis §

He gun emplacement was s2en st tas place whers ihs “asigned tarzet
was suppoesd te he,

Ho ensny airereft bearing allisd smariings were notsd.
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l“il
1@ — smilrpaed nrid & ever @ slras, sli, oly weat o2 Laouars at 3325
2 destamtod ATE4rdaid/ A8 srisnry target was rallrcad slock sast
and west of Angora (Qe8270; gown 1o Ansenis DeiX, . ans dusiginbod
BSQURdAry Tars®t wie & WASge 8% owL¥ir.  s8itaer oy b Cusigngiod
taroste was hoched, beasues of e 221id oversanot doun to 500U Peei)
- pui LS
A0 Ihe 50 00aB8 4384% | hasb. Boss 3 dBkiei s Ladd s it b,
24 LasBn Greppes moter st
AL 8 g FLBTY 9! Gl s i Ve
& e or elvst 5 te G doge
altizade at rslépee: 00U i,
© gizact ite un BXAE4., all bosbs wtrusk very assr the bridgs and all
Ldle eTe vl amel 2I8%o8. MUY St Mdeaewmie 92 U¥Loc whosw 3P
wollde SaT Gnl Labks  wew ®eU: B EAL 4, EPGa Wb wsBie e DA G
A PP § 1
se Swdal wVeilB85Eh we¥l Yo AF o Jie

Tk BT e SWBSLGLLAGE FRE Ll s

oL L@, gade i & 300023 s orusl s
. RS SET IS ST Gy e meotian are 0%
CuaiB il SHOSLILLLE 8n Beadaillan Utaye
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BRi¥s OS5 n.l R g SaosbB, Aol SCBMEERDD 21IRR uih selli B el o
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SBJGY 6HEPICKS J8SULOFed it . ludu_oLives BY Lo Ll wl el Sfeonly wns
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& =~ 397tk Phr Sqdn -- Opnz O do. Y21-5h ~- 18 Jul Bb - sdgmion io. T

8 w~ 12 — no sparEs.

g - Hil

D == 12 —— 4sgd tgl, RS Bridpe st Hentes-Gassicourt, couid not be atlacked beasuse

it wes coversd by « aolid evercast -~ 8 planes atvacksd & &K Bridze af
Bont iuthou, 0B855. 4 plensa attacked an instellation whish muy have hesn
& mmlﬁoz;a or oil dump slightly #& of Fellevills at 37287~ - T00s 1230
pb QE855 - 1335 atb q7267.

B - 24 X 503 1b GF'% loaded. (inak nose fus, 1/40 fail fun}

25 on tgto, 1% on Q8396 and 7 on §7267.
1 dul dropped &t 30490 — 1 bosb dropped abeut 10 =1 W of 8595,
2 baihe brought back W bsea.

ALt ab Staxt of Dive - 5,030 £3

mngle of Dive - G0 dege

A1% gt Reloass -~ 2,500 %

F - FR EBridge al 38855 deatroyed -- at least one diracht hif - smcie wes sotn.
Inehallation el w7287 was doaseged -- thers were ab least thros dirscst hits -
orange flames wsre ssen -- this installation may have been = munitl.ve v oil
dusp. Ih is & sgupre with sides of about 100 yards, There is a suaken soncrete
bt at cach csrnsr. The interier is of cesent ceastrustion. o the cenler of
tnis mquare tnere is a sza&nsr sguere with sides of aboub 50 yards.

& — Fil

K om 1l e = fluk.

T =~ thru ¥ == HiL :

L = Up te & lins running 854 from hwouen thevs 1o & 5/10 overcset. Ine sclld ovsrcast
bayond thie 1ine and owr Janies ~ Gussicourt. Vieib bad inds the sun.

¥~ 1825 -= 2045,

& -5l

P = Good. ’

& -= Nil

R -~ = Hvys ood, aoe Fflak on an are 15 mi S5 of OSaon with Gsen as centor.

8 - Nil

T < Yom eonditions prevented the bozbing of asgd tgt. The boablng rosulds on the
solecied tgte wore fEIAXf succesaful,

EGREZX
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B ~= 12 - Arved rocun sroa, U315 - 2015 ~ Lrgontan ~e 430,
E - 2k X 5001 3P's {Inct nong, /50 teil) Londed.

F = 2 dirsot hilg by ¥Maj B RRUICK3 on sed tonks s Blaff car. joop
G ~- i1

R == 2 2n Snbt sy, 1 by 188, 1 by book frsun.

I - 5}

4 on 3posific igte ~ 20 nesr misses — none ret to base,
AL wt Stert of Dive =~ 4 %o 5,000 £

sagle of Dive — &5 4o 80 dog,

1% ut Holeose - 1,000 £t.

ead 1% poldisra ot

d : T
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