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EVASION IN GERMANY '
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GSGS 4346
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WALTER R. JOHNSON,  1st Lt, 0-814696

MISSION

The narrator took off from strip Y-34, located near METZ,
FRANCE, 1500 hours, 18 March 1945, on a close support strafing
mission, While strafing a column of enemy tanks his aircraft
receilved a hit from flak in the oil supply. Fire broke out and
after a few minutes the propeller froze. Lt JOHNSON bailed out
and landed near PHEFFELBACH (7105).

EVADES CAPTURE

~ Immediately after landing he found a hiding place in nearby
woods., The GJermans were looking for him but he was not discovered.
He slept that night rolled up in his parachute.

ENCOUNTERS GERMAN SOLDIERS

" The next morning he could hear U,S. tanks nearby and decided
to try and meet them. Walking in a westerly direction at 1600
hours, he encountered two German soldlers who inguired, "American
pilot?", Lt JOHNSON gave an affirmative answer. He then declared
UsS. troops were all around and that if the pair surrendered he
would see that they were well taken care of, One of the Germans
threw away a plstol and they started walking,

\ MEETS U.S. FORCES

They found tanktracks and followed them, Lt JOHNSON carrying
a white flag. They met many German soldiers but nobody paid any
attentlon to them. At 2000 hours three more German soldiers join=-
ed them after having discarded. their rifles. The party came to a
village and went to a farmhouse where they got food. The civilians
knew that the narrator was an American alrman but were not hostile,
They slept that night on the farm. At 0900 hours, 20 March, U,S.
military pollice entered the house and Lt JOHNSON was taken to BAUM=-
HOLDER (L 7105) and returned to his unit,



SECRET

Lt JOHNSON used his escape aids to great advantage.,
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office

Washington
AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M' KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943
SUBJECT: A ded Instructi C ning Publicity in C tion with E: d Pri of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.
TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of or evasion from pied territory, internment in
a nentral y, or rel from inter not only furnishes useful information to the but also j dizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

2. Per 1 will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unsuthorized P any of or evasion of capture from b
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral y either before or after r iati They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3.  Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in ion or inter pt by

the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding ornni.ntion in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4.  Should the services of d pri of war, ders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-

tion in ov theaters of operati

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instrueting all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 883.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in C: tion with Ei d Pri of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ 3. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

2. a  You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The methed by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
6 You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
¢ You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in 1
d  You must give no information to anyone, ir tive of nationality, in let or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
e No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the

theater.

GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Depar t, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I und d that disel to anyone else will make fie | to disciplinary action. vy
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